




TH E 


MODERN PART 

OF AN 

Univerfal Hiftory, 

:i R O M THE 

Earlief^ Account .of ‘Time. 

Compile<i'^froni 


Original W^r iters. 

By the A u*t h o r s of the A n't i e n t Pa r t. 

v'oTrx^ivI 



L O D O N : 


Pi intpd for T. O s p o R N E, C. H i r c h, A. M i i. l a Rs 
John Ri yiKGTor:, S. Crowder, B. Law and 
Co. T, LQiiQ?^AN, j-r.d C. Ware.' 


M.UCC.L'Xll. 


BM405001 





Modern Hiftory: 


BEING A 

C ONTINUATION 


O F T II E 



Hiftory of the TUSCAJJ STATES. 

SECT I. 

Containing a Defcription of Tufcany, including Flo- 
rence, Pifa, Leghorn, Sienna, Stato de gli Pre- 
fidii, Patrimony of the Churchy Lucca, and the 
twelve ancient Tufcan Cities. 

T H E grand dutchy of Tufeany^ as it is now called, t)efirtptkn 
excepting a few detached pieces lying in the ter- 5,^ Tuf- 
ritories of Modena^ G-^noa^ and Lucca^ extends cany. 
*ffom North to South about one hundred and fix- 
teen miles, ‘’and about eighty from Eaft to Weft. It is 
bountJed by the Mediterranean^ or Ttfan Sea ; by the eccle- 
liaftical ft.*; by the dutchy oi Modena^ and the country 
which ^anciently formed the exarchate Ravenna \ and it 
'^laturally abounds with grain,^ lemons, or^'/iges, all other 
fruits, oil, and wine of an excellent kind. The face of the 
country is beautifully va'-icgated by hills and dales, and the 
foil fo rich and fertile, that it requires but little culture. It 
muft however be admitted, that many places in Tnfcany are 
altered for the worfe, fince the decadence of the Roman 
Mod. Hist. Vol, XXXVL B empire. 





The of the Tufcan States. 

.empire- Its popuioufnefs made it then the natural glory 
Ci'Jiuij , cvt being depopulated by the irruptions of barba- 
rians, the want of cultivation has rendered fome of the low- 
lying places, pa^rticularly about Pifa^ Polterra, 

Maffci^ unh'at'ikhy. 

AT abound*, in mines and minerals ; but, fkill i^ 
wanting to work them in (omc places, paitici larly 'dirolferTa, 
Its fd!t-woiks, however, are in good o Je' ^ and alabaftcjj, 
lulphur, and chalcedot^y are found in rru 4y peaces Majfa 
produces lapis lazuli and borax : amethj^ a.e found at PiQ 7 n- 
vino: jalpeis at Barga : black iTnfr’/^ iion ore, excellent 
^ marble, and. cornelians, ^tStcizzcnu and yeruJezza, Quicrk- 
^ lilver is found in *lhe ncighbourhooi. of t 'vegliani ; and even 
inines of filvc; have been ddeovered »^*ar Ualena. Other 
* places of .this deli J^htfiJii%country produce allum, manna, and 
honey, all excellent in iheir kinds- Tfie hot fprings oiTuf- 
cany were choak^'J i?p by the^daiixiTi^is. The f.iinoua countels 
^latilda in lii^, repaired and made ufe of them; but the 
fucceeding ages of baibarifrn again choaked them, till about 
twenty years ag they v. ere difeovered at the foot of mount 
^V/. Guiliann^ not far from PHa^ and being again rebuilt, they 
arc at this time vafHv ficquented for their medicinal virtue.. 
Other places ot '^lajusjoy arc famous on the fan^^ 
but each fprhig diflers from another in itsqualitv, appear- 
ance, and degrees of heat or cold. I'hc fame may be laid 
of the baths, many of which mTufeany are efteemed of fin- 
gular cflicacy in the cure of difeaits. 

The Arno is the principal river in this country. It re- 
ceives into it the Sieva^ the Pefa.^ and the Eifa^ and falls into 
the Tea a little Lx low Ptfa. The fource and courfe of the 
OfnhjGHc is throui-h the Siitwcfi'. 

Ponver and Tiiourwi the modern ^ does not comprehend the 

renjentie cf whole ot the ancient Etruria^ yet its great duke is a fovereign 
the gnat prince, and a powerful die too, efpcciaily \i\ ludy, lie is 
duke, grand-maffer of the onler of St, Stephen^ the privileges of 
which fomewhat refcmble thofe of Malta : hi^ ordinary in- 
come amounts to about three millions of piaftres a year. Mis 
militia is regimciited ; his ftaiiding army confifl'. -of two re- 
giments of dragoons, and three regiments of foot ; bui, upon 
occafions, it ir faid that hr can bring into the field thirty 
thoufand men, and lit out twenty (hips of war, b^fides 
gallics and galleaH'cs. Tiie whole.dutchy is now governed 


** Englilh Tranflation of BusciiiNc’^ Geography, vol. iii. 
pag. 118. 
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l^ht Hiftory of the T^rcan States. j 

by a regency, at the head of which is^ governor, who re* 

\iides at Florence^ and lives with great nnagnificenr^. '"^Ic is cer- 
tain, that during the prefent war in Germany uie great duke A. D. 
ha*Si»<i^awn confiJerable fupplies of men from his Tufean do; 1762. 
minions, i^d they are reckoned inferior to few of the Gef~ 

•hfian ti^oopf . « 

“ “The chier oiTufeany is that of where* the Florence* 

/excellent geniij:Vjf| the inhabitants for agriculture, notwith- 
ftanding the dii ,\Jntages they lie under point of govern- 
ment and liberty,' rendered their country almoft a gar- / 
den. Florence itkij ^the capital of Tufeany^ is delightfully 
fituated in ilie ot\, itile well cultivated hills and vallies,^ 
and divided by i^lch has there over it four H:one 

bridges, into two uvec((ial parts. 'I'he ftircrt arc paved wjl]^ 
very broad ftoncs, in* look like fragVienis of polifhed rocks, 
fo that they are genially clean : many of them, however, 
arc crooked, and fo iiaViow' as liot to afto||A room for a car- 
riage to pafs. 'Fhc cities of Rome^ Genoa^ and Turin ^ excel 
Florence in the number and fplcndid appearance of their pa- 
laces, the beauty of thofe of Florcnce^^ing greatly diminifhed 
by the paper windows which are every where in ufc. i%- 
^^ence is faid to contain feventeen maiket-places, feven foun- 
rq) iimns. two pyramids, one hurAired and fixty pub- 
lic il allies, forty four parifli churcihes, thirty-Teven hofpitals 
and charitable foundations, twelve prioiies, fifty-four con- 
vents, and twenty-four ecclefiafiical fraicrnitics. The num- 
ber of the houfes is computed to be nine thoufand, and that 
of the inhabitants feventy thoufand. The prefent trade of 
Florence^ btfiucs the j^oducc of the ground, lies in its ma- 
nufa^lures of woollen and hlk fluffs, which arc carried on 
by the principal citizens, even the nobility here not difdain- 
ing to be tradcis, and fometimes (hopkeepers. The Florentines 
boafl: gieatly of their Academia della Criifca \ a fociety of 
learned men, infi:itutcd for purifying their language, as me- 
tals are pifftficd by the crucible. In the year 1753* an aca- 
demy of agmculture, con filling of one hundred perfons, was 
inftifuted at Floreme^ and owed its original to the abbot UBaIc\^ 
Montclati ^ 

Th^ city of Florence iifelf, next Xj^Rome^ is, with regard 
to antiquities and curiofiiies, t^e befl: worthy of a ftranger’s 
vifiting of any in Italy. Its archiepifcopal cathedral is faid 
to be half as large agaiQ as St.FauPs at London \ and fome 
of its palaces yield to none in Italy. Several of its churches 
and public buildings are likewife extremely magnificent. The 
chapel of San Lorenooc^ though it makes no great appear- 
ance on the outfide, will? if ever it is finiflied in the manner 

£ 2 it 
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T-be Htjlcr^ of the Tufcan States. 

it l^s been te;iun, be by far the fineft in the world. It* / 
works vfacluKjied on withviut inteiruption from 1604 to the/ 
death of the la(t G;reat duke of the houfe of Altdici in r/37* 
IJut it is not our ^-uipofc to dwell on the particulai j ftrVUjs 
and the other* ctlehidfed flruciurcs in Florence, It would 
however be unj’*aiucnalile to omit mentioning tl35r^*#W-duca^ 
palaec,. w’hicK contains the greateft and fneft collediion 
made by one family, and within one roo /;i the world, ofr 
ancient ar;d modr-n f' Jlptuie, painting, plmd curiofities of 
every kind, both naiiral and artificial^ T'?. an oflagonal loom 
of this palace Itands the cekbialcd flat^OiVl ^ ailed by 

|way of cxcellnicy the Fenui of A of ^i^cic in Gud fculp- 

ture, with many olfiers of equal' nieiit. ^This palace con- 
jauis likewile in*it ;mi itn^menfe quantii]' ct plate and jew'cls, 
ancient and modern ; and Flo)ence U i.e*icb[ated ior feveral 
excellent libraries. , 

Pifa. The tcrritory^,of th*e i\txt ftiite, affords all 

the comforts of life. Its cattle and vegetables aic very fine, 
and it produces plenty of corn and wine. The city of’ Fifa^ 
like Florence^ is ci.yideJ by the Amo into tv/o parts ; but tlio’ 
very fpacious and extenfive, it does not contain at prefent above 
fixteen or fcventcen jhoufand inhabitants, though ioinuTly^ 
they weie computed atone hundred and fifty tho'*- . 

PifanSj when free, were a commercial people, and extremely 
tenacious of their liberties. 'I'he form of their govcrnmti;t 
was republican ; and the wars between them and the 
iines^ v/ho at lafl: lubdued them, were longhand blooclj. he 
conveniency of their fituation and harbour for the fcveral 
powers who had claims or teriitories hi Italyy was the rcafon 
why, after they had loft their independency as a people, they 
never could recover it ; and v^^ith their independency their 
importance dwindled. rheir neighbourhood lo 
which is now the chief port in the Alcditerranfcm, tho’ for- 
merly of little or no note ror trade, has likewife contributed 
greatly to the decay of Pifa^ which is now reiiTarkable for 
little more than the Ihells of its ancient magnificent buildings, 
being the place where the gallies are built, and the refi- 
dence of the knights of St. Stephen, Between Pija and Leg > 
horn is a canal fixteen Italian miles in length. 

Leghorn. LEGHORN^ or Livorno, lies within the ancient diftriS 
of Pifa. It Hands in a maifhy country, w’hich, with the 
affiftance of canals cut at a vaft cxpencc, is now cultiv'ated, 
though the air is unwholfome, and water fcarce. I’he city 
is well fortified, and contains forty thoufand inhabitants, half 
of whom are Jev/s, who, notwithftanding the heavy taxes 
they pay, are rich, and cany on a vaft trade. Leghorn is a 
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free port, and to ^his freedom the greatnefs of it\ commerce 
is owing. It has two harbours, ihe ojtward and the inward : 
the latter contains the duke's gallic^ afld the ryher trading 
; but fliips of great burtheirmufi: lie fhe mole 

which forms the harbour, moored to pilJars^and large iron 
ight-houfe of Leghorn con^ins thirty lamps 
fuming in lone lanthcrn, and ftanding on a. fingle rock in 
.tijie\fc-*r 7 -kvf'>equa]ly curious as ufefur! -^jWand Vada like- 
wife lie diftriiSl of ; but their* foil and air is 

To unwholerotr.e\t|at they are very thinlf inhabited. 

'rnr*' diftrict c\ fuenKa is the The S/en- Sienna, 

like the dates, were once free, and firug-^ 

gled hat44*h' -fties, but are nowfubje^t to the grand 
duke. The city V is pleafiintly fituared in a whole-l 

fomc air, and of liugc'-'circonifcrence, thdugh its inhabitants 
are not in numbii.r jabove reventc^m ihfjutmd. They Jrt; 
]iov*7ever noted foriltir pnlitcnefo aftS cllgancc, many of the 
"Tufian nobility for their xefidcnce ; and it is 

thought that the Italian tongu^ is fpokenj^ie in its greateft 
purity. It is an archiepifcopal fee, and its G'>iblc cathedral 
is crufted within and without with marble. Its pave- 
ment IS extremely curious, and wefl preft^ vtJ ; hut tlie iini- 
verfity, which was founded here by Chnilcs V. is on the de- 
cay, though the Jcfuits college contains a good number of 
great dukes of Tujlar.y hive indulged the in- 
habitants in retaining fome forms’of their repubdean confti- 
tution, though the fpiritofit is abolifiicd. 

The didrid of Sienna is large, and great part of it, efpe- 
cially tliat whicli^is called the Mareinma di Sienra^ and w'hicli 
runs fe'venteen Italian miles along the fca-coail, is unheaUhy 
and thinly inhabited. • It contains however feveral bifhoprics, 
and a confiderable number of caftles. forts, lown*^, and vil- 
lages. ALonte Puli'ianoy and Alonie AUino^ though both bi- 
flioprics, are fmall places, but famous for their wines. 

T HE Stato de gli Prefidiiy lying on or near to the fca-coaft, 
confifts of^a chain of forts, and fbrmerly bebuwed to the Sien- gp 
72rj}i but is now fubjed to the king of the 'Two Sicilies. The 
inoft confiderable place it contains is OrLiiello, which is 
Ihongly fortified, and has a good harbour. PiomhiKo^ whV,h 
makgs jT'tigure in the following hiftory, (lands on a rock iirx^ 
the ica ; bur, though it has a citadel and a nnlace, it is now 
an inconfidcrable place. P\gtG Longonc h a fmall fortified 
port ; and Porto Ferraio^ a fortification likewife, belongs to 
the great duke of Tufeany. TL'he other fortified places in this 
diftrid are Tclamone^ Monte Argentaro^ Porto Ercole^ Monte 
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« tbtHifionol the Tufcan ■Shtes'. 

FiUpp«t vnd^Port! St. Sufano. All which fM mentioned in 

hiftory, both ancient ar(d modern. 

• The chsi^jches picrin^ony^ part if not all of^ which lies ^ 
wlfiiuT nre ^ir/jicnt Etrur^kt^ or Tufcany^ is bounded on ..the ^ 
North* by the p'cneiian territory ; on the Eaft by the Adria- 
tic \ on the Sout,veaft by the kingdom of Naples ^ ; I dfr'tbe 
South by the ^Aft'dii^erranean ; and on nhcL W eit by tne grand ^ 
dutchy of Tufeiny and the Modenefe. Its exter^.£B«wt-4^Ic^'i^ 
to South is about two hundred and forty fnibs. Its greateft 
fiom South-weft to\Nortb-eaft is one h/nnicd and twenty* 
Englijh miles, aniy.^’j.fci'alleft about twenpj. 

St. Petei^^^ A DESCRIPTION of the papal dop^ini/ns, a fmall part of 
fairimony. which is confidered as belonging to the(ri*>jthj^in docs 

pot come within our prefent defe?j^ Jt.ii fufficient to fay, 
that the ftate of the church is ^latuhdly l)ne of the richeft 
^rM moft poweri'ul |,in Itjfily^ and the rovc/iues would be im- 
menfe, were it not for'' the oppreflionsiof its government, 
which appropriates the labour ^ the ;^>oor inhabitants to ic- 
felf ; fo that no;j[»ing but idlSnefs and wretchednefs, except- 
ing among the Bohgnefe^ who ftill retain fome of their an- 
cient privileges, is to be feen through the whole. The caufe 
of this mifery is,'%^hat the popes, who at the time of their 
ele(Slion are advanced in years, generally give their dominions 
up to be preyed on by, their rapacious needy relations, v;ho,"“ 
confidering the (hoft remainder of their kinfmanV 
the moft of th^m. 

Jiucca. LUCCA i$ the only ftate inTufcany that can be faid to 
have preferved, or rather recovered, its liberties ; and the 
bleflings of freedom are difcernable all over the republic. 
Though no more than thirty Italian miles jn circumference, 
it contains, beftdes the city of Lucia^^ one hundred and fifty 
villages. The number of inhabitants are computed at one 
hundred and twenty thoufand, and the foil is improved to the 
utmoft. This little territory is bounded towards the South- 
weft by the Tufean Sea ; and on the land fide it is in a man- 
' ncr inclofed, all but a (mail tongue that ftretches Jp Modena^ 
by the grand dutchy of Tufeany. 

The government of the republic is lodged in a gonfalo- 
Mer, whofe power is much the fame with that of the doges 
^of Venice and Genoa, He is aflifted by nine counicfiors; but 
* the power of all the tenocontinues but for two months, dur- 
^ jng which time tfjey live in th(' ftate palace, and at the pub- 

lic expcncc. They are chofen out of the great council, 
which confifts of two hundred and forty nobles ; but even 
this council is changed by a nev^ eledtion every ttvo years. 



• fbe Uipry^f th 

TKe rfircniies of tAp republic are abour four bundled iboiifand 
fcudi or crowns^ out of which they )maintain five hundred 
^''yncn by way of regular force, and fyVerfty Sw//jif as a guard 
ailing magiftrates, v" * 

The fituation of the cityofiz/rr^ is irrfi plain, termi- 
natH^ ijj ^ofi delightful eminences, ad Jried with villas, 
furnmer-hoifles, corn-fields, and pIantatiQ|fis yo<» every kind; 

cither for ufe or pl^arJe is^ here wanting. 

The city, whic« three Italian miles iii circumference, has 
tegular welMinf\ Vtifications; and its Erects, though irre- 
gular, are wide, ''icil paved, and f^lijsdJjandiomti* houfes. 

The number of its\nh:>bitants are computed to be above 
fort^' I’lvjilaiid *, •''A '<v«y carry on large manufailures, chiefly 
of iilk ftulfs. Lh\m ha: '* bifliop, who ci.joys ilvcral extra-4 
ordinary priviliges and itsVathcdral is G^ibu, 

Tuscany w:is<oj(nier]y famous itsptv(^elve cities ; tj\cjrhet^the 
ancient names of wfcjlh were Vtiiy Clufinm^ Penifia^ cities of 

Crotonoy Aretiurtiy Fatixiu iyater/a>y Veiuloniiy RaJJellce^ far- ^»rient 
(jiiiniiy and Ceerc Tiie mocidin names a^e Bslfenoy Chtujiy i ulcany# 
Perugia^ Cortona^ ArezzOy Civita CaJhllanOy Voltcn a^ Cerve^ 
teri. The ancient Pcii is thought to be the modern ScrofanOy 
lying within twelves miles of Rome* ^Fctulo^lay near Ptombinoy 
and the place on which it flood is now called Bagni M Rofelle\ 
and tfie Tarqninii is fuppofed to be ih^^modern Cornetto ; but 
laft places no veftiges remairi. 

Several of thofe towns mairuained thtTir liberties and 
independency for a long time after the reign of Charier 
the Great, a jd flil! make a figure in hiftoiy. The territory 
of Pem^iia contains the lake of Thrafymcne (now cahed the 
lake rA Perugia) famous in ancient hiftory for the defeat of the 
Romanis by Hannibal l^ear its holders, Perugia at prefent 
contains three churches, which are worth feeing, three col- 
leges, an univerfity founded alinoft five hundred years ago, 
and two academies for the fine arts. Several people of qua- 
lity refide in Perugia ; and its ancient territory, before it fell 
under the ;jominion of the chureW, was not inconfiderable. 

CORTONJy or as fome call it Crotona*, lies in the teiri- 
ritory of Florence ; and, though formerly of great importance 
to tliat people, who deprived it of its independency, though 
not of air Its privileges, is now remarkable for little elfe than 
being^he feat of a bifliop immediately fubjed to the pope, 
and for the literary meetings! of its inhabitants, which arp 
called tjo^ics Cofytaneaey or, Corioncan entertainments. 

CtuvER. Introd. ad Gcograph. pag. 137. 
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tThe BiJiory\>f the Statesl 

AREZiiO nov/ belongs to Florence) ar.d is frequently 
.piciuioned^n the fellcWing hiftory for the noble ftruggle its . 
whabitants,jnadc in deV-if^e of their liberties, and for their, 
generous attao’^^Tient to Florentines^ as long as thtlSi mS 
on which they ybmitted to* that ftate were obferved.i«^J.t is 
likcwife a bifh^jf/s fee, and is fituated on a c^ichvity, fur- 
rounded by a foveiV fertile valley : but both its chM»T.> cj'*aad 
houfes are nojv gor e to decay, though it fij^>-^efcrves fottUT^ 
remains of ancient grandeur. I ( 

ClVlfA CASTE^l^ANA^ the of the ancient 

Faltfa^ is now tf^^tnall mean looking^^own, in St, Peters 
patrimony, fituated on a high fVecr i Lk near the con- 


CIVl^A CASTE^l^ANA^ the of the ancient 

Faltfa^ is now tf^^tnall mean looking^^own, in St. Peters 
patrimony, fituated on a high ^.k near the con- 

ffluence of thw xivtisTrigUa and Vonfams many 

^ marks of antiquity. Its bifhoprj^^is joir^'d to that of Orta^ 
acd a flupendo'js bridge is built froa ijf e city to an oppo- 
^fife mountain. f\ , 

VOLTERRA lies in the territory 'jf Pifi^ and though 
{landing on a ijo'iintaln JWhoIefome. It is faid 

ito contain twentf' five churches, chapels, and oratories, and 
about twenty convents and religious fraternities, anc! yet 
upon the whole It is a p^oor defert looking place. It is like- 
wife a bifhopric, i:nd contains copper mines, which arc not 
worked. ^ 

CERFETERI lies in St, PetePs patrimr> rj d 

is a place now.fo inconfiderable, that it is fcarcely n t:,*'ioncc} 
In the maps. Some authors arc of opinion that Otta was 
one of the ancient Tu/can cities, and that it ought to fland 
in the room of Fcii^ 
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.•?t.e^HISTORY 6f FLC^ENCE. 

“•) • 

Containing thhlrijlory of Flore^jce at the time of the 
Decadence oj '^be Jtoman Empire ^tbe Charaher ofj 
.and the oiher Tufcan ; ana 


the RevoluU : ,;.y oj ■ *he Florentine G&vhmnent to tik 
Tear 1277. ^ 

% 1 

T he Etruunn., oxTufcans, of wnofe Florence 

is no’A* the cap?.-.-.!, Wer; the pareRts^of the Roman re- 
ligion, learning, and policy ; <md that cit^, with its territory, 
ever fince the revival of literature in Europe^ has be^n fo dif- 
tinguilhed in arts, in fcicnces, anc^at certain periods in arms, 
that old Rome cannot be faid to have owj^ more to the Etru^ 

• rianSy than modern Europe does to the FlorenUnei. 

_ The ancient hiftory of Florence R blended with that of 
Rome^ nor know we of any author who has treated of it 
feparately. We fhall therefore commence this hifiory from 
the year 408, when the Florentines inftituted a fcflival-day in Feflivat 
commemoration of the great overthrow given by S. '::.cho^ i\\c i^jjiituted 
gener«ll of the ehineror Homr 'nis^ to the Goths in the Fcfulane at FIo- 
mountains near Flor^nce^ and which delivered that city from fence, 
thofe barbarians. The barbaiians, however, again gathering 
bead, about the year 414, Florence and its territory weie 
again depopulated, and for fome years after the Fhrentims 
bore their fharc in that general devaftation which oveiTpread 
all Italy \ nor is the reader, in /uch indifcriminatc feenes of 
ruin, to tAcpefl any particular hiftory of this country. All wc 
know is, d\yexAlark^ iht Gothic king or general, led a frefh Firjl ir- 
bc#dy of thofe barbarians into Italy, and the emperor Hf^o- ruption of 
rius gav^vJii^ confent that they (hould pafs in a friendly ma'K’v 
ner %o the confines of Gaul. The bmibarians appear to 
been Chriftians ; for the imperial generals treacheroufly took 
advantage of their high vcncAtion for Eajter- Sunday to attack 
them on that day, which the Goths thought ought to be facred 
from blood, and fuftered themfelves at fir ft to be cut in pieces, 
rather than fight. At laft, roufed by the impiety of the Im- 
perialifts, they fell upon them with fuch fury, that they gained 

• a com- 


jMh Florence? 

. X ^i6ittry ; *hnd, inftead of continuing their march 

towards Gau/f they took pofl^on of Tufeany, Stilicho was 
fent againfl; them \ btit^^/ng himfelf an eye to the empire, * 
he protradeJ^fhe war, mMout driving the barbarians^frajT*/ 
their new habit^ons. Thfit, great genera] being taken off, 
through the jealowAr of Honorius^ the Goths fpread th^nfltflrVes 
all over Italy^ "a^^undered Rome itfclf. Upon fffe death of 
Suce^on Alaric^ they chofe Jkhaulphus^ his kinfman, 

^ iht har> and havjng again pl/ndercd Rome^ and t^vi^gt^Tufainy^ they 
iarian broke Athaulphus then married the daugh-' 

- ter of th>/’on(iperoi;--?^j(^‘^^ and fifter olf hreadms and 7/(7- 
• ^Mrius^ whom theC7<7/^i in their firft.:ii ru»i^'ion ix\io Rome had 
led away riaptive. On the death of Atly^h husj, f hji.wqs mar- 
ked to Conjhntitlf^ by whom Oie ^^FaleVinum, who fuc- 
ceeded to the Romah empire after the deata of the emperor 
JASmrius. ' " i f ^ 

Irruption Thk next irruptibn 6f the barbarian^ into Italy was more 
of the dreadful ^ than all fhe preceding one?/ They were com- 
Hunns ««- manded by the brothei*s/t 7 ////fl and Bleda\ but the former 
Wb’Attilaj having Hail! the latter, he became a great and powerful mo- 
A.D. narch. 'I'hat fpecies of barbarians he headed were called 
447 * Hums. Their ipginaKhabitations were near the P(dus 
Mccotts 5 and their devaftations were fo inhuman and rapid, 
that Theodor ic^ king of the Goths in Jtaly^ joined his forces * 
with^^V/i/j, the enff)eror Valentinianh genejal, 
cecded, in which one hundred and iixty thoufand men on 
both fides are faid to have been killed ; amongft whom was 
Theodoric^i whofe death fo greatly difpirited his fubjecSts, that 
though Attila loll the vidtory, he llill maintjained his footing 
mjho^ after in Italy. Having recruited his army from Pannonia^ he laid 
heinz dc- fiegc to Aquikia^ and, after befieging a for three years, he 
took and levelled it to the ground. He then made himfelf 
mailer of Vicenza^ Verona^ Milan, and a great number of 
other cities; but was diverted by Leo^ bifliop of Rotne, from 
attacking that capital. Upon the death of Attila^ the Vandah 
broke into Italy^ and renewed all the ravages of the Goths and 
jM-w; the Himns^ under their leader Genferic. Odoacer was the 
Eruption barbarian prince who made himfelf matter of Italy a? o. 

uftheVsLti-^ P'^fnc, and is faid to have been king of xhzTuraiingi dnd 
dajs, HcruH, The feat of the Roman empire was ntm at Con- 

of theKe-Jiantinoule \ and the cmpWor Zeno engaged Theodoric^ kmg of 
nili. the in //r7/v,'co march againtt Odoacer^ whom he de- 
feated and killed at Ravenna^ and thereby 7 heodoric became 
king of Italy., w hi-h now fuffered more, than ever by the fury 
of the bailirians®. The chief feenes of their ravages being 

® LcorARDi Aretini Hift. Flor. p. 15. 
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about Fbreme and W Tufcanyy^-vihak puticular bt/^ty 'is {«ud* 
lowed up tn that of their barbarK^n ; fo that we know Ut$le 
of it till the time of the LongohajMs undSr their jling Alhdnei 
made himfelf mafierKf Tufcany^ $iid almoft all 
Italy • Having killed Cuttimund^ jdxig of xht^epidic. another 
of*d^el|f^barous nations that ^en ravages all the continent 
ofEurope, tn fingle combat. Tie married iRofimund^ Cuni^ 

*«?7?)Wy iKiulj-*ful daughter, and made* a Arinking cup of her 
father’s fcull, cut ^f which he forced Ais qiieen tOL drink* 

The queen difleiSUed her indignation ; /but appli^ for re- 
venge to two offic.\^s. One of thei!iv^y^;heea ajhOTted by 
the king, and (he k]\iew#the other to be deeply in^love with,/ • 
herreIf;*^wadii,sdrn5^ti/4 them into the royal bed-s^anSber, xlity hfatb of 
murdered Alboine^ and li!.?. made her efcape t6 Bsavenna^ iklbolne* 

A KIND of an anarchy mcccedcd amcfngft the barbarians 
in Italy for about tCA^iears. Each hfad ^ a clan, or fany1y„ 
feized the city or •p.^mcipality that was fno(^ convenient for 
him nor does it ^ppt^r. in hiftory, to wJtiat particular barba- 
rian the government of Ttf/can^^W during^^bat time. It is 
however certain, that the Ixngobards^ or LombardSy were ■ 
nfillers of Itahy Rome and its territory excepted, for two hun- 
dred and four years, till they were^difplac^d by Charles 
Great, who is faid to have reftored Florfncey zndTufeany xnhariems • 
general, to a rel'pe^able condition, %ftcr they had contjuered 

«ny country in Italy from th*e fury of the bar- Charles 
barians. Some writers have been^f opinion, that, during ihe^tbeCrtau 
reign of barbarifm in Italy^ Florence was imireJy levelled to 
the ground, and deferted by its inhabitantj.. 

Wr, are nor, however, to tnlce for granted ail the invectives 
publiftied againft thofe northern mafters Italy y who perhaps, 
in fact, were lefs bai Parous than i\\Q Italians themfelves ; at 
leaft, they were much lefs fo i^i^nCharles the Great, who con- 
quered them. 7'he remains of antiquity, {till extant at Florenccy 
prove that it never was utterly demolifhed ; nor is iheie any 
likelihood of its being new- peopled. The legiflatioji of the 
Varbariapjf^ as they are called, (fhjt Longobards in particular) 
was the wifeft and the moft civilized of any other peoph', 
and tenders rather to population than devaftation, I'he ra- 
vages they were obliged to commit, proceeded not fo muV^ 
frofTi^th^i\"*cwn difpofitions as from^the treachery, the folly, 
and ingratitude of the imperial coi»rt and officers. Though 
? f 'v/c and warlike in the fields they knew Irtctle of the art of 
befieging ; and the nobility and chief land-holdcis oiTufeany 
(oon learned to immifre themfelves, their families, and at- 
tendants in cables and fortifications, by which they were 
commonly fafe during the ravages of war. The natural fer- 



ftlHf ht tiieir fubfifiencct while the 

liiuw^fis ^eneraltf «ifVar amonglt themfelves. }io 
* hov^ef) diA tKolj^avageB ceafe than the ancient in« 

habitants renh^d their farmer habitations; and it i>r4!aQr'> 
^h^probable, mt all that^'4^/7r/rj did for Fljnnci 
WiU tus givinj* t^r former inhabitants a farther feclirit^ 
ftpaiting tbefortin'atijjns of their cities. ® 

Inflhi^km ' ABOUT the ycaJ 773 , Charles^ or, as he 
§fC\kWt\tsmagney having bccA ci owned and confirmed' king of Italy by 
ilxQnat the pope,^the governments of the feveraf* tf.itcs tncre began 
aaltaly^ to recow fof»e-<*^5,T^c^f confiftcncy. y-r.e oiiginal families 
• \ of Italy^ .4nd the defeendants of the* varfous clans of barba- 

brians wh^ ha^^ inhabited it, were com* 

nnon mafs ; mia the foedal laws, w^n were of Gothic ori;?inal, 
apd then prevailed all over halj^ gave the leading men or 
rmstgiftrates of eachk ftatr a degree of aih)7'ority very little Tub* 
ordinate tn that of Xjpreme. All thztl Jiarles required were 
certain tributes, or what we call r^endoi^ as marks of his 
fovcrcignty ; an(f<^ic left in other refpeSs, to make the 
beft of their fituation and natural powers. Of thofe fiates, 
the mod eminent were Pifa, Florence, Perugia, and Sienha, 
and each had a Aparat^ manner of cultivating its intered. 
Charatier TheP^w applieiTtbemfclves to maritime affairs, being the 
Flo- only maritime c\vy xvi Tufeany that was left ftanding. The 
rentines, Perugians turped themfcives to agriculture, lO^’WrrtrTfnnTCy 
and ibe were encouraged by the fertility of their foil. The Sienneje 

otberTxii- had a rich nobility, which maintained them in affluence: but 
€2XiJlaics. jjjg Florentines were dtdinguifhed over all the other inhabi- 
tants ofTufeany by indudry, their knowledge of the civil arts, 
and their uncommon ilrength of genius. For fome time 
thofe dates lived in great harmony with each other; but that 
was foon interrupted by the difputes between the popes of 
Rome and the emperors of Germany. The empire, whicli 
was originally founded in Germany by Charles the Great, for 
the protection of the Roman pontificate, had alniod proved its 
ruin; and ignorance aril' fuperdition, which d'^ily gained 
ground after the edaUifiiment of that empire^^ both in Italy 
elfewhere, did not leave an option for anyTiate to be 
/ ^utral, farther than as its intedine divifions prevented 
^ its being of much fervire to either party. Sued the con- 
dition of Tufeany, whichf in this quarrel, fudered perhaps more 
than (he had doife from the Ifirbarians. The emperor, Fre^ 
'Tfresxmy ofderu IF. of Germany, put to death, by various tortures, many 
tU of the Tufean nobility, who had takbn part with the fee of 
rorfftit^jpime s and they, in return, bad their revenge upon his party.* 
lie II. 
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Fhrtntitks into a ftatc of f^§iSs tU 

o\ iblf Mobility which oppofed hfmn It is from , his death 

proptrJiy fpttking, the hiliory of ^ntnct ougt^' tacommencfit^^ncs. 

The remdns^rajnce of his tyrah^ iiifpired t\^Fkrmiines wish 
fuch STH . avcrfion to monarcl^ai gc^er^ent^ that from 
thenceforth became a republic. iThe people took TJ^ertffk 

tt^e dirr^ion Oi' a^airs upon theoifelvesa and*the wirdom^/i^e/^/^ 
fpirit, and fleadin with which thjpy proceeded uj^n their sV 
new model are alnv ft incredible **. xh^--aecwjycl, and 

rcinftated in their fc *mer* conditions, the nobility • 
ric had BlfxuftiLi; <in(fC'ereby more than balap^nd tht/incereO; j 
of their antagonifls. Thc^uiext made, choice of twelve ma- '^ 
giftrates, who, on account of their pre-emmepce, were calljji 
Antiani. They div^-lid their city in^ fij^ards, from which » 
were to be eleded^t - eir magiftrates, anp all their' public of- 
ficers. They inftituttu^ a militia,, out of tbofe wards, properly 
regimented, which militia was riinoppofe atiyifai^ious attemptft 
of their nobles at home, and to repel all attacks from abroad* 

Florence now rofe to be an independent government,* and every 
one Q|( its magiftrates was a patridb. fir ft war was 

with the Pifioians \ who though they^had^een reduced, like 
Florentines^ to a ftate of flavery by Fjrederic 11. yet ftill 
continued t?ieir attachment to the Grri;7/?;i ei^perors. This 
raifed the jealouiyof i\it Florentmesj who. looked upon the 
Pifioians as the enemies of their liberty, fohigh, that, not* Their 
withftanding all the oppofition the imperial faSion made, the 
they invaded the eerritolry of the Pifioians^ and defeating their Pifioians^ 
army, drove it within the walls of their city. The Florentines^ whom th^ 
returning vidlorious to their capital, chafed from thence all they»^dW« 
remains of the imperial fadtion who bad refufed to ferve in 
the Pifioian war. Thofe exiles fied to Sienna and Pifa^ and 
excited the magiftrates of thofe cities to a war with the Flo- 
rentineSf who foon after reftorej^ ,,;the party who bad been 
exiled frOiJi Arexzo^ another city oVTufeany^ for their oppofi* 

-<iaio» Xo^^deric, After this they enter^ into an allianos 
wish four other ftates, fome of whofe names are little knoi^ 
at this Miatenentia^ Urhinoy and Alfiumy nots;^ 

Palo,^ The coniequences of this confederacy were, that the ' 
FlorentineSy in the faroejear, brodght two armies into the 
field ; the firft againft the Mil^elliy whom tliey defeated ; and 
the other againft Mantaria^ which laft city they took in a 
winter campaign, ancT levelled to the ground. That fame 
year they entered into an alliance with the Genoefe againft ftie 
Pifms. 


^ Leonardi Aretini, Hift, Flor. p. 19. 
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^ heir far- NeXT jjfar they;waftedf%e lands of. fueir enemies abeJUC 

therfuc- ^Pavhj ancr took the plai^ by the help ©f warlike engines. 
eejes. While the Fla^ vnthes wej? befieging Pavin^ their altW of 

Lucca were defied by ih^ifans^ who weie returning4:^Cne 
with a vaft nymb^of captivkjj. When the Flgrgtt'mes heard 
Litequefe^ ^bey inftantly refo! v^rLtn^efcHC • 
and a ftrong detachment frrTm their army 
pofe, which overtook* tlafc Pifans near thc^ 
A bl oody ^ ttle enfued, in which xht Florentines 
were V faf ' iSkT nfled with Pifans the fetters in which 
the Lucqi^Jt had been dragged befuffe. yAfter this, the Flo- 
— exiled; cheffc tjuiao Novella 


of the defeat of th< 
their confederates 
was fent for tfiat pi 
river Herk. 


^entine n&bkfne _ , 

Tor their heacf, and^ marched agaij^ft Florence as far as Fighini, 
Being oppofed tw the Florentines^ the nobles made themfelves 
Rafters of Fighini the F/Ww/zw^-^cfieged. A treaty 
was then propofed and concluded, by which the nobles were 
re- admitted to th^ ^ity ; hut jfighini w^s demolifhed, and its 
inhabitants were itfcorporatf j “ uth the citizens of Florence, 
^hey defeat This expedition being ‘'thus' glorioufly finiflicd by the /?< 7 - 
the Sien- renrineSj before they rcti'i^ned home they marched to the deli- 
verance of their c^federfates the Palomfcy who were then re- 
duced to great diftrtfs hy the Siennefy who were defeated ina- 
bloody battle by thp Fiorentines, So many great fuccefles in 
one campaign, ^ave vaft fpirit to the citizens of ttorence ; and 
next year they obliged the *PiJloians to fue for peace, and to 
enter into an oftenlive and defenfive alliance againft all the 
enemies of Florence^ and likewifc to rccal to their city all who 
had been exiled from it on account of theh averfion 'to the 
German Qm^evox, Next year the Florentines undertook an im- 
portant expedition againft the Sienvefey who were obliged to 
fue for peace, which was granted them on condition of their 
never again entering into war with Alfium^ and pf their never 
Iheltering or favouring the enemies of Florence, The Florcn- 
iinesy after that, marcherj jgainft Bonetiumy w'hich they in- 
ftantly reduced. They then marched againft Volto^. ^ Their 
quarrel with the Folterr an s was on account of- t 
pa-t with the PifanSy and the other enemies of Florence, The 
' yaft of war was then very imperfedf in Italy \ Floren- 

^ tinesy in a kind, of bravado, advanced their ftandards *o the 
foot of the lofty e^iinence on which is fituated ; upon 
which the Volterrans made a tumultuous Tally, without any 
head to conduft them. At firft they were vivSiorious ; but 
and take the Florentines recovering from their conflernation, drove their 
Volterra. enemies back into their city, which they entered along witk 


® Leokaxdi Aretini, Hift. Flor. p. 20* 
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the fugitives, MUighting was 'then at^an end tlie women 
and clergy threw tnemfclves at d^he feet of the conqueror^, 
who gencroufly ftopt all hofliliti and consented thcmfcives 
with obliging fome of thefa£lic^ noblemei to leave the citjv 
whofe go:'ernment from ihen'S bccaiie^ republican. I'his 
, expedition was begun and finked ip a f'sw davs. I’he -F/o- 
rmtine arm^ then marched againft the l^ipins^ who were fo 
^terrified by its fiCtefles, that they (hut tl emfelves npdn ihcir 
capital, and fent anibaffadors to negotiate* a peace, j.;hich they 
obtained, but upon hard terms, and tuwy'x^ ^.w*obyged to give 
hoftages for the pei 'ornVance. The Florentines returned * 
triump4-«M^y bomc'^i 3nd the fame year, mty edie/ 

the year of vidories, theyeredlcd in their city*a i:ia'.>jiilicenii 
town houf'', and O’ her noble edifices, for the udminifirarjon 
of puHir julhr- , ' I.ich till then 1 ad been confined to thi: 
hou' j of ;'...n lcvtr 1 magiftrates. 1 

Ni*:*! year, at the requefl: of the li^ople o^lJrhlno^ x\\t Gootl Taith 
Fhremincs fent a body of five ^‘^dred hoid*to their al]i{fance.«?/^-^^^ l^lo- 
T'hcfc, in their maich, halttfil where the 

or impeiial fadiion, poilcficJ the gtovernmept; hut no hov^ttitheir’wari, 
d'd the Flncrdinc horlc arrive then? than 'he Guelphsy or the 
papal fadtion, which the FlcrentinF fav oured, ran to arms, 
aiKi drove the Gibelins out of the c\r)\ The news of this 
com mg ru Florence^ the government there tbpuglit that their 
general Guulo^ furnanied Guerrd^ or the Wail ike, had ex- 
ceeded his commifiion, by committing hoftilities in a city with 
which they were at peace; and they immediately fent an army, 
whichr obliged tihe Guelp'^ fadlion at Arezzo to re-admit the 
expelled Gihilids. T his delicacy of the Florentines in ob- 
ferving good faith, cfiedted a reconciliation between them and 

Arezziems^ who put themfelves under the protection ofA^’^awo. 
Florence ; and a truce was concluded between the two people 
for five years, during three of which the Arezzians obliged 
themfelves to chufe a Florentine for their chief magiftratc, 
who alw'vs was a foreigner. The fame year the Florentines League 
jjjade a league v,^ith the Siennefe^ by which it was agreed, thanv/V/^Sien- 
njithef people fhoulci harbour the rebels of the other ; but.^bena. 
obliged to expel them, upon requifition : and thus the afFairr^ 
of t\^ I^loreiitines feemed to be in a t*'anquil fituation ^ 

They did not, however, long* continue fo. The em- Hijiory of 
peror Frcdoic left two ions, ^onrade and Manfred \ the firftConradc 
legitimate, the latter illegitimate. But Manfred^ notwith- WMaix- 
Handing the diradvantage of his birth, pofl’efled fo many na-^*'^^- 
tural endowments, that his father at his death left him the 

* Leona RDi Aretini Hift. Flor. p 23. 
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principality of about the year 125^; while his legi- 

ti^qiate brother Conra^^ having been crov '..ed king of the 
mansy aflunied the imperial^ignity, and pf/arched from GVr- 
matiy to take pofll^on of hx^ialian dominions. By the papal 
intrigues and power, then being pope, he was 

kept out of th« pbllkfl^oii of Nicies and Capua \ anJ while he 
Death of was endeavouring toVedbee them to his obedience he-died, * 
Conrade. as is faid, by poifoniadminiifered to him by Manfred^ on the 
twenty-fecund of Moy* 125:;, leaving only one fon, called • 
jfi Germany^ under the tuition of his 
Ajnother Eli'^'peth of Bavaria. While Conrade was on his 
leath-bedi? committed the care of«his fon an.^^iscon- 

lerns into thedi2Sds of his wife and her relations. Adanfredy 
who was a very ambitious princej refenting this, ftruck in 
l^itn the Holy Sc^; ^inJ, gripping young guardians 

of all their authorit]^ irfY//?^, he ufurp^H the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily ; t pretended he held them only till young 
Conradin fliould Mjp of age/^ Soon after this, Manfredy 
having gained his ends, bro/^e ^rith pope Innocent, who died 
not long after, and was fucjeeded by JUxanderW . in the year 
1 255. Both partlw prepared for war, and both were power- 
fully fupported ; biJ^ cai^^^inal OSlavian, the papal general, 
being of the houfe of ^H'aldi, was thought to have favoured 
Manfred fo much, that the pope intirely lo(t the.dungdom af«^' 
Naples, * • 

*f 'he Pifans T His fuccefs of the Gihclins fo greatly elevated the PifanSy 

/>&«> that they broke their lately contracted league with the Flo- 
league rentines, and, invading their territories, th^y committed vaft 
^Mith the devaftations. Upon this the Florentines and the Lucquefe 
Floren- joined their forces, and gave the Bijans a total defeat 
tines. ypQj^ banks of the Arno ; no fewer than three thoufand 
Pifans being made prifoners. T'he confequence of the victo- 
ry was, that the viflors marched to the very gates of Pifoy 
and forcing the Pifans into a fliameful peace, obliged them to 
deliver up the town of MdtrOna, with a large com^afs of the 
fca-coaft ; to give the Florentines the freedo.m of their city ; 
and to make ufe of Florentine weights and ineaiiTrc- isot- 
Manfrpd w^hftanding thofe fuccefles, Manfred daily gained ffleh 
getinj ^/ground, that the Florentines thought proper, au fudden, 
ground: iq make themfelves ma(fe»s of Boneii^ and pvntly to difmantlc 
it i while the peo{ 5 iC of Arezzo f^\d the fame by Coricna. 

In the mean while, the nobility of the CihcJin faflion, 
within Florence, took advantage of thoabfence of their army, 
and began to enter into cabals for refloring ihcmfclvcs to all 
their former power. The Flore 72 tine magiH:ratc:> in vain ad- 
monilhed them both of their duty and their danger ^ for the 

mal- 



»7 


^hi Hijtory of Florence; . 

malcontents difclatoed their authority, and kepj thcmfelvcs 
fliut up in their h^i^. The family of the Ulerti were, Fa^hns 
this time, at the '•he^ of the Ffirentine Gibelins ; and the cf the 
people, or rather the republicaijyjariy,^ refenred their contu- Guelphs 
micy fo nyjch, that they ran tp '‘arms^fcroke into the palace WGibc- 
of the UherA^ and, after killirv^ fome^ fo ced alii the Gibelim /« 

*to take refuge in Siemia^ wher| they foync^ flielter. This w^as Italy* 
a direct violation of the leagtfc between the Florentines and 
the Siennefe^ which had been cc^^I^d ihree yeail? before ; 
and the /y<7r^;7//Wj fent two • 

vello and Giacomo GeraMi^ to complain of therjfVJbreach ofj ‘ 

faith. l^'^^Fhrcniiik Gibelins^ however, had m/ide To ftrongl 
a party in Sienna^ and the dread of Manfred^ power was^ 

.there lo great, that the ambafladors could* obtain no fatish^- 
tion. Upon which the Florentinm derfafed war againfls* 
them. • * 4 • 

The Florentine exiles, dreading the Vonfequence of this 7'^/r Pin* 
declaration, fent a nobleman o/ \he l/^fr/^mily, one rentines 
mta^ and feveral other perro.*.s Oi^ confideration, to implore implore 
Manfrcdls protedion and affiftan^ Tlyfe ambafladors, ManfredV 
being admitted into that prince’s pr^ence^ made him a mofl pycte&ioru 
pathetic fpeech, which Manfred fee^d attend to; but all 
they could obtain was a Angle fqua«i/n of German horfe, 

;.fliorAi they v.-ere to carry with them to Sienna.^ His coldnefs, 
at a juncture fo promifmg to his Interefl, is imputed to his 
apprehcnfion that the Siennefe and the Florentine exiles were 
lefs in his intereft than in that of his nephew Cv:, udin, I'hc 
afliftance he propofed was fo little propoitioned t ) the exi- 
gency, that the deputies at firft were for dr'»']:()ii!j[ ji ; but 
Farinata was of a contfary opinion : Let Munfici^ fj’.d he, MagnajiU 

give us the fquadron, and we fliall foon nian-tjc Kn^mttyof 

that, if he has within him one fpark of rovdiiy, l:e i ! thilr ge^ 

greater reinforcements.” This magnanimity brouiilit chc 
deputies over to Farinaias fcnliments. "I'bey wafted upon 
Manfred^ 2\pd, with great exprcflions of jf>y in fheir runfire- 
nanccs, they pave him thanks, and accepted of the pioft'ered 
aiu. « 

While thi s d^ utation W'as in dependence, the Florentines ^htir ^-war 
had ai^ualiy entered the territories Sictwa^ and over-ian 
the whole country to the very gates "t^f th^ eapiirl, which Sienna, 
they blocked up. The deputies, returnin^wiih their GVr- 
rnan fquadron, refolved at once to attack the Florentine aimy ; 
but the attempt carriccfw'ith it fo defpenuc an appearance, 
that they thought proper to prepare the G^nuim by plying 
them with liquor for the whole night before the inrended at- 
tack, which was made with fo much furv nvM riioriiing, that 

Mop. Hut. Vot. XXXVL C ' the 
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the FUreni^ci were thrown into dlfordeig^nd a total root 
ikuft have cnfucd, had not their comi^anilers rallied them, 
aiid /hewn them, that the ^all handled of- Germans were un- 
supported by other tjfcops.'&«»Upon this the Florentines took 
courage, drove the Sl^unrfe^ ^^ho had made a fally, back to 
their city, anS, cutiiJij in pic><es every one of tfte Germans^ . 
they treated A/^^ftandari^, which they took, with par- 

ticulai ij;p.O!T:iny. It appeals ^ however, that they made no 
farthei atit.npt upeJn , but returned home in a few 

' r daVwS, tHfti’jl*J;J>e2«4cffjihte'0vas but half gone. 

EfftB of u ns Faiifft-tsi had torefeen, the abo^e** lofs and difgrace en- 

much, that, upon a frfefh appl» 4 .A‘A» made 
rijtntment,\^ him by ilu^ Florentine exiles, he^ordered one of his generals, 
^{^danoy to put himfelf at the head of fifteen hundred of his 
♦befi cavalry, lo mak'h tof the afliftance of the Siennefe and the 
Gihclim ot 'Flo) ence. This feafonable reinforcement gave fre/h 
Spirit to that cauSe^ and a kind of an univeifal league was 
foiir.td to fuppori-.t. For <poncr did the German auxilia- 
ries ariivc upon the Siennr^i^ terVitories, their time of abfence 
being limited onb' to thr/^'C* months, than the people of Pifap 
and ot I'everal nci >hbout<ing cities, declared for the Gihelin 
party, and a genera ^rer-lexvous of the confederate troops was 
held at Sienna ; from i/hence they prepared to proceed to be- 
ficge ALino^ a roun allied y^<\\\\ Florence^ but witlt’all the»SW-^ 
nfe territories intervening. I'his refolution being publiftied, 
pjut the Florcnthies under great difficulties, not daring to carry 
their troops to fuch a diitaiice from their city againft fo 
powerful a confederacy. T reachery is faid to have jningled 
in their deliberations. The graveft and moft experienced of 
their nobility and military officers werc'againft marching their 
army ; but their magiff rates and common people being of 
another opinion, the nobility refolved to go in a body to lay 
their Senfe of the Situation of the public before their magif- 
trates, and thev chofc Tiglari Adomar for their fpokcfman. 
Aretino^ the Firreniine hiitorian, has recorded aft excellent 
fpeech which Tiglari made on this occafion 
mfrehing, founded upon the fhort time the Gizrm^w'auxilip^-its 
^*wcre to be in the field, and upon the expedie*:c.y_of guarding 
their own city, and at the fame time harrafiing the tcritorics 
, ' of Sicn?:a by incuiij^ iis aiTd inroads, which would oblige them 

hnpetuoffy to remain :it home. All the i'nfwer he received was, that, if 
ef the tlo-jig to march, he might have his difmiffioii ; and, lo 

rentmes, put an end to all farther debate, the nfagiftrates, with the ap- 
probation of the people, iinpofed a fine u[’on all who fhouU 
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cfafe to oppofc the of their troops. •The only diiKculfy 

now remaining was^hoW to guard againft the faction of the*^ 
GVW/« party in th<|i /cj|if, during tnc alienee of the army; 
but ,at lalt it wjs F^olved to l^/ce thim to ferve in the 
army. After, this, the magiltricy gave notice to 
tieir allies of Lucca and Arezzo ^obc inWadinefs to join them 
about four miles fiom the city olyVr;/;;^, fchich the Florc?iilnes 
filtered themfelvcs would fall iiw their hands by ah mfur- 
redlion of the Gtu'l[)h inhabitants^f^^iWo Girapnrovi.r of the 
war. Jordano and the German aujo^arics Had my-^yet left 
Sienna \ and ordering gates to be fbut, he rev la'ncd for 
lome tinie wiinin the city, which confirmed th^ Florcnitna 
in their opinion that an iiifarildtion would happen. Eut^^r- 
dano having diipofed every thing for -a ^uriou/ attack, and or- 
dering the gates to be thrown open, advanced again ft the 
Florentines at the brad of his Grr;^w /2 cavil rv, and was fol- 


lowed by the Siennrjc and all the Flcvcntine c^iics. The Flo- 
rentines^ not expecting fuch an or ‘ct,* w'ere put into confufion ; 
but their horfe behaved fo bravely, ‘"hat the fuccefs of the 
battle was for forne time doubtful, til^he Fio'. cntincsy 

whom they forced along w ith them, d(vIar^for tire enemy ; 
and the Flcrenthu (a\alry, not even how to truft one 

;morhcr, aband^icd the foot. Jc w’as the ^-nftem in thefe 
days for European armies (the fame prevailed m^Entrland ) to 
carry along with them a chariot, or lathcr a Huge, moft mag- 
nificently decorated, and in the middle w"as fixed their chief 
flandard, which they confiJcred as the palladium of th'dr 
ftate. TlTe Floreriiine foot, finding themfclves abandoned by arr 
their cavalry, flocked roojid their ftandaid, crr^braccd \i ve\i\\tcta!Jy eir- 
tears of affedlicn, and pcrfoimcd miracles in its defence; l>? 

all was to no effect. The difciplincd Germans cut every man Sieu- 
of them to pieces, to the number of three ihoi.fancl, w'ho 
fought round their ftandard, and made four thoufar.d ptifoners 
in other parts of the field, befides taking the camp, baggage, 
and equipages^of the Florentines. 

what honor, gtlef, difpair, and cliftraction, 
overfpKad Florence upon this news. It was then that \Wofthcji 
efFedt of popi'^.i«- ftlhncfs, infpired by fuccefs, cnaiiicntly ap- 
peared. The great things the F/W»//VfiLhad done, w^rc byma^i^ I 
the common people and their maififtrares, w'cre chofi ii 
out of the common people, aferfbed to their valour alone ; 
and they looked upon the r^obiliry, who were, in general, men 
of a liberal education, and of fentiments far above what were 


common in that age, as fo many de;^ weights upon their 
fiate, and obftaclcs to their courage. They treated rlicir 
grave remoriftranecs as fo many pleadings fur cowardice, and 
C 2 ih^ir 
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their leflTonV upon cfvil and military as attainable b^ 

the meaneft capacity* In proportion f^’il^ir prefumption had 
been great in prolp-!rityi their vvas defpicable 

under advcrfity \ antf, witA;jlit confultinj. aught but their gwn 
fears, they abanclon^^d^the cl^y : fome of thenv t^moving to 
Lucca, and others Bologna, ‘at both which places they were 
moft hofpitably received an<*^ entertained ; and about the 
middld rif OSloher, ij6o, Florentine exiled nobility rp- 
entered ^^lorence wfthod^^# be lead oppoAtion. Their return 
put an po'pul^Tr government of Florence, which had 

V Jafted if: ' ^Jout ten years* ^ 

The Gib^- Y p Florentines changed tftRr matters s. 

^ Guido Novclh, d^ Gihelin nobleman, was put at the head of 
of their military affairs. Public juf- 
^ tice was^ adminittered* /n Manfred^ name. The inhabitants 
were obliged to fw.?ar allegiance to him, and the G^riw^?« fol- 
diers were paid out of the Florentine treafury ; while the 
houfes, eftates, and goodddJ.all who had left the city, were 
conAfeated or demolifhcd. This revolution, however, was 
far from removing thff apprehenGons of the Gibelin party, 
who fent a frefll depi'^ation to Manfred, intreating him to 
prolong the conti^ua^ice of fordano and his troops at Flo^ 
rence ; but all they Could obtain was a few months. WhUp 
this palled, the city of j{re%%o was miferabiy divided between 
the Guelph and the Gibelin faftions ; and, by Manfred's or- 
ders, a general congrels of the heads of his party was convo- 
cated at Empoli. The fubjeft of their deliberations was, in 
what manner Manfred's intereft could be bett ttrfcngthened 
in Tufeany ; and the general opinion was, that Florence ought 
to be demoliftied to the ground. Farinata, whom we have 
mentioned above, was the only member who had the courage 
to oppofe this barbarous refolution. The fpeech he made on 
this weighty occaQon was full of dignity and refolution, and 
coming from a perfon of his exalted chara£Ier and known 
courage, ttartled the affembly fo much, Florence was 
preferved ; zn^fordano being recalled, the^jihole j?swe 4 ;*of 
^the ftate, civil and military, was committed to Idovello^. who, 
'■ befides the ordinary troops kept up by x'^f^Fhrentines, had 
under his commancka thoufand mercenary horfemcn. The 
Artt ufe NovelUx^.ciz^Q of his power was to attack the terri- 
tories of the Lucquefe, for Having received Florentine fugi- 
tives. Having deftroyed the plain country, and taken fome 
cattles, he laid Aege to Lucca ; but that city was well provided 
for a defence, and the Florentine fugitives within it behaved 
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with fo great valc^r, that, the rainy weather coming on, he 
was obliged to raiwfcr'^ie fiege, and reti)|‘i^to Florence, 

His retreat gave W Lucquefe Florentine <who apptf 

time to’deliberate ; acwr they refolved tol implore the protec- Conra- 
tion of yowng Conromn, who reihained in Germany^ un- din,^»*«»^- 
der his mofh^r’s profec^ion. TWo Fldf^iine' kgigbts, 
iDonati and Bonacurfeo Adimar^ ^were irftiwfted with this em- 
bafly ; and when they arrived Jt Conramns cougt, - which was 
^tremely fenfihle of ManfreePist^txii^oMS proceedings, they 
found it difpofed as they could‘^?M^ wiflied for but the 
prince’s tender age proved an infurriSjfuntablc‘oDiL .5 '-e to their 
fuccefsj^and they wye obliged to return to LJcl‘\ ^ Next | 
year, viz, 1262, the Florentines there found means to fur-f 
prife Scgni\ upon which Niello once morp invaded the ter- 
ritories of i\yo Lucquefe^ and, being jjoinedy^ the l»e 

defeated Lucquefe and Flcrenime fugitives, who were* 
far inferior to him,* in a pitched battle,-] which put into the 
hands of Novella the greateft part of the territory of Lucca 
without the walls of that capita:. ^Thofe misfortunes obliged The Luo 
the Lucquefe^ many of whom weu‘ of thz Gibelin party, to tjucfe f,v- 
enter into a fecret treaty with one^rticle of vfWxQh p^l thcV\o>- 

was, that the Florentine fugitives fho^d b^/expelled from the renthie 
territories of Lucca^ and that there be a firm union Gobelins, 

between the L ucq uefe and the Florentines^ with a general rc- 
leafe of prilbners on both fides. Xbe fugitive# had fufpeSed 
nothing of this treaty, when, all of a fudden, they had orders 
to evacuate the Lucquefe territories, which they were obliged 
inftanily to do, with their wives and children, and to retire 
to Bologna, ^rhe/were followed by great numbers of the 
Arezzians, who could ^o longer refiff the arms of Novella, 

It is amazing that this fudden reverfe of fortune, by which a 
people, who, but a few days before, were little lefs than fo^ 
vereigns, was reduced to a ftate of exile and beggary, did 
not damp them, or at leaft prevail upon them to apply for 
fome mitigation from their countrymen. I 3 ut the cnthufialhi EffeSis of 
of party haff touched their brains, and indeed thofe of all the enthuftafm'< 
Itaticiiy »n ; and it is hard, at this lime, to decide upon 

the Kierits of the two parties that (hen divided Judy^ and tffe 
greateft part.-'-'’ Europe, I'he Gibehns could not bear with 
the upttarc infolence of the bilhops Ronie, The Guelphs 
could not endure the tyranny of the cm^o|s and of Alan- 
fred^ and perhaps they confiderW the pope as a power far lefs 
formidable than either, of them. Such feems to have been 
the fentiments of thU exiled Florentines of the Guelph fadtion, 
who confideied their country as being fubdued hy Manfred^ 
and they difdained to live as flaves in fiates where they had. 
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their fortune wa^ on the cve of 2 

" AIODENA^ like the other parts was torn between 

the two fa£lions oifiuelphs and GihAips. The exiled Flo- 
exiles rentines were now c^aifidei’cti as foldier^iof fortune, and Uic 
the M.)- Cjiie/pi'j fa^lioj^i in tl>u city invited therri* to th^ih afiiliance. 
dcnelc exilcb chcarfully^obeycd jhe call, and drove the Gibelim 

^ out of The^* were r^^warded by having the money 

and efil'cis of the cxpe‘.[ed pj^./ divided amongli them, which, 
being vet conliderablc, /^g.oled them to make a very hand-* 

^ fomc app^'.'a'iice; ‘ Th^ fame of their good fortune foon 
breached f and otheis of tneir party joined them, 
\Feg^io^ which lies in the neighbourhood of fiutderiiQ^ was 
pretty much‘in thj fame fituation-; and ihoGuelphs there had 
Jihewile taken a/rps againft theGVWmj, who were headed by 
'one Cojln^ a man of gigantic ftature, ano of fuch amazing 
ftrengih and ailivitj^, that he carried an army in his own per- 
fon. It was owing to him that ifitGibeUns^ on all occauc-ns, 
woiftcd the Guelpos in Rcg^io , and the latter, in imitation of 
ihofc of Modena^ called irj the adventurers, who flew to their 
deliverance. Being adra^ted into the town, a dreadful con- 
flict enfued in the vjiark'j^i- place, where Cafea^ as ulual, bore 
dolvn all before ^.ill he was attacked and killed by, a 
cbofen band of Flareriiinesy with the young Forefiu^ Adlmar^, 
who was gcner„l of the ej^pedition, at then' head and who 
is faid, by fome writers, to have killco Cafui with his own 
hand in Tingle combat, after a defperate engagement. The 
conquerors received the like rewards here, but in greater 
abundance, as 2 X Modcna\ and now the exiles began to be 
of threat confequence 'm Italy ^ where .affairs took an unex. 
pe6ted turn. 

SticcrJJion Pope Alexander IV. was obliged all this time to keephim- 
ef the felf Ihut up in Viter nor daring to truff himfelf amongfl: 

tfio Romans, Upon his death, he was fuccccdcd hy Grban 
IV. a Frenchman,, who ha(^ been a fhoe-maker at Troye in 
Champagne, Seeing that the power of Alanfrcd a.jd the Ger- 
mans threatened the extinction of the papal iBu-Z/^r/v, 

ar.d perceiving that the young Conradin^ who had then nily 
the title of duke of Anjlria, was too w^eak io Manfred^ 
or to recover the kingdoms he had ufurped, he beftowed, as 
far as he could Jic!!ow, the kingdom of Naples u^on Charles 
of Anpu^ brother \,o Lewis the Saint, and king of Fiance^ 
Charles accepted of the compliment, and made preparations 
to take pofleliion of his kingdom. In tkc mean while pope 
Urban diedy and was fucceeded by Clement IV. who, like his 
predcccffor, was intireb in the French intereft, and confirmed 

the 
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the grant his pred|cefibr had made tofc/w/?jof Anhu^ though 
m evident prejudi|p* fo the rights of Y[>yng CwJifw. Saint 
Lelvis^ it is true, fceAcd to make foiiic difficulty in agreeing Charles of 
to ftrip’an unoffendk^ minor of his ploperty ; but the f ope Anjou 
gor the better of his fcruplCs, 2it\d\Charles embarked zi^ro^^ned 
MarfeiHes^ih thi/y gallics, and arriftii at Roi^e in the year^'"^ 
<11265, where he was folemnly crowiM king of Naples and 
Sicily^ but upon very advantageous tern^ to the Holy See, and 
4pceivcd the important dignify ch ^ Rcrndn fenator, 1 • 

When wc write the hiftory C^^^J-ende at this period, wtBra-ve ex- 
write that of the brave Florentine tr^iles, who lA' led to fub of 
mit to s ufiJi^pations, and who had 'd their itM- 

vices to popt Clemesst^ in fupport of his new Tyflem of pow'ei 
in Italy, They were nowvtry numerous, well c*q nipped with^^' 
arms, and experienced in war. "rhe posc^ wiih great joy 
took them into his fervice, and told^tiem ne would depend ii^ 
a great meafure upo*n them for fuccefs. ^At the fame time he 
made them a prefent of a new armorial bearjng for their flan- 
dard, which w'as a red eagle iqueezing between his talons a 
blue dragon. After this, at the recommendation of the pope, 
they made Guido Guerra their genewl, anik they marched in 
a body to join Charles of Anjou's armJ in th.i plains of Alantua^ 
where they excelled all the other tro^s/n the beauty of if dr 
appearance and the richnefs of ihcir^argiour. 'I 'hey were 
received with pftuliar honours Charles and his generals, 
they being the firft Italians who joined him ; and thur hdlo- 
rians have given us a detail of the complimetual rpecchiCs that 
paffed between C/w/^j and Guido upon this occafion. It is 
certain," that our* adventurers did him vafi: fcrvices, as his 
troops wgjE intirely Itr^ngers in the < ountry He immed lately 
diredlcd his inarch Monte Cajino,^ where he entired 

his new kingdom, and where our adventurers gave the fiift 
fpecimens of iheir courage in his fervice, by makin,: ihem- 
felvcs mafters of one of ManfreAs forts, which our hiftorians 
diftinguifh by no other name th'^n that of the German town. 

After this*k great number of other places iurrendered to 
Charles^ progrefs was fo rapid, ih^tManfed lefolved 

to put the whole to a fhort iflue, that of the fword. ChaPJes 
being equal V f ♦ward, bjfh armies diewupin order of b.iMjc in 
the pLflps of Jienevento^ tfee countiy <lf the ancient Sumnucs, 

Before me baitle joined, Alanfred l)'»dv t)f troeps, 

fuperior in appearance to all tliC* reft o\ Charles's army, of dif- 
ferent armour, and under a leparate Ci'mmand. Obfervlng 
at the fame time the new device of their ftai-dard, he afkcd, 
with aftoniOimcnt, who they were. Being told that they 
were the exiled of the party, Then, faid 

C 4 he^ 
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be, where ere the Floivntiaes of my party yon whom I have 
heaped fo many favcyji/« ? ** He was aoi^red, that none of 
them were in the fielc". This anfwer^rew from him feveral 
violent expreffions aglatnll their ingrlfjkude and cowardice, 
and pointing to tbeJexiles,*“ That b«ty of men, faid he, 
this clay muri^be coniuerors ; for, if I am\■ic5loriqu^, I am de- 
termined, at any rate! to make them my fiiends.” Manfied* 
then ordered (.he fign^ for bai|!e. Guido was at the head of 
tile Fktenftinei^ and th^ar ft^^ard-bearer was Corrad Mogni^ 
nwntano^ a Pijhian Their courage in the battle 

^ was anfwcVOTe to their vt^jrllkc appearance. Adlanfred's 2 smy 
Manfred I defea^ea, and he hirtifeif was killed; and amongft the 
defcaud tprifjners made by the ri'jrenUncs were feveral of^fReir capital 
(tnd khkd, enemies, particularly JordunOy w*hc, four years before, had 
given them the fallal defeat near Slemay and who hnifhed his 
'life in prifon. By this vi»£tory Charles came into pofleffion of 
all the kingdom of Naples. 

Popular The ,fadion in Florence were terribly difconcertcd 

gouernmenthy this fuccefs of Lharks\ and the friends and relations of thd 
reflored in exiles began now boldly to avow their principles. Novelloy % 
Florence, the governor of who till then had acted very op - 

preffively in his ofBce) a/^d his creatures faw it was in vain for 
th4n to refift ; and^^iytntcd that a council of thirty- fix, half 
Gibellns^ half Guelphs\ fhould be inflituted, to take care of^ 
the affairs of <whc public. , The head of fhe Gibellns was 
Caihalaniy as Lodoringo was of the Guelphs, Thus popular 
government was, in fome meafure, reftored in Florence. The 
heads of the two parties agreed fo well together, that many 
excellent civil infiitutions at this time took 'place therb. The 
different artifts and tradefmen were divided into companies. 
Each had its feparate difiinftions and armorial bearings ; and 
it was agreed, that all fhould aflemble, in cafes of danger to 
the ftate. The nobility did not relifli their lofs of power, 
and began to cabal together, when the people refufed to pay 
the mercenaries that had bern hired by Novclloy who, calling 
his friciids and troops together, expelled the thiriry-fix from 
their pofts in the government ; and from that tiwwi.a civil war 
cdTnmenccd. The Larnberti^ a noble family in Florane^ 
joined with Novella ; who marching to reduocJL-f'^^e populace, 
y at the head of his Gef^ians and the nobility, was i^iceiveci 
with fuch a (howfrk- bt (tones, difeharged from the windows 
and roofs of the houfes, that he was obliged to retreat to the 
old temple of Mar%^ which was the place of rendezvous for 
his party. He then repaired to the houfe where Cathalani 
and Lodoringo were, where be demanded the keys of the city- 
gates, which, after feme difficulty, were fen: to him; and 

then 
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then he, with alk the nobility of hiAparty, and his German 
mercenaries, out of the citytijd took p<ift at Prato. 

This meafure had betSi didated by jeayufy and fear, though 
the tw6 magilirates o^’^the people hadipromifcd to quiet the 
tivnult if he woulWtemain in the cityj Upon recolledfion, 
he found 415^ had yiftaken his meafui/^is, and marched back 
♦ with his troops 2md followers to Fhiknce^ where he found Novello 
the gates ftiut. Both intreaties and^orce were . inefFe£tuaI 
lox his re-admittance ; and fpen^ng fome*hoiys,.in vain,A«^-» Plo- 
he was obliged again to make hL<,\J5f(?tea£ to Pratif. fence. 

The people thus regaining the j^overnmcn; -if their city, conjli^ 
thought of reverting to the princilplcs of their nrft popular re-* 
conftifution, and ot reftoring the magiltracy of the Antiani^lFored^ 
under which they had dorie fo great things, ahd which ac- 
cordingly taking place, the authority of^lje two late pj;e- 
fiderits, inftituted by Novello^ was^ftefeby abolifhed. It 
wonderful with wlfat moderation this reftored model of the 
Florentine government was eftabliftied. Th^c people by their 
late fufFerings became fenlible of iheir fStmer errors ; and 
though the illuftrious exiles were reftored to their eftates and 
dignities, yet a law paflid that ma*:!^ no difference between 
them and the nobiii y of Novella^ tif^tion, if the latter (hould 
think proper to return to the cityA T*)e tjfi- together 

turned covered with laurels, and weft received with prodi- the 
gious acclamatiTSns of the people,* who, integt upon banifh- Uuelph 
ing civil animofuies, obliged Novella to give lus daughter 
marriage to Foufim Aditnar. I'he contending families of 
the JJberti and Lainberti were united in the fame manner, 
and th^ir examples produced the like alliances amongft the 
other nobility of opooQte fadlions. It is remarked in hiftory, 
that tbofe iniciniarriages arofe from the people reflefting upon 
the dreadful confequcnces that had happened to, their ftate 
in former times on accognt of difagrecable marriages. 

This nuptial expedient however was far from having the 
defired eftc£f. The people puft^ed their power too far in be- 
coming tbli match- makers, and in forcing the parties ro in- 
termarry. ..The heart- burnings between the two faflions be- 
ga#i ag^in to gather ftrength, and the exiles, who were wot 
returned to, country, treating the oppofite party as van- 
quilhed, feverely refented their having deferted iliem at the 
battle near Sienna^ which the T'Vljr^fj^Whiflorians call the 
battle of Arbe^ becaufe it was fought on the banks of that 
liver. While thofe difeontents continued, Cznradin^ the 
lawful heir to the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ^ which hadi»^rt/« 
prjw twice been wickedly torn from him, though no most break out ^ 
than fixtecn years of age, was making preparations to re- 
cover 
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C cover his naternal inhlritunce. The injuSice done him In 

onr in infancjJ, as welL his right of raifed him 

but it ^rds necefl'ary for^im to depend for fup- 
port upon the Gilelijt fa£lion. Chatli^of Anjou^ now king 
of Naples and Sicily^ frorefaw* the ftorm wproachin?, and his 
firft care wag to lelihe Tufcnny in his \tcrcft., "With this 
view he feiit, by thcY^vi'e as is :^.id of tlil*j Florentines^ Ma^% 
laiefta^ an rjlyflrious V'c?/;.' ;; nobienian, and one of his offi- 
cers, vivll a body of Yo oVerawe Pijhis and thf. 


prepares to r ■ > 

recover hi, *a"y 
right. 


S. 
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.^tenfion upon Ttifany ; and the 
holy fee, by a moft unheSrd or ffrain'of yijufticc, was obliged 
to give him a title. The [>op(' prcicnaed that durTng the 
vacancy af the Roytan empire temporary government of 
Tefcauy clcvolvci h\n\^ and undur th;3 aibitrary claim 

Charles conflitutcd Charles oi Anjou the inipeiial vicar or lieutenant 
^ over the whole province. The exiles had* been returned only 
matlta/icar^^^^ moiiihs Malatjfla jignificd his iiuemion to take 

op I’uf- poflefrion of Fhtence^ as well as the other places in Tufeanyy 

and the governing party gave him afiuranccs of welcome. » 
Upon this the GK'clins o^Ahe city left it, and for fome weeks 
all the neighbourin 2 : cc^ntry became a fccne of robbery and 
murder. 'Fhc Gilc^mf^eixt now what iheir adverfaries had 
been before, the ojrpoicrs of a foreign nower,^^T^ vvhofe name.^ 
juftice was adnfinilterc i m plorenic. But life papal authority 
covered all defccfs of title, and the Florentine Giirlphs thought 
they could not exceed in th<*ir grau inJeto a piince, who, 
like Charlcsy had reftored the.a to iheir country. I'he felf- 
cxiled Gibclins however were very powerful*; but at laft the 
places they had made themfjlves maftejrs of in t e Florentine 
teiritory were taken by thcr adverfaries, and gre.u numbers 
of them put to the fwo^d. I'he Gibehn laction be.ng 
thus totally fupprefll'd, the Florentines, wiio remained in that 
city, w'eic foon divided 'nio faciioie', ‘"’o a 'count of the f'ff j'cs 
that had been confilcated, but were now ciaimed by thole who 
had been exiled aher the battle oi /Fhe. A valf^ail creation 
followed upon this, and the matter w^as at latl TeViied to the 
paf-al and the royal decifion, which was in favour of the s/;*- 
biiJH f=*xib:s. This iniquitous fcntcnce was ot^^--5ned by the 
dread / f young Conraellf?,. who w;<s now ready to entc^ Italy^ 
and th " defire tljarii'^oih Charles and the pope had to keep 
the pM vailing party in Florer^tc in their inlercff, having al- 
road ib fully experienced their fidelity^ and attachment to the 
fe« of Rome, I'hus the very men who had fo bravely re- 
fified flavery f.om one nuarierj voluntarily embraced it from 
anoiher- 
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The pope h^ever did not think m fuiScienf to have on\y K nenjo coi^ 
U momentary afcc^ ’•’ncy over his ncv^ /ubjeias ; and he creaed 

naged fo that a polhjfcal college, forVc can call it by rio/«FJo- 
other name, was add*^ : to the other colleges of Florence* Are- ^ence. 
ih is of opinion tV^.t this colld^re fublTtted before but be 
that as if vnll, itjrertainly was renew ed and completed at 
t this time. The tfuty of the memhefs/. who had a prefident, 

(who fometimes was a foreigner, provided hc^was a Guelph) 
lulled to them, was to examine ir/o the princi^es, quali- 
fications, and condutSl: of the citij.'^'i ; and whe^ver under- 
went their cenfure became thereb-y incapable o* all truft in 
the government. o / j- 

GVELPHISM hexng thus firmly cftablilh^d \n Florence; 
the heads of the paity dedared war agayift the Siennefe^ nveen the 
revenge of their defeat at Arhe^ and laid ^h^it territory wa^c^FJoren- 
to the very gates of Sienna \ but lh?y could not bring their tinos 
enemies to a battle. While the Flof^entincs were upon this Siennefe, 
expedition, the Gihelin exiles rendezvour(j;d,iat Boniti ; upon 
W’hich the Florentine army inarched thither, with Mai itejla at 
their head, and laid fiegc to the place. The beiieged were 
encouraged to a vigorous defence,*''by afliiiancts fent them 
both from Sicnnn and Pifn^ of a p.jwerful divcrfion in their 
favour. The defence made by thc\^,ln*gcd was fo brave, 
that Charles of Anjou came in per ion into Tujlany to head the 
Floremine army. He was reccive.d with vail 'honours at 
rence^ from whence he fer our for the liege The place be- 
ing naturally ffrong, the befieged made a vigorous defence for 
four months ; but the numbers of the befiegers daily encreaf- 
ing, thS garrifon* at laft made an honourable capitulation, 
and Boniti furrendercuj to Charles. Thou.h winter at the 
time of the fui render was far advanced, yet before ho 

went into quarters, took fame places from the Pifam^ wh’^h 
he gave to his friends the Lucquefe^ and then put an end 
to the campaign. 

While Charles remained in Tsifeanyy he reduced the whole Pditical 
of that province to his obedience, excepting Sienna and Pi fa : /it e. of 
but he now*', t'/z. in the year 1267, received the importaiii Italy. 
ne\rs that young Cunradhy as the reprefentative of the em- 
peror Fredey '-'^ll. and head of the houfe of Suahia had 
paflVd The Alps with an army, to mal^good his family claims 
in Italy, The popes of this age, had aii \>C them, the fame 
turn of genius, which was fo^ an univerfal authority in tem- 
porals as well as fpiritgals. Though their power was then 
but I0W3 for it did not extend even over the city of Rcme^ 

» Ibid. pag. 39. 

yet 
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yet their influence was/incredible, througMthe pradices'of 
the ecclefia^flics upoii minds of the people, many 

of whom, the Florentines efpecially, ^re implicitly devoted 
to the holy fee, Thorf vulgar prepoflelfcis gathered ftfength, 
through the ambitioi/s views of conten^g princes, who in 
their turns fopnd- it their intereft to havl the R^titan pontiff 
on tiieir ficle. This was the cafe firft v-ith Manfred^ and r 
then with Chardes of Aimu^ as well as many petty lords and 
princes hij lia]y\ who,^y the favour of the holy fee, ha(^ 
crefled thc\^f"lves irtto'^fcpendent governments, only pay- 
ing a fmail donfideration to the pope. But neither Manfred 
|por Charles were princes \difpofed to be-jr fubjeclion to the 
oo!y fee longer than they found it neceflary to their^ ambi- 
tion ; and the pope at this time; who was Cle7nent IV. per- 
cei 'ing Charles^ nv^w that he was mailer of Tufeany^ to grow 
\ 0 Q p )werful and independent, would probably have broken 
with him, had he not dreaded the houfe oT ZuaVia more than 
he did that of Anjgu, 

tlijlory of HENliY^ brotlfer to the king of Cajiilc^ having long led 
Don Hen- a ^ knight-errant’s life in Aflca^ where he had ae- 
ry Cal - 2 ijpney in the fcrvic^ of the king of 

Tunis^ about this time eWe to Italy^ and by the mediation 
of money was trealiHZ viih Charles and the pope, who was 
flill at ViUrho^ aborc (iiirchafing the kingdom of Sardinia, 
While this trerty was on foot an infurrc6'c.5n happened at 
^'ho he- Rome^ and Don Henry was employed by the pope to quell it, 
comes 7naf wdiich he did, and became fo popular the that the pope 
could not prevent his taking upon him the title and power 
Korac. qC jTQvcfiior of Rome, The Cajlilian by this time bega'n more 
than to fufpcdl that the pope and Charles^ to whom he had 
lent a great fum of money, intended to deceive and difap- 
point him. He demanded the repayment of his money from 
Charles ; but receiving no fuislailion, he renounced their 
party, and embraced that of Conradin,^ who thereby obtained 
a valuable acquifition. Don Henry was not only abfolute 
mailer of R'ime^ but had in his intereft all \\iQ'‘MoJlems or 
Saracens^ w^ho remained in the city of Naples^ and who w»ere 
vc*y numerous there, and the king of who w^as tt-en 

a formidable power to Italy, He had likewifc^-f^-ne fleet un- 
der his command; anc his brother who w'&s ftill 

in the fervice of ih:‘‘ting of Tmis^ had fecured the greateft 
part of Sicily to his intereft. “ 

Conradia So many threatening events obliged Charles of Anjou to 
invades lay afide the dcfign he had formed of reducihtj Sienna and 
Italy. and to leave the Florentine territories. The Pifans^ 

Don Henry % ailiftan^c, had then a fleet at fca, and many 

of 
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of the Florenilne\iibeltns ferved on i\oard it. This Was of 
great fervice loConrPdin in Sicily^ : |hut that young priiKe 
was poor ; and whft he came to %ent he found himfelf 
o]t)iiged to difmifs /^is German army, but three thoiifand 
horfe ; a force fio fmall to fubd-ue Tt^fcany, which his 
, intereft led himAo have attempted*, < Being' joined, how- 
ever, by great numbeis of the Giheun faflion. he infultcd 
Luccoy butdurft not fight the FlorenVne army wn>';h came to 
Its defence, and harraffed him in this march to S'.'^na, The 
Florentines were commanded at this time . by orfe of Charleses i 
lieutenants, who, on his march tO)Jrb:%o^ difmifled the Flo- 
rentifiu horfe with a'kind of contetnpt of their fervices. Con} 
radin^s generals underftandting this, formed an ambufh againfi: 
the Royalifts, for fo the party of Charles Was called, betw^een 
the Arno and the mountains, at «tbe pd-fuafion of the F/e- 
rentine Gibelins who ferved under Conradin, This ft rata gem 
was fo efFeftual, that all the Royalifts, but a few who had cii.uj. ; ^ 
got over a bridge before it was feized by 'fhe Germans^ were 4i.j. u de- 
cut in pieces almoft without rcfiftance. This defeat of feated. 

great fervice Vo Conradin % affairs, ^and he. marched without 
oppofition by Viterbo^ where the pope ftill was, to Rome. It 
was in vain for the pope to launcb^out his thunders againft 
him ; for Conradin deftroyed the territories of Viurlo before 
his eyes, ana ^undcred all thc'-eflates of the Guelph faftion. 

He was received at Rome by Doh Henry with regal, or rather 
imperial honours. Charles^ who knew he was hated in Italy ^ Progrefsof 
by this lime had received a confiderable reinforcement of ve- Conradin, 
teran cavalry from France ; and though his nun)bers were 
far inferior to thole of Conradin^ who had aflually entered 
the kingdom of Naples^ he refolved to give him battle, and 
both armies met at Aquila^ or Alva, in Abru%zo. He knew, 
that excepting the Germans and the Florentine exiles, and lorne 
troops who followed Don Henry^ the whole amounrhig 
to fix thoufand men, Conradiq had but few foJdicrs in iws 
a my, ami that the reft, who were inoftly compofed- of needy 
Italians^ v^ete under no difeiplioe. He llieicrorc placed a 
IJrong ambufh behind a hill, out of the view of his energies, 
who at fir/t bore down all before them ; but falling to plun- 
der, tfis Charles had forefeen, he fell upon them with his am- 
bulhed troops, and totally defeated C:0'j^^>dln^ who had thought 
himfelf fure of vi£lory, and was with dilTirulty he cicaped jeated', 
to Rome. But the vidlory at Alva had chansied the face of 
affairs there, where the Guelph families of Utfini and Sab Hi 
now prevailed ; fo that he was obliged to fly horn Rome to- 

** JLbowaroi Aretim Hift. Flor. pag. 44 ^ 
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wards Pifai Kut in his /ight he was taken ^ifrifoner, with hU 
couiin the duke oF ^jmjlria^ who had^ttended him in his 
expedition, and Don Kenry of Cajlile. ^eing carried to iV<2- 
ples^ Conradin and theiluke o^r Aujiria^ tnMgh both fovereigii 
princes, were triqd before the Syndics o^the cities of that 
kingdom, and'condentoijd to die. It is h^-^idly credible that ^ 
Charles of Ajpjou, howbver ambitious he n^ight be, would 
have put ti^'acdth two ilinocent princes, tb . cldeft of whom 
was not feventecn ye^irs of age, had he not in a man-^^ 

1 ner been intimidated into that cruelty by pope Clement Vfy 
who, though then oif hi^dcath-bed, fent him the famous 
4 pothegm, Conradi vita^ Car oh mors^ CaioU vita^ Ctinradi 
mors^ which fignifies “ Conrad^ s\\^^}s Charles's death, Charles's 
IS Conrad's dea^.” This deteftable advice determined 
Gharles to put the fenteRjc^ in execution. 
andnutih On the twenty-fixth of OSioher^ 1268; the two young 
r/je duie 0/ princes were led to a fcafFold, ere£l:ed in the market-place 
i^udria of Naples^ together^'^^ith Gerard of Pifa^ who had commanded 
executed, the Florentine Gibelins under Conradin at the late battle, with 
feveral other peiA'ns of 2.nd there they all of 

them loft their heads. The death of Conradin was particu- 
larly afFediing. When came upon the fcalFold he threw 
his gauntlet amongft the people, defiring it might be car- 
ried to his coufin Peter of Arragon^ who wa.R'U 'revenge his 
death. He then fnatched up the head of the duke of Aujlria^ 
with whom the execution began, and, while he tenderly em- 
braced it, his own was ftruck oft. It is faid that his gauntlet, 
or glove, was faithfully delivered by a German knight ko Pe» 
ter of At ragon. 

While thofe tragedies were afling, fufeany was in a ftate 
rather of expedtation than tranquility \ but no fooner was 
the death of Conradin certified than both parties refumed 
their arms. A great many Florentine exiles ftill remained at 
Sienna ; and early in the yeat 1 269 they laid fiege to Colle, 
which is fituatcd upon the river Alfa^ a branch of Sie Arnoj 
and not far from Florence, The Florentines immediately fent 
fomor troops to the affiftance of their allies, and though onle* 
the cavalry threv/ themfelves into the place, x^^J^ienaefe raifed 
the fiege ; but being purfiied loft a great number of me>f, no 
quarter being given b^ircue Florentines, The latter, that fame 
year, befieged Ojitna^ which :war garrifoned by the exiled G/- 
belins of Florence, Not finding the place tenable, they en- 
deavoured to cfcape by night, but wdre intercepted, and 
moft of them killed or taken piifoners. The Florentines after 
this j6ined their troops to thole of Lucca,, and laid wafte the 
A peace* Pifan territories. This brought on a peace with the Siennefe^ 

who 



T*. Hifiory of Florence. 


3 » 


who admitted a j^vernor from C/w/si into their city, and 
agreed to give no harbour to any of me Florentine fugitives* 
who, in* confequence ‘ f this peace, w ire obliged to retire 
towards the Copuan trnitories, where riany of them were 
put to thfe livord by Florentines and others, amongft whom 
was ARioUnit Lh of the noble Fay^rcita^ weTe made pri- 
Toners and ifcnt idgFlorence^ where they were cai)itally pu- 
nif&trd. 'V • \ 

AR1.es of j^jou was now b« far* the mo^- powerful tf 

p'fince in Italy ; but the death of Urban IV. .and tlfe intrigues 
that followed in the ele<5fion of ^ new pope revived the 
trouble? of Tufeany^ %here the Gwelins again got ground- i 
Lewis king of France^ norw'ijhftanding his fandiTy, far from 
blaming his brother for his inhumanity‘s, af^this time unde^^ 
took a ciufade againif the king of 6n account of the • 

friendfhip he had fhev/n to Conradin^ and lecjuired his bro- 
ther to attend him. I'his happened juft at the time when 
the Florentines and Lucquefe^ not at all doufttTng of being af- 
fifted by Charles^ had made vaft preparations fur war againft 
the Pifans^ his and their determined ^ncmiei*; but the views 
of Chailes were very diftcicne from thofe of the Florentines, 

Being about to attend his brother, he ftudied to leave every 
thing in tranquility during his abfence, for that purpolc 
fet out in pe;riuii i)r Floience, AH Jiah thougi?t the ruin of 
Pifa inevitable, as Cbailes daily exprefled the inoft bitter ran- 
cour againft that city : but he no fooner arrived in the 
Tuftan territories, than he gave a favouiable audience to the 
Pifan deputies, vvh# oftVred to affift him with (hips in his 
African expedition. Upon this he not only made peace with Charles of 
them, but obliged the Florentines to do the fame. So unex- AnjeU 
pedfed an event greath' difl'atibfied the Florentines ; but to ap- makes 
peafe them Charles look and razed to the ground Boniti^ xyc peace 
Boniiium^ which was the receptacle of all x\\tTufcan Gibe^^heVA^ns, 
tins. His governor Guido^ howevc^, obliged the Florentines to 
refund all thus; money that Chailes had expended in the fiege 
and demolition ©f the place- 

T^he fee of Rome fiiil continued vacant; but the late peace Gregory 
between the Flat lines and Sienmfe had entirely reconciled X. ebofen 
thofe ivic) people, whtnZf7c/j the king died in hispopc, 
African expedition, and Charles of Arifu^' returned to Italy^ * 
where he found things in great diforder. At laft Theobald 
of Placentia^ afterwards Gregory X. was chofen pope. It was 
he who indidied the coiTnciI of Lyons^ and he then repaired 
with a vaft retinue to Florence^ vtith a view, as he pretended, 
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of abolilhing all diftin^ons of party in Tuf^iny ; but in reality 
to weaken the inieffe/t of Charles there. "^His eledion took 
place in the year ; and calling together all the, leading 
men of Florence^ he rfeade ihj^m a very Toothing fpeech, tend- 
ing to perfuade them to re admit the exled Gibelins into th*eir 
He alters city. I’his 'the Florentines humbly, thou h firmly, oppofed j 
the Ho- his holinefs, being matter there, he fenced tlypm to com-*-* 
rentinc^o- ply^ and/fl fhe favour he (hewed the g^jVerning^ partyj^ was 
•vernment. obligV fornc of tlje heads of the Vaition to give hef- 

tages, thatSthey would not make a bad ufe of the indulge^ 

' , that had been (hewn the;m. Notwithttanding his authority, 

land all ih^ fulminations^^he pronounced againft thofe who 
(hould break'the peace, and his even founding a kind of tem- 
ple of concord, to which he gave his own name ; yet the 
4’ cfiief Florentines’ remai/red vaftly diflatisfied with the peace 
that had been forced upon them, and the return of the exiles, 
who were fo apprehcnfive of the power of their advcrfarics, 
that they again ^rfuntarily left the city. This fo greatly ex- 
afperated the porJiiff, that he laid the remaining Florentines 
under an interdidl from all facred funflions. The Floren- 
tines^ who feem originally to have embraced the papal caufe, 
only becaufeit was leatt dangerous to their liberties, were far 
from being intimidated by its thunders; and Florence conti* 
nued under the interdift for three years, fo^tK-: it is doubtful, 
fays their hiftmian, whichrwas moft prevalent, the obttinacy 
of the pontiff, or the perfevcrance of the citizens. 

1 HE differences beiw^^cn the Guelphs and Gibelins in Italy, 
under this pnpe, who filled the papal chaif' four years, raged 
'Affairs of *^ore than ever. The Florentines offered again to aflift their 
*1 ufeany. friends of Bologna againft their adversaries with troops ; but 
the Bolcj^ntfc refufed to adnr^it them into their city; The 
Pifans again expelled the Guelphs out of their territory, and 
they found (belter in Florence and Lucca, Their chief wai 
count Vgolini^ a man of vaft confequence in Tufeany ; and, 
notwithttanding the repeafed menaces of the pooe, the Flo- 
rentines and Lucqitefe put him at the head of an army, with 
vdiich he laid watte the eftales of his enemies to the very 
gates of Pifa, The pope at this time was holding the coun* 
cil of Lyons ; and growing daily more and mor^f'uneafv at the 
power of Charles of .irejou^ he wrote to the eledtors of the 
empire, commanding them to chufe an emperor, as that dig- 
nify had been in fadl vacant fifteen years; threatening, if 
they did not agree in their election, to give, by his own au- 
Ccant of thority, a head to the empire. Their choice fell upon Ro- 
dolpb of Hapjburg, anceflor to the prefent houk of Jujiria, 
clAcn chiefly becaufe he was fo inconfiderabl'e a prince, that the 
fena-. 3 dcflors 
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eie(^ors had nothi^ to fear from his'^ower. This eledion 
happened in the year 1273; and the )^fol lowing year k was 
confirmed by the pope, whofe friend(hi|[ was of great fervice 
to Rodolph. 

THE^ny^erial di(j,nity being now filled, C/S^^ 7 W^J of Florence 
king of had 'no farther pretext for acting under under an 

pope as imperial vi(Kr in Tufcany\ and this was thought to be interdi^. 
the- oreat view thenope had in battening the olctH^on of an 
evperor*^ Gr^^^yji^owever could ^ot be^ prevailed upon to 
remove his interdict from the Florentines^ though by the 
fwclling of the Arno he was obliged, upon his return out of 
pafs, again# his will, fome days in Florence, All 
he could be prevailed on to do was to give the people there 
his benediction, but withoflt remitting l^ieir punifhment. 
Removing from Florence to Arez,%o^ he th(u*c? fell fick, 2 lt!& Qeath cf 
died in 1276. He w^s fuccceded by Jrfhocent V. who took oftthe p&pe, 
his predeceflbr’s inicrdid from Florence* The war between War -with 
tlie Florentines and the Pifans flill continueji^ and the latter the Pifans. 
had, with incredible labour, cut a ditchp which divided 
the territories of the two republics, and terminated at the 
mouth of the Arno, This ditch was^fortifie^i at certain dif- 
tances with towers, and for fome years it was of vaft fer- 
vice to the Pifans againft the incurfioq^ of the Florentines, 

The latter hov)»'^ver at laft difeovered, in ^ dry feafon, that 
they could pafs it by the channel of ihtArno^ which they did 
with a body of horfe, and furprifing the Pifans^ they and 
their faithful allies the Lucquefe cut in pieces great numbers 
of them, and drove the others to the gates of Pifa. The 
allies then^plundere 3 all that rich territory ; and were making 
difpofitions for befieginj^ Pifa itfelf, when the pope, by his 
legate, one Valafco a Spaniard^ forced both parties into an 
accommodation, by which count Ugolini and his friends 
were reinftated in their former honours and pofTeiGons in 
Pifa ; and all the other matters of controverfy between the 
two republics were referred to his Aolinefs. 

INNOCKNT dying in the fourth month of his pontifi- Adrian V» 
cate, he was fucceeded by Adrian V. who lived but a fevj cho/enpopct 
days* after his eledlion ; and his fucccflbr, fobn XXL was and is the 
killed by an at.*.lQ At at Viterbo^ in the fixlh month of his pon-T^*^^^^ 
tificate :* thus four popes died in three years. The next 
pope was Nicholas III. an Italian^ of the noble houfe of L/r- ^ 

whowasc&ofen in the ye# 1277. This fpirited pon- 
tiff followed the plan chalked out b)[(iregory X. for reducing 
the powdr of Charles oi Anjou and the French fadlion in Italy ^ and 

^ Aretini, pag. 52. 

Mod. Hist. Vol, XXXVI. D de- 
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deprived him not oiily of his dignity, oi Reman fenator, but 
of the vicariate of Tufcany. His holinefs, at the fame time, 

' put his kinfman B'rtoJo Urjini at the head of fume, troops, to 
give the greater weight to the pa^al authority ; and fent 
his legate Latino^ who was very popular in Tufa^ny^ to re- 
concile all* the jarring imerefts therein i Tht:|* legate was a 
man of great addreis ; and finding thatVhe extiravagance and 
haughtif^efi of fome of the Mobility i\ad dUgufted 
the magiftracy, he artfully brought tife latter over to a^ree 
to the recalling the exiled Gibelim^ by which he conciliated 
all parties in the city to each other. After this, to make 
the reconciliation more Jading, he piv;vailed on tho^ heads of 
each fa£lictn publicly to embrace one another, and to give 
reciprocal fecuyties for prefer('ing the tranquility of the date. 
His legate then new -.nodellod the Florentine government, by creat- 
newmoyels jpg a magiftracy of fbdrteen perfons, chofen indifferently out 
the Flo- Qf both parties j ordered all the records and fcntences againft 
rentine^fl- exiles to be , cancelled, and deftroyed and took fuch other 
•vernmenu meafutijs, that they were reftored to their eftates and 

honouis. In this reconciliation fo much good faith was 
obferved, thal all the exiles returned to Florence^ except 
about fixty families, whom the pope detained near Rome 
for a fhort time,^till the accommodation fhould be fully 
eftablifhed. But the intereft of the holj^j&.c was not forgot 
in this nc^tiation: fome forts or cadles, as they are 
called, were put into the hands of his holinefs, and Florence 
was obliged to receive from him every two years its magi* 
ftracy. 


SECT/ III. 

Containing the Hifiory of Florence, • after the ne^ 
Plan of their Republic took place ; their Wars “with 
the Piians, and Arezzians, and other Italian States-, 
the Inflitution of the Office of Gonfalonier 5 and their 
„ Revolutions till the Tear 1300. 

Cf , 

Charles of jT is fomewhat fui'ptifing that a prince, ra.affibitious and 
it’ Jou re- powerful as Ciafles of Anjeu was, Ihould, fo quietly as he 
^ftgns the didj refign thfe vicariate of \Xufcany, by which he had been 
to do fo many great things, efpecially, when we con- 
efTu- weaknefs of the emperor Redalph, and the yet un- 

fettled ftate of his government. But Charles perceived the 
French growing every day more and more odious in Italy, 

and 
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and yet be could :ruft no others, nor was hi's own poverri- 
ment over Naples and Sicily fo fecure as , not to be fliakcn by 
the papal fulminations. Such were tht conliderations that 
determined him to make no refiftance, and to draw his troops 
out of Ts^/iany, As to the FlortJiiines^ the comprehenfive 
fyftem whlc\'i*hiid i ken place, left them little *to fear from 
The power Of theipopc, if he had incIinf-J nvikc a bad 
u(c .it,;,. Avhile tfcy continued united amongft: h-'.cmfclvcs, 
afW his protection very ufeful tOK^then^ againft more dan- 
gerous nuifters. For* two years the government of 
went fo finooihly on, that their hiftqrians tell us that nothing 
memo«iblc at home flappencd during that time. 

In the year 1281 pope l^chohts IJI. died of in apopleClic 
fit at Viterbo ; and differences arofe to fu(#i a height in tl^e 
conclave between the Italian and J^P^nch 1^’a^lion^:, that the • 
populace breaking ifito it, abuted and impiifoned the friends 
of the late pope, whom they hated ; but the choice at laft 
fell upon a French cardinal®, who took tfte*name of Martin 

tin IV. and was a dependent of Charles Rf Anjou. In the IV. chefen 
mean wliile the emperor Rodolphy jvho was a wife and zpope, 
brave prince, had, by tiie cofKcffions he made to pope A/ 7 - 
cholas HI. got pofleffion of the government of Tufiany^ which 
he maivt^'ed by a deputy. This deputy^ on his arrival, found 
he had little 04 power there,* efpecialTy Florence and 
Lucca and raifed a body of Germans to enforce obedience lo 
his commands, 'fhe PlorentineSy on the other hand, de- 
pended tor protcflioii on the new pope, and his countryman 
Charles ol Anjou \ ^and joitiing with the Luiqucjl'^ who ftill 
more violeiuiy oppofed ti e imperial authority, they took and 
razed to the ground thif town of Pifia, or Pog^ia, bccaufe it 
was in that intereft ; but the affairs of the pope, and his 
friend Charles of Anjou.^ taking an unfavourable turn, the! 


Florentines refumed their ufual jealoufy of their governors. 

Perceiving the pope was no longer able to proteCt them 
againft the® growing power of the emperor, and that he 
fought rather tp put them up to fale to the beft bidder, they 
again changed their form of government, and abolifhed tfce 
authoiity of the fourteen magiff rates, introduced by the legate j-gntines" 
Latino.^ In their room they cbofe for*their magiHr?tes three tpg 

eminent citizens, whom they called ih^. pre.^idenis of format*/ ^ 
artifts j in Latin^' prior es arti^/n. This mlmber was after- their go- 
wards enlarged \ and, in faCi, it was little more than a re- fvernment^ 
newal of their moft arftienc form of government, after Flo- 
rence afpired to be a republic, and fomewhae refembled that 
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of the AntianL This form was chofen as joeing the moll cf- 
fedlual curb upon jhe nobility of both parties. The prefi- 
dents firft chofcn wdrc men of plain, fober fenfe, and tFie 
mod diftmguilhed for induftry, frugality, and fimplicity of 
manners, and confequently for pacific difpofitions. I'heir 
names were ^ertolo Bardin who was of **. nobl^^fjmily, and 
very rich ; Roffj Bndirelli^ and Salvio 6 'r; Jennie, Thofy 
ihiee majr^^lratcs were obliged conftantlyj^o refi^, or ratfier 
to be imprifoned, in the town-houfe, 'J?r guild-’bai'l,' wirH- 
out being liiftered all the time of thf.r magiftracy, which 
was to laft two months, to repair to their private houfes. 
In other refpeds they wpre not unprovided with the badges 
ol authority : their table and all their cxpcnces were de- 
cayed hy the public. They had twenty-four officers allowed 
them, ot whom, iWelve ferved as meffengers or beadles, for 
' convoking the cit?zensir*the public hall, and for executing 
the inferior duties of juftice. As to the prefidents themfcives, 
the fird charge they had from their conftituenrs was, that 
during the time of their magiftracy they (hould concern them- 
felves with nothing but the affairs of government. VVheii 
the firft two months cf this new conftitution were elapfed, 
fix prefidents were chofen, being one for each ward in the 
city. This was a year of fcarcity and famine in the 
Florentine ftate, throTigh the rains and inundations that had 
happened duri*ig the feed-time. 

Affairs of Florentines Hill continuing refrartory to the imperial 

Italy, authority, about this time received into their city the fon 
ot Charles of Anjou^ in his return from France^ with fome 
troops to his father’s affiftance, with great refpeft, and even 
lent him fix hundred horfe, to be employed in his Sicilian 
wars. This makes it neceflary for us briefly to recount the 
hiftory of that prince, fo far as it is immediately conne£led 
with that of Florence, 

Sicily, HK fatal fuccefs of the crufades in the Holy Land, had 
at this time cured the Eur'>pcan princes of that paffion ; but 
in the courfe of them they became acquainted wRh the weak- 
nefs of the Greek empire, and the degeneracy*' of its govern- 
ment ; and Charles thought that itwould be no difficult attempt 
to conquer Conjiantinople itfelf, provided he- could enfure the 
quiet of his regal dominions during his abfence. Sicily had 
been the moft refractory ; but after the defeat and death of 
Conradin he again reduced it > and be thougiit the only way 
to prelcrvc the natives in fubjetStion, was to keep them in mi- 
liry. He therefore abandoned that noble ifland to the go- 
vernment of the moft rapacious fet of men, moft of theltk 
Pi ovcnfols^ or Frmhmm^ that ever difgraced the human ap- 
pearance; 
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pearance. The inftances of their avaricf , lufl, and cruelty, 
;^r€ numerous, anddeteftable beyond example. John deProcida^ 
a gentleman of Salerno^ of a good eftate, but excrcifing at 
on^e the profeiTions of law and* medicine, found means to 
come to \tfee knowledge of Charleses dtRgn. uppn Conjianii^ 
nopUy to which ciu he went in difguife, and had an inter- 
view with \he enf3eror Michael Paleologusy wh(»^ furnifhed 
him w'5.h Tiionev, encouraged him in the projeds he was 
rftditating. He h^the like intertiiews with Peter king of 
iArragoriy who was ^rried to Conjianccy daughter to Man- 
fred y and ProLtday \^ho was devoted, to cnthufialm, to the 
memory of the houfe of SuabiOy exhorted him fo eariieWy to 
revenge the blood of Conrgdiny that that prince and his 
queen fell in with all his views, which teriifinated in no Icis 
than a general mafl'acre of all the f^nch and Prevenpah irt • 
Sicily^ at the firft knell of the bell that was to call the 
Sicilians to the vefpers the third day Ea ft er^ in 1282. 
it is almoft incredible that a projedl like this^Jo Ihocking in its 
own nature, (hould be communicated to above a hundred thou- 
fand people for many months before *it was ^ut into execu- 
tion, and yet be kept fo inviolably fecret, that not one of 
the deftined vidlims came to the knowledge of it, or fo much 


as liifpedfed themfclves to be in danger* fooner did the fa» 
tal knell found thar^he tragedy began, and fo fui^oufly inrenfed 
were the iflanders at their tyrants,* that they even malfacred 
fuch of their own daughters as were pregnant by Frenchmen^ 
Above eight thoufand were maflacred on this occafion. In 
the meanwhile Pciierof Arragony under pretence of an expe- 
dition to Africay had fitted out a fleet to fupport the revolt 
of the Sictliansy and thtf right of his wife to that ifland. 

CHARLES of Anjouy according to the Florentine hifto- 
rians, was in Lombardy to join his fon, when he heard of 
this difmal revolution ; but immediately returning to Naplesy 


Siege of 

Mclfina, 


he went from Reggio to Sicily^ wbqye he laid fiege to Mejftnay 
the auxiliaries ferving under him* I'he fiege was vi- 

gorouflyprefl'ed,*and the place as vigoroufly defended, till it was 
relig^ed by Peter of Arragon, who oblig'd Charles to makett 
precipitate retrea^ to his (hips. All the lofs the Florentines 
iu(lained«on this occafion was a ftaie ient, and their troops y^atfed 
are faid to have returned undiminifhed home, where they * 
were received vaitn great joy, • 

FLORENCE at this time enjoyed an uncommon degree 
of tfSnquility, confidermg the commotions that prevailed 
through all the reft ot Italy y and began to make no inconfi- 
clerable progrefs in thofe fine thiit afterwards fo greatly 
diftinguiflied her. The imperial deputy in fufeanyy who 
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feems never to ha’/e ventured himfelf wiftiin the waJIs of 
Florence^ not bcingf fupported by his mafter, bad defif^ed 
from harrafling the citizens, who, on the return of their 
cavalry from Sicily^ held a kind of jubilee, by exhibiting 
plays and pageants, and entertainments of all kinds, at whiLh 
both fexes appeared magnificently dreft, /he a white 

uniform, and the womeil in their richeft \ppaiel. « 

7 heGt- Tii£ n^t^/car, 1283, was obferved ti have been a bufy 
iiocfey<?/;f amoi/gft ^he Florentines^ between w-ilm and \f\€Fifa^ 
the Flo- ariimofities flill fubfifled. The ^jenoefe at this time 

^j-cntincs began make fo great a figure at f-'a, that they had de- 
^'^‘^feated the Pifnns on that element, and tke Florentines thought 
that a lucky opportunity then prefented for ruining the power 
of Pifa \ both b>^ fea and land,^ by entering into a league 
wfVh the Ccuoejer had received fiefli provocation, by 

^ the alnliance the Pifcini fiad given to the imperial deputy, 
and by their invafions ijpc»n the properties of the Florentine 
allies ; at leaft, \hp(t w^ere made the pretexts for war. The 
Lucquefc^ who li/cewife had their quarrels with the PtfemSy 
came into thr i'amc confederacy, as did feveral other petty 
ftates, and the* (form •‘fell at once Pifa by fea and 
land ; the allied army carrying fire and fword to the walls 
'of that city, and the Genoefc fleet deflroying their coafts. 
It does not how^ever appear, that the alh'cs this year obtained 
any other concjliefts than Uiofe over the opfli country of Pifa ; 
for they rciuriird home with a refolution to beftege that city 
next year with greater cflTccl. The confternation however 
into which the Pifans were thrown, gave count Vgoliniy 
whom we have already mentioned, an opportunity j6 become 
mailer of Pfn^ and he undertook tp pacify the Florentines^ 
with whom he faid his countrymeil had no djilercnces, but 
the idle fantaftical di(lin£tions of party. By his add refs Flo- 
rence was detached from the confederacy, and the weight of 
the war fell upon the Genoefe and the Lucquefe^ by which, in 
all probability, Pifa was fa'ved from deftrudlion. 

^hc Flo- Tranquility being thus again reftored to Florence^ her 
rentines inhabitants wifely again applied thcmfelves ' to the arts of 
* cultivate p^ace, which, by making their city rich, rendered it fo^po- 
tlye arts of pulous that they were obliged to extend Its walls. Public 
feaee^ roads were laid out leading to the Cafantino^ to Bohgna^ to 
PratQ^ and Pijloia^ and each of tbofe roi^s terminated in a 
moll magnificent gate of th6 city. The Florentines^ at the 
fame time, eredled pleafure-houfes, fpr the firll time, cn the 
other fide of the Arno ; and thefe encreafed fo much, that 
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they afterwards be«i«e part of the city, and were equally 
well fortified : here likewife three magnificent gates were 
erected, anfwering to three public roads» or caufcways, lead-* 
ing to Pija^ Sienna^ and Arezzo. This year Charles of Anjou 
died) after loilng ^iiUy^ and feeing his fon the prince of 
lerno a priforter, in the hands of his capital enenyr, Peter of 
Aragon^ who could . lor, for all that, nftake himfelf mailer of 
Naples^ to which h(\had the fame title as to Sicily.\ 

^HE ‘iranquility lY Florence was at laft interrupted by the Ambition 
ambition of the biftioj^f wRo feized and fortified a 

ftrong Gallic, called ii\he hillory of the times Cecilia^ Wiugfi^P 
between the territorie%of Arezzo and Sienna., with a view of 
over awing the Siennefet who, refenting this encroachment, 
called upon the Florentines for afiiilance. They readily fent them 
auxiliaries ; and the place, which was natii%[ly very ilrong^ 
was befieged in form, the prelate, wh0»Rad got together a body • 
of troops, not daring to relieve it. The garrilbn however 
made a vigorous defence for five months, wljen, being preft 
by famine, they endeavoured to efcape : ^ut being inter- 
cepted by their enemies, moft of them were cut in pieces, 
and the caftle itfelf was razed to the ground, <0 that fcarcely 
any memorial of it now remains. 

HONORIUS IV. an Italian^ of the houfe of Saveli!^ was 
now pope. The emperor Rodolph had Hitherto gained little 
or nothing by his pretended fujfermrity over ; and 

this pope is faid to have encouraged him to make Fofeano^ 
a Tufcati nobleman, his deputy or governor there. Fofeano 
accordingly repaired to Florence^ and tried all the foothing 
arts he wa^ matter bf, to induce them to fubmit to the im- 
perial authority : but ail was in vain ; both the Florentines 
and the Arezzians applared more determined than ever 
againft any fuch fubjeSion, and Fofeano was obliged to leave 
T'lifcany.f greatly mortified by his ill luccefs. The Arezzians^ 
about this time, in imitation of the Florentines.^ had put them- 
felves under the prote£lion of one Guelfo., whom they created 
their prefidefit of the artifls. This perfon, who was a fwmrn Bijhop of 
enemy to the Tiobility, not only expelled them from the Arezzo 
cit^’f but, wherever he could, levelled their cattles and thefr hfieged 
houfes to the grc%ind, and at laft befieged Civitella^ the re- the 
fidcnce 8f the bifhop, whofe name vaas IViliiam^ and who 
was himfelf a noble Arezzian b. This violence and barbarity • ^ 

united in one eftmmon intereft the Arezzian nobility, though 
befoj;^ greatly divided amongft themfelves ; and they drove 
the prefident and his army back into the city, which they 
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took, dividing amongft tbemfelves all tlyc properties of their 
‘enemies. As to prefident, they put out his eyes, and 
expofed hingi to all manner of public contempt. By this 
means the bifhop, at the head of his own family, the Pa^i^ 
and that of the Ubertini^ became mafter of Arezzojt and ex- 

f )elled from ^ence all the commons, and fuch ,/)P the nobt- 
ity as had formerly eppofed him, or ha^ only occaiionally 
joined hiny Thefc applied, in the moft a thetic manner, for 
aflilfance lo the FlorentineSy who, nobly ^indful of the 1 o9(j: 
fubfiftjng friendftiip- between the two fta^s, immediately called 
^ together the deputies of the Lucquafe^ And their other allies, 
and it was agreed to lend the Arezzians horfe for their 
tut takes affiftance, fifty of whom they immediately received/ This 
Arezzo, reinforcemerit enabled the ArezzJan exiles to make incurfions 
tc the very walls^of Arezzo^ and to renew the war. T he 
* bifliop, on his par^, called lO his affiftance all his confederates, 

* amongft whom were many difeontented Florentines, Next 
year the war between Arezzo and Florence was renewed with 
greater fury than ever. The Siennefe on this occafion joined 
the FlorcntineSy whofe warlike preparations were greater than 
had been knowp. finceaheir defeat at Arhe* lf\\o Arezzinm 
were likewife very powerful, through great numbers of exiles, 
or rather malcontents, who joined them. Thefe generally 
were nobility, whp, •dilliking popular government, retired to 
the country, «where, having great eftatro and followings, 

. . f they lived in a kind of an independency upon the civil go- 
vernment. The Florentine army fet out on its march the laft 
zians * and reduced a great marjy ftrong places, parti- 

cularly Laterim^ in their march to Arez*zo^ whieji^ they at 
laft ftraitly befieged. Not being able to take the place, the 
Siennefe and Florentines agreed to rettirn home, each by the 
road leading to their own city. Their reparation gave the 
befieged Arezzians an opportunity to make a fally upon the 
Siennefe^ who were completely defeated ; and the Florentines 
thought proper, after fomr confultation, to leave their ca- 
valry at Laterinoy to reftrain the excurfions of the^enemy, and 
to return home with their infantry. 

Affairs of ^ T HZ Florentines vmyy at this time, be faid to have been 
Pifa, the patrons of popular liberty, not only imTufcany^ but all 
over Italy. Count Ugclini having expelled the hea(K of the 
people out of Pifoy particularly another'^/i7o//W, bis kinf- 
man, the exiles' applied to the Florentines^ Who gave them 
affiftance and fupporc againft their enemies. In the n^iean 
while the biftiop of Arezzo^ and his fadlion, had driven the 
baniibed Arezzians into fuch diftreiles, that they were obliged 
to ihuC themfelyes up within the walls of Cardano^ where 

they 
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they muft have lurrendered themfelves, had they not applied 
by their deputies to the Florentines for afliftance, which was 
inftantly fent them, without waiting, as ufual, to confult pjo, 
with their allies. This generous reinforcement confided of rentines 
ei^ht hAndred Florentine and two hundred mercenary hoxfc^ fuccour the 
and fourihoufand foot. The vaft expedition with which this Arezzian 
• army was raifed, ‘-i a proof of the excellent government uri-^ Guelphs; 

' der which the Florentine ftate then was. Upori' their approach 
ike Are%%iam raifi^ the fiege, and^returned tc\ Are%-^o^ whcie 
.they received fiich\^inforcenients as rendered them greatly / 
fuperior to the Flo^^ines. The latter having gained th^ 
iTiain,?ndof their eftpedition, which was the relief of their 
allies, kept upon the defenfive at Laterino. This gave their 
enemies an opportunity of 'extending thci^vinrurfions eve/} to 
Florence \t(e\^ \ and at I aft they laid .liege, to and 

every thing wade v^ith fire and fwdi^d to Co///V/i7, which was • 
but feven miles from Florence. The government there, un- 
der ftanding that many of their difconteiifc/^ff nobility were in 
the Are%zian army, were fufpicious of a sr)iTefoondcrice be- 
tween them and their friends in the city, and therefore re- 
doubled their vigilance, without inllulging their young citi- 
zens in the great defire they exprefled to ially our and attack 
the enemy, who foon after raifed the ^egc of Faiico, and re- 
turned home loaded with plunder. 

Next year, iif the fpring, the Fiorentine5^ef]h2i{ei\ a fc- and make 
vere revenge agaiiift the Arezxians for all their fuffvrings, and a league 
convoked a general alTembly of their allies, who werj the ngainji *he 
Sienmfe., the Lucquefe^ the Voltcrrans^ the Pijioians^ the Aiczzians, 
tonefe^ aH^d feveral others. All thefc petty ftates, as well as 
Florence and the greater ones, had by this time entered Into 
a kind of compromife with the emperor Rodolph (vi^ho found 
himfelf unable to reduce them) for their liberties, which con- 
fifted in the power of eledling their own magiftrates, raifing 
their own troops, coining money, and modelling their own 
forms of gj^vernment. Thofe prtvileges gave them as much 
independence as the emperor could beftow, and they are faid 
to ha'^e been *purchafed by the Florentines at the expence^of 
fofty thoufand golden ducats. This fum is a proof of the v 
wealth and impd^tance of Florence at this time, as Luc:a gave 
but twelve thoufand, and Genoa and bologna but fix thoufand 
each, for the privileges. 

All the ^es had their pafticular caufes of hatred towards defend 
th^^ezzians^ who, on their fide, were very powerful. T'ney themfdves. 
were joined hy Guido Ferentina^ who was at that time inafter 
of Pifa^ and by great numbers of noblemen ^xomUthbria and 
Picento^ and all the Florentine malcontents. Arezzo v»'as the 

ren- 
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^ rendezvous of their army. The bifliop cominued to be its 
general, and Y^c was fjrongly fupported by the powerful fami- 
lies* of the PaJilf JJbertini^ and Tarlati. The opening of the 
campaign was attended, on the part of the Floremines^ by the 
Prince of arrival of the prince of Salerm^ fon tdf Charles oT Anjou^ in 
Salerno their city. Tjjis prince had regained his libcrt)^ b/.thc fa- 
'viJitsVlo- vour of <\\xeen Confiancey ^oi feems to have come to FhreMze^ 
rence., x.o^RQme^ chiefly to know what iJlflance he could 

depend upon from i\\L FlotenthiLS for reco/jimg his father’^ 
^ crown. He was received 4n that city wiif- extraordinary rc- 
^ fpefl ; but that was all he obtained, exc^^ing a Ihong cfcortc 
of Florentine horfe, who attended him ‘iO|^^he teirito- 

lies, to proicft him from the infults of the Arezziars. Charles^ 
before his depaiture, recommended to them an experienced 
olfiaer, Amerigo^ (perhaps of and the an- 

<?eftor of the famous navigator Amcricus^ who was a Floren- 
tine) to Hoe Florentines for their general. *7'hey accepted of 
this recommendation^; but non;inatcd a council of fix of their 
moft eminent citizcjps, who were to attend him in the nature 
of field' deputies, arid who were to approve of his operations. 
A council of war^being held, it was agiced that the army 
fhould ciofs the Arnoy and march by ihe Cafmtlnoy by which 
they fell into Novello^ eftates, and deftroyed them, he having 
always taken part wuh their enemies. As the Arrz 2 wns had 
expected the Fimrntwesy as^ufual, on the ether fide of the 
Arnoy the latter had fuflicient time for revengin;]; upon their 
territories, towards the Cafmitinoy all the devafiations they had 
committed upon thofe of Florence the year before. The Arez^ 
zians were furprifed at the boldnefs of iheif enemy’? march 
through fo mountainous a country; the firft intimation of 
which they had w'as from the pcafant?,^ who fled in confter- 
nation from the defolated ettates to Arezzo The Arezzian 
*nehvez- army, upon this difmal intelligence, marched to Bibknna\ 
zians and their numbers being eight thoufand foot and nine hundred 
their allies horfe, commanded by the btfhop and Bono of Ferctriy and 
other excellent officers. This army was inferior to that of 
their enemies *, but their generals had fo great tn opinion of 
its difcipline and courage, that they refolved immediately 
give battle, and were met with equal difpofiiions on the fide 
of the Florentines. Both armies encountered on a*plain, 
called by the inhabitants Campaldini ; and ni^hcr interrupted 
the other in forming its orde» of battle, 'i l?e Florentines 
placed their cavalry, in which they were ftrong, in their frcjjjt. 
Their infantry formed the fecond line ; and thofe two firft 
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lines were flanked 'by archers, and fuch of the foot as carried / 

(hields, called in Latin fcutati. A body of rejjerve of the 
Pijloiansy and their other allies, under Curfio D\nati^ a Flo- 
rentine knight, formed the third line. 'I'hc dirj)or]tion of the 
Art%%iam was the fame ; but theiV troops were out^flanked by 
thofeof ^hF^orentimt, • 

armies bc'ng drawn up in ortftr of battle, a Floren- NcUe he- 
yine nobleman, one* P'ario Circuity a man of grejt 'quality and haviour of 
fcjjjiine, fet an exai^iple of patriotifm and magnanimity, far Floren- 
niore inftructivc to ^generous mmd than the relations of 
battles, and other opei^ions of war* By the poft he held 
the an^y, he was togci\le the fquadron of horfe that was to 
form the van, and to guard the grand ftandard a fervicc fo 
dangerous, that the boldeft^in their army^Tcemed to fhrinlc 
from it. P’^ario being required to name his Jijcn, named fiprfl 
himfelf (though he was then ill of^the gout), then his ion, * 
and then his granufon *, but refufed to numc any more, giving 
for his rcafoii, that they who loved country would 

offer themfelves.’’ This generous declaration produced fuch 
emulation through the Florcntinn^ that they crouded for the 
glory of ferving in the van, which that dayl/jn^iltcd of one 
hundred and fifty horfemcn, of whom twenty were knighted 
on the field of battle. The cavalry, being better 

armed and difeiplined, made fo furious a •charge on that of 
their enemies, that* they drove theyi back oixbeir infantry; 
but the Arez%ians incautioufly continuing their purfuit, they 
were, in a manner, inclofed by the right and lelt flanks of the 
Florentine army, while their own infantry was at too great a 
diftance fuppoit them. The Arczxian horfe, however, 
made fo pliant a refiftance, that they were upon the point 
of being joined by theiVfoot, when Cur Ho Donatio in difobe- 
dience of his orders, charged the enemy at the head of the 
Pijioians of the third line, with this noble exprelfion, “ If 
we die, we can fear no farther penalty ; if we conquer, let 
our accufer impeach us at Fijiomr 'I'hc aitack he made 
upon the Arezzaans was fo critical and well judged, that it 
turned the forfune of the day ; for the Ai exziuKs were every 
wlftre cut in pieces, or betook themfelves to flight. Novtllo 
was amongft the’iirft who left the field, which the bifhop ob- 
ftinatel^kcpt, though he mignt have\etreated with fafety to 
Bibienna^ fayii^.. lie would never abandon, ihofe who had 
followed hitiyi^o danger. Af laft, af-er performing amazing 
a£b>of valour, he was ^killed, together with of Feretri^ 
and many of the chief Arezzian nobility, with above three 
tbo'jfand of their common men, and about two thoufand 

were 
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were takeiii prifoners. This battle was fought on the eigh- 
teenth of 128^. 

The above account of this memorable battle, takrn from 
Leonardi Aretini^ agrees per feci I y well with the relation given 
Dante the ithy Dante \ the celebrated poet, who was then a ypu'ng man, 
poet s ac- ferved in the Florentine army. Uc ftys,'in one of 

^ihehattle betters, fhat the flaughter made of the ^cnerny threatened 
to exterminate the Arevczian name. The ^Vuits of this victo- 
ry were, the reduflion of the town of F^'^icnna^ which 
" difmaniled, and other places belongir^^ to the Arezziam. 
Thofe advantages coft the victors dc hccaufe, had they 
immediately after the battle marched agahift Anzzo^ thjt city 
muft have fallen into their harv’j ; but the inhabitants now 
gaining eight day.*, in which they recovered from their con- 
..fiernation, they prepared* for a vigorous defence. The F/o~ 
rentines^ fenfible of the ovcrfight they had committed, fought 
to repair it ; and even two of their prcfidents went into the 
trenches, a thing .itver heard of before, to encourage and 
diredl the airailanf**^. The befiegtd, however, taking advantage 
of a dark lempefluous night, fallied out, and burnt all the 
wooden towers that had been erciled by the beficgers, who 
thereupon returned to Flotcnce^ where they were received in 
triumph ; and the amour of the Arczzian bifliop was hung 
up as a trophy in fhe ancient temple of Mars. When the 
Florentine magiftracy wrote ‘or fpoke of this vi<J^ory in public, 
they termed it their viftory over the Gibelins^ left they fliould 
offend the delicacy of their Arezzian friends. 

Those fuccefles feem to have infpired the Florentines with 
The FJo- too great a paflion for conqueft. They fent, foon a 'ter their 
rentrnes return, two thoufand foot and four hundred horfe to the 

mijearry affiftance of the Lucquefe and Pifan exiles, without having 
in an at- any connexion with them, but as they were fuflerers for po- 
tempt pula r government. The exiles, with this affiftance, wafted 
Arezzo. Pifan territory ; but could not take that city. Tarlati^ a 
nobleman of great diftindtioln, was then mafter ^of Aiezzoy 
which the malcontents within the city had agreed to betray to 
the Florentines^ who' for that purpofe fent a ftrong body of 
liorfe to Civitella. The defign, however, was difeovered By 
one of the conlpirators. who had been m.'fftally wounded, 
to a prieft, who difeovered it to Tarlati \ and fuch meafures 
were taken for the defence of the city, tni: the Florentine 
troops were obliged to return home. ^ 

A VAST improvement of the Florentine government 
place this year. By its conllitulion the nobility was not ex- 
cluded from pofts of power and trull in the Hate ; but a 

^ Dante, Epift. xxi. 


noble- 
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noWeman who was qualified to be a magifliate of Florence^ 
was required to be of (bme particular arade ; ithe law ex- 
cluding all idle perfons, plebeians as well aslnobles, from 
being prefidcnts. By this means an unnatural kind of a dif- 
tififlioi/ arofe in the ftate, that between property, which was 
in the nc^blss, and power, which was veAedsin the com- 
aino;:r-s, or rather artifls ; for fo entities fhofe to call 

• ad kinds of trade" nen and merchants, as weU as the pro7 
of the arts, w'ho we^e every day increafing in 
Florence. Many ot'<^e nobility, about this time, laying out 
" their f(?rtuncs in comr^rce, had great returns of profit from 
France y EnglmuU and other nations. The riches 

they acquired made them impatient under the government of 
thofe whom they looked upanTo be no better than mechanics ; 
and fometimes they iiifulted them^ whijes the magiftriles^ 
were deterred, by the numerous ^^inues always attending 
thofe noblemen, from vindicating their own authority. For 
this reafon the Florentines chofe a new ma^ifirate, who was 
U) bear theftandard of juftice, and who afterwards was called 
the Gonfalonier of Juftice; and his office was to call Utitlnftiiutlon 
people out to attend his ftandard, rfi all caies of the breach 
of the peace, which could not be remedied in the ordinary-^^*^'®'’^" 
court of juftice. This conftitution took place feven years^^^^^^' 
after that uf^h.c prefidents of the artitts; "but as it was a poft 
of great power, tlfe Florentines were excelEvel^ jealous of the 
exercife of it, and limited its duration in one perfon to two 
months, and none but a plebeian or commoner could exercife 
it. Four counfellors were appointed to affift him, two colo- 
nels to ferve iinde^him, and he was to command a thoufand 
men, w»hh were chofen out of the different wards of the city. 

That of Scardi furnifflted two hundred; \\i2X oi Tranfarnini 
two hundred ; and each of the other four wards one hundred 
and fifty. Thofe thoufand foldiers were to ferve for a year, 
and obliged, when requited, to follow the ftandard of juftice. 

None of the nobility could be of the number, and fevere penal- 
ties were inTlidled on all who (hould obftrud: or threaten them. 

But this formfdable military force was to be under the direc- 
tion of the civil magiftrate ; nor could it be arrayed by me 
gonfalonier, wit)^ut an order from the prefidents, or in any 
other c 3 fe but in that abovementioned? ^ 

The Florentir\ that fame year gave another proof ofOther iv- 
their wife vigj>diice over public liberty, by making a law thsitgi*l^do/:s* 
^ no wefidei^t fhould be ^e-chofen in a Sorter time than three 
years after his former magiffracy was expired. The reafon 
jiretin affigns for this inftitution is, that the pofts of honour 

^ LEONARni Aretini, Hift. Flor. p. 65. Ib, p. 67. 
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\t\ ft\e ftate might be acceffiblc to the greater number of 
citizens, I ' * * 

0^ While Florentines were thus concerting the means of 
1288. preferving their conftitutiop, they flill were poffefled of a 
Expedition fpirit for foreign conquefts ; and next year, viz, 1,288, they 
againft again invaded the territories of jfrezzoy and oeftroyeti No- 
vello^s eUatci> in the Cofantino ; but beint* unable to take 
%0y they and their confederates returned after an un- 
manly expedition again ft dcfencelefs The fcLC., of 

the campaign, however, not being ove ^ at their return they 
and the Lucquefe^ with their confederate cities, renewed their 
league with the Genoefe againft a ; and the Gemef being 
pofleffed of forty gallics, the Pifas^ who were rheir rivals in 
commerce, receded many fatal blows. Leghorn at that time 
belonged to Pifa ; and jrhp confederates not only took it, but 
funk two (hips loaded with ballaft in the mouth of the har- 
bour, to obftrud its navigation. The FLrentines,, we arc 
told, at the fame time took and garrifoned fcveral places be- 
longing to the e ;emy near Arid, But no fooner did the Flo- 
rentine army refjurn hqme, than Guido of Fcretri,^ the Pifan 
general, without any lofe, retook all the places the Pifuns had 
loft. Not colilented with that, in the dead of winter, Guido 
furprifed and made bimfelf mafler of a ftiong fortification, 
which the Florentines had creded near Arid, Till that time 
the Florentines had ferved In the wars againft Pifa as the al- 
lies of the Lucqueje j but they no .v declared themfclves to be 
principals. Their military virtues, how’ever, at this period, do 
not appear to be equal to their civil; and to fay the truth, 
the art of war was then very low all over Italy, !f^arly in the 
Degeneracy fpring the Florentines, as it were, ttyfig with rage, fnatching 
ef military ^jp jheir arms, again invaded the territories of Pfa, and, as 
•virtue ufual, laid wafte the open country ; but the rains prevented 
farther progrefs, and they were obliged to return home. 
Thofc and the other expeditions they undertook about this 
time were fo tumultuary, and fo ill-condu£led, thnt the names 
of their generals are not preferved in hiftory. . Upon the rc- 
tvrn of their army to Florence, the Florentines began to fee 
the ncccftity of having a man of military .reputation at the 
head of their troops ; but they (eem to f^ve been fomewhat 
fhy of entrufting fo great a power will), one of their own 
countrymen. They therefore chofe Ge itill llrjini, a Roman 
nobleman, to be their general ; and he broug*^t along with 
him fomedifciplined troops from the* campania otRome, 
know, however, of no great fuccefs he had in the field ; for 
though the Florentine troops, and thofe of their allies, who 
now joined them, were very numerous, and exafperated be- 
yond 
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yond mcafure againft the Pifans^ yet Guido of Fcretri^ who 
commanded atPiJa, giving them no oppontini^ to fight, .all 
that tlje confederates ^ould do was to infulntbeir enemies 
within their walls, renew their ravages upon the open coun- 
try, and then return home. 

It appears, from the Florcritine hiftorians, fmit iheir nobi- 
9 1 .# this time w tc too powerful to be reftnained by the 

‘ new office of gonfalonier. The fpirit of crufeding was then 
^yj^in was filled with foldiers of fortune and idle 

■ people^Swhom the '"/^reat riches of the Florentine nobility en- 
abled to take into ihW pay; and thus two factions ftill con- 
tinu(;d in the lfate,®th^^f the nobility, and that of the ple- 
beians. Tlfc magiftraryw^jjf^bcing partly compofed of no- 
bility, was not fufficicnrly^ftive in fuppreffing the tyrannj^of 
that order, and every day producqj 4bme infult upon th% 
people ; fo that it;vas evident to the more difeerning Floren- T^y ex- 
iines^ that the moment the nobility were united amongft dude the 
thernfelvcs, thoy would become inafter^cff the government, ^obi- 
On the other hand, one cannot read the hiftorians ^ 

of this time, without more than fufccftinj, that the people 
were too much intoxicated with tne thoughts of their own 
importance, and that they often complained without reafon. * 

One 'Janus Lahella^ of a decayed but illuftrious family at Flo- by the in- 
rence^ unde?^«^k the patronage, of the people on this occa-/«£'«f<? of 
fion : and perhap?tUe fallen luftre of his family fomewhat in- iiabella. 
fliienced his aciiinony\gaijift the powerful nobility. Being 
a man of eloquence and abilities, he found means to con- 
voke a gene ai aflcmbly of the citizens in the town-hall, 
where 1 ^ laid o^en the danger the liberties of the people 
were expofed to by the power of the noliility, and propofed 
that the military eftabTifhment under the gonfalonier fhould 
be increafsd to four thoufand men, and that he fhould refide 
in the town-houfe or guild-hall along with the prefidents. 

He likewife propofed to exclude the molt powerful of the no- 
bility, evejj fuch of them as exercifed trades, from being 
prefidents. 

This fpeech was heard with great applaufe, and agiced 
t<f ; and many noble families, both within and without the 
city, were not uiiJy immediately dirqi^alified from the magif- 
tracy, Tint the prefidents were iiivefted with a power of dif- 
qualifying they thought proper.* When the next 

eledtion of yiagiftrates took place, Janus was chofen a pre- 
^.-''fidcfit, Baldo Ruffidi gonfalonier. Being a man of fpi- 
rit, and having now four thoufand men under his command, 
he began the exercifeof his magiftracy with an aft of jufticc ; 
for hearing that a plebeian had been put to death by a noble- 
man 
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man of the family of the Gallic he drove them out of the 
flate, clemolf',{hed their houfes, and laid wafte their lands. 
This vigour>/iruck fuch terror into the nobility, (;hat they 
gicw more moderate j and the people at the fame time began 
to alter their fyftem, which* hitherto had been too warlike. 
They confi^rrcd that their new form of government was yet 
in its infan^, and that* their nobility always gained giound in 
time of war they iheiefore liftened to a propofal or peace 
made by the Ptfam *, who were now greatlv, placed. 
pacific difpofition of the Florentines on i filed and' di (con- 

certed the Lucqucfej and their other r^dics; but all their rc- 
monftrances were in vain. The F^'^ren*ines named Ujvo of 
their citizens, Guadagni and Pa*' ?difi^ for the:/ plenipoten- 
tiaries, and they rather prefciroeL than made a peace. Some 
of the terms were, that all the exiled Pifans ^ould be re- 
inftated in their fortunes and privileges ; that the Pifans 
fhould chufe their magifirates only from the flates that were 
in alliance with Florence ; and that the Florentines fliould have 
free liberty of exporting and importing their commodities to 
all the territories and harbours belonging to Pifa. It was 
likewife flipulatt^, thai'GW^/^ of Feretri and all his troops 
Ihould be diTmifled from the fervice of Pifa, 

Thtir Those and a great many other ftipulations appeared fo 

tranquility hard to the Pifans^ that it was with great dif^.r'\l,ty they weie 
and mag- carried into execution. After this, Florfi;y.j enjoyed a (late of 
nijicence, tranquility for a whole year. Tw-?' Florentine popes were 
A. D. created about this time, Cehjiiue v‘. and Boniface VIII. The 
*291. latter was one of the moft haughty pontiffs that ever filled 
the papal throne. About the fame time Ine Florentims built 
their magnificent church of the Holy Crofs at Fllrence^ in a 
tafte and with a grandeur uncommon to that age. They 
were, however, corrupted by the profperity and tranquility 
they enjoyed, and both magifiracy and people were equally 
infeded. The great credit which their patiiot Lobelia had 
now obtained in the government, had procured him vaft envy 
from many of the plebeians, as well as all the nobility ; and 
his enemies had intereft enough to chufe fome of their own 
number to be prefidents of the republic. A fray happen :d, 
in w’htch a plebeian was killed ; and the iKbleman who had 
been tried for the mtirder was acquittei., after a legal trial* 
This acquittal left no room for the inteyo(i|ion of the gon- 
falonier’s power ; but the people, running to'irms, accufed 
the judges of corruption, and marcjred to LatJW*' houfr,. 
demanding that be would head them. His advic'j was, t^at 
they Ihould apply to the prefidents, and obey their dire£lions”*. 

^ Leonardi Aretini Hift. Flor. p. 69. ® Ib. p. 71. 

The 
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‘f'he headftrong lUob, inflead of following his OTiuifeJ, ran 
to the town-houfe, broke open its doors, and clmniitting a 
vaft number of other violences', the enemies of LaMla pre- 
tended th'at all their irregularities had proceeds from his 
' direction. oThey were fupported by the great^rMt and in- 
Quence |f the nobility, and Lobelia w& accufed ^efore the 
nrefiden£!f\vho were his enemies, of treafon againlt the ftate* 

His 3 Uthj|rity amongft the people was fo great, that a civil 
\^AvaTTRi^W)r8*eTrfu'y^^ ; hut Lobelia prevented it by a magna- 
'iiimity th A would hav^ ^clone honour to the greateft patriot 
that Greece or Rome gv^^roduced, by chufing a voluntary Labella 
baniftiirfent, r^her than df^j^b. the tranquility of the ftate. hanijhedk 
Before his depwure, he pub §& i y rwo braced l^is frfends in the 
moft alFedlionacc manner, bidding them ad^p. His brothet 
^addo and his grandfon ^incrio wbri banimed at the fame * 
time, and their eftat* and houfes laid wafte. 

This ingratitude, the reigning difeafe o^ popular gowtrn* DiJJIenthna 
mcnt, had almoft ruined the republic of Florence. Lobelia break out 
had always been confidcred as the bulwarki of the people again be* 
againft the nobility, who, feeing him^and hi* friends driven t^ten the 
into banifhment, thought nothing could then refift them. 

They met in a body ; they agreed to compofe all differences 
amongft thcmfej^es, to lay the hardfhips* th^y fuffered before 
the maglftracj^’ i if they did not^ find redrefii, to have re- 
courfe to force. They a^ordingly made their application to 
the prendents ; but found ili O'lr^linate a refiftance on the part 
of the people, that they called out their followers, and put 
themfelves in arms,% They were cafily diftinguifhed from the 
commons b)^the beauty of their horfes, the Iplendour of their 
arms, and their armoriat bearings, which were richly en^- 
broidered on their upper habits. They divided themfelves 
into three bodies, of w^hom one took its ftand at the ancient 
temple of Mars^ another at the New Exchange or Square, 
and the third at the end of the Upj^r Bridge acrofs the Arno. 

The people, ^no way daunted at this military appearance, 
barricaded the ftreets ; and whenever the nobility began to 
movf, fhowered upon them darts and ftones from the tops 
and windows of th/^ir houfes ; fo that the others were obliged 
to remrin*on the dei^ifive. At laft, fome moderate citizens 
interpofmg, the nob!.*jty laid down their arms; and the people, 
at the perfuafior of t^ prefiden^s, gave up a very few incon- 
fi^ab^e^iqfi ; on wRich both parties retired for that time 
in peace. however, was the antipathy between the two 

Orders, that the plebeians, refie£ling on what they had done, 
upbraided their prefidents with the conccflions they had pre- 
vailed on them to make ; and not only infulted them when 
Mod. Hist, Vol. XXXVL E - they 
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they went out of their office, but in a manner obliged their 
fuccelTors to Revoke $11 the conceffions that had been made to 
the nobility. 

LabellaV They ev(?n went farther, and, according to their ufual 
recal pro- inconftancy,- thjey propofed the recalling Lobelia from banikh- 
pofid* ment. Thfry.atiributed to his abfence all the Jatc attempts 
• of the nobhlty ; and the latter, confidering themf4|Jves as 
being undone-, applied for proteftion to pope Bonijl^ ’ VIII. 
who, glad of every opportunity to exert or extend vwwei> 
ordered the people of Florence,^ on pain diip'ivf- jffe, not 
to rccal Lobelia, whom he termed ^ fomenter ci feditioii 
amongd the citizens, or any of his to Fhrenee. The 

Florentines were then too great flau^' to papal po' /cr to difpute 
He dies this order ; and thus that patriot was .-jffered to die 

exile. ^ in' exile, his very^enemies compaffionating his fate 
A. D. ' interval of tranquillity fucceeded for about two years, 

129S. during which the noble genius of the plebeians ap- 
Magmfi- peared with amatti,»2g luftre. Their firft care was to renew 
cent querytj their engagement with the neighbouring flates, and they took 
ereiled by Perugia into the :onfedcracy. They then applied themfelves 
the Flo- at once to ftrengichen and to adorn their ftate and city. They 
rentines, built the towns of St. Giovanni and Franco^ on the oppofite 
banks of the Arno. They erefted, for the refidence of their 
prcfulents and magiftrates, a moft magnifice^^t new town- 
houfe, their former one being too weak \re f rotec'i them from 
the infults of the nobility. This [jp/^ce, the no^left perhaps 
at that time in Europe^ was eroJtcb partly upon the ground of 
forfeited ellates, and partly upon the feites of other houfes, 
which were purchafed by the public for tjbit purpofe. They 
next completed the fortifications of their city, Uy carrying 
round it a long ftrong wall, with tow-trs and baiiions at pro- 
per diftanccs ; and, laftly, they laid out five thoufand crowns 
in erefting a commodious airy prifon, which was built upon 
the ground of forfeited eftates. 7 'hofe fplendid works, and 
the flourifhing ftate of commerce at Florence.^ rendered the 
‘who me- Florentines now fo refpeflablc, that the people oV'Bologna and 
diate be- Ferrara.^ then at war with one another, offered to refer their 
i'ween the differences to their arbitration. The Florentines^t by permiffion 
Bolognefe Qf pope, accepted of the office ; but u^er his patronage 
_ and direflion, he pretending that the two,rities, as ^ing fiefs 
err«.e e. depended upon him. Florentines^ on 

this occafion, fent no fewer than feverv ambaffadors, partly 
nobility, and partly plebeians, to his holinefs, ab'ti'' 
tfme compofed all their differences. V/ e are now c ime to tiie 
A, D. year 1300, when pope Boniface VIII. celebrated the firft cen- 
130^* turial jubilee evej; known in the chriftian world. 

^ Aret. Hift.Flor. p. yz. 
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CoHtahiiwg the Hiflory of ikcjOivil Wars of Florence 
bet'ixieenotbc Nobility and the People ; tj^^ifurpatioos 
of tlv Popes upon their Liberties ? their Lcfgues -joitb 
the Stales of T ulcany* their Elehitqyt of Pr. nee 
for their O^tral-, and their il 'ars 
V - ■ "doith i^^^efghb'c 'ring States^ f articular Ij with the 
/a/;?o«j CatbruccioVaftruccani Of Lucca. 

‘ \ ’ X. 

t N the year iJkoo there fIoivS>«s4»at Pijhta^ a noble family, Neiv dU 
commohly called Cancellari ; the branches which, beii.g ^ifions in 
at variance with one another, were^Slinguimed by the ridi- Ffbr^nee* 
rulous appellarions of the Whites and the Blacks, and dailv 
il-iirmifhes and murders happened between t|je two parties ; 
fo ilvAt Pifloia was in cl^t^ger of being deitroyed, when tlie 
Floreniincs^ its ancient aihes, offered It^eir aliflance towards: 
reftoriag its tranquility. 'Fhis being® accepred by the Pif-^ 
toicnu^ .the only expedient the Florentines could devife for that 
purpofe was to obl.:e both parties to Remove ioPiorence^ but 
as ArcUn cicganflv obi'erves, Florence was*ra4her infefled thari 
Fijroi'i cured^oy "tn<x meaftire The families fclius removed.* 

^ ommiyicatgd their ‘rclc'^jmcnts to m 2 iV\y Florentine families 
with whom th?y had intAnLoied; and Florence^ in a Ihort 
time, became as much divided between the Whites and the 
Blacks as Pijioin Ivai^icen before, an.! was equally filled with 
tumults, fiiL^y bcin^iv'jdcJ againll family, brother again ft 
brother, ::r,d raih< 5 £ fori; and thus the Gi/cMs fpUc 
into parties. 

Great heart-burnings bad for fome time been harboured fopt 
by the rival families of the Circuil and tht: Donat: ; but they ^^Ftates 
now broke out into a£hon, the fewmer taking part with the ngru-^ 
Whites, and fhc latter with' the Blacks. The more moderme 
nobility and cit Aens, to pi event the confequences, applied to 
the #>ope, who enjoined Vario Circuil^ the head of that fami- 
ly, to accommodar/* matters with Curfio Donati ; but all was 
to no purpofe : civil^iroils enfued, blorJti was ihed, and the 
city filled with armcJ troops. Florence being in fo dangerous 
a fituation, the pope his legate to compose matters ; but 
,^<no were ilyeems the moft powerful party, re- 
^ fufilTg to ftaltd to his award, he put the city under an intcr- 




• Leon. AaiT. Hift. Flor. p, 73. 
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diS, and left it. Afrtr his departure, greater violence^ wefd! 
committed tbanevef; for the parties, now throwing oflF all 
reverence fo/ government, no lohger fought accidentally, and 
in a tumulti)us manner ; but drew up in regular bodies, one 
againft anomis-, in fquadron^ and companies. The great de- 
pendence op ‘.he'"Z)^«i7//, who were of the black party, was - 
Upon Curjt^* Donaii^ clleemed the beft foldier m^^l^^orence ;• 
and he anfwrred their exp's^tations, by always lea^ng his 
prty to viflory. The fiirculi, howevej. thc\vj{j;^^fl: 

^ intereft in the magiftracy, whom they p/erv^ailed fend. . 

a deputation to his holinefs, requeftin*^^ his 5*iter;^fition for 
reftoring the tranquility of their citm ' The Doviti no^fooncr 
heard of this rcfolution than the^ again took/irms, accufed 
the magiftrates of betrayihg 'ihc independenty of the city, 
aliJ threatened* to punilh them ^ and thus civil diflenfion 
4 flamed higher than ever*. ' 

Adwe of DANTE the poet happened that year to be one of the 
Dante the prefidents, and hc/og a man of great refolution. as well as 
foct, eloquence, he Ii^d more fway than any other with his col- 
leagues. He h^l the ‘t to advife them to call the citizens 
in general to aims, and then to punilh and expel from Flo^ 
rence the difturbers of her peace. This advice was followed. 
Curjio^ Donati was exiled., and his goods coofifeated, for having 
threatened the mL'giitrates. The proccediiajs againft his 
abettors and friends were more mod^r^f they being only 
fined and fent ioPerugioj where were order* H to ‘emaiu 
for fome time, till they recalled by the people. 

Others of the nobility were likevvife cenfured; but more for 
form-fjke than juftice. Some of their h«Hds, amongft whom 
was Guido Cavalcanti^ a Florentine philosopher of -great learn- 
ing and knowledge in the fine arts*,' to Seranza ; 

from whence, however, they were quickly recalled ; but 
valcanti died foon after. 

Curlio CURS 10 DONATI was not idle during his exile. 
Donati'j He went to the pope, aitd by his addrefs, eloquence, ancf 
intrigues, a/Fduity, he prevailed with his holinefs to interpofe in the 
A. D. aFairs of Florence^ though he and his party hail been expelled 
*3^^' for oppofing that very refolution. The pope, therefore, f-re- 
vailcd upon Charles of Valois^ brother to king of France y 
Philip the Fair, to nterch into Italy,, arti to take uf^on him 
the pacification of Tufeany, where the Pii danSy the Lucquefey 
and other cities confederatcd'with FW'ence,, were ftill filled 
with blood and tumult on account pfilthe two 
holinefs was then at Anagni,, where Se gave his? charge*^ to 
Charlesy who fet out ^ox Florence about* the middle of Septem- 
hery attended by a body of regular troops. The faflion of 
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the Whites, who were now not exped- 

ing an armed mediation, were terribly difconcirted with the 
arrival of Charles^ who was fufpefted of havinjentered into Charles^ 
pjivafe t'erms with Curjw- Beings however pro^'ledIy(7ar^/j^/5/, Valois en* 
^ they did noi^chufe to deny him admittance-^in|\ their city ; Flo- 
\ but recidved him, when he was near the gates, \j|pth vafl: ho- rence. 
Hours rejoicings. CharUs^Jq^^ days after his entrance, 
bchatjs*^ with irreat modefty an(r«ppearance of juftice. He 
.onTc^i troops lay afide their arms, and never to appear 
"in bodie^ariil callin '; a general meeting of the magiffracy 
and pcopleJ\h Aoreviilc \ with them to give him full powers 
to regulate \erAas he pK-^fed. After this, he took an oath 
that he woulc|make no othi this powjer, than to reftore 
juftice and tranquility to the ftate ; but no jqpner was he efta- 
blilhed in the government than Ffe •appeared in public, and* 
upon his tribunal,* furrounded by a lonnidable body of his 
guards under aims. , ^ 

It is difficult, at this time, to affign the true motive of 
Charla^s condud on this occafion.y^he mjift probable con-^^^''^* 
je<5ure is, that he gave encouragCment toTOtfi parties, yet 
affifted neither j that the citizens^qjiight be fo weakened as to 
invite him to take upon himfelf thd^perpetual government of 
Florence, which would foon be followed*b)bthat of all Tufiany. 

^Fpr when JlharL . aopeared attended with his guards, the 
pe6j;i|; of aij fadlions .»:n to arms; but being without any 
plan or‘lerfder, they durl'i no., ^attack him, and he remained 
on his tribunal without offering to difperfe them. Jn the 
mean while Curfa^onati, with a body of men, broke into 
Florence, bein^bined by his friends there, they marched 
to the piihlV they depofed the prelidcnts, and 

degraded them to the rank of private perfons. After this, 
the now prevailing party proceeded againft their antagonifts 
with tire and fword ; Charles appearing all the while as an 


unconcerned fpedator, and without any emotion hearing the 
reproaches 8f the people againft him. Though the re^rn 
and the triumphs of the Donati undoubtedly were effefled'by 
hij connivance or dire£lion, yet he entered fecretly into treaty 
with the oppofitp fadlion ; which the magiftracy and people 
difco.eihig, the found means ^o drive into exile the 

heads of theCirculf and their abettors; and thus the Blacks * 
remained mafters ot^e Floreniine magiftracy. 

, rr«jan while\the pope’s legate returned to Florence ; HopUties 

artd the hcfliliiies betw/en the two parties, not being confined ra^e more 
within the walls of city, had filled all its territory whhthan e<ver 
aerations and twrders. The legate fought to reconcile 1*1®* 
th^ twSfputies; but was fo violently oppofed by the Donati,^^^^^* 
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tiiat he lali the c>:^ .onder a frefti interdift, and lerfr ih 
Amongft the leaders of the exiled faflion was the poet/)^^/^, 
whofe fate ^as particularly fevere and unjuft. He had, on 
account of ’s great abilities, been fent ambaflador to the 
pope by tb . hi./entiniSy ro inform his holiiief^ cf the true 
ftate of t.ic: r aftairs, /^nd to propofe a plan of acco. imoda- 
tion; bu ; \\i 2 Donatl getting better in Florence^ u vas, in 
h's abfcnce, acciifc.l and condemned, his houfe w «'ifled, 
and his eftates were [ lunJered. As io (J^uarles ^ ois^ he 
I'cems iiuirely to have millaken his neafur» j. 'j'he pope 
grew jtalous of him, or, at Icaft, d\i rot fi pp .t him luffi- 
ciently to make good the governrr nt or vi.ari' x of i^ufany 
he had given him j and, r ''' . months ab Je at Fhrence^ 
h ' rcca'led him to expel the Sf^whirds out of Sicily. 

Hls departure left thj or black faction, nothing to 

fear; and they immediately lelolvcJ to drive the Whites from 
Pifoici^ where thev were mod njini i.> . For this purpofe 
theyjoi'ied their forces with the Lucqiufe \ but all they could 
do was to defeat the fc''."ered parties of the exiltd Whites ; 
and, after taking fome rf .heir caftles, they returned to Flo^ 
rcnce with great fhew of ./idtory and tiiumph. That city 
was then in an unhappy "ituation ; for though it had reverted 
to its popular form oi government, yet, in f £1, it received 
law from the Donati^ who put feveial he pi iicipal cift- 
%cns to death, and drovp others in ^ exile, on orete*"»c of 
iheir confpiring againft the p buc liberty. They loon ex- 
perienced the bad policy of this proceeding ; for the exiles 
became fo numerous as to be formidable to the governing 
]p 2 xiy zi FiGrer:u', who were far from 1 'ing unitrJ amongtt 
themfehes. The Bolagiufe took part .. ^Ailes, and the 

confederacy amongft them being formed, they raifed a great 
army, with which they marched againft Florence^ hoping, 
through the civil difputes in the city, to become mafters of it, 
T'he citizens, however, heiring of the approach oi the ene- 
my. fummoned the and their ancient ailics to their 

aflulance, and boldly matched out to give batue to the ene- 
my, who were waiting in hopes that the gates of the rfty 
would be opened to them ; fo great was thei’- dependence upon 
ilcfeat its inteftine commotiok.s. Being difappo .itcd, confiernation 
Bclog- fucceeded their confidence, and they took lijiht without fight- 
jicie. jpg^ leaving the Florentines in pofleflio^ of their camp and 
many noble prifoners, moft of whom were put *^0 
Florence, 

The fucceeding year the Florentines md the Lucquefe again 
laid fiege to ; but they neither ere able to tAc it, 

jiur to bring the enemy to a battle. The civil war? .1 it now 

pre- 


A. D. 
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prevjnled over all Tufcany^ with th^Jiici^cncy the feafons, 
hyl introduced a famine among xfai PlorentinM^ who were J famine 
obliged !o purchafe with ready money twenty-fejen thoufand in Flo- 
ml^aTiiresr of corn from Siei/ji and Calabria. But fio fooncr was fence. 
Florence f^eed from famine, than flie relap^.attVito domeflic 
^diftradUons. * Donatty thinking himielf rj.glcfted by 

his fell*’- 'citizens, and that he was not fufficicntly preferred Di/conient 
in the wernment, moved that tfeieftate of the*pul)lic money ?/’Curfio 
UK.L z the people. Though it had been greatly Donati. 
Cmbezzft ’, the u ption was unfeafonable, and made only 
upon feditR -s i\iotives\to bring certain leading magiftrates 
to purtiflimeiVj otftru "^ing his ambition. ' The meafure, 
however, waijfo plaufible, p, bifhop of Florence^ 

at hrft befriended it ; anil the malcontenfs of both partigs, 
who were very numerous, united ij^nijcr CiSrJlo. But the real * 
views of the latter appearing, the bifhop employed- all his in- 
tereft agaiiift the motion ; and not only the magiftrates,* but 
the other heads of the Donaii family, ‘ptit themfelves in 
arms againft Car/&. His p^rty wa^^ftill fci prevalent, that, 
after a vaft number of robberhis^aj^^^urderf had been com- 
mitted on both fides, the w^ere forced to interpofe, 

by marching into Florence fuch an^my as muft have turned 
the fcale of v’f^ory in favour of tire fcdUon they cfpoufed. 

Bjit they .dttu ; "»ith great moderation ; ^nd partly by 
tniL:'t5, an<}^ partly u; , ^rfuafions,*they in fome meafure re- 
ftored'uie ^jublic tranquil- They next applied themfelves 
to reform and prevent the abufes of government, and twelve 
prefidents were elected inftcad of fix. 

BENEDICTy w,. 
amifs that ti.'^fe com 
intervention, and fent Nicholas of PratOy a cardinal, as his Prato, y?/r/ 
legate to Florence. This prelate, examining into the grounds legate to 
of the late differences, took part with the people, whom he Florence : 


D was then upon the papal throne, took it Nicholas, 
N'^tions Ibould be appeafed without his cardinal ot 


perfuaded t® divide themfelves in|o twenty companies, each 
company to*have a gonfalonier, or ftandard-bearer, a colonel, 
and a ftandardt adorned with the arms and badges of the 
p^y. Severe penalties were decreed againft all who did ®ot 
follow their refpeflive ftandards as foon as they appeared in 
public. • Each gO|falonier was to ho^d his place for fix 
months, and, whilj the ftandaid was abroad, no perfon who 
followed it was to to his o^yn home. This laft regulation 
v?a§^rpade, in order tv \ deter the nobility from enrolling them- 
fe^ves intoiPihe compan./s. Each gonfalonier was to aflift the 
members of his own /:ompany by force of arms, if the cafe 
I. -* ^ J 

^.Xeoicardi Aretini Hift. Flor. p. 78. 
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he new- required it, againflf tip opprei&ons of the great ; and if a no- 
moz/e/s its bleman killrd a plefa^ihi^ ithe next relation of the d^lcea&d, if 
govern- poor, was |)> be afifffted with money to revenge hislkinfm^n’s 
menf; death, at tL^ expence of the company to which he belonged ; 

but if one pebeian killed another, the furvivor was to be de- 
livered up ylijfih.-. common coutts of juftice. The dike inftituj-. 
tions tool^ place in ^he Florentine territories witl&out the 
city. ' -f* ' ^ 

The legate having, 1 ^/thofe regulations, obtain' n preat 
, degree of popularity in Florence^ procceaed to • iute the 
hut y2i/7j/«P*‘»''cipal defign of his legation, whi^b pirfuade the 

hts main citizens to rccal the Circuit j and th*-4 ojjier |xiks, from their 
furpofey banifhment. 'I'he chief of the*^ 1; refided^' ztifArezxo ; and 
amongft them were Dante and the falfier of Petrarchy 

the other famous Tufcan poet of that age, whb was born at 
jlrezzo during his fathers exile. Vario Circuit was at the 
^ fame time there ; and by his advice the exiles, who continued 
to be very numerous, had chofen Alexander ^ count of Romenoy 
to be their head. The legate did not find the Florentines in- 
exorable on this ftlrtead ^ '"^it thedafidir turned out to be more 
difficult than was at nnfr linrugined. The exiles committed 
their concerns to the legatnri who might eafily have fucceeded 
in reftoring the white ntirty ; but infifting upon the Gibelin 
exiles being reftored it tne fame time, he fucceoded in neither, 
though he wasjiipported in both by a ftr^' g parir of nobilitv 
and commons within the city. Tb^ exiles hadinonoraed a 
deputation to wait upon the.l^g-art:; but while'ithe treaty 
was going forward, they pretended an invitation under the 
legate's own hand, which they produced ;^ but whether ** ge- 
nuine or forged, our author does rot y::termine.^<r It was in 
vain for the legate to make the mo'' y;6teftations of 

his innocence and good intentions ; for at once he loft his po- 
pularity, and was obliged to retire to Prato, He found no 
(belter there; and returning to Florence^ he attempted to pre- 
vail with the citizens to und^irtake an expedition againft Prato, 
The Florentines difeovered, or thought they dife^vered, that 
M TUTmy he wanted to raife was to be employed againft iheir 
liberties, and refufing to obey him, he was forced to learc 
and retires, Flcrenccy and repair to his mafter the pope. His departure 
was followed by a frefh« eruption of civil dfjifentions, ih which 
1' Curfio Donatl took no part, he having KTt his friends, who 
W’erc ftrengthened by the acccllion of twe great families, that 
of the ytinii and the Medici, I'he tv\/v parties too^ 
and, after many partial fkirmifhes, tK 7 came to a general 

^ Ll'qnarui Aretini H ft. Fl\c. pag. 80. 
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enga^q/ent between the old and new ^x^hanges, and about 
th^ommarkec. The north witiu |bl^ at tl^bt time very 
ong afainft the quarter where the houfes of tlie white fac- 
pn ftoqd, which one Nerio Abbott^ of the bla )k party, ob- 
ferving, he fet the houfes of thie Caponfacci o^ ,re ; and the 
p^flames fprtafj with fuch fury, that they comurlsi d feventeen 
• hundrtvl houfes, and was ftopt only by the interpcjition of the 
Arno, 1 his vaft lofs falling 'wr* the trading quarter of the 
CijTv. quanfiries of the rich i^rchandizes and commodi- ' 
tics th y deltroyed is incredible; and the violence with f 
which the 's proceeded, made the common people believe 
the cqnflagr. “io. war ai^fted by enchantment. 

The part;, of ^he Whi. was now utterly fubdued within 7’b^ pope 
the city; but.che cardina4 exafperated at the afFronts^/S^wo^j 

he had met vfith, repreferited the F[orenthei in fo odious* a the Flo- 
light to the pope, that he fummohed twelve of the principal ren^'nes to 
men of the city, amongft whom was Curfio Donati^ to appear ^pptar be* 
before his tribunal at Pierugidj where /.hen was. 

Florentines long debated whether they {hould obey this fum- 
moiK, which Teemed to be h^endef^' t give |the Whites a fa- 
vourable opportunity to re-entfei «|*e City, during the abfence 
of their chief enemies. But at rather than be thought 
guilty, they obeyed it, and fet out yith magnificent retinues 
to Perugia. Their apprehenfions,* howeverf were well-ground- 
ed. No former vv. ^ they arrived, .and had eiUered upon the 
vindi.';THcn ?5f their cor^i<5f, than the legate privately wrote 
to the heads of the other p«.:y, advifing them to feize on 
that opportunity of reinftating themfelves in the city. They 
accordingly aflemb^d, to the number of nine thoufand foot; 
and feveni. hundr.'^ horfe, great part of whom were Bo- 
lognefc and An '.' ^ They marched fo fecretly, that they 
came to the gates of Florence^ without being difeovered, about 
fiin-fet, and adiually forced their way into the city. But 
they were not unanimous : the Whites were jealous of their 
confederates^ who were ;• and they began to debate 

upon the manner of their proceeding. This created de'ay, 
which gave th*e citizens time to collect ihcir ftrength, 
th#y attacked their invaders fo brifkiy, that they drove them 
out of the city before the Bolognefe troops, who had been left 
at fome^diftance, c^uld come up to fii^port them. In their 
retreat fome were k iled ; but they were joiged near Mugelli 
by a reinforcement x f three hundred horfe, and eight bun- 
all Pi/lolan under Uberti^ who was himfelf a Flo- 
rentine exi.e’. Nothin^,, however, could re-animate them 
$ 1 ^ their late difaypointment ; and thus the enterprize 
nothing. / ‘ S 
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Hke F!o- In the i^nean wk^^i'Tpe BenediSl died, and the^Fli.fnliKe 
rcntinci deputies, a;.jter complaining to the cardinals of the Icg^^c’s 
refrezv treachery, \ burned to Florence. On examining iinj) the.ftitc 
their cen^ of their a^'^iis, and the .ftrenglli of their enemies, tnt'y 
fep>ra.y thought p^A'cV^to renew and extend their confederacy with^ 
fwith iheir jjji jhg ncl hbouring ilates of the Guelph party, wh: ,:h conT- 
mighbcurs, prfhended ^ihofe of Lucca^ ^^slterra^ Sieiwa^ , Gem- 

miani^ Colle^ and Civita^^Caficllana. This alliart, 

( formed, the confederates refolved to chuf.'a'^-i. vuiiv 

mand the whole of the troops, that thf y miglj. i^^r'^Tfn more' 
efFedt, and they pitched upon pri^c idell fbn to 

Charles king of Naples. The ^nditiom. of^ns coir. mand 
Were, that he (hould hav^ *'*' ..^redlion in th'^ civil govern- 
ix:tnt of the confederate ftates, bjtt that hejQ ould have the 
command of their armies; that he fbould rtfide conllanily 
InTafcany for a whole >ear; that the' confederates (hould 
maintain the cavalry he was to Irting along with him, and 
contribute, in proportion to their iv^ilitics, towards a revenue 
forhimklf. In^this cot '^fibuti^rr the as the.*moft 

powerful, had tue JJ'are, and the Lucquefe xhe next 

to them. Early in the fj^'Oowing fpring, Robert arrived in 
^ufeany^ at the head o^J’a finally but w^ell-difciplined, body 
of horle, and taki/ig upon him the commai^ of the allied 
army, helaid/iege to Pijioia. . ir . c 

The reader, in the eburfe of tV.J mftory, pg^eive 
how auk ward the "..u 'indeed all th^ pcbple of 
Italy were at that time, in the art of befieging towns ; and 
that they fcldom attempted a ficge in which they fuccceded. 
This w'as not fo much owing to the ^.ength oj^ the places, 
as to the unfkiifulnefs of the ariail?i>^^,,yyr,l[io^',ere deflnute 
of engines. Pljlo'ia had within it a ftrong garrifon, and the 
place was w'ell defended, fo that the fiege was converted into 
a blockade, which lafted four months. In the mean while, 
Clement V^. who had been ^rhofen pope, fent two legates into 
Fu^any^ to dijTuade Robert and the confederates?^ from conti- 
iiij.ng their hoftilities againft Fijiola. Robeat immediately 
dCi'ifted, as did all the confederates, except the Florentines 
and Liccqitcfe^ who, in contempt of the papal authority, ob- 
Florcnce ftinaiely continued tbi blockade. Upo ^, this the vlates of 
afid Luqcvl Lucca diW^ Florence by the legates, ^^id under an inter- 
interdiSed. diet. NotwithlFanding this, tjic fiege, f . rather blockade, of 
pijhia continued ten months, till the “jefieged began, to be 
prefled by famine and want of necelP. lies ; the o»!y engines 
the beficgers knew how to apply. liV vain the Pijhians en- 
deavoured to fend their women and ufe pfs mouths ouy^"^ tnv. 
city, for they wxre driven back by thu, befiegers r lod the 
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■Ptji^ns Wre obliged at laft to '-i^atil’^te ; b^t the ohly 
tei^ th{y could obtain were, that ^the exiles v within the 
pllce itii^t depart in fafety, ahd that no puni(h lent (hould 
be\nflided upon the inhabitants*. This takin*^ of is Pifloia 

memorable aera in Fior entitle hiftory, L.id happened \Vi taken, 

fie yea - 1306 The conquerors ii (5 fooner g pofleflion 
of it if ’ . they difmantled all ’•■s fortifications, and divided 
its hoi’ ' and territories amongft hemfelves. The confede- 
rate ai( ..^xc Jaiu fiege to Acciant^ a very ftrong place be- » 

loTTging to t^t family of the Ubaldi^ where moft of the ex- 
iles had tat n '•efuge. They befieged this place for three 
months j bu . the/ could 4 ot have taken it, had not the de- 
fendants faller at variance -/-fl: themfcjves/ and furren- 
dered it for ja^ The plaqe^was difmantled, 

and razed to the ground, and the^ ifthabitants removed to a ^ ^ 
neighbouring valley,’ wher^ they built for themfcives a town, 
afterwards called Scarpari^ 

This year was created in Florence 2 l new magiftrate, un- nezv 
der the title of the execatoi of juP/ r. G^*eat part of ?nagij}ratc 
power of the gonfalonier was sforfed to him; and (hAicreatid in 
he might be the more difintereftevf' . it was enadted, that the Florence, 
office (hould not be held by a natiC^:: of Florence^ or of Tuf- 
cany. The fame year the companies hi ^Florc^cc were re- 
duced from twem ^o nineteen. ‘Cardinal Nicholas oi PratOy 
the f-^me. had Det -. the pope’s legate xa Florence^ was 
now in mgj favour with pop^- ^lementy who owed his election 
to the popedom to him. This cardinal never had loll fight 
of' his favourite fc-beme of reftoring the Florentine exiles ; 
and he pe-fuaded ti ’ pope to fend cardinal Neapoliy who 
was of the Vof xh^UrJiniy as his legate to 

renciy to compofe all the difquiets oiTuftany. The cardinal 
having paffed the AlpSy fent a mefienger to Florenccy fignifying 
his approach, and ordering preparations to be made for his 
reception, and that of his retinu?. This produced a con- 
fultation amongft the Florentine magiftracy, who, fays my 
authors havir/g experienced that the refidence of legates 
anv>ngft them had always rather inflamed than allayed thdir 
civil diflentlons, refolved to refufe him admittance into their 
city. The legate /lerefore was obliged to retire to Cejenay 
where he put Flore^^ e under an interdict. But the Florentines q'hs Mo- 
knew now how to fp rt with th« papal bolts ;* and the legate rentines 
to Arezzoy ^ ut himfelf at the head of a large body defpife the 
of'horfe a.id foot, chi fly compofed of the Florentine 
intending to force his ntrance into Florence. Upon this 

** Le,^4. ?rdi Are' ini Hift. Flor. p.,83. ® Ibid. p. 84. 
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FlorentinesT. callinl^iyii; confederates to their laid 

fiege to the caftle t)f Gargonza^ where great numAers o^the 
exiles were^aflembled. This gave the legate an ctoportuiity 
of advancife towards ; but xht Florentine arm/ re- 
turning fr«S»^»he fiege, he retired to Arezzo^ a/id foon af- ' 
ter, findiry^ all his eicdeavours unfuccefsful, Kc returned 
France. ' . 

There h fomewhat (Jfi^ular in the fiate of li rj^ence at 
this time. The inhabitants had, upon e’i o«,w o'litin- 

guiflied themfelves in defence of the holy fee^ glor icu’ih 
being its votaries, and yet the pope^f Iate;/ia/>never gained 
one point which they thought mj^it tend /to t|ic prejCidice of 
their freedom or inteieft. they proff, fed themfelves 

Guelphs^ becaufd it was the md(h convenieri^cparty for them 
to efpoufe, without havieg one gtair| of regard for the papal 
authority. Though the papal thunders now roared more fu- 
rioufly than ever above their yet fo greatly were they 

difregarded by xt^C' Florentines^ thati:hey multiplied tax on tax 
upon the ecclefraftics,^^o inden;hify themfelves for the ex- 
penccs they haclfbcen'^at^n the late war. 

Next year, 1307, watrfree from foreign wars, but filled 
with dom^flic contentiq'aj. Curfio Donati ftill remained dif- 
fatisfied, and was thci patron of all the malcoi^tents. He had 
about him that kind of ftubborn virtue vvl])‘';h is ill fuited, to 
a popular government ; for, inftead«:.-'Vfburting; 3 ionoucS 5 ^c 
imagined that honours ought,tcvtt6nrt him. Hit ' magnani- 
niity, however, and the ready refuge which diflrefs always 
found in him, but above all his profell oopofilion to the no- 
bility, procuicd him vaft popularity, ^t^hich, at the fame 
time, his enemies gave out he in^f*«^.ed to reuploy to the 
fubvcrfion of public liberty. Their report was fomewhat 
countenanced by his marrying the daughter of Fagiokmi^^ a 
nobleman of gieat power and authori y, which, they faid, 
were to be applied to make Curfio mafter of Florence, The 
people believed the report from the appearances Aat favoured 
itorand Curfio was cited to appear before the rragiftracy. He 
Vits now the moft unpopular man in Florence y but ftill .he 
was backed by fomc friends, from the opinion they had of 
his perfonal virtues. Confeious of his ir nbcence, acid at the 
fame time of the power of his adverfariik, he refufed to ap- 
pear before the nnagiftiatcs ; and in onerday he was accufed, 
cited, and condemned. Knowing thie fate to which fie was 
deftined, he fortified bis heufe, which the magiftrates, re- 
conded by all the power of the city^belieged and ftormed, 
after a valiant refinance of feme hou|.Sj Curfio y " 

dcavouring to ;nake bis efcape^ was kiibid. Afterph^ death, 

both 
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both tVe r eople and magiftracy repent^;J their proceedings. 
Noi^foce,#3 was held againft his euats or/ family-'; and, too 
Ja(/, the; refle£led thatpo accufation, e6ccept t^e hafty one 
wmch ha^i procured his death, had ever been brc ^ght againft 
^ him. 

The AreTTians^ for fome time, had beea und^i the Gibe- Qg^gyf,j^fy 
iin govt nment; but having expelled the family of the T^r- pio^. 
lati^ th renewed their ancient winfederacy with the rehtincs, 

tiKif ?' '■ the ^^'•t^inning of the ye.y 1308. About the fame 

time th -^-^ntines interpofed to quell fome feditions at PratOj 
which haa ei* fomen:ed by the Pijioians^ who were exafpe- 
rated at the ^ uct^ 'lefe^ fo. preffing the Florentines to the ut- 
• ter demol ition ■ ^f 1 ^tjioia, -The Florentines generop fly rej e£led 
this propofal, .nd even agre^a maC the Pijioiani fliould have 
liberty to rebui'iJ thcir-fui liiiCirtions, which ‘bey did in a very . 
fliort time, by the affiftante of their religious, their young, 
and their aged of both fexes. Mean while the Tarlati^ by 
the affiftance of Fagiolanl again got footing -n Arezzo^ from 
whence they expelled tht'r enemies, who were patronized 
by the Florentines. And thus ftre a,Ai fword again raged in 
the territories of Arezzo. ' i 

Though i\it Florentines^ as Wc-.bave feen, refolutely op- 
pofed all attempts made by the pap.\1 fee againft their inde* 
pendency, yet they were very ready to vindicate and aflift the 
authority of his ho... in all matters that were indifferent ta 
them. TKrjj, therefore I '^s year fent a body of troops to the 
affiftance c. the papal legate, who was at war with the Ve- 
netians^ over whom he gained a complete vidlory, by means 
of that reinforcemei.\ Upon this his hoHnefs off took his in- 
terdidt fron Florence which now became his favourite city. 

That fame yc. ' lutcmines were chofen arbiters by the 
inhabitants of Gemmiani and Volterra^ who had been long at 
war on account of their limits, which were now fettled by 
the Florentines^ to the fatisfadfion of both parties. Towards Fhe Flo- 
thcclofe of the year, the Florentines fent three hundred horfe ren tines 
and fix hundred foot to the aftiftance of their allies of Gi- relieve Ci- 
vita Cajlellana^ who were opprefled by the domineering fa vita Caf- 
tio*. at Arezzo. As thofe troops were to march through the tellana, 
territories of the Arezzjans^ their expeditron might have 
proved fatal, had it not been for the ‘madnefs of the Arez- 
ziansy who, underft: nding how defpicable the Florentine force 
was, attacked them m their march to Cortona^ but in fo 
irregular and tumultu ry a manner that the Florentines ob- 
tained a complete vidtc y. 

Next fummer, the Florentines and their allies, being joined A. D. 
1 &y"the Arezzian exi^;s, marched againft Arezzoj and be- 1309. 

« fieged 

\ ' . ■ E 
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andheftef^e During] thvfiege, Henry of LuxemhuYgh 'i^\^ had 

Arezzo.^ lately been ^xholcq^Jerr^CTor, fent ambaflkdors Xo^FUk^et 
who deman^d an Audience of the magiftracy. '^yhis bcfj)g 
granted, thJ|purpofe of the ambafi'y was declared to be, tljac 
ihfc Florcnuvb^QX^^ prepare to receive in their city Henry^ 
w'ho was ^but -rp inarch into Italy^ at the head of a vajJ*- 
army, and^hat they fhoulJ defift fiom the fiege i^ 4 re%z.o. 
According tp Ricobaldi oi.^Perrara^ who lived n 5 ^ thofe 
times the Flotentines ^nd the 
Guelph of Italy^ had fecrctly entered into a 
They enter ohey Henry. 'I'his confederacy rcen:|s to bfi '^qfjynrmed by 
into a con- Jretin who tells us that the Flot[,ntUeSyj n ;*iiwsr fo the 
federacy ambafladors, exprefled their fur^tze that a Efiman emperor 
(hould carry his barbarians'll and at y>ie fame time 
empcior^ ju.lified the war ihey had undertafe^^ii again ft Henry s 
ambafladors delivered the fame nffecflage^ to the Arezzians^ 
and received much the fame anfwer. The campaign, as 
ufual, ended in depopulating the n\?ighbouring country, and 
the Florentines returned to their ovv^n city. 

By this time en^peior h3;» advanced as far as the lake 
Leman at the head of viis^t/emy, and that news led the Flo- 
rentines into very ferious 'onfultations. However dcfpicablc 
the ftrength of Florence voss, when oppofed to that of Hcnry^ 
yet they behaved oh this occafion with vaft fpirit ; and after 
many debates, ‘they came jo the dan?crriwi» refol\jtion of re- 
fufing //tf//ry admittance into their 4ty, and of with 

Robert king of SicUy^ who ibon atrer came to Florence^ where 
he met with great honours, and ftaid for almoft a month. 
A.D. According to Aret’in'^^ it was then the league, of the 

13 » I* Italian ftates, was formed; but we rather thinl^it was then 
confirmed. The emperor was attc*jljed^^ Leopold duke of 
^vbo Aujlria^ and Rodolphus of Bavaria, with Baldwin archbifliop 
r«/Ilt^ of Treves^ the bifliop of Liege^ the counts of Savoy and Flan- 
^ y* dersy and other lords of the empire**; fo that the: German 
army was very formidable. ^ As no emperor of Germany had 
ever been in Italy y fince the time of Frederick IL pope Cle- 
7 nel\ V. though he had before invited him, now put himfeif 
at the head of the confederacy againft him. The greatnefs 
of Henry'^ army and court, rendered his ,\narches very flow, 
which was of fome fcrvice to the Florentin\s. Notwithftand- 
ing the danger they were in, they this yc^tir fent an army to 
the afliftance of the Are%%ian Guclphsy w^io were hard preflTed 
by their adverfaries, but relieved by *te Florentines. The 

* Muratori, tom. ix. pag. 259. J Page 87. ^ 

^ Hbiss’s Hift. of the Empire, pag. 329. 

Furentine 
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Floreni? le jibelinsy however, joined the emperor ; and even 
Dant in one of his epittle.., ly reproaches the 

Florentines for their condiKSf*", in refitting: ' him ; and many 
me p^ifl’ccl between them and the emperor, who conti- 
nued nioll of the year about Mllan^ Cremona nd Bnfcia^ 
nnd other plarcs in that neighbourhood, hv Florentines 
j fiiil con inueci obftinate ; but many of the wifci and more 
moderat jmongff them, propter d a kind of an adt of am- 
neilv, ^ rc-atitriitting their cxilcv’ brethren, which at laft 
pajTed ; ov the intrigues of one Baldi^^ a mercenary law- 
yer, it was ’ y .ed with great numbers of exceptions, w>hich 
afterwa’'ji v 'cc of ' iiu detriment to the flatc, Amongft 
ihofe who were, ex'-cpted W4r*' Dante the poet. 

Great nur hers, howeve*, reftorcc^ by this act ofProgrep^ 

amnefty, and the confcdciTC.y now extendfd to Florence^ 

Lucca ^ Sienna^ Fijlcia^ Be! Citia di Cajlclloy and a great 
number of other fmailer fta es, who all ranged themfclves un- 
der the banners of Robert 1 ing of Sicily^ and Bologna was ap- 
pointed to be the place of i^^ndezvous for all their forces, as 
licing moft convenient for p!/venti»'g the e nperor’s march 
into Tufeany. The emperor fpcni j ./inter of the year 131 1 
at GenoQj w^hich lent him twenty ^ong gallies, and in the 
fallowing AfarchY.^ ariived at Pifa^ \ i his way to Rome\ but 
icmained fomc days at Viterbo^ that he might the better un- 
derftand the ftate y' Italy ^ which* he found n.oft miferably 
divided. His intention was to rc-eftablifh the imperial au- 
thority thor^, and he had maou himfelf be crowned king of 
Lombardy at Tvlilan ; but he could not prevail upon the pope 
and the cardinals to ^rowm him in Rome. Having, however, 
a great facli 'n in that 'ity, he refolved to force bis way into it, 
though he w’as John the prince of Morea^ brother 

to Robeti king of Sicily. T\\q Floi eniims.^ ever faithful to 
their engagements, underftanding how things went at Rome.^ 
fent their friends there a ftrong reinforcement ; fo that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty that he fenced his way into the city, 
and was tumultuoufly crowmed by fome cardinals in the ^thwxrh coro 
of St.John Latir an on the firft oY Augtyl^ 1312. This ii nation of 
reg’Jar coronation would have been but of little fcrvice toM^ f7//ycr<?^ 
the emperor, had he not been favoured by the intcfiine di- Rorae» 
vifions which at this lime prevailed all over Italy. He had 
made himfelf mafter ot Milan and Cremona, the latter by 
force; and obliged Panna^ p^enza^ and Piacenza, to ac- 
^ knowledge his aiitfeorit} and pay him money. Padua paid 

® Cronaca di dino Cor pagni apud Muratori, tom. ix. pag. 
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him one hupdred i^}ji^rapd crowns, and fubmitted jfo ibceivct 
a governor from and Venice made him a present i 

magnificent i crown W gold, enriched with diamoifads: a^d 
he appointed governors in all the cities that either volunta- 
rily, or by fubmitted to him. Nicholas bifhop of Bro^ - 

tonto^^ why ‘attended Henry \n ^his expedition; informs 
that the Fldrentines on this occ?/ion fent one Ricard^Hugueii^ 
to make up onatters with^ne emperor, but that L de- 
ceived him. Aretin is filcAt as to that 
fibly it was no other than a fecret negotiatiop ,b^’fem-the 
emperor and the heads of the Gibelin party n j^loWnce (A)* 
Be that as it will, it is certain that the'enip-'eror ^as e.iraged 
beyond all mcafure with thc^jriiig of Sici/y imd the Fhren- 
tines^ to whom he imputed *aYl tK‘e difficulties h'" encountered. 
His German armv,’^ by th‘s ^ime,' Was fo greatly harrailed and 
weakened, that he was in no cmditior. to march againfl: 
Robert ; he therefore refolved / vent his rage upon Flo- 
marches rence^ and advarTcc‘d againfl that flaj^e by the way of Perugia^ 
egainft Cortona^ and Ar^zxo^ k^ping th^ Appenaines on his right. In 
Florence, his march he wat* joins Jb;^ alj Ae Florentine exiles, who had 
been excepted out of tlic L‘p,e a£l of amnefty. The Floren- 
tines^ mean while, were not wanting to themfelves : they 
called in all their trogps,® which wxrc in excellent order, and 
charged their generals to do all they could to oppofc the em- 
peror ; but, it polfible, to avoid coming* to a battle. The 
emperor, however, made himfclf maftcr of fevcral places of 
their territories ; and at laft came to Ancifa, where the 
7 entine 2irmy w?is fo ftrongly entrenched, that he could not 
have proceeded, had he not been dirc^d in his march by 
the Florentine exiles, who knew thexountry. ,The bifhop 
of Broionto fays, that the empcrcr's'^army'“ Wfs'' then in very 
bad plight ; but that the emperor, having beaten part of the 
Florentines^ would certainly have made himfelf mafter of An- 
cifa^ had he attempted it. Aretin s account is pretty much 
the fame ^ ; and it appears upon the whole, that Henry s ani- 
m9^ity zg2\ni\. Florence hurried him into a wronjg ftep, by his 
lei t^ing Ancifa^ and the main part of the Florentine army, at 

* Iter Jtaljcum Hci^nci Septimi. Imper apud Moaatori, 

, tom. ix. pag. 922. ^ Aretin. pag. 90. 
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f \) Not^ithftanding this to the Florentine hiflory at this 
fsfSSaing ciriiflion, the agree- time, s wonderful, when we 
ments amongft the Italian au- confidep^ the faftions that then 
thor?, in all particulars relating loitltaij 
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liis batk/and marching againft Flor^nce^ which^he imme- 
diatrly inyefted on the fide of the Cafmtk^> gate. 

fruE ^hrentines^ on feeing the imperial army, imagined 
that their :roops had been totally defeated at Anci h^ and this hejiegh^ 
belief thre\w them into a confternation that uininated in 
/d^pair. manned their walls, apd repair^ their for- 

tifications: but Aretin does not comprehend why the em- 
peror dii, not take the firft advai tage of the eonfiernation 
of and affault theNcity, - in which cafe he 

prohaHy wo^ld have made himfelf mailer ofj the placed 
The bifliop 7^ '£ntronto^ who, at this time, attended the em- 
peror’s .perfon, accouifts for this omillion, by telling us, that 
the emperor tl#jn was in a defperate flate of health j that 
he had not wir’i him above three hundred horfe ; that his 
camp was unprovided of every thii^g,* through the madneis 
of the Germans^ w’hp had ;made a military defert wherever 
they came ; and that they were obliged to buy at double 
price their provifions from tfie Gibelim^ wht) attended the 
army, and who left him at- foon as their turn was ferved. 

In fadl, iht Florentines y from defpair, reflc£l<d with amaze- 
ment on their own condition. They fummoned their 
confederates to their afliftance, anu the Lucqttefe Tent them 
three thoufand foot, and fix hundred Jiorle, all well-ap- 
pointed troops. In a few hours their own Sirmy arrived from 
Ancifay by a difFerent route from wha^ the emperSr had taken, 
and they \^ere' now fo fecure, that though the emperor was 
encamped within three hundred paces of their walls, they 
fcarcely perceived that they were befieged. Henry y on the is forced 
lall day of Novembery raifed the fiege, but not without being raife the 
harrafled in Ms \\\q Florentines. When he came/ir^^.. 

to Cnfcianoy vvh^jh hv. uc^ged, he received a ftrong rein- 
forcement from Fifa of three thoufand foot and five hun- 
dred horfe, and one thoufand Gensefe crofs-bows. The bifliop 
of Botronto acknowledges, that the Germans committed great 
irregularities during this liege, by buftiing a great many places, 
and taking ofhers. Amongft the latter w^as the caftle cf 
St. Maryy wherS Contardiy of the family of Filachey then onA 
of t^e nobleft in Vcnicey was made prifoner. The Gibelin 
fadlion were earned with the emperor to have taken ofF this 
nobleman s head, that he might therebj^ ftrike the greater 
terror into his enemies. The emperor, however, chofe to 
difinifs him in fafety, which he* accordingly did, on condi- 
tion of his returning to F^orencey and endeavouring to con- 
ciliate the minds of his countrymen to the emperor. Ccri' 

Aretin. pag. 90. 
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iardi acquitted hin^felf 4 ike a man of honour as to the condi- 
tions of bis releafe \ but without fuccefs. On h||s return to 
the emperor, he laid the principal blame of the flubbcrn- 
nefs of thj^ Florentines upon the bifhop of Florence and* his 
clergy, wHo were perpetually haranguing thepehple to ftand* 
by their liberties agaiAft the cmyeror. The emperor, whileTi^ ^ 
lay hcfort CafcianOj was fo-iJittle formidable to '^the F/oren- 
rentineSy that they diml^fed their auxiliaries, andvharrafled 
him to fuch a degree, that he was obliged to raift ihcf'fiege, 
and removed to Poggiohonza^ formerly called. Bomtium 
where he rebuilt the fortifications that had t/een razed by 
Charles of jinjou. But though it was now in the middle of 
winter, his army was fo karrafl'ed by the Florentines^ that he 
^was obliged to keep the field till the beginfiing of fanuary^ 
1213. ^ - 

7‘i-ie‘ emperor’s obftinacy, however, in continuing this 
war, gave the Florentines fuch apprehenfions, that they re- 
folved to apply *to Robert king of Naples^ Sicily being then 
under Frederick ^ for affiftance,^s they expected he would re- 
new the war next f{>ring with more fury than ever. They 
chofe for their ambafladors Giacomo Bardi znA Dardano Ac^ 


ciaioli. They were inftru6led to repair to Sienna and Pe* 
rugia^ that they.mrtght excite thofe ftates to join in the com- . 
mon caure,*>and likewife to apply to xht Lucquefe and Bo- 
lognefe. All of them ordered their deputies to join with thofe 
of Florence. Robert received the deputies with the utmoft af- 
fedion, and promifed, if the affairs of bis kingdom would 
fuffer him^ to put himfelf at the head of the Tujean confede- 
racy in perfon ; and in the mean ti'^ie, he fent his brother 
Peter to their affiftance with a bpd^ of cavalry. This gave 
great fpirits to the Florentines \ but they wSe quickly damped 
by a demand made upon them from Robert of three months 
pay for his horfemen. This demand was the more unfeafon- 
able, as the ftate, of lat'*, had been put to fo great expence, 
that the public treafury was exhaufled ; would their 
^^other allies contribute to any (hare of the expence. In vain 
‘ they applied to Robert for a mitigation of his demand ; and 
part of the money being paid, they expefled him to fulfil 
They his promife. Robert knew the dread the Florenthi^s were un- 
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der of fubjc£kion to the emperor, and trifled with them fo 
long, that they were forced to come to a refolution of offer- 
ing to him the fovereignty of their city and dominions for 
five years. This was done by the prefidents, who were v^fted 
with authority from the people for that purpofe ; but upon 


years. 


the 
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Ibe foflowing exprefs conditions, vItl, « That the king hinitelf 
in’perfon, or one of his fons or brothers, Ihould refide in FU- 
reiice; that no exile ftiould be reftored ; that the people 
fliould be governed by their own laws; and th^t the power 
of the prefidents (hould continue.” Deputies vf \ie then ap- 
J^fuinted by th'b Hate, who repaired to Naples^ and made a 
tender to Robert of his new Ibvercignty. Robert began his 
govern Vient with an aft of ju^ice highly ‘approved* of 
by the F]ormttnes\ for the prefidents, who had been the 
main inftrutVents of conferring the government upon him, 
prefuming upon the great ferviccs they had done him, foli- 
citcd irim for certain immunities to themfelves and their fa- 
milies, and otHer privileges, which were ii2Comf)atibIe with 
the liberties of the people ; hoberty after ratjf^ing the inflnw* 
ment by which he received the govtrrVr^ent, rejefted this ap- 
plication with the utmoft difdain and didike. 

While the emperor continued at Poggiobonzoy he entered The em- 
into a league with Frederick king of 5 /V/l!y*againft Robert, peror 
Their intention was to invade the kingdom of Naples ; and leagues 
Frederick for that purpofe furniflied tlje emperor with a large ^ith the 
fum of money. This fupply enabled the emperor to idktkingof 
into his pay fevenly Genoefe gallies, to hire more troops in Sicily 
Germanyy and to make other preparaiiops, which might 
have pioved fatal both to Florence and Robert^ had not the 
emperor himfelf died near Siennay fti the midft of his expe- 
dition againft Florence and its confederates, in Augujiy pg^or dies. 

Authors of no mean rank ^ tell us he was poifoned. He 
certainly was a violent but impolitic prince. Before his death da. 
he had arrogated to himfelf the fovereignty of all Italyy and ra^gr, 
had fummoned all th»' grinces and Hates of it not only to 
do him homage, but to pay him tribute. The Florentines 
and their allies had the courage to oppofe him; for which 
reafon he denounced vengeance againH them, and publifhed 
edifts, giving them up to the fwprd, by putting both them 
and Robert iSng of Naples to the ban of the empire. This 
is faid to have been the fentence of his own death, by givi-^g 
the Florentines the hint to poifon him, which a Dominicauy 
hired by them, did, in adminiftering to him the facrament. 
Whatever maybe in this (for the faft ^ not fufficiently (B) 

authen- 

« Voltaire^, Heiss, Scz, 

•(B) Ferretiis Plncenfinus% CO- toresy has given us a very mi- 
temporary author of great ere- nute account of this prince’s 
dit, publillied by Mnratori, ,vol. death; but leaves no room for 
ix.Q^\^\sRei'ufn Italicark7nSi1ip- thinking that it happened by 

F 2 '■ poifon. 
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2uthenticattfd) it is^ certain his death happened very criti- 
cally for the Florentines and their allies, as well as for the king 
of Naples^ becaufe it abfolutely defiroyed the llrong confede- 
racy that had, been formed egainft them. The Genoefe fldet 
was difmiffeJl, and the imperial army returned la German 
' ny ; while Frederick^ Vho was*^ then befieging Reggio^ wiS 
oLhged to return with his to Sicily. The face of af- 
fairs all over Italy was iww changed. The Florentines and 
their allies had been highly exafperated againft the Pifans^ 
for the afliftance they had given to Henry^ and determined 
to take a fevere vengeance. The Pifans^ upon this, chofe for 
their governor Uguicio Fagiolaniy in hopes of being able, by 
his means^ to break or weaken .the confederacy againft them. 
Pagiolani immedyitely took into his pay eight hundred German 
hori'e, part of the emperor’s army, and made great prepara- 
tions aganift the Lucquefe^ who, upon that occaTion, imitated 
the example of. the Florentines^ by putting themfelves under 
the protedion of the king of Naples. The elegant hiftorian 
of Florence obferves that this objedion rendered them lefs 
alert than they had b^en before in the field, becaufe they 
trufted too much to Roberfs protedion. The Florentines^ 
however, pundually performed all their engagements with the 
Lucquefe^ and Fagitnani for fome time thought proper to (hut 
himlclf up WiPifa. But no fooner did the confederates re- 
1314- attacked the territories with fo much 

fury, that he forced them to a fcandalous peace, by which 
they delivered up fevcral of their forts to the Pifans^ and were 
obliged to re-admit into their city all their Gibelin exiles. 
The latter demanded to be reinftaied in their efFeds; but 


Good faith 
of the Flo- 
rentines. 


this meeting with oppofition, a war broke out in the 
city. Florentines^ on this occafion, gave a noble proof of 
their good faith : they had remonftrated, in the ftrongeft 
terms, againft the pufillanimity of the Lucquefe in concluding 
the late peace ; but ftill i}\cy fupported their friends in Lucca. 


The (iibrlln fadion there, on the other hard, applied to 


l^uigi:,!ani^ who came to their afliftance vwth his German 
liorfe, plundered the houfes of both parties in Lucca^ znd 
drove all the Lucquefe Guelphs out of that city. 

So fudden a rcv<?lution of government could ftake place 
only in an Italian Itatc, balanced, as that of Lucca was, be- 




^ Leonard. Aretin: 


polfon. He tells us, indeed, till after he was given over by 
that a Dominican gave him the his phyficians. 
facrament i but this was not 


tween 
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Vween two powerful parties* The Lucquefe exiles retiAt/to 
Wie cftates they had upon the Lower J^rno^ where thc/fm- Lucquefe 
pwed the protection of the Florentines^ which they received exiles fuc* 
in an eminent degree. They not only fent them fuccours, eouredly 
by which they were enabled to maintain their forts, buttp- 
^plied by an.ambafly to the king of Naples for afliftance. 

• Robert^ to keep up his cr’Wit with the Tufcan dates, whin 
he now confidered as his fuC§'*£ls, immediately ordered ^is 
brother Pider to march at the head of a body of horfe toT/<;- 
rence. PAr’s fiift care, after arriving there, was to make 
up matters with the Arezztans^ whofe government continued 

^ be Gibelint le/l they ihould join with Fagiolani^ and 
the Gibelins qf Lucca and Pifa. This great point being ef- 
feded, the Florentines applied themfelves egtirelj^ to the war 
againft Pifa \ while Fagiolani as brilkly pyflied that agaii^ft 
the exiled Lucquefe^ the Pijioians^ tRe people of Miniato^ the • 
Volterrans^ and otBer dates confederated with Florence^ that 
were open to his incurfions. At lad he^formed the fiege of 
Catino, In the mean while Philipy prince of Tarenturn^ an- 
other brother of Robert king of Naples^ came to Florence^ 
and gave fuch life to the Florentln^^ that they put him at 
the head of all the troops they could muder tip, and he 
inarched to raife the fiege of Catino. Fagiolani^ on his fide, 
made fuitable preparations to meet lAn^; but, as he was 
inferior in drength, he remained on the d^enfive, though 
without raifing the fiege. But Fagiolani found himfclf under 
a neceffity of returning to Lucca^ where his prefence w^as nc- 
cefTary to prevent a new revolution. This, however, he 
could not do without coming to a battle. Amongd the con- 
federates of were the and CoUenefe (C), whom 

Fagiolani attacked witK^h fury, that he drove them upon 
the main body of X^^^tlorentines. The latter, however, 
bravely made head againd their enemies ; but Fagiolani^ 

German horfe breaking in, they were put to a total rout, and 
two thoufand of them were cut in pieces, bcfides grer.: num- 
bers who ^S?ere drowned. Philips who commanded the army, 
was that day fick, fo that the command devolved upon his 
younger brother Peter^ who, together v/iih Philips cfJeft 

fon Charles^ W 2 i& killed in the battle This viClory was not 

• 

Aretin, pag. 95. Janotti Manetti Hifloria apudMu- 
raiorium, vol. xix. pag. 1030^ • 

• • 

(C) The inhabitants of Colle^ it fcarcely deferves tliat name, 
a town of Tv/caf^^ fo fmall that though it is the feat of a billiop* 

F 3 blood- 



'j'9 ^ fhe^^ijtory cf Florence; 

U^^efs on the fide of Pagiolani. The Florentines killed his 
eldeft fon* aftd cut in pieces his firft line of foot. 

The Florentines (hewed great difTatisfafiion at the condudl 
of tneir commanders that fatal da}’, and it was increafed 
whf^n they faw Catino furrendered to the conqueror, and that 
the king of Naples made no motion for aififiing them. At 
la^ they began to talk of chufifig another proteflor, when 
one pf Roberts gcner^als came, but with fcarce any 
attendance, to put himfelf. at the head of their arnjy. ^ This 
difappointment rendered the Florentines ftill more outrageous. 
Two faftions, the Royalifts and the Anti-royalifts, fprung 
up in the city, who often came to blov:s with each other ; 
and there muft have been an end of the Florentine literty, 
had not the Pifans^ in attempting to throw of Fagiolan?% 
yc:ke, given his army fuch a diverfion that the Florentines xc^ 

^ ' ceived a breathing- time; 

fij^Pifans It was at this period that the famous Cajlruccio Cajiruccani 
rebel appeared. His ner/onal hiftory will come more properly un- 
againfi ^ that of Lucca. It is fufficient here to fay, that he was at this 
Fagiolani. tjfxie a young man of wonderful endowments, both of body 
and mind, and was one-iof the Lucquefe^ who, upon the late 
revolution, bad been re-admitted into that city ; where fall- 
ing under Fagiolani\ difpleafuie, he was imprifoned, when 
he was at the heig’at' of his reputation, after doing Fagiolani 
the moft important fervices. Fagiolani made no fecret that 
he intended to put him to death, as he had done many 
other noble Pifans and Lucquefe ; but the latter took arms in 
his favour, and freed him from his imprifonment. Fagiolani 
hearing of this, marched out of Pifa^ intending to reduce the 
contumacious Lucquefe j but he was no fooner gone than the 
Pifam (hut their gates againft hi;i^»eturn, while the Luc^ 
expelled him their city ; and thus in one day he loft 
two principaliiies, and was obliged to fly with his fon to 
Lunoy now Jrici. Both the Pifans and Lucquefe after this 
put themfclves under the proteftion of the king of Naples^ to 
the great difeontent of the Florentinesy who werS in hopes of 
b^ng revenged upon the Pifans for their defeat at Catino : 
being afraid, however, of injuring the common caufe by dis- 
union, they at lad ratified what the king had done. 
Newregn- This year is remarkable fora new regulation ftiade in 
laitGK Florenccy by which every horfeman, who went to war, was to 
about ar- have his helmet, breaft-plate, gauntlets, cuifles, and boots 
mour. all of iron ; a precaution which was taken on account of the 
difadvantages their cavalry bad fuffered from their light ar- 
mour at the battle of Catino. Guido^ a Tufean count, whofe 
eftate lay in the neighbourhood of Floremey was then gover- 
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Mor of the city under Roberty who grew d«ily more ajiJlkpa 
^^opuiar there ; not fo much from any real grounds of f £ 
fati^(9^ion the people had^ but becaufe ihe feed^of enmity 
ilill fubiifting among the noble families, if one favoured the 
king, it was caufe lufficient for ^ the other to oppofe him. 

Guido was perfeAly well acquainted with the interells aid 
jififpofitions of the Florentine^^nd afte^ with fuch incomplL 
rable wifdpm and moderation^ that he made up above fif» 
capital qudrrels fubfifting amongfl noble families^ and therjil!^ 
all of them Vere reconciled to the king ; fo that he reduced 
Florence tofuXh aftate of tranquility and unanimity that it fcarce 
had ever known before. This period is further remarkable 
for the good faith vAth which the Florentines continued to 
afSft their allifts, by fupporting the Guelphs of Qremona and 
Parma againft their enemief. • 

ROBERT king of Naples was aj tbi$ tiiwe^at Genoa^ whefe 
a fadlion of the citizens put him in^pofl'efiion of that city. 
Meeting, however, with a ftrong oppofition, he applied to^'^^ Flo- 
the Florentines^ who were then at peace koih at home and^^”^*"®* 
abroad, and their allies, for afliftance, which was accordingly^?^ 
fent him, and did him great fervice. I'he empire at this^*-S^.^ 
time was vacant, and had continued To ever fince the death 
of the emperor Henry of Luxemburg in Italy. Pope Clement V, 
had condemned the memory of that empwor, and had rc- 
verfed his fentence againft Robert king ol Pikples, Not content 
with that, he pretended that Robexi was his vHflal, and that 
the holy fee had a right to govern the empire during its va- 
cancy ; he therefore named Robert to be the imperial, or 
rather the papal vicar all over the imperial fiefs and poflef- 
fions in Italy^ and it was under that pretext he had got foot- 
in Genoa. The expelled Gemefe^ however, being fupported 
by Franecy Robert could have maintained his footing in 
that city, without the alfiftance of the Florentines, Upon 
the death of Clement V. ^ohn XXII. fucceeded to the fee of 
Rome. Although his father was only a Ihoe-maker, he pre- 
tended to the fame right his pr^decelTors had done of depo- 
fing kings, ayd difpofing of empires; but the intereft 

was at this time very ftrong in Italy. The Florentines !jad 
weakened thcmfelves by the great fupplies they had fent to 
Genoa ^nd France againft Roberfs enemies. The bifhop of 
Arezzo had again in a manner got f)»fleffion of that city j 
and Cajlrticcio of Lucca^ who was a foldier fortune, having 
been praflifed upon by the<?/W/«r, brought the Lnequeje^ 
whom he entirely governed, to declare againft the Floren- 
tines. Thus Florence had a more formidable enemy than ever 
to encounter, no general in Italy being then thought com- 

F 4 parable 
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mm\Ac to Cq/lrucctOy either for intereft or reputation. A^l 
arbnce ho invaded^ and laid wafte the territories oiFlore^iey 
and took many fortified places, proceeding as far as B:npolL 
Florentines^ upon this, were obliged to recal one thoufand 
h^rfe, who were ferving the king of Naples in his Genoefe 
\fars. Cajlriiccio^ glad of this opportunity to fheW his power. 
Immediately marched towards^&mtf, but was obliged to re- 
by an irruption which the Florentines made intj the Luc* 
guefe territories. His ambition was^ if poflible, m fight the 
Florentines \ but the latter, confeious of his fuptriority, kept 
upon the defeniive all that year, but not withodt a great lofs 
of reputation as well as territory. a 
^htir Next year the made a league ;vith Spinetta, a 

•wflirjwVA noblenian of great property, whom Cajlruccio had 

Caftruc- injured; and raffing two armies, they invaded the Lucquefe 
' territories from different quarters. With one army they laid 
fiege io Ftghiniy and with the other marched direftly 
againft Lucca^ i;ei^king a great many places they bad before 
loft. Cajlruccio loft no time in oppofing this double inva- 
fion, and marched with wonderful expedition to the relief of 
Fighini. The Florentines^ on his approach, abandoned the 
fiegc, and made a more hafty retreat than was confiftent 
with their honour. Cajlruccio^ however, could not bring 
them to any dcciftvo adtion, and with great difficulty, and 
fome lofs, th^y returned to Florence. Upon which Caftrucch 
recovered all the places he had loft, and took feveral others. 

The affairs of the Florentines were at this time in a low 
ftatc, chiefly through the lofs of reputation, and their having 
no man of great confequcnce to head them. They had fuffered 
gicatly by the fuccours they had fent to the king of Naples^ 
and their other allies; and ^hy^.were fo involved in war 
and difficulties in the year 1321'^, that they were obliged to 
create twelve affiftant prcfidents for the management of af- 
fairs ; they likewifc that year added fome new fortifications 
to their city. 

The ancient league between (D) the Florentines and the 
Pjjkians ftill fubfifted, and the former fent^Jw//^, one of 

li 

* Aretini, pag. 9S. 

4. 

r 

(D) The following particu- This Manettius is an nnexcqi- 
^ brs of the lea'^pe between the tionable author, not only as he 
P'ijhians an.d Cafiniceioj are ta-' was a Florentine of great rank 
ken from the Ftfhian chronicle and ccnfideration, but governor 
of Jajiottiusy osJamuHius Ma- Pijloia, Aretin is very lame 
ueiiiy a Florentine, publiHied by in this period of his hillory. 
Altsiatsr:, tom. pag 987. 

their 
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^^helr bed officers with a body of horfe to the aflidance olihe 
i^^er, Cajiruccio having a drong party in their city, ancf an 
cyeSmon their government. At the fame time Pim^ a J*/?- 
rentlm knight, was governor for^the king of Naples in Pijma, 

All that could do, was to prevent Caftruccio from mfc- 
ing himfclT mader of Pijloi^ but h^ could not hinder hto 

• from a£lbally laying the PJjh(an territories under fuch heyy 
contribucbns, that the inhabitants wifhed for nothing fo inach 
as a peace.^ and fome citizens of great eminence managed ^ 
matters ro, ,that they brought about a conference between <rhe Pif- 
Caftruccio and Pino for that purpofe ; but they difagreed upon toians 
the terms 5. This ti^aty gave fo great unealinefs to the FIo^ treat with 
rentines that tkey fent for Pino to Florence ; and in the mean Caftruc- 
time the Piftoians of themfelves chofe a nfew governor, one 
Fumo^ a partizan of Caftruccio. Qrmanni ^•^\or of the 
nadery of Pefeia, yvas of the fame*faclion, and extremely 
adlive in getting all the enemies to Caftruccio removed out of 
the government. OrmannPs influence vws^fo great in the 
date, that he got the common people publicly to declare for 
a treaty with Caftruccio. The Florentine government, under- 
dandingthis, fentaformal ambafl!y,cAifidingof fix noblemen, 
and as many principal citizens, to difluade the Piftoians from 
making, at lead, a feparate treaty. Ortjianni hearing of this 
deputation, wrote to all the inhabitants <Jf the Piftoian terri- 
tories, deliring them to repair inftantly to th9t city, if they 
were for peace with Caftruccio. In the mean while, the Flo- 
reniine ambafladors were received with the utmod poJitenefs 
by Ormanni, and the heads of his fadlion ; but by his ma- 
nagement, the gates of the city and the palace were fuddenly 
feized by the people, and all the magidrates, whom they 
fufpeded to be averfe i^^^acc, were difplaced, Ormanni 
pretended to the Florenifte^puiics^ that this had been done 
without his knowledge, and againd his intention; but at 
the fame time he privately invited Ca^ruccio to advance towards 
Pi/loia^ to jyve weight to the revolution. 

It does not appear, from Manetti\ relation, that Ormanni Revolu- 
hitherto was fnore fincere with Cajiruccio than he had bem tions in 
vrtth the Florentine deputies; who, upon the news of Cajiruc- Lucca%' 
elo's approach, hadily left Pi/loia^ and with fome difficulty 
faved t\vo noblemen, whom Ormanni dbfigned to have put to 
death. After this, he took upon himfelf thje exercife of the 
government, drove out of the^city all who oppofed him, and 
left the people to be pljjndered and oppielTed by his rapacious 
Jcinimen. He dill, however, endeavoured to keep fair with 


c Manetti apud Murat, p, 1031. 
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C^^ccio ; but the latter, perceiving that Ormanni was only ^ 
atntmng hitzf, made himfelf mafter of the greateft part of tljif^ 
Pijaian territory. This, together with OrmannW own jriio- 
lenlie, rendered him extremely unpopular ; and PhiliJ^ his 
nepnew, a man of much greater addrefs and moderation, 
ftB';pt him of his power ; but behaved fo as to keep well both 
w^h Cajiruccio and the FlorentUes \ though it was ,not long 
beij^re he was obliged to give up^ the government ot^ijioia in- 
tirely to Cajiruccio, ^ 

While this revolution was bringing about in^^i/ioia, the 
Florentines fent an army to the relief of their allies of Sienna^ 
while the turbulent bifliop of Arezxo b^fteged and took Fron~ 
zoii^ and perfecuted with fire and fword all the allies of Flo- 
rence in the* territories of //r^2j7, who fent to Florence for 
affiftance. Thebifhop was then befieging Velona\ and though 
the Florentines might well have excufed themfelves, on account 
of the multiplicity of the wars they were engaged in, from 
undertaking a pe;w one, yet they immediately ordered a 
powerful afliftance to their confederates. But the bifliop by 
this time had taken and razed to the ground Velona ; upon 
which the Florentine auxiliaries returned home, as the bifhop 
did to Arezzo, The difficulties in which the Florentines were 


now involved, feem rather to incrcafe than damp their fpirits. 
They inceflantly put their allies, who were chiefly compofed 
of exiled GuaipJosy in mind of Cajiruccio^ power, and the 
danger the libeities o^Tufeany were in from him; and this they 
did with fuch fuccefs, that they once more aflembled a power* 
ful army in Florence. This checked Cajiruccio^ progrefs for 
fome time; and the Florentines even entered into a treaty 
with the Genoefcy whom they aflifted with a body of land- 
forces, upon condition that the^Ggjjrv^ (hould affift them with 
a fleet againft the Lucquefe^ to j^ve a diverlion to Cajiruccio^ 
While preparations were making for this expedition by land, 
an officer of approved fidelity, who had the command of three 
hundred horfe, d^.ferted w*ith his men to Cajiruccio, The 
Florentines thought that this had happened thrtugh the cor- 
ruption of the officer ; and each dreading another, the expe- 
dition tame to nothing. This gave an opportunity to 
cio to nidke a frefli irruption into Florentine territories, as 
far as St. Al'iniaio : *and then he returned triumphantly to 
Lucca^ boafiing that he had inflifted upon his enemies thofe 
calamities ihey'h.ad intended againft him. In the mean while 
the biChop of Arezzo fell upon Fagiolanis eftates, which lay 
at the foot of the Appennlnesi and after taking fevcral of his 
caftlcs, he befieged Rondino, This fmall city and territory 
had been always faithful to their confederacy with Florence^ 

and 
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^ the inhabitants immediately implored its protefiioo. 
F^T^tinesy with forrowful hearts, found thp danger^hey \ 
enccm^flred with was fucb, that they could fend no relief 
their brhve allies, who, after a refiflance of fome monthi| 
were obliged to give up their toWn to the bifhop. • In th 
mean while C<^ruccio had lidyanced as far as PratOy whic„ 
lies almoAhalf way betweeiT^^rrw^ zvAPiJhiay and but al 
few miles f\pm both. This fpread fuch an alayn throug}/ 
Florence^ tha' the' people, without waiting for orders, ran to 
arms, tn^^rchei out of the city, and, to the number of twenty 
thoufaud, faced Caftruccio. The latter was ftartled at fuch 
fuperiorj) umbers to hissDwn ; but not caring to attack an en- 
raged multitude,,though he made difpolitions for fighting, he 
withdrew in the night-time fr^m Pijioia ; fo that next morn- 
ing the Florentines beheld no enemy. ^Maneitj informs us 
though Aretin is filent on the matter, that Raimond Cardoni^ 
who had been one of the pope’s generals in Franecy was the 
Florentine commander in this expedition. is certain, that 
the morning after Cajiruccioh retreat, the Florentines were 
dreadfully mortified in perceiving they had no enemy to fight. 
The common people, and ail who hzfti ferved as volunteers 
in the expedition, were for purfuing the enemy ; but the no- 
bility oppofed them. This begat fuch differeiyres in the army, 
that it was refolved to refer the matter to \Ue council of pre- 
fidents at Florence ; but debates runnipg as high wnongft them 
as they had done in the army, the common people, who had 
been left behind, being joined by the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring towns and country, who all of them, on this occa- 
fion, repaired to Florence, forced their magiftrates to continue 
the expedition, and to attempt the redudlion of Lucca itfelf. 
This tumultuous refohuio:" js is tumultuoufly expreil'ed by the 
Florentine hiftorians. It is c?. 4 ain, that an incredible num- 
ber of people, in hopes of bringing Cajlruccio and his army 
in chains xoFlorenccy marched to join their army near Prato* 
But when they came upon the fpotf the whole formed an un- 
wieldy difordefly concourfe ; ^nd after a few Altercations with 
the nobility, the main body returned to Florenccy where nev/ 
difficulties ftarted on the following occafion. 

While FFrentines were trembling at the approach of 
Cajlruccio* io PratOy they palled a decree*, Jby which the Flo- 
rentine exiles, who were very numerous, and all of them men 
of fervice, were promifed re-adgiillion into thfe ciry, if they 
would appear in arms, and join their countrymen againft 
Cdftruccio* This brouglit a great body of exiles to the Flo^ 

^ Manetti apud Murat, p. 1035. 
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line camp; v^here the nature of the difputes betvtreen tK:; 
'ibles aifd the popple who returned to Florenccy convir>e^d 
tfem, that they would have fome difficulty in being reirftated 
in the immunities that had been promifed them. Be?ng bet- 
ter mounted than the reft bf the Florentine army, which was 
Aow on its march back to Florence^ they thought tc^have got 
the ftart, and to have enterec^the city before them;^; but the 
p- evailing party within the walls fliut the gates ag-finft them ; 
they therefore were obliged to encamp without the gates ». 
Next day the main army re-entered the city, the exiles 
marched to Frato^ from whence they fent eight deputies to 
treat with the magifiracy and people o^ Florence* 

Those deputies found the city greatly divided. iThe re* 
admiffion of thre Florentine exiles had been carried through 
’by the prefidcptr, whej inhfted upon the performance of the 
public faith; and thty'wcre joined by the nobility, who, 
being now cured of their attachment to the pope, fought to 
ftrengthen theT intereft by the re-admiffion of the exiles. 
The people, on the other hand, oppofed that re-admiffion, 
not only froti^a fpirit of pertinacioufnefs, but on account of 
the behaviour of the iiobility in the late expedition. The 
party of the nobles and magiftracy, however, prevailed fo far, 
that the deputi'^s of the exiles had a public hearing. In this 
audience they ftrorigly urged the decree of the prefidents in 
favour of tbeir re-admiffion. Upon their withdrawing, one 
of the ihrewdefl among the popular advocates infifted, that the 
prefidents, who were but truftees of the public, were not au- 
thorized, by the conftitution of their government, to make 
any fuch decree without the confent of the people, whofe 
feiife ought to be confulted upon the occafion. Great objec- 
tions were likewife raifed aga^nft-jthe exiles for their leaving 
their camp, and attempting t^/force their way into the city. 
It appears from Jrctin as \, in fuch cafes of debate, the 
rentines had proceeded to ballot, which, in this queftion, went 
greatly againft the exiles ; upon which the aflembly was dif- 
mifled, and the"" exiles came to a refolution Oi forcing their 
way into the city. This could not be done*without confult- 
ing their friends within the walls ; and while that was in agi- 
tation, the citizens, more than fuipeding the matter, doubled 
their guards, and manned their walls; fo that 'when the 
Ti 9 e exiles exiles, to the number of fifteen thoufand, came to execute 
eli/appoint- defign, they perceived it had been difcovered, and found 
ed* themfclves under a neceffity of abandoning it. 


' Aretini, p. lOO. 
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Their appearance before the gates was evidence fufiicMt 
to the people that they had accomplices ki the city; but mt 
popuf^ proceedings on this occafion, though without pre^- 
dent, were, beyond all example, wife and moderate. Haviig 
no pofltwe groof againft anv one, and yet convinced that fonU 
of them^vere guilty, th^%met in a^ibody, and every oA 
‘writing d^wn th^c name of tm perfon he fufpefted, all tly 
notes were thrown into a kind of balloting box; and up-jti 
examination! it was found, that, by the plurality of the allem- 
biy’s tickets, their fufpicions were fixed on three perfons, 

Amerigo or Americo Donatl^ Teggia Frefcobaldi^ and Lotteringo 
GerardinL Thofe noUlemen being cited, appeared before the 
magiftracy, whtre they juftified the fufpicion of .the people, 
by owning that they knew of Ithe confpiracy oT the exiles, but 
that they had not encouraged it. This being what is called^ 
by the law of Englarvl^ mifprifioft of tfeafon, each had a mo- 
derate fine (A) impofed upon him, and were fubjedl to a flight 
fliort banifhment. This fentcnce being® pronounced, the 
people furnifhed themfelves with what they called penohs, from 
whence the Englifl} have the fame word, which were diminu- 
tives of their great flags of arms, aiTd to which they could 
refort on occafions, either when they could not join their 
great fiandards, or when their magtflrjite^ prohibited their 
being difplayed. . • 

At this time, the conftitution ©f Florence Aceived a new Ne^v 
and an important alteration. The eledion of magiftrates 
had always, till then, been carried by a majority ; but this in Flo- 
proving the fource of great heats in the ftate» it was agreed rence. 
that the eledtors, who confifted of theprefident and the mem- 
bers of the colleges, fhould write upon tickets, and inclofe in 
a cheft, the names of fueV^ Jitizens as they conceived to be 
proper for magiftrates ; and That, when the day of election 
came, fo many of thofe namA fhould be cafually taken out, 
after fliaking the cheft or cofFer, according to the number to 
be chofen ; jind thofe names that Were firft drawn were to be 
the magiftrates eledt. Their perfons, however, were fubjedT: 
to two difqualifications ; which were, that no man could be 
a*magiftrate who had ferved in the fame poft within three 
years, of who had a brother or near relation in the magiftracy. 

Their authority was to continue three ywrs and a half (B), 

(A) Aretins words are, I)uo^ (B) Though this method of 
bus milltbus esris Jtnguli eorutn^ chufing by lots continued as 
multati. This fum, according long as "Florence could be called 
to the beft of my information, a republic; yet Aretin^ p. 103, 
did not exceed 50/. Ilerling thinks that its evil over-bal- 
a*picce. lanced its good confcquences. 

While ‘ 
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Thilz Fhrente was thus providing for the fccurity of her 
ferty^ ihe was in danger of lofing her territory, which 
uflrucdo was laying wafle on the one hand ; while th^iftop 
I Jrezzo^ on the other, took Tifernum^ or Citta difiafttllo* 
She neighbourhood and *power of the Jrezzia^' prelate 
lltarmed fome of the ft^fo^fo greatly, PeruQj'ta parti- 

^larly, that they renewed th/.ir league with Florenh for three 
and refolved to attempt the recovery of Cii^ Cajiello. 

Cojiruccio^ who had excellent intelligence of the motions of his 
enemies, was at this time lying near Fucetti^ a town of great 
importance on the frontiers of Luua^ but in poffeffion of the 
Florentines* Being unable to take it by' force, he had >€courfe 
to money, and corrupted part of its garrifon vC ith a large fum ; 
fo that he founcF admittance, in*^ dark and ftormy night, with 
tne hundred anc> fifty hor<e and five hundred foot. The un- 
corrupted part of the garrifon, and the citizens, finding they 
were betrayed, ran to arms, and drove Cajlruccio^ after a moft 
bloody encounter,'” to the upper part of the town ; where he 
was obliged to barricade himfclf and his troops, in hopes of 
his being joined next day by the main body of his army. But 
Che neighbouring garrifons in the intereft of Florence^ fufpeft- 
ing what had happened, from the fires they faw lighted up in 
the night-time within the place, fent fuch reinforcements 
next morning to 'the garrifon, that Cajiruccio could no longer 
maintain his ground ; and receiving a wound in his face, he 
efcaped with great difficulty, and with the lofs of almofi his 
whole party. This year there was, by tacit confent, a kind 
of a ceflktion of arms between the Florentines and the Arez- 
%ians ; but the former joined their troops with the Siennefe^ 
the Bolognefe^ and their other confederates, in the expedition 
againft Ciita di Cajlello* By .ime Cajiruccio had become 
intirely matter of Pijloia^ whe e he gave his daughter in mar- 
riage to Philips who fome tl&ie before had for that purpofe 
poifoned his former wife. 

This danger from abroad feemed rather tok increafe than 
abate the intettine divifions of Florence. The people attri- 
buted all their misfortunes to the mifmanagement or corrup- 
tion of their magittrates, whom they difplaced at the next 
general eledlion ; and, amongtt others, one Nardi jSordoy or 
Berdo^ whom they refolved to impeach before Roberts go- 
vernor for treafon. The prefidents, either favouring the ac- 
cufed, or confeious of his iiiiiocence, font him abroad in a 
public charafter; and, when the day of trial came, his 
brother, attended by the officers of the prefidents, pleaded 
his employment as an excufe for his abfcnce. The prefident, 
who was Bordoh enemy, over-ruled this plea \ and from words 

they 
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they proceeded to blows. The prefident, favoured bmhe 
people, remained mafter of the .field ; »and jiof -only yo- 
noui\?ed fentence againft BarJff, but banilhed his brother put 
of the! city. ^ ^ f 

Th^ war all this while was going on brifkly between \he ^ 
F/ar/>»tws^amd their confikjfirates, whp had flill Ramond\x the war 
* their hejo, and Cajlruccioy v^o remained on the defenfi'je, 
fhut up ii; P'tftola, Ramond^ to draw him to a battle, ir-ide Caftruc- 
dilpofitiom^as if he was about to befiege Tidani^ and fent out 
foraging parties to the very gates of P'ljioia, Thofe move-^^^^ °’ 
ments amufed Cajiruccto^ fo that Ratmond made himfelf maf- • 

ter oUCapiano and FaIcqyiu This great fuccefs of the allies 
gave the Floi^ntines fuch fpirits, that they reinforced their 
army under Raimondi fo a« that the whble amounted to 
twenty thoufand foot, befiJes h<;^rfe^ Th*iy then befiegfed ^ 

Topalci^ a very ftroQg place, with a ^rrifon within it of five 
hundred men, but. very unwholfomely (ituated on the fide of 
a lake. The befieged, expefling every d«y*to be relieved by 
CaJlrucciQy made an obftinate defence ; but the difeafes which 
the allies contrafted, during the fiege, ruined their army. 

Caftruccio advanced to the relief df the place, and did all 
that an able general, at the head of an arnry inferior to that 
of his enemies, could do to raife the fie^e (D) ; but being de- 
feated in fcveral encounters, the town was yielded to the al- 
lies. A great divifion now fucce^ded amongft them, con- 
cerning their fubfequent operations : fome were for returning 
to Florence^ on account of the great mortality that had hap- 
pened in their army, and the diminution of their troops by 
leave of abfence, and other accidents. The majority, how- 
ever, carried it for an expedition againfi Lucca itfelf. As the 
ground, over which the -"rnrlr was to march, was very woody 
and uneven, an advanced ptfty of one hundred horfe were 
detached before to reconnoitr\ They were attacked by the who are 
like number from Cajiruccid% army, which remained ftill in defeated. 
the neighbqiirhood j and both parties being fupported from 
their main bodies, a general engagement followx’d, in which 
the braveft o*n both fides were killed, and Cajfruccio himfelf 
^as wounded \ but the day was decided in his favour, though 


(C) The reader is to obferve, 
that the face of the country of 
Tttfcany is now fo greatly al-* 
tered, that feveral places men- 
tioned here have now hardly any 
exiftence. Nor are the Italian 
writers thcmicivcs agreed about 


the fitua^ion of them. I have 
therefore thought proper, where 
there is any doubt concerning 
them, to keep as near as J can 
to the names given them by 
Aretin^ 
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made an orderly retreat, and even laid feme claim 
to /fhe viflof y. t 

IMONDf however, could not rerinfpire the ^loren^ 
thfs with courage fuiRcient to keep the field, and their de- 
jection after the battle correfponded to their prefump jon be- 
fcre it. Cajlruccio^ oq. the othej-oiand, fenfibb of^-the im- 
portant viitory he had obtaine^ri made difpofitions f >r carry- 
ing on the war againft the Florentines with greater vigour than 
ever. For this purpofe he applied to Galca%%o^ vifeount of 
Milan. He fent to his affiftance his fon Azo^ a young prince 
of great fire and courage, with eight hundred horfe, who 
immediately fet out for Lucca. ^‘While-they were upot] their 
march, Coftfuccio found means to fpread fo jiany fufpicioos 
reports amongfl; the Florentines^ that their general did not find 
it fafe for him Acs marr,h to intercept the Milanefe. But no 
fooner was it known mat the latter were in the neighbour- 
hood of Lucca^ than the Florentine army fell back to Topalci^ 
and from thence- tJ Fucetti. They were purfued by Caftruc- 
do and the Milanefe^ who fell in with their rear, and drove 
the Florentines into fuch a fituation, that they had no fafety 
but by fighting. A deiperate battle enfued, in which their 
lieutenant-general under Raimondi being (as it is faid) cor- 
rupted hyCaJlrucdo^ gave way ; and Milanefe horfe making 
themfelves matters' of a bridge by which the Florentines were 
to retreat, a terrible flaugbter followed, in which the Floren- 
tines were cut in pieces, and ihcir general with his fon were 
taken prifoners by Cajlruccio^ who likewife made himfelf 
matter of all their camp and baggage. Cajiniccio improved 
this viflory by conqueiing the Florentine territory, and laying 
it watte to the very gates of Florence^ which he infulted for 
fome days with all the indigni^jes die could devife. He then 
returned by the way of Prato^^^o Lucca^ where he paid his 
Milancfe auxiliaries out of thi^ immenfc booty he made in the 
field. This pun6tuality was fo pleafing to Azo^ that, in re- 
venge, as he faid, for tht Florentines having always taken 
part againft the vifcounts of Milan^ he led his horfe once more 
againft the Florentines ; but not being able to bring them to a 
battle, he braved the inhabitants within their walls, return :d 
to Lucca^ and from thcncc home, 

F LO RE NC E, was at this time in a moft cfcplorable 
fituation. Cafiruaio renmed his ravages, and buriit down 
all that his fury had fpared.befcre. This obliged the country 
people, with their families, to fly to^lorence^ which treated 
firll a famine, and then a peftilenre. There mutt now have 
been an end of that republic, had it not been for the mode- 
ration of the bifhopof Arezzo^ w^ho began to grow jealous of 

Co[- 
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Cajuucch^i grcatneis. The latter again and agajfi 
that prelate, and i\\f: jfrezzmts^ to revenge the former inw- 
ncs a.-'d lodes they had fuffered from the Phrenttnes^ and co 
unJcrt^lce the fiege bt that city on one fide, while he carn;d 
It on o\ifhe oiner. The prelate firmly rejected this propcj- 
fal , upo|» vwhteh Cafu hisdcvaftations into the 

*//(?/ ^fft/»7^‘;emtorics lying towards the vale of MitgclU^ at ih5 
foot of the Appemtnes. The reader who knows th** fertility 
and iiches of the Fl^untme territory, will not be furprifed ac 
Cajiruato dill finding trefh objecSts of rapine and devadatibn. 

He met with no op^ ofition in the field , but upon his rfetufli 
towardj which lay within fight of Fio*isnce^ the Fio~ 

tentme^ fciit <)u\ one thoufand foot and two^hunJied horfe, 
to difpute an advantaj^eous pafs by which he mud march. 

Had this Older been expediti )udy tx^caced, Ltijirucao^ in all 
probability, mud ha^ e been defeated, or, at lead, <'orccd to 
rcfign the rfle^ts and cattle he had taken , but he had 
pot clear of the pafs before the Plotcntmes Arhe up, and at- 
ri\ed fafe at Segni , where he was fo well plcafed with his fuc^ 
cedes, that he ordered money to be ftruck in commemoration 
of them ^ 

The Fkrent nes bore their misfortune with incredible con- Cenftan^ 
ftancy . they named two new officers t() take care of iht of the 
fortifications of the city, which were repaired ?nd improved, reiuines^ 
and took precautions for ^xtyi,nxmg*CaJhu^cio\ return to the 
vale of Mugelh In the mean while the pope, being exaf- 
perated with the biihop of Atezzo^ for having taken Littadr 
Caftello^ and holding it againd his exprefs injundions and 
commands, ftrutk off Cortona from the fee of Aie^,zo^ and 
named one Fuinn ^ of the fiaiily of JJbettiy for ils fird >i(hop. 

Guido^ bifhop o^ AtezzOy lo kfig upon the eredion of this 
new biDiopnc to be a robbery committed upon himlelf, im- 
mediately laid iicge to La/^rirfljVvhilc the Aiezzians demo- 
Iifhed the houfts, and plundered the edates of th^Ubirti fa- 
mily. Later in^ was taken and razed to the ground by the 
prelate, who after this took Sabinunif which he likewile le- 
velled 

i^HOSE fuccefles of the bifhop of Arezzo rendered Cafttuc- 

jealous inhtsturti. He offered to treat with FLnn- 
tims for peace, and for that purpofe cr*sploycd the chief 
Florentine prifoners who were in his hands T]he FlorenUnet 
were fo exafperated by the lodes they had fuftained, that they 
*^io^ only declined all advaaiccs towards a peace, but deprived 
the friends and relations of the captives of all places of power 

* Aretin pag 90. 
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Md trull; they had in the government, left they ibould fa< 
pur the negotiations. At the fame time they raifed frefh 
CToops, and, though their capital enemy was in a manner at 
their gates, they fent two hundred horfe to the affiftance of 
mtix Bolognefe allies. Upon this (hjtruccio laid fiege/o Murli^ 
a town in the ncighbourho^ Prato, ThisJplace was 
bravely defended by Admar smd Pattio againft the^utmoft ef- 
forts of Cafiruccio^ who was at laft obliged to turn the fiege 
into a kind of blockade : but in the mean time he renewed 


nvho rejig 
thdr city 
to the 
prince of 
Taren- 
tum. 


his iiicurfions to the gates of Florence^ from which his troops 
were driven with great lofs by the Florentines, He then re- 
lumed the ficgc of Murli^ which coit'tinued to make a gal- 
lant defence ; but the garrifon having no ift-afpecSt of relief, 

^ was at laif obliged to deliver the place, after an honour- 
able capitulatfeVi. « 

n During ihofe diitrefRs*, the FlorcnUnes applied for pro- 
teSion once more to the court of Naples^ and refigned the 
government of^ tflcir city, for ten years, into the hands of 
Charles prince of Turcntiim^ fon to that king, who made great 
preparations for taking poflcirion of his new government. A 
Frenchman^ whofe name was Peier^ then commanded the 
Florentine army; and a great number of his countrymen 
lerving in Ca/tfucqp's troops, he found means to enter into 
a conipiracy witll' them for delivering the important fortrefs 
of Segni into his handsr This confpiracy was difeovered, 
and the heads of it were put to death ; but this difeovery 
tended only to render Caftruccio's troops jealous of one an- 
other, fo that he came to a rcfolution of razing the place. 
Peier^ who knew nothing of the difeovery, advanced 
with a body of troops againft Segni^ where he found the 
gates Ihut againft him ; we^A'i^Caftruccio himfelf renewed 
his ravages in the Florentine ^ritorics. Soon after this Caf- 
truccio dcmoliflied Segni^ affd removed his head-quarters to 
Carmini, where he over-reached the Frenchman in his own 
arts, by means of certain emiffaries, who pretended they 
would betray Carmini into his hands. Peter marched with a 
body of troops to take pofleffion, as he thought, of that place. 
In his march he fell into a ftrong ambufeade, which 'had 
been formed by Cajtruccio, His troops were parjiy put to 
the fword, and parSy, with himfelf, taken prifoners, and 
put to death Jn cold blood by Caftruccio^ on pretence that 
Peier^ by his intrigues, had* tianfgrefl'ed the laws of war. 
This difaftcr ferved to redouble therinftances of Florin- 


tines at the court of Naples^ for haliening the march of 
Charles to their afliftance. They cncreafcd the revenue they 


were 
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were to pay him, and engaged to d*efray tfie expence of fi^ 
thoufand additional troops while the war lafted. 

Abol,t this lime cardinal UrjUni arrived at Florence^ as 
legate frJ'm the pope, and waited ferae time for the arrival 
of CharUh totonfult upon means reftoring the tran- 
quility of Tufeany. Charles^ in his approach to Florence^ fpent 
fome time at Sienna^ to fecure his intereft in that* city ; and 
at laft he entered Florence in vaft pomp, and with fuch a re- 
tinue as alarmed many of the Florentines^ who fignified their 
apprehenfions that their public liberty was about to fall a fa- 
crifice Charles and the legate. 

GACEAZZO^ the artful vifcoiint of Milan% wa^ well ap- 
prized of their apprehenfions ; and being an enemy at once« 
to the pope and the king of No^Ibs^ prcv*ailed with the 
Gibelin fadion, both in Florence and all over Italy^ to invite 
the emperor Lewis V. of Bavaria^ to come in perfon to their 
afliftance. John XXII. continued ftill to fit in the papal A.D. 
chair, and had again and again excommunicated Lewis. The 1327. 
latter, however, receiving great enccupgcment in Ge^ many^ 
as well as in Italy^ to proceed in the expedition, pafled 
the Alps^i and came to Trent^ with his emprefs. He there 
fummoned a general aflembly of all the Italian Gibelins ; and 
his profped of fuccefs was fo fair, that in the (jeginning of 
next year he marched to Milan^ wheic he was crowned king 
of Lo 7 nbardy^ by the hands of the turbulent bilhop of Arezzo : A. D. 
but Lewis, being poor, he fleeced the Italian Rsites fo immo- i3zB, 
derately, that they foon became tired of his government." 
Caftruccio was by him honoured with the title of his vicar in 
Tufeany, and ftill continued the war againft Florence. The 
courage of Charles, the ncv%«^ Florentine governor, was far 
from anfwering expedations. l.^ead of taking the field in 
perfon, he gave the command or his army to NovcUo, one 
of his officers, who took Monte Aivetjio in fight of Caftruccio, 
and befieged A^iimini, which fnrrendcred upon an honourable 
capitulation. While Norclh was in this career of fuccefs, he 
was recalled by Charles, to oppofe the emperor, who had 
paflefi the Appennhies, and was in full march towards Plfa. 

Novella^ s rglurn to Florence, gave Caftruccio leifure to pay his 
refpeds to the cmpeior, and to make hirh a prefent of a 
confiderable fum of money. By this time i\\t%Pifans, hav- 
ing conceived an invincible avcrfi&n to the emperor, came to 
**^r^olution todeny him admittance into their city. This was 
fhe more remaikable, becaufe they were amongft the firft of 
tht Italians who had invited him into Italy', but his exclufion 
was owing to the rapacioufnefs of himfelf and his attendants, 

I G 2 great 
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gttat numbers of whom were franclfcdn monies *"• The Pifans^ 
hlmever, that they might keep feme mcafurcs of decency witli 
him, offered him fixty thoufand florins, if he would poftpone 
his vifit to their city. The offer was lefufed, and iiftPifans 
difmiffed all the Germar cavalry '{hst was in ihde nay, but 
kept their horfes; aifU came ^*^the refolation* if mey were^ 
attacked, to call to their atd Charles and the Florentines, 
Ltivis had intelligence of all thofe proceedings^ and Florence 
owed her liberty, at this time, to the firmnefs of the Pifans^ 
and the differences between Cajlruccio and the bilhop of 
Arezzo, 3 

The ftatc of Italy was now very fmgular. The pOpe had 
lefs power' there than he had Jn any part of the Chriflian 
world. There yras indeed a great party who called them* 
felves GuelphsCmt th^^y irfFe^ed this diftindion only to keep 
themfelves independent of the ImperialHls, and his holinels 
durff not even {ruff his perfon in Romey but generally refided 
at Lyens^ or fome other part of France, Notwithftanding 
this, though the pope had little power, he had great influence 
in Italy, Being infati^bly covetous, he had amaffed five and 
twenty millions of florins of gold, above fix millions fterling 
money, for the places and benefices he fold ; and the ftates 
and princes, uThj) called themfelves Guelphs^ paid him no 
other acknov^ledgment for the great convenience they found 
in Ihcltcring themfelves tinder his name and authority. Thus 
the pope and they were of mutual fcrvice to each other. 
The extravagant power of excommunicating fovereign princes, 
^hich he alfumed and exercifed, ferved them as a pretext to 
keep them free from the imperial yoke. The emperor, on 
the other hand, carried his claims to as extravagant a pitch 
as the pope, by pretending tj^cceed to all the rights and 
dominions of the old Roma^tnfcror% in Italy^ and even to 
that of making popes; i^ile at the fame time he was 
childiffily devoted to the ^fupcrftition and follies of the papal 
religion ; and his power in Italy j like that of ^he pope, con- 
fifted in a great meafure in the conveniency yirbich the Giie- 
lifts found in oppofing their enemies under the fandion of his 
authority. 

LEJVIS thought Jt of dangerous confequence ,to his af- 
fairs CO be refufed admittance into Pifa^ and appointed com* 
miifioners to ^reat with the magiftracy, who would not fuffer 
them to enter the city ; bfit confented to fend deputies to 
treat with the biftiop of Arezzoy upon their receiving a (afe 
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condud for their return, which they accordingl]^ did ; but 
nothing could be agreed upon. The deputies in ^oing bark 
to Pifoj were intercepted by Caftruccio \ and the bifhop com- 
plained of Cajiruccio to the emperor, as if the affront had 
been ofFefed to his honour, unde^which the deputies had 
treated. Cajiruccio replied W'ith equ!U/pirit, and each recri- 
^minatedon the other; but ic was very difcernable, that the 
emperor was moft inclinable to favour Caftrucciii, This dif- Death of 
gufied the prelate fo much, that he left Lewis, and probably the bijhop 
Would have reconciled himfelf to the pope and the Florentines^ ^Arezzo, 
if he bad not died in his journey to Arezzo. 

After the bifhop’^f departure, Coftruccio ^Ei^A general 
and foie minifter to the emperor. The Pifans^ continuing 
refra£lory, their city was befieged and taken^ but we know 
of no feverities inflicSed on the inhabitants, farther than that 
they were burthened^with the csuertaAnment of the emperor 
for almoft two months, and forced to furnifh him with a fum 
of money, ;aod other necefTari^s, fgr contkitiing his journey 
to Pome. 

CHARLES of Naples no fboner heard that the emperor 
was fet out for Rome, than calling tc^ether a general affem- 
Wy of the Florentines, be laid before them the neceffity he 
was under of returning to defend Naples againft the emperor 
and Cajiruccio \ but be acquainted them, *tbat he would leave 
them for his deputy»>governor Philip, one of his^ ableft gene- 
rals, with one thoufand horfe to affift him. He then he fee 
out for Naples by the way of Sienna and Perugia^ 

Upon the departure of Charles, Philip rcfolveJ on an en- Piftoia 
terprize, which makes a great figure in the Florentine hiftory ; taken by 
and that was no lefs than the furprizal of Pijioia, where the FIo- 
Caftruccio had left feven hundr ^d men in garrifon, all of them rentincs. 
choice troops. He concerietf 'lis meafures with two Piftoian 
Guelph exiles, who promifed to’^e bis condudiors, and a Nea-- 
politan nobleman, wbofc name was Simon Tofa \ All others 
were ignorant of his defign ; and rtiis probably was the chief 
reafon why it®fucceeded. In confequcnce of their agreement, 
he marched tef Prato, where he prepared fcaling ladders, and 
other inftruments and machines for his purpofe; and being 
attended with a body of two thoufand foot, and fix hundred 
horfe, h^ arrived that very night unde# jhc walls of Piftoia. 

It was then the dead of winter, and the froft fo fevcrc, that 
the waters in the ditches wer^ paffable, whereby the exifes 
*^ame near enough to tjie walls to mount them by the allif- 

^ ^ Manetti ubi fupra, pag. 1044. 
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tance of their fcalfng laSders ; and they were followed by 
about one lyindred of their party ; while thofe without,, paf- 
, fing the ditches, attempted* with pick-axes, and other inftru- 
ments they brought with them, to penetrate the walls, in 
which at laft they made two fmall breaches. 

In the mean while the^-ommandant of the place,/ in going 
his rounds, perccivingjwhat was •{Jafling, alarnr^d the garri- ^ 
fon, who, at iirft imagining that the town had been betrayed' 
by the inhabitants, were fomewhat backward in {landing to 
their arms ; but feeing the townfmen, who were by this time 
likewife alarmed, charge the enemy with great vigour, they 
feconded them fo well, that the Flcrentincs who had entered 
mult have been cut in pieces or drivfcn back, had not the 
breaches been Jo widened, that Philip entertrd them at the 
head of fome of his horfe, which means he fomewhat 

checked the fu'.y of the tinvnfmen and the garrifon. Not- 
wiihlianding this, thdatterVas fo well fupported, that the 
aflkilants mull have been repelled with great lofs, had they 
not found mcaila to fet fire to the gates, by which the whole 
body, both of horfe and foot, entered the place, and with 
great {laughter to thcmfelves, as well as their enemies, gained 
lome giound, and puttied on towards the market-place. 
This fuccefs was in a great meafurc owing to the active in- 
trepidity of Philips jvhocxpofcd hindclf to all kinds cf dan- 
ger, and ordered 'a body of his horfe to fccure the breaches, 
lb as to take'Trom his own foldicrs all hopes of flying. The 
aflailaius wore likewife greatly favoured by the confufion and 
hurry of the women, children, and the more fearful part of the 
citizens, v.'hich guatlv alarmed and difordcred ihe garrifon and 
townfmen; and C::Jh luci o' s two fons, retiring with the gar- 
rifen to the citad J, the townfmen leturned to their feveral 
homes. The FIci eiiiincsy fee^ now no ciicmv, tlifpeifcd 
ihcrniclves all over the towiyj To that when Philip marched 
to iorce the citadel, he was/ attended with a very ineonfider- 
ablc number of his foldicrs, and thofe moftly c;fficcrs. The 
g-'.riii'on obferving this, attacked him with grta/, fury; and it 
was Vvirli the utmolt difficulty he could maintain his giound 
till day break, when his flraggling foldicrs, licaring ct their 
general’s danger, and aihamed of their own irregularit'es, 
rcjc.hK J him ; while the ganifon retired to the citadel, which 
they (o'ui auer abanfloned. The Florentines^ becoming thus 
abf'iuic mafiers both of the town and citadel, again gave a 
loofe, not, perhaps, without %eave from their general, to the 
fpirir of rapine, and plundered equally friends as foes. As 
Phiip^ having fettled aftaiis, and left a garnfon in 
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be returned, in ten days from his firft fetting out upon h/s ex- 
pedition, to Flormut where he was received witb triumphal 
honours. 

In the mean while, the emperor and his confort had cn- The «w. 
tered J^mey and though he had^^en formerly excomm uni- /fw 
' cared by tft® gppe, he was ^eceivedVihere as emperor by the crowned at 
JijibeUn faction, and crowned eniperorj by two excommuni- Rome, 
cated biftiops, on the feventcenth of January^ 1328, without 
taking the ufual oath of fidelity to the holy fee. The Ro- 
mcxnsy at this time. Teemed to have forgot there was fuch a 
perfon as a pope in being. The Colonna^ the Vrfmi^ the Sa- 
and 6W/ familie|, who were the great barons of Rome^ 
and its* territory, fupported the imperial againft the papal 
dignity ; and Lewis appeareej on all occaftons In imperial 
robes, and as lord paramount of all Italy. Caflruccio conti« 
nued to be flill his difiinguifhed l{jgiv 5 urVc ; anh fuch was the 
confidence he repofed in him, that he gave him not- only the 
title of count, but the government of Rome. ^ 

There is fome reafon for believing inat thofe honours 
were paid Cojiruccio^ not more on account of his perfonal 
merits, than from the apprehenfions l^avi^ was under from 
his aftivc ambitious fpirit. When Cajiruccio underftood, 

(which he did in three days after the thin^ happened) that 
Pijhia was loft, he forgot himfelf fo far fi^evcn to reproach 
the emperor for having obliged him to atteijjJ him; and 
without more ceremony he left Rome^ attended with his own 
troops, who were one thoufand crofs-bows, a weapon at that 
lime greatly ufed in Italy ^ and fix hundred chofen horfe, 
and fet out fi»f Fifa ; but in bis march, through impatience 
and folicitude, he left his troops behind him, and through 
almoft impall’able dangerous roads he entered Pija^ with no 
more than twelve followers. The Pifans^ feeing him fo 
flightly attended, received him. with great refped; and his 
firft care was to place a welbprovided garrifon in Murli^ 
which lay in the neighbourhood of PiJhia. He then returned 
to Pifa, whe/t, being fupported by the Imperialifts, whofe 
caufe he faid was the fame as his own, he raifed money for 
exgcuting his defigi^s. 

Gratitude is feldom the diftinguifliing virtue of repub- Difference 
licans. Notwithftanding the extafics w^^h which the Floren- between 
tines h^d received PhlJlp^ upon his returft from his Pi/ioian the 
expedition, they Toon fell at variance with him when, he in- rentines 
.^Tifled upon their being at the cxpence of providing all things a»d?hi^ 
\fc^'ary for keeping poflefEon of Pijioia. They pleaded, 

^lat they had pundually performed all agreements with his 
TOafler, and that he ought to provide for the fafety of the 
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place out of the plunder he had carried from it* Philip re- 
plied) by urging t^e laws and practice of war; and thus, 
in the heat of the difpute, the fecurity of Pijioia was unpro* 
vided for. Caflruccio was minutely informed of all that 
paired ; and, before the rarties could come to an accommo- 
dation, he befieeed P\f:Sia with ^ great army^ ^l^ich he had 
aiTembled at Pifa ancf Lucca, r • 

Piftoia he- SIMON the Florentine nobleman w'e have already 

Jteged^ mentioned, commanded at that time in Pijloia^ with a gar- 

* rifon of one thoufand foot and three hundred horfe, aifilted 

by all the Piftoiu- Guelphs. No fooner was it known at Flo- 
rence that the fiege w'as formed, tkan the citizens there, 
proceeding from the extreme of frugality if) that of public 
ipirit, ofFeied t6 devote their lives and fortunes to Philip for 
^he relief of the town, and aftually raifed an army of twenty 
thoufand foot and three ihoufand horfe ; at the head of which 
Philip went to give battle to Caftruccioi The latter’s intel- 
ligence was fo,.gpod, that he knew the place had v ithin it 
but two months provifion ; and being no ftranger to ihe abi- 
lities of he refolved to a£l upon the defenfive ; hut 

in the meanwhile hoTeemed to make fuch difpofitions for 
engaging, as prevented the Florentines from attacking him in 
his camp. Caftruccio made ufe of the time which this de- 
lay gave him, I fortifying his camp with trees and pal- 
lifades, which he cut down in the neighbourhood ; fo that 
when the Florentines.^ tired out with long expedtation, ac- 
tually attacked it, they found it impregnable. This difap- 
pointment threw the Florentines into great confternation. In 
vain they challenged Caftruccioy by the fou* d of all the 
trumpets in their army, to fight them ; and at laft, finding 
no other objefl to employ them, they refolved to plunder 
the defencelefs territories of Pifa and Lucca.^ which they ac- 
cordipgly did. Even thisdid^ot ihake Caftruccio in his pur- 
pofe. Almoft three months were now elapfed fince the fiege 
had been formed. The#, garrifon was reduced to the laft 

Tnouthfpl of their provifion ; they faw their friends abandon 
them 5 they had no farther profpcia of relief;* and Caftruccio 
and re- wifely offering them an honourable capitulation, they furr^n- 
dered the place, and marched out with what we now call 
the honours of war. #, 

The Florentine niftorians*, with great jufticc, think this 
retaking of PiJloia to be the moft Ihining a£lion of Cajiruc- 
cid*s life ; and undoubtedly, every thing confidered, it (hewed 
a vaft fuperiority of military genius over all his cotemporv 

• Aretini, pag. ii6. Manetti ubi fupra, pag. 1048. 
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fies. It was, in that age, a new fpedtacle to behold a con* 
qtjefor fake poflefTion of a ftrong city,in the Tight, as it 
were, of a far fuperior army fent to relieve it. The Floren* 
tines could fcarce believe their own eyes ; but within a 
very few days they received ftill Iwe mortifying news. The 
emperor, Wbo had all thi:«^time ren^ned at Rome^ provoked 
by the pope’s bull, by which’he was diverted of all his titles 
and pcffeffions, fummoned together at Rotne a general aflem- 
bly, wherein he was fo prefuirptuous as to afl as pope. He or- The ep- 
dered no bifhop to be abfent above three months, and 
days journey, from their fees, under pain of deprivation, and 
other^ being elefted itn their room. He then parted fenience 
of death upor^ all heretics, and particularly upon the pope, 
whom he termed de CAhors^ from the place of his nati- 
vity, and whom he likewife condemned .(pr high treafen 
againft the imperial dignity. •Attci* this Lewisy in another 
grand aflembly of clergy and laity, produced a Cordelier, 
called father Peter de Corvaria, and afked tfee^flembly whether 
they would have him for their pope. Upon their anlwcring in 
the affirmative, heinvelled him with the papacy, by putting a 
ring on his finger, and throwing a jobe over his (boulders. 

He then gave him the name of Nicholas V. together with a 
folemn indudlion into the papacy ; and he ^as crowned by his 
hands, as if his firft coronation had irregular. Robert 
king of Naples was doomed to the fame deaths as pope John 
had been by Le^uis ; nor is it cafy to conceive what could 
drive fo prudent a prince, as Lewis is acknowledged to have 
been, into fuch frantic meafures, if he had not intended to 
refide in It&iJ. Without hazarding farther conjeftures, it is 
certain that he was difappointcd in the affiftance of a fleet he 
cxpe£ted from Sicily ; and he was fo hr from being able to 
make any impreffion upon Robert by land, that he every day 
expedted to be bcfieged in Ron:e by that prince. At the fame 
time he had certain intelligence from Germany^ that the 
princes there were forming cabaVs againft him, and that he 
was in danger of being (tripped of the imperial dignity. For 
thefe and other reafons, but above all, becaufe he faw fome 
the great Roman families difgufted with his condud, he 
removed from Rome to Terni^ and openly declared, that he 


intended to make himfelf mafter of Florence ; by which de- 
claration all the Tufean Gibelins reforted to his army, which 
thereby became very formidab\p. • 

Trfis impending danger, with the certain accounts the Danger^ 
^Ir^Feniines received at the fame time of the great prepara* Florence. 

^ tions making againft them by Cajlruccio^ and the petty dates ^ 

which lay towards the foot of the Appennines^ threw them into ' 

the 
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the utmoft confternatioiv; but they Toon recovered themfelves, 
and, like men of fcnfe, they refolved to provide againft the 
word, and to fell tHeir liberties as dear as they could. They 
fummoned their confederates to their aififtance; firengthened, 
repaired, and rcvidlualled , their garrifons, and aug(r*ented 
their forces, determinings bravely to wait for the ev/5i'it. Two 
incidents happened which gave |hd^ vaft relief. *The Sicilian 
fleet, commanded by Peter ^ fon to the king of Sicily^ joined 
by that of ihtKjenoefe Gibelins^ was now at lea ; and Peter fent 
I Teveral mefl’ages to the emperor, entreating him to return 
to Rome. This produced a kind of a negotiation, which 
relaxed the preparations of the emperor, who had by this 
time advanced as far as and gave the FlorenYines a 

Death of refpile. /The other incid^ent was far more in their fa- 

Caftruc- junfture the famous Cajlruccioy 

ck). f ^heir capital enefny, diefl, <3ejng worn out by his military fa- 
tigues. His death was followed by that of their other impla- 
cable enemy, Galeazzo^ vifeount of Milan^ which happened 
at Pefeia. * ^ 

Good for- The Florentines cowld fcarcely give credit to their good 

fortune, when they hcgid of the death of Cajlrnccio^ who 
FJoren- left behind him tvio fons, yet in their nonage, and under 

tines. the tutelage of their mother and relations. As footi as the 

emperor, who w5s tfall in treaty with the Sicilians^ heard of 
Cajiruccid^ des^h, Le went by fea to P’tfa^ and gave over all 
farther thoughts of molefting the Florentines}, who, being 
freed from that terror, thought now of acting offcnfively. 
Their firft attempt was upon Arternini^ which had been taken 
from them by Cajlruccio : they attacked it with, fo much vi- 
gour, that, though it w’as very well garrifoned, they carried 
the town, and granted a capitulation to the cafllc, after 
eight days hege. In the mean while Lewis^ who flill re- 
mained in Jtaly^ came to PIfa, and there deprived Cafiruc- 
do's rhilcrtn and friends of the government, which he be- 
flowed upon ‘Tavlciti, broth^"?r to the late bifhop of Arezzo. 
From thence he v.’ent ioLucca^ and, notwithflaiiding all the 
prefents given, and applications made to Wimhy Caftruccio^s 
widow, he gave the goveinment of that city to one of 
own generals j but exa6tcd heavy contributions both there 
and at Py.v, as an acjtnowledgment for their recovered li- 
berties. ‘ 

About this yme, to complcat the good fortune of the 
Florerrtinesy their governor Chafles^ fon to the king of Napksy 
died. The Florentines confidered his 'death as a great deli-; 
verance, on account of the prodigious Turns of money wbu 
his rapacious Neapolitans carried from Florence. They, iherc- 

foie, 
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fore, applied themfeivcs to the regiilatiorf of their govern- Alterations 
ment with great affiduity, and inftituted two councils for the/« the 
management of their moft important affairs ; one compofed vemment 
of plebeians only; the other, which they called the mixed V' Flo* 
council^ equally of plebeians and gobies. They likewife re- rence. 
flriftcd th^ duration of the gonfalc^^er’s ofEce, from fix to 
four months. ^ ^ ^ 

This year the Florentines gave a fignal proof of the A* 
firmnefs and wifdom of their government. The emperor *3^9* 
Lewisy who was flill at Ptfoy notwitbftanding the vaft fiims 
he had exadled of the Itallnn fiates, was both poor and con- 
temptible; and eight hundred of his cavalry left his fervice 
for want of pay. Their defign at firfi was to have furprifed 
Lucca y but beihg difappointed, they fubfifiedtj^y ravaging the 
neighbouring country ; and af laft offered their fervice to thc^ 
Florcntincsy who, after long deliberatioH, rejeSed it, as being 
too dangerous for their public fiberty. This refufal multi- 
plied diforders in the open country ; and Lewhy being afraid 
of the confequenecs, treated with them, by y/zi, now vifeount 
of Milauy who engaged to pay them the arrears they de- 
manded. The mutineeis accordingly named fomc agents, 
who received the money from JzOy but carried it off to Ger^ 
many ; and this difappointment farther incenfed the mutineers, 
who were the flower of the emperor’s arnjy/fo that he came 
to a refolution of immediately returning io Germany. Caf- 
iruccio*s fons thought this a favoiwablc opporfunity for en- 
deavouring to repoliefb themfeivcs of Piftoiay which had like- 
wife been taken from them, and garrifoned by Lewis ; and 
drawing togeth*er a great number of their father’s friends and 
followers, ilicy found means to enter the place, but were 
foon driven out by the inhabitants. 

The hiftoii.in of Florence^ takes notice, though not in 
the order of time, of a kind of CatiJinai icn confpiracy, which 
was this year foimcd at Phrcnccy to burn the city, and admit 
into it the troops of Lewis and Ceijiruccio. We are likewife 
told, that won fcarching the houfes of the inhabitants, 
evidences of th^e plot were difeovered ; and that, fome of the 
confpiraiors being put to death, the city returned to a flate 
ot* tianquility. Wc are how^ever apt, Irom the manner in 
which tlys plot is introduced and related, to believe that it 
was of the Flurentire government’s own making, to give them 
a handle for taking oft’ fome citizens they fulpefl^ed. * 

T'he emperor had now pafiid the Jppemines in his return 
^ Germany y in no very creditable circumftanccs. He had 

» Aretix. pag, iiSr 


left 



^2 ^he Hijhry of Florence. 

left the pope of his own aeation ztPifa^ in a moft forlorn 
condition f and he^was refufed admittance into Milan by Azo^ 
whom, till then, he took to be his creature. During his 
treaty with the mutineers, who had left his fervice, he had 
ient Marco Vifeonti^ onc^ his chief officers, to thciT camp, 
as a hoftage, and he there (detained j but being a perfon 
of great abilities and credit in the army, they no fooner heard 
of the emperor’s departure for Germany,* than they chofe him 
to be their general, and encamped on an eminence that 
overlooks Lucca. Having now the face of a regular army, 
the German garrifon of Lucca put Marco in pofleflion of 
that city, and he offered to give it^up to the Florentines, 
on two conditions ; firft, that the Florentines fhould pay his 
army all their arrears, which amounted to a very large fum 
(fecondly, that feme provifion fhould be made for the family 
of Cajlruccio^ with whom' Marco lived in the moft intimate 
friend (hip. The matter was moft ferioully debated at Florence \ 
and Aretin ^ ha'‘ ^iven us a very fine fpeech made by Pino 
Tofa, a Florentine nob’eman, to perfuadc his countrymen to 
accept of the offer. Private animofities, however, prevailed 
fo greatly at that time amongft the Florentines, that it was 
rejected, on pretext that the fum required was too large, and 
that Lucca would entirely fall under the dominion of the 
Florentines, witho d* their being at fuch an expence. 

FLORENCE, 'fiom being but a few months before on the 
brink of perdition, was now at the fummit of her glory, 
courted and revered by all the free ftates of Italy. The 
Pifloians fent a deputation to implore her friendfbip and pro- 
tedlion, which the Florentines readily granted.* The terms 
were, that all thz JPiftoian exiles fhould be reftored, and that 
the Florentines fhould be put in pofTeffion of Murli, Carmini, 
and other places. This advantageous treaty induced the Floren- 
tines to beftow a particular compliment upon thofe Piftoians, 
who had been moft afiive in bringing it about. Giacomo 
Stroza, a Florentine noblenian, or knight, was deputed by 
the republic to repair to Pifioia, where, in her Viame, he in- 
vefted four of the inhabitants with the equefti'ian honours of 
Florence, and made each of them a handfome prefent in 
Profperity Magnificent public entertainments of feafting and fhews 

ofthe?\o^ were exhibited at theffame time. This peace, fo h6nourable 
rentines. for both parties, occafioned many of the proprietors of forts 
in the territorici of Lucca to out themfelves under the pro- 
te£)ion of the Florentines, and even the Pifans had the fpiriy * 
to expel out of their city the imperial governed: h/r 


^ Page 1 19 and 120. 


their. 



w 

i%e tliJUry of Fforendr. 

them by Lewts^ and to call in Marco Vifeonti for /heir pro- 
te<aor. Vifeonti after this repaired to FUrtneCy where he v<»^as 
received with diftingiiifhed honours, and renewed the nego- 
tiatibn4)etween the Florentines agd the German garrifbn ac 
Lucca. 'Rhis negotiation proving ii>*»ffe(£iual, Marco left Fuf 
jcany\ and tfie immediately oAhred to ftrike the bar- 

gain which the Florentines had rejed^ed, by paying the Ger^ 
mans their arrears, on condition of taking pofTefl/on of Lucca, 

This flep was confidered by x\itFlorentimi in fo unfavourable , 
a light, that they immediately denounced war againft the Ft- w/zA- 
fansy and invaded their ftate. About this time Caiinoy a 
town which had put itfelf under the proteftion of the Flo^ 
rentinesy expellfed their garrifon ; as did feve/al other places, 
by the inftication of Caftruedo^n party and family. Jmeric^ 

Donatiy a Florentine nobleman, was ^point’al to the com- 
mand of an army for reducing them ; in which he fucceeded 
fo well, that the Pifans now fued for peace and obtained it. 

Catinoy however, ft ill held out, and a new feenc was opened 
2X Lucca. There theP^w, being unable or unwilling to 
perform their promifes to the garrifon, Spinolay a Genofe 
nobleman of immenfe riches, was. By the GermanSy put m 
pofleffion of the city, and afted with great lenity, in hopes 
of reconciling the Lucquefe to his govet;pni'cnt, offering, at 
the fame time, to enter into a treaty with ihe Florentines, 

The latter had all along flattered themfelves of becoming p/ 

mafters of Luccay without any expcnce : they therefore rc- the war, 
jedted all Spinolah advances, prefled the liege of Catino with 
more fury ever, and pradtifed with the garrifons in the 
neighbourhood to induce them to throw olF the Lucquefe yQ\k^y 
which fome of them did. Spinola and the Lucquefey upon 
this, marched againft one of the revolted garrifons, which 
they took, and put all the Florentines in it to the fword^ 

They then returned home in high fpirits, to make new and Skge of 
more powerful levies for the relief of Catinoy being encouraged Catin«^. 
by a report tlijat they were to be ftfongly fupported by the em- 
peror. This extraordinary (hew of refolution in the Luc- 
quefe determined the Florentines to more vigorous operations 
againft the town, which they now compleatly furrounded 
with a ftjrong rampart and ditch, the laft being filled with 
water from a neighbouring river. According to the Florentine 
hiftorian this work would have done honour even toMjie cld 
Romans. He tells us, the ditc4i and the ramfiart ran throu^ 
level plain fix miles in length ; that where it was impoflTible 
,^^Carry it on, by reafon of the unevennefs of the ground, a 

« Lbpm. Arbt. Hill. Flor. p. 122 . 
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wall was run up, v^^hich was ^lengthened with baftions at a 
iinall diftance from one another \ and that the compafs of the 
whole was about twelve miles. Spinola^ however, receiving 
a reinforcement of Germ^. horfe, attacked this fc^rtification 
with great obflinacy ;/^t was beaten ofF, throii'-h'the excel- 
lent difpoficions made by FloreutineSj who feem in this 
fiege to have copied the conduct of Cajlvuccio at the ficge of 
Ptjhia. At the extremity of the ditch lay thecaflleof hev'w^ 
and, by reafon of its gteat diftance from the Lucquefe^ the 
guard was but flight in that quarter. Spinola^ underftanding 
this, marched in the ni>.ht-time a b(?dy of troops, .which 
forced their way within the Florentine entrenchments, being 
favoured by a ffronc; attack which the Lucqzicfe made upon 
Another quarter. The Florentines^ however, perceived their 
danger, by their encmids drac'lng oft* from the attack as fooii 
as their party made a funal of their having entered the en- 
trenchments, ardrhaftening to fuppoit them. Floren- 

tines^ being ncareft to the place of danger, were the firft who 
attacked them, and fought with fuch vigour, that the Germans 
and Liuqucfe^ who had entered the entrenchments, were cither 
driven out of them, or obliged to take refuge in Catinom 
This difappointment did not daunt the fpirit of the Lucquc[i\ 
who, in their attakjc’at Serra^ made Giacomo Medids^ a noble 
Florentine knig^it, pFifoner. The operations were carried on with 
infinite obftinacy on both fidcs ; but fo much to the advantage 
of the Florentines, who were perpetually relieving one another 
from their capital, that Spinola was at laft forced to retreat to 
Pefeia ; and the garrifon of Caiino^ unable to hofu longer out, 
lurrendcred the place upon an honourable capitulation. The 
Florentines debated long amongft themfelves, whether they 
fliould demoliftk Catino ; but the ftrength and importance of 
its fituation determined them to preferve it. 

The fuccefs of the fiege of Catino^ and fome other advan- 
tages obtained about the falne time, gave fuch reputation and 
fpirit to the FlorentineSj that they refolved to befiege Lucca 
itfelf ; to which they were greatly encouraged* by the lofles 
the Lucquefe had lately received, their now h.iving no allies 
they could depend upon for relief, and the diftiefled fiate 
of the emperor’s affifirs in Germany, The anti-pope, who 
had been created by the emperor, after skulking for fome time 
a|^out ifis/v, was Cent prifoncr b]' the archbifhop of Pifa to his 
I'lval XXII. before whom he prefented himfelf wiih .'j ^ 
halter about his neck, and was by him committed to pri^ ^ 
he died three years after. The having now no whcfl; > 
enemy in Italy they could dread, laid a vigorous fiege to Lnr.r^ 
and made themfelves mafters of all the neighbouring lorti: - 

cutions. 
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cations. The place was defended by Spinoky who was on 
the point of giving it up, when affairs lOok a fudden turn 
againft the beliegers. About the year 1331, John king of 
Bohermfl^ fon to the emperor Hfi.nfy of Luxemburg^ marched 
with an ^rmy inio Lombardy^ in q^ jjityof vicar of the em- 
pire. Haviiig reduced Bn/Ja^ and * great many places in 
that neighbourhood, Bergamo particularly, he received a de- 
putation from Spinola and the Litcquefe^ offering to put them- 
ielvcs under his prote^lion, provided he w'ould raife the iiege. 

John had his reaibns for attempting to foorh Florentines^ 
and fent an ambaffador to Florence to prevail with the ma- 
gi flracy and people to rccal their troops from before ; 
but all applicai^ions of that kind proved inefft^ua!, and John 
marched with his army to raife the ficge. This would hav^ 
been no eafy matter, had not a fjhiitjOf mutiny happened at 
that very time to take poffeflion of the Florentine troops, who 
had infulted the Lucqufe with the moft wanton abufe; fo that 
the generals thought proper to draw off 2xmy Jtege 

after having continued for almoft five months before the place, 

Simon^ a noble Pijloian^ who adled ?s John^i general, upon 
the retreat of the Florentines^ found an eafy admittance into 
Lucca 'y and, after cllablilhing his mafter’s authority there, he 
entered the Florentine dominions at the !»e^d of twelve hun- 
dred horfe and two thoufand foot, and hav'.ig laid them wafte, 
he returned without any lofs to Lucia : an infult for which he 
mult have dearly paid, had it not been for the jcaloufies and 
divifions which ftill reigned amongft the Florentines. About 
this time John! iOade himfelf maftcr of Parmoy Cremonoy Pa^ 
vky Modenciy and other places ; fo that he grew very formid- 
able in Italy, He found, however, that he could not main- 
tain his ground without leaguing himfelf with the pope ; and, 
to the amazement of all EuropCy from being mortal enemies, 
they ran into a ftridl alliance with one another. His holinefs, 
on this occafion, employed his legate at Bologna as his ple- 
nipotentiary and though he hated yet he knew his 
affairs were fo embarralled in Gertnanyy that he muft be 
quickly obliged to quit Italyy and therefore that his conqueffs 
co 61 d not be very permanent. Roberty king of Naplesy and 
the FhrerfineSy had hitherto continued faithfully attached to 
the pope; but feeing this unnatural conjuiiftion between his 
holinefs and Johny they entered into a confederacy 
both, in which they were joineu by feveral of the othe? Italiank . 
'\ites. The confequence of this alliance was, that the Pif 
put themfelves under the protedion of FlorencCy and 
Vven admitted a Florentine garrifon into their city. Con- 
Itinulng how^ever to excrcifc the CutwarJ marks of govern- 
f 1; ment. 



$6 


Jhejyjtem 
tf po-uuer 
in Italy al. 
utid* 


Hiflory of Florertce. 

mentis thej were confidered neither as being the fubjec^s hot 
the allies of Fhrenei'. The Luc^fUf/e^ about the fame time, bc- 
fieged and took pofl'efTion of the fmall town of Barga^ which 
was under the Florentine |>rote£lion, the in »vain 

endeavouring to raife the ^lege. ^ 

By this time the ‘^ivhole fyftem of powerrrin Ualy was 
changed ; but it mud be faid, to the glory of the Florentines^ 
’ that they ftuck much firmer than any other Italian Hate did 
to the principles of their conHitutional independency, yohn^ 
king of Bohemia^ had been obliged to return to Germany ; 
but he had ‘left his Ion Charles at the head of his affairs and 
armies in Italy. The ftri£t alliance tha’t flill fubfifted between 
Chatles and the legate of Bologna^ at laft pri^vailed with the 
princes of Ferrara^ Ferena^ MaMua^ and even Milan^ though 
A%o^ as we ha.c already P*en, was the fworn foe of Florence^ 
to join in the confederacy vlVth the Florentines and the king 
of Naples : and we may form fom». eftimate of the feveral de- 
grees of power th^ parties were poflefled of, by the contin- 
gents each was obliged to fend to their common defence; for 
of three thoufand horfe which they agreed to bring into the 
field, iht Florentines wdre to fu;..ifh fix hundred ; the Icing of 
Naples as many ; Maftino^ ptince (who was commonly then 
called Dog) of Fvrona^ eight bundled ; Azo^ vifeount of Milan, 
fix hundred ; and Jie princes or dukes (for their titles at this 
time were as^^unfcttled as their power) of Ferrara and Man^ 
tua, two hundred each. I'he legate was making war in the 
Ferrarefe when he heard of this powerful confederacy taking 
place; and he immediately feni deputies to cxpoflulate with 
the Florentines, and, if pofliblc, to draw them^'^.'ff from the 
alliance. The anfwcr returned by the Florentines was moilcft, 
but firm : they reprefenied the great fcrvices they had ofteii 
done to the fee of Rome \ but feemed furprifed at being re- 
proached for entering into mcafures againfi the fon and grand- 
fon of the emperor Henry of Luxemburg, who had been their 
mortal enemy. This fitfiation of afiairs in Italy^ recalled 

Z ohn king of Bohemia from Germany, and he w"as met by his 
n Charles vX^arma. Here he learned, that Majlino of Ve- 
rona had feized Brefcia and Bergamo, as Azo had Pavia. 
Charles, who brought back with him a fmall but choice army, 
endeavoured to Pavia, and to relieve the citadel, which 
out; but being baffled by Azo, he was obliged to 
rareat Vo Parnit, after layingrwaftc the Milanefe. His con- 
federate the legate had better fuccefsr He beat iht Ferrareie 
in a pitched battle, and laid fiege to ^errara itfelf. Thnc hr - 
fieged immediately applied for arftance to the Florentfues, 
#bo appeared very willing to rek.ne them ; but found it an 

enter- 
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C^)tftrprize of great difficulty, the viflorious legate being in 
pofleffion of all the country ^if Rmagr^dk and the Bolognefe^ 
as yohn\ troops were of all ihi ftrong important pafles by 
the Modena and Panna. ^'Fhe FiorentineSy however, 

that they lijight not be wanting to allies, fent them four 
bundled horfP, under the cofnmarid ot^*wo young noblemen, 
^ Sir yza and Seafa^ by the lon]^ dcrours of Genoa^ Milan, and 
Verofia, hi all which cities they were received with thegreateft 
refpedl and aFcciion, They artived at Verona juft as king 
John and the It;:. were prepaung to give a general aftaulc 
to Ferrara, and ihe king was tor that purpofe bringing a re- 
inferct sEient from Parjfta, They were prevented by the ar- 
dour ol xhf: FloA'niines^ who no Iboner threw^themfelves into 
Ftrrin a ihrin they rrfoJvc d to Attack the camp of the befiegers^ 
The /7tf7V7;//»?£ hjftoiun “ is, w th 4 ';retiit juftiCe, proud of 
couniryrn.’n's heluvicMji, on iTO occafion, againft the heft 
troops of GV?7 ?'.'v'7v, whom they -dcfeAted with great daughter, 
or drvjve into me wheic numbers werf Crowned by the 
breaking down .»f the bunt c The victory was fo complete, 
that all Romii?:.ri r^\o! t l the *e<'Jte; and would 

have clone the : ?;< , had n i5.*r been Kept in awe by John^s 
German hoile. 'A riie '/ 'n wns thus employed in affifting 
the legate, ^b/ V. c 7 /,'/\s ions, r.avingr Jrawpyogeiher a large 
body ol their h.thvi s rnciuL., v\h€> Wv.' ^11 very numerous 
in Itahi jurp*’iGd L^^ua ; but the, ckaclcl holding out, fohn 
made a cjn.ck marcii, and dijptdbdled them of their new con- 
queft. 'J'his year w'as remark. *ble for prodigious inundations 
all over Italy ; aftid the briJj^Vb at Flcrcnu, over the Arno, being 
broken down<< it appear J hke tv/u cities, which gave fome 
uneafineis lo ilfC jealou' j /boeians. Jell the nobles, who lived 
in afeparate qunitcr, {hould make ulc of that opportunity to 
cabal againlt their liberty ; b\;i ihr; public lefumed its tran- 
quility when the lofi w'as icpajJ4,'i by fome temporary bridges. 


. S E C T/ V. 

Coniainhig ib? ITijicry cj fh^ between Florence 
And Scaligcr, of Vr^rona. Florentines 

pur ihaf: Arcz'/.o\ they are defeated by Pifans v 
chufe the duke of Athens for flA^holder, or 
gGijcrncr \ fcnfpiracies agamji hh-n-, he 
Dijfent'ions ///Florence; Afcendency of the people. #• 

^ 1 V.%as now high time for the confederate Vates to confult 

i^^eafures for their future operations, and to divide their con- cenfeeier^rf 
f*uefts. Deputies from all of them met at i/pr/Vr, then be- 
^ i TIN. pag. 126, ^ 
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longing to die Geuo/i, Here creat ditptftcs arofe : at hft it 
was determined, that the viTcou?t of Milan ftiouid keep pof* 
feflion of Cremona^ the prince of Verona of Parma^ the duke 
of Mantua of Reggio^ the duke of Ferrara of Modena^ 3 "d the 
Florentines ol Pifa, It is ‘0 be obferved, that fo[i)e'of thofc 
territories remained ftil?*to be coritpjered ; but i*he confede- 
lates agreed not to lay dov/n their arms till each was in full 
poffeffion of IVis allotment, which determined them to pro- 
iccute the war with double vigour. They began with the 
legate, a Frenchman by birth, and in bis manners infolent, 
feverc, and haughty beyond expreflion. He had fled to Bo- 
logna^ after the vicibiy the confederates had obtained neat 
Ferrara j but th J emperor being now return W to Germany y 
hr. was fo unpopular at Bohgnal that the inhabitants ran to 
* arms, beat his guaids, forced him to fly to the citadel, 
which he- had bulk for bridfijig that city, and to which the 
Bolognefe laid clofe fiege. 'Fhe Florentines^ though they had 
no realbn to be fatisHed with the legate’s perfon, yet they 
could not confidcr his character without wifhing to fave him.. 
They therefore fent‘ four deputies, with three hundred horfc 
and a large body of foot, to Bologna^ where the deputies me- 
diated for the legate; and with infinite difficulty, after nego- 
tiating for feverar*’\ays, it was agreed, that his paflage fhould 
be fafe, upon his Ikrrendering the citadel to the townfmen. 
The people, however, held the legate in fuch abhorrence, 
that they would have torn him to pieces, had he not been* 
guarded by the Florentines^ night and day. He was firft car- 
ried Xo Florence y and from thence to PIfa, whefe he embarked 
for the pope’s dominions, who was ft ill at Avignoh, 

7heGtT- Amongst the unconquered places, partitioned out by the 
man mer- tneaty cA Lericcy was Parma^ which was now befieged by the 
cettaries confederates, while the Florentines undertook that of Lucca, 
mutiny. The rendezvous of all the confederates being before Parma^ 
the Florentines demanded that a body of troops Ihould march 
over iht Appenninesy to aflift them at the fiegc pf Lucca, In 
the mean while, the legate, by his intriguej and money, 
having debauched the German mercenaries who ferved in the 
confederate army, they mutinied, and threw themfelvcs iifto 
Parma. Their defer^ion obliged (A), prince of 

ronuy to raife- Aie ftige of Parma^ and the Florentines to give 
of ilwrci/. The fiege of Parma was foon after re- 
amed Hy Scali^ry and the Ptorentines made difpofitions for 

(A) This was hib true name ; tinoy or Mafiiff of Verona,* 
and the two learned Scal/gersy a dream, concerning a mSc-ir* 
Jofeph and Julius, pretended dog, which his mother pretend 
that he was their immediate an- cd Ihe had, when ftie was with \ 
ceftor. He was called child by him- 
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carrying on that of Lucca ; uoon which ^ohn kin^of Bohemia^ 
as fovereign, made a prefent T)f that city to the French king- 
A ^'aft number of Florentine merchants, men of great property^ 
tefrd^^then in France \ and tha^^king immediately intimated 
to them f»<^^ift that had been madt .^im, in hopes that their 
/ ii)tcrefl: would prevail with their countrymen to give over the 
fiege of Lucca. 13 ut he was deceived ; for the Florentines ftill 
continued their preparations; and the French king being in- 
formed by the king of Naples^ that John had ddpofed of a 
territory in which he had no legal property, the claim was 
dropt. This year, Tj/g.. 1334^ died pop^^ohn XXIL and his 
death *gave a g^eat turn to the affairs oflt^Iy. He was fuc- 
ceeded by XII. who, like his predeceflor, i elided at 

Avignon, I'he Florentines, the better to fuegeed in their d^- 
figns againll Lucca,, ncgotiatedw^trcaiy with Peter^ the gover- 
nor or prince ot A 7 'c 7 .%n^ employed the great trea- 

fures, left him by his broflfer the b.{hop,*ir* difpoffefling the 
neighbouring noblemen of their fiefs and caflles. Tnis 
drove them, particularly Ncrio Fagiolani^ the Ton of the Fa- 
giolflni who had been difpoflefled by CajUruccio^ to league them- 
felves with the Perugians^ who bated Peter and Netio fur- 
prifed a town about fourteen miles from ; but 

the caftle holding out, Peter prepared to^^^rcb to its relief. 

Perugians endeavoured to divert him^ byt invading the 
territories of Arezzo ; but were defeated with great (laughter 
hy Peter. Florentine 5 ^ upon this, mindful that the 

ruginm had be^n their ancient allies, took part with them, 
and broke ofr iheir treaty with Pciery who was fupported by 
xhtGenoefe, ^This attachment of lYsei Florentines to their Honour ah' t 

lies, was to them more. honourable than advantageous. Sea- condu& of 
liger was by this time in pofleffion of Parmoy as the duke of rhe Flo- 
Mantua was of Reggio, and the Ferrarefe of Modena. In rcntincs- 
ftiort, all parties in the confederacy, excepted, were 

in the quiet poflefiion of the fpoils allotted them. 

When king of Bohemia left Italy, he committed the’ 
government ofmPatrna and Lucca 10 three brothers, called 
Ru^o, nobles of Pur ma. Two of them commanded in that 
city when it was taken by the Veronefe\ and it was agreed that 
. the third brother fliould furrender Lucca to foyfe r, upon cer- 
tain terms. Florentines, far from oppoitngVis^onv^qj[^- 

tion, forwarded it, in hopes that Scaliger 
other ufe of it than that of faciTitating their jpking pollefliioir * 
tjf Lucca* Scaliger, accoTdingly, having profiled to repay to 
pree brothers a large fum they had advanced to the king 
V Bohemia, took pofl'eflion of Lucca \ but when the Floren- 
Jims, by their deputies, demanded that the terms of the con'- 
^cderacy fhoulJ be fulfilled, he required tfiat the money he 
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repaid Ihoftld be re|^unded,to him. The futn was no lefs than 
three hundred and (ixty thoufand crowns of gold (B), which may 
anfwer to about one hundred thoufand pounds fterling. The 
cunning Veronefe thought 4^hat the mention of fo mcah i|io- 
jicy would deter the ^^^entines from profecutin^' their 
mand ; but as Aretin ^ juftly obferves, it is almoft incredible 
to what extremes their public fpirit often drove them : for 
they, who, Lut twelve or fourteen months before, had refufed 
to pay the fourth part of that fum to the Germans for the fame 
end, offered to raife it for Scaliger j who thereupon invented 
other pretexts for^delay; and the Florentine deputies, per- 
ceiving they weje trihed with, returned home. Scaligir fore- 
fa w the coiifcquences, and wa? the firft to “take the field : 
^pon which Florentines immediately declared war againft 
Scaliger^ the fWonefe^^na alLhis abettors in his injuftice. 

The reader is to ob(/?frT t. that Scaliger was at this time 
one of the riefcseft and moft pui;/erful princes in Lombardy, 
Being in poircffion not only of Verona^ but of Parma and 
Luccay befides a vaft number of other places along the Appen- 
ninety his dominions Vad a ready communication one with 
another, and he was fure of having the Pifans for his friends. 
Add to this, that his court and army were rendezvoufes for 
all the malcontei^sS of Italy; and being naturaljy vain, as well 
ns ambitious^ he Was in hopes of becoming mafier of all 
Tufeany, 

After the many expenfivc and bloody wars that theFA- 
rentinesy for half a century paft, had mairttained by turns 
againft almoft all the ftates of Italyy and fomehmes againft the 
moft powerful princes in EuropCy it is aftonifhing to think 
with what fpirit they entered upon hoftilities with their new 
enemy of Verona, But we are to confider, that, by means of 
their foreign commerce, the encouragement they gave to all 
ingenious arts, the ftridlnefs of their difcipline, and the regu- 
larity of their governmekt, they were now prodigioufly rich ; 
but their riches, far from enervating them, infj. ;red them with 
ideas of rivalling the old RomanSy not only in their fenti-* 
ments, but their power. They proceeded, however, to war 
with the greateft ceconomy, regularity, and refolution. They 
appointed twelve treafurers for raifing the public rconey, and 
fix maiygej^i far diftributing it in the fervice of the field, and 
^oi^ au^^cl.ig tjie camp and councils of war. They fent de- 
puties to Mtlatk^ and to all their confederates in Lombardyy to 

^ Page 128. J 

(B) We have in this tranfaftlon followed Manetti, who wroy 
eJitt Aretin (i). 

{f),^Vidt apud Murat, tom, xix. p, 1055* 
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reprefent to them the faKhood andr treaclery of ScfUger ; and 
they renewed their alliance wkh pnd Sienna^ in order 

to give a diverlion to Peter o^jirezzoy if he Ihould join with 
The Perugians^ animated by the Florentines^ at- 
tained fh^ territory of Arezzo^ anJ furprifed Citta di Cajiello ; 
^hich difcSh'.aged the Arezrians fo gi i^atly, that many of their 
•forts fell into the hands of the Florentines. 


We arc not to forget, for the honour of Florence^ that 
while (he was thus profecuting an expeniive war, (he was cul- 
tivating the arts of peace, to more perfection than they were 
to be found in any other part of the world. Though the 
Greeks.\iz6^ not yet ifhported their lit^iii^ire iTiXoltatyy the 
Florentines had teformed themfelves from that barbarous tafle 


iol' 


in the line art<«, that (fill cominued to infed all the reft of 
Europe. Giotto at this lime worlgedein FlOmnce^ where he 
was in great reputation ; and thM^^h hi cannot be faid to have totwer hmlt 
carried the arts of aftchi te^ iy!;^ anh^painting to the perfeCiion Giotto, 
they afterwards attained^^ the good mafinfr he introduced 
in both had more merit over the barbaious ftate in which he 


found them, than any after improvements had over him. 

This year, according to viz. f335» he founded, and 

afterwards brought to perfection, the famous quadrangular 
marble tower, faid to be one hundred and^jtty-four ells in 
height *, which now ftands near the cathe^ ral of Florence. 

The war ihll continued; but being Obliged to 

to Verona, the feene of aClion lay in the Arezzian territories, attacks 
which the Florentines and Perugians ravaged with vaft fury. Florence. 
Intelligence can»ic, in the mean while, that Scaliger was ad- 
vancing through the R'^magna, againft Florence, with eight 
hundred horfe ; upon which the Florentines fent an army to 
join their allies the Bolognefe, and to intercept his march. This 
news encouraged the garnfon of Luica to make fome incur- 
fions upon the Florentine territories, and the Florentines at- 
tempted to transfer the feat of the war to Lombardy ; but Sca^ 
liger- was fo fojjpiiddble there, that fbey could get no ftate to 
join them but that of Venice, which became now jealous of 
the neighbourhood of Verona to that of fome of their territo- 
rieft In confequence of this alliance, a body of Florentine 
troops marched to Trevifo, where they were joined by fome 
* Florentines^ and entered into hoftilities V tronefe. continue. 

By this time, the brothers, the finding ^ 

trifled with them, as he had doac with the Vewiiar^,^riix^->^ 
fufed to pay the money te had promifed thernywere, for their 
. r^nrefentations on that head, expelled out oifuccay and threw 
' (thciSfelves into the town of Pontrenioli, where they were 
)*efieged; but were, upon their applies tion^ taken into the 

Busching's New Syftem of Geogiaphy, voL iii« p» 
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alliance of i^c^FIoretii'^nes Venetians. The fiep:e of Pen^ 
remoli ftill continuinjl, Petir who was edeemed an 

excellent officer, rcpaiied to FUrence^ and offered to the ma- 
giftracy there to give them poflclfion of LuccOy if thcy^uld 
put him at the head of a Ibody of troops for that purpofev^ 
He accordingly received^ eight hundred horfe, a.)9 marched ' 
againft that place. His true delign was to draw off, to the 
defence of Lucca^ the rroops that were employed at the fiege 
of Pontremoli. The Italians^ as yet, knew little of the art 
of befieging places, farther than blockading them, and forcing 
them to furfcnder by famine ; fo that the governor of Lucca^ 
leaving a few to map'^I.e walls, fell, with all the other rroops 
he could affemMe, upon the Florentine terr’iorics. This 
oI;(Iiged Ruffo to draw off from Lucca, and a battle foon fol- 
I lowed i in which the F!ore*>tinesy with great difficulty, came 
off conquerors, ScaUger\ gent^rai being made prilbncr, with 
many others, and a great ndmttc. I'^led in*the purfuit. Two 
days after this, the I 'lorentine army Vetmned in triumph to that 
city, vfhexe Ruffoy on the credit of his late victory, was ap- 
pointed general of the combined army of the Venetians and 
Florentines ferving agairift Scaliger in Lombardy. Ruffo be- 
haved fo well in his new command, that he gained a vaft 
number of advant ages over the enemy, and drove them to 
the walls of Padua, ^whkh was then in poffeflion of Scaliger. 
Ruffo however could not bring the Veronefey thoilgh they w^re 
greatly fuperior to him in number, to a battle ; and therefore 
he befieged Bovolenta, which lies within feven miles of Padua. 
His attacks were fo furious, that Scaliger thought now of no- 
thing but covering Verona. He found means, /pwever, to 
bring over, by the force of money, to his intereft one thoufand 
German horfe, who ferved as mercenaries in Ruffo's army, 
who, fetting fire tq the camp of the confederates, marched off 
in the night-time. Ruffo, undaunted by this defertion, re- 
paired the damage his camp had fuffained, and continued his 
operations, being fiill at the head of a formidablf^ army. The 
other Hates of Lombatdy, now feeing the danger of Scaliger ^ 
whom they all hated, entered into the confederacy againft 
him ; and a great army of Milanefe, Ferrarefe, and Mantuans^ 
with Lucino Pifeonti at their bead, rendezvoufed at Mantua^ 
intending to Againft Verona itfelf. At the fame time 

"" . fun "of *John king of Bohemia, took Belluno and 

feltri. \ 

^Fhc ccu^ SC ALIG E though furrounded by fo many powerfur 

rage and enemies, was not\leficient in his condu£^, cither as a warrior ^ 
c^^induA ^ or a ftatefman. As Lucino, who by this time had been joihed 
Scaliger. j^y 3 detachment two thoufand four hundred horfe, under^^ 
Marfslio, ^uffo’i brother, had marched within a fcw miles of 

Viro* 
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he left that ctty at the h^ad offthre 
\ body of foot» and ofiwed oattle \o t 


f^er0$dy he left that ctty at the head ofihree thopfand borfe 
and a body of foot» and ofiwed oattle co the confederates, 
which Luctno declined^ though his aftny was greatly fuperior 
Scaliger. This cowardice, or treachery of Lucino^ 
fii^ifgulAed the troops under his cothmand, that they imme- 
ywately JefrV*e fervice. Upon this, '^^i:aliger^ to improve his 
* good fortune, took poft three miles below Bovclenta^ where 
Ruffo was ftill encamped, with a view of iiuereepting Mar^ 
Jilto in his return to join his brother Aretin tells us, Ruff'o 
was at this time in fuch danger, that he ordered his Ibldiers 
to gather great quantities of bitter herbs, which grew in the 
neighbourhood, and fo throw them ij^ii^the waters of the 
Brenty which supplied Scaliger's army, an?j which thereby 
became fo bitter as to be rentlered unferviceable both to ma^ 
and horfe ; fo that Scaliger was obbge^ to dectfmp, and Mar^ 
filio rejoined his brother. ^/(^;»%vithout lofing time, marched 
diredtly to Padua ; tvherq.i^J>^ citizens, infti^ted by Vbertino 
Carra^ opened the ga*^ to his army, anti cut in pieces 5 ^:^- 
Jigers garrifon, which was commanded by his brother Alberto,, 
who was fent prifoner to FenUe, But the joy which this im- 
portant conqueft occafioned at Venice Florence^ was quick- 


ly damped by the death of Ruffo,, who, in ftorming Monfelice^ 
a place in the neighbouihood, received a gi^/md in bis thigh, 
which proved mortal upon his return toP^ulua.^ He was fur- 
vived but a few days by his brother who died of 

grief at the lofs of Ruffo. About this time the Milanefe made 
Chemfelves mafters ot Brefcia. 

P ETE R, Knxmmtd Saco,, had ftill pofleflion of flo, 

and was ftroitigly foUciteJ by the Are% 7 uam to make peace wuth rentines 
Florentines and their allies. This application ferved only fwchaje 
to render jealous of the Are%%iam\ and he refolvcd Arezzo 5 
to make the befl; terms he could with the Florentines^ having 
many reafons for not trufting the Perugians. The bargain 
was (bon ftruck. Peter agreed to ^cliver up Arezxo, and all 
its dependcnc)^, for ten years, into the hands of the Fhren- 
tineSy upon condition that he himfelf, whofe mother was a 
Florentine, and his kinfmen, ftiould, from thenceforward, be 


deemed citizens of Florence \ that they ftiould remain in pof- 
ifftion of their private eftates and effe^s ; that Pefter (hould 
receive forty choufand crowns ; and that thoufand 

more, which he had borrowed from the 
paid to his mercenaries for th^r arrears. ' 7 'his ne^tiatioi^ 


paid to bis mercenaries for th^r arrears, yhis nejotiatioi^ ^ 
b^ing ftniftied, twelve Florentine nobleme^immediately rc- 
, paired KoArezxoy where, to the great joy ofTthe people, they 
" ^ toojT poffeffion of that government. 

^ Leonard. Aretin. p. 131. V. 
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jje HiJ^nry df Florence.’ 

The Perugians Vompiyined bkterJy of this proceeding, as 
being exprefiy agafift the tr^ties fubfifting between them ; 
and fent deputies to FhrenaJ who exclaimed in very harfli 
terms againft the FMentineSj^T^t anfwer of the latter^pv^lre- 
tin has given us the ^e^hes of both, or rath^*?has ift^e 
fpeeches for them) reoriminated in as lharp ternf ^^foy accufinlj, 
the Perugians of infincerity, and telling them, that no terms^ 
ought to bejeept with traitprs. Upon cooler thoughts, how- 
ever, both parties came to an accommodation, and the Peru- 
gians obtained pofleflion of fome towns of no great confe- 
quence in the /Irezzian territory. Scaliger^ hearing of thofe 
tranfa£lions, reintimfd his garrifon oP Lucca under Jedon one 
of his generals / upon which the Florentines took the 

field, and ravaged the territory of Lucca. This term, how- 
ever, occurs fo' often*. in ^ the Florentine hiftorians, and the 
praflice is fo often repeated'^^ ihat we cannot believe that it 
means any more than troops fubfifting for a few 

months, on frde (Juarter, amon^it thnir enemies ; and, in fo 
fertile a country as Italy^ the damage rhey did being generally 
repaired by next feafon, the like inroads were renewed. 
7heYtro- Next year tht Flof'entines and Venetians invaded the Vero- 
nefe in nefe\ and after infulting that city for fome days, and gaining 
feveral advantagj:s. they laid fiege to Vicenza. This obliged 
Scaliger to fend aY*^putation to Venice to treat of peace, which 
was fo favourably received, that the terms were foon fettled. 
The marquifate of Trevifo^ one of the moft delightful coun- 
tries in Italy^ with that city and territory, was ceded by Sca- 
liger to the Venetians I and a provifo was left in the treaty, 
that, if Florentines fhould incline to come i^.^o the peace, 
they fhould be put into pofleflion of Pefeia and Bugiani^ and 
remain mafters of ail their conquefts in the Lucqueje territory. 
Jt was likewife ftipulated, that all the Lucquefe exiles, whq 
ferved in the combined army, fhould be re-admitted to their 
eftates and privileges in that city. The negotiation thus 
ended, the treaty was communicated to the Fifrentines^ who, 
after long debates, difapproved of it ; but fent three of their 
firfl noblemen to try if they could negotiate** better terms at 
Venice. This was found impradlicable ; and the terms *ahe 
Venetians had ftipulated for them were agreed tOj^ all parties 
being hcartiU;i;‘>Md of the war. 

Fftreniines, after this, continued for fome years in 
Jome years ^ peacc^ana uimolcfted by eny of their neighbours. This 
ef peacel ' recefs from thcAlabours of the field/ and a few feafons t,hat 
were unfavoura^e for the productions of the earth, together 
with fome accidental ftorms of thunder and lightning, filled 
jhc minds of thp' Florentines j who were naturally fuperftitiout!^ 
r-"'* ' with 


•vaded hy 
the Flo- 
rentines; 
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to nine^ thoufand, which is twenty 
it is ruppofed to contain at prefent. 


with many difoial apprehenfions. /Theimerhaps were greatly 
increafed by an adnumbernlene of all! the citia^ns living 
within which took \lace in the year 1339, who 
we'Y^found to amount to nine^ thoufand, which is twenty 
^ufaiiH^ore (C) than it is ruppofed to contain at prefent, 
yphis adnulhberment was occafioned by the magiftrates want- 
^ing, in the time of fcarcity, to afcertain the quantities of 
provifions which it might be neceiTary to imports Next year A* 
a plague broke out in Florence^ which carried off iixteen thou- ^ 34 ^* 
fand people in its city and territories. About the fame time * 
inteftine divifions put the Florentines in arms, on account of a 
foreign magiftrate whb had been advanfed to the government 
of the city, fgr two years, by the hbads^of tl\e plebeians. 

His name is not mentioned ^y Aretin ; but he tells us, that 
two great families, iht Bardi znij'r^cobaldi^ put tbemfelv^s ^ 
at the head of the nobility, vfiA an ftitention to overturn the tumults in 
magiftracy 5 but they wer^^^d by the fpirit of the^lo^^^ce. 

people, who immedi^iy i' 4 n to arms, ar^ obliged the nobi- 
lity to abandon, their undertaking. The people then returned 
peaceably home ; but the chief of the nobility were impeached 
before the prehdents, and none of thl;m crofling the Amo^ to 
appear in their own defence, fentence paffed againft them ; 
jn confequence ot which their houfes were demolifhed, and 
applications made to all the ftates confeS .Tated with Florence 
not to receive or protect them fo tnat tife exiles were 
obliged to take fhelter in P// 2 r, the ancient and natural enemy 
of Florence^ 

Soon after^this, the Mantuans encouraged the people of 
Forma to j^’^irow off Scaliger's yoke ; and he found himfclf fo 
hardly befet by the Mantuans cutting off all communication 
between Ferona and Lucca, that it was plain he could not 
keep the latter. The Florentines and the Pifans immediately 
became competitors for the prize, which was fairly put up by 
Scaliger at public auifion, to be carried by the bell bidder. 

The Florentiries outbid the Pifadiy by offering for the place 
two hundred and fifty thouland crowns. ^purcha^ 

• (C) See Bufchlngy tom. iii. caufe of the vaft armies, fome- “ 
p. 1 2 1 . We are not, however, times amounting in the whole to 
quite fafSslied whether, under above ihir ^t houfand men, that 
the word cin}€Sy Arciin, from wc have men^ne^ to have 
whom the above adnumberment marched out of t w;. , 1‘iffuUyw 


• (C) See Bufekingy tom. iii. caufe of the vaft armies, fome- 
p. 1 2 1 . We are not, however, times amounting in the whole to 
quite fafSslied whether, under above liiir^thoufand men, that 
the word ci^esy Arciin, from wc have men^ne^ to have 
whom the above adnumberment marched out of t ' , 1‘iffuUyw 

is taken, comprehends all th# her of fighti/ig men 4 )y far UiQ 
inhabitants, men, womSn, chil- great to byfurnilhed by a city 
-i drj^n, and fervants. That he does that cont^ed no More than 
) not, feems moft probable j be- ninety thoufand inhabitants. 

The 
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Tk^ of Florence: 

The F/om/iWWingiihus in poflclHon of Arezzo^ and 
likely to tie fo of \uuccay ’by jfteans of the wealth they had 
gained in commerce^ b^gaii /ow to be dreaded all over Italy. 
The Pifansy irritated by tl^eir difappointment of ^(ifirvrmg 
LuccOy fet on foot a genera] confederacy again ft th^, 
which Lucino^ who, & the death of Azo^ was <iow vifeoun^ 
of Milan ; and all Scaligefs enemies, who were very nume- * 
rous, entered, as did the Milanefe^ the Mantuam^ the Par^ 
mefam^ and the Pdduarn ; all of whom fent their contingen- 
cies of troops to alEft the Pi fans in the fiege of Lucca^ which 
was now formed. The Florentines upon this, having for- 
mally required of flK 9 .Pifans to raife \he fiege, invaded the 
Pifan territories / but\he fiege was prefled more warmly than 
ever. Lucca was ftill in the pofleflion of Scaliger^ who novr 
Summoned the %F!orentexeSf. to fulfil their bargain; and the 
latter were fo generous*, tha^nicy agreed to pay all the fum 
they had bargained for, thoufand crowns, and 

gave hoftages fol^ Aie payment.. Still <5^ difficulty remained of 
the Florentines taking pofl’effion, which at laft was removed 
by their breaking through the Pifan army ; and no fooner 
were they mafters of the city and citadel, than they re- 
lieved their hoftages by paying the ftipulated money. 

This event gswejnfinite joy and fpirits to the Florentines^ 
who faw the Pifah^ camp from the walls of Lucca. The 
garrifon was fti ftrong, and the place fo well provided with 
every thing, that the Pifan army muft have returned home 
without any farther attempt, had not the Florentines within 
the city precipitately refolved to attack theA in their en- 
trenchments. This attack was made within eight days after 
the Florentines became mafters of Lucca. The Pifans were 
commanded by Giovanni Vifeonti^ and Enrico., Caftruccio^s fon, 
ferved under him ; as did all the Florentine exiles, who formed 
the moft confiderable part of his army, which was drawn up 
in three lines, as that of the Florentines was in two. The 
firft lineof the latter confided of two hundred c^^ofen knights 
on horfeback, fupported by three thoufand crofs-boW'men ; 
and they made fo furious a charge, that they ^rove the firft 
line of the Pifans back upon their fccond, where they to&n 
prifoners Vifeonti the Pifan general, and Enrico., Cajtruccio^ 
fon, with j3;thef perfons of great quality ; but the third 

t l^j fffans fupporting the difordered troops of their 
Two nri^Tines, ^idory was fisatebed from the Florentines^ 
Whofe fecond liiA was fo far from fupporting their firft, that 
they fled to F^/^^ithout ftriking a ftroke. The firft line^ 
of the Florentines^ being thus left expofed, fiifiered greatly, 
and viilory declarcf^ hcnclf in favour of the Pifans : the rc- 

mains 
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miins of the firft line however bravlly fought their way back 

taZ^rrr.1. % n P 


The lofs the Florentines received in this defeat was far lefs 
than 'ms at fiift reported at Flore^^. They remained in pof- 
ofV]l their ftandards, and iheir illuftrious prifoners ; 
the gov?.Mmcnt, having recovered its firft confternation^ 
applied, by deputies, x.o Robert ]iimg of Sicily for prote£lion, 
offering at the fame time to fubmit, as ufual, tc^ any prince 
of his blood whom he (honied fend as his governor or vice- 
roy at Florence^ Robert received the deputies very cohlly, and 
inlifted upon the rejidition of Lucca to him, as being his pro^ 
perty, suid torn from hftn by the treachery ,.^ Fagiclani. The 
Florentines had farefeen this demand, anci^th^inftrpifled their 
deputies to comply with it ; but Robert^ Tufpe^^iing they would 
infift upon the payment of the mqp ey.it hadi^oft them, de* 
dined intcrefting himfelf fartht.jthan fcy fending an ambafta- 
dor to diffuade the Pifeins fr^r c^*»tinuing the fiege of Luc- 
ca^ which he affirmc<^,^o be his property.® ^T'he Pifans rc- 
tiirnrci Shn good, wo/Ss, but continued the fiege with greater 
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vigou’ tnan ever. 

Fhe Florentine affairs wearing thus a*bad afpe^l, the people , 

began to fufpeft, perhaps without any grounds, that Peter f/f,]ible 
SacOi the late lord of /irezzof would I’cizeyhat opportunity'^y^^y^^"^ 
to reinftate himfdf in that government* was then 

living in one of his caflles in the coitntry /and the Florentine 
magiftracy, as if they had been convinced of iheir danger, 
ordered the* people to take arms and to furround the place. 

The madnefs of' popular jealou fy did not flop here. Tarlati^ 
brother to I^ 'er, was then one of the moft diftingulfiied offi- 
cers in the Florentine army ; and it was chiefly by nis means 
that the remains of their fiift line bad made fo noble a re- 
treat, as they did, to Lucca, But his condudt being irreproach- 
able, the people grew the more jealous of his credit in the 
army, and of the power he might thereby acquire to favour 
his brother, order, therefore, Vas fent from Florence to 
put him under arreft at Lucca^ which was obeyed without 
confining him to prifon ; and he was allowed to liJe abroad 
in ^company with (Jiacomo Medici^ the Florentine governor of 
Lucca, One day, as they were reconnoitring on horfeback 
’ without tRe gates, Tarlati put fpurs tef hlv^^^rfe, and fled 
to the Pifan camp. His efcape confirmed the IS/onytinejJi} 
their wortt fofpicions of defigns; and atitV 'forcing " ^ 

hipi and all his reUtioni^ to furrender themfi/ves, thev were* * 
fought to Florence^ where they were comyiittcd to jbrifon, 
^whilffall their fine palaces in that city were demolifhe^ and 
'their caftfes in the country taken. * 


The 
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mddi/- The ^0r<»rimAl>ein|^ifapMinted of affifiance from the 
trefs. king of Naples^ we[,e.advilcd \uScaliger to apply to the em- 
peror Lewis^ who was about^this time at Tnnt^ and who 
was greatly exafperated againft the Pi/ansy as welji^as a 
mortajf enemy to the pope and the king of Naples* I^ough 
this advice was plaufible, and fupported by a gieac party in 
Florence^ yet the people were fo prepoffeffed againft the em- 
peror, that no progrefs was made in the negotiation. Upon 
this the Florentines took two thoufand horf'e into their pay, 
belides fix hundred they hired of the Ferrarefe^ and five hun- 
dred of Scaliger^ all which joined to their own troops made a 
formidable army ; ^nd they preferred Malatefta of Rimini^ a 
celebrated‘gejnera(i of tliofe times, to the command of it. Early 
in the fpring he marched to tho relief of Lucca ^ which con- 
tinued ftill befieged by^h^^P/7i»j ; but the fwelling of the 
rivers, arid the badnefs of roads by the rains, fruftrated 
his expedition ; and the ivere driven to their ufual 

recourfc of ravaging their enem^~co<iptry. Notwithftand- 
ing this the Pifam ftill continued the fiege of Lucca^ which 
being now reduced to the laft extremity, the garrifon capitu- 
lated to deliver up the place upon honourable terms for them- 
fclves, in the ninth month of the fiege. This, according 
to Areiin is a^djameful period in the Florentine hiftory ; 
and yet it is cafy account for, by reflefting upon the un- 
leafonable jeaioufy the Florentines entertained of their nobles; 
This jeaioufy ciifqualified the nobles from the command of 
their armies, and led them to apply to the gainful arts of 
commerce, which feems, in fadl, to have beefr their principal 
inducement to expend fo much blood and treafire as they 
did, in acquiring and maintaining the poiTeffion of Lucca, 
^heirdi- Their relentments at the lofs of that city hurried them 
ndJtMS. into far greater calamities, by infpiring them with animofi- 
ties amongft themfelves, each party blaming the other for its 
mifeondud, and all of them difagreeing about the means of 
recovering from their diltrefles (D), though ^all of them 
agreed upon the fatal expedient of preferring, G«flA/Vr;, the 
titular duke of Athens^ to be their general. He was by birth 
a Lombard ; and having ferved in their former wars uncer 
Charles prince of Naples^ was well acquainted with, their dif- 
pofitions, of their government, and the ftate of 

^ .All£TIN.«.pag. 138. 


(D) Upon this occafion Mi- of time to the latter; a circum^ 
q^tesAf/iwaSd his words, fiance which otherwife iffighr^ 
which ^ixcs the privity in point have been doubtful. 
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thar parties. He was at Naj^s rjjheti ttte Florentines invited tbufe 
him to take upon him, not ot^y the command of their army, the duke of 
but the government of their d||ty. Their good opinion of Athens/i»r 
him^«3s greatly encreafed by th^modefty of his retinue when their ftadt^ 
l^nterK^heir capital. It foon appeared how much they were holder. 
/^ceived. * That age abounded with foldiers of fortune; and 
Gualtieri was one who ere^ed vaft projeSs upon a very mo- 
derate fhare of abilities to Tupport them. He had long por- 
tioned out the dominion of Florence to himfelf, and his 
ambition being now gratified in part, he (hidied how to make 
himfelf abfolute, and to ingrofs the whole of the government. 

His hiftory, and that Sf his new fubje£ts, ^ this occafion is 
inftrudiive. The ftate of Florence^ like ^Im^ all other ftates, 
confifted of three kinds of people. The firft were the noble^ 
who, by the conftitution of the.^ouernmefts, had been m 
long accuftomed to the exercTlc «of trade and other arts, that 
far from thinking it to -itgrace to their nobility, they 
boafted of their ind; itry, and began rlb^ to look upon 
wealth as the beil^obility. Not only their fortunes, but 
their ideas, being raifed above thofe of the vulgar, a kind 
of an antipathy fubfifted between thenf, which was confirmed 
by the democratical nature of their government. The next 
clafs was the middling fort, who, with pl^i^ ftrong fenfe and 
great induftry, had acquired moderate for^, lines, and who, in 
a regular ftate, ought properly to be termed the people. 

Thefe afFe£led no public changes or revolutions, but thofe 
that were abfolutely indifpenfable to the fecurity of their pro- 
perty. The laft clafs was the plebeians, who hated the iirft 
clafs, and p.ivied the fe^ond. 

GUALTIERI had fagacity enough to perceive that the fe- jy/j /y. 
cond clafs would be the great obftacle to his ambition. The ranf^ and 
nobility had fubmitted to him, becaufc they thought his power cruelty. 
was but temporary, and that they had at any time intereft 
enough to difplace him as foon as he had anfwered their end, 
in abolilhing (jbe democratical part of the conftitution, which 
they had nevcj- ceafed to confider as an invafion of jtheir 
rights. Gualtieri admitted them fo far into the fecret of his 
c^duiSf, as to acquaint them that he intended to bend the 
chief forqp of his power againft the middling citizens, which 
would enable him more cfFefilually to nobility, but 

that he could not fuccced without making himrlf ^tremely^^ 
popular amongft the lower rwiks, and tha,t, hoW'^ver he^ 
proceeded, the nobiliiy^muft appear neutral.* The reader is * 
here to obferve that the Arezzians^ the VfMerrans^ sLd the 
^Pijtotans^ had followed the example of ihwlerenUnes it chu- 
fing Gualtieri for their ftadtholder, whic^h the term that 
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approaches neareftXo hisioffice, TKe titles he aflumtd 
duke of Athens^ loid of PiJiJla^ Arezzo^ and Volt err a. He 
governed Florence in perfon but had his fubllitutes in the 
other three (fates. ^ ^ 

Gl/./fZ27£'AV was fenfi^le, that without p^rt abroaSit 
inulf be impoflible for him to fucceed in his ambrious (chemeb 
at home. He was therefore no fooner formally invefted with 
fupreme pother at Florence^ than he made a moft diflionour- 
able peace with the PifanSy to whom he relinquiflied the pof- 
fcflion of Lucca for fifteen years, on their engaging to re- 
deliver it to the Florentines at the expiration of that term^, 
He pretended th*f the fiiuation of affairs rendered **fuch a 
peace needfary/and that the mifcondudl of*‘ certain citizens 
Ml the purchafe of Lttecay as fcell as in other tranfadions, 
ought to be piffilfhcd V^^itb the utmoft rigour. The citizens 
he hinted at were the mo^rrefpeclable in all the common- 
wealth : moff of tliem were but without the pride tod 

often attached to'' that honour, andH*^J.of them devoted to 
the conftitution of their country, by endeaiouring to keep 
up a balance between the firft and fecond clafTes of their fel- 
low-citizens. At the Tiead of thefe was Giacomo Mediciy who 
had been lately governor of Lucca^ and a principal agent in 
the Florentine puf*rh^fe of that city. This nobleman loft his 
head ; and it was w'th great difficulty that the friends of On- 
cella and Ricciardo Riccioy 'who flood in a ftill greater degree 
of popularity, prevailed Virith the tyrant not to put them to 
death likewifc j Altoviia^ another nobleman, lliared the 
fate of Medici* 

The populace at fijft applauded thofc ads cruelty as 
examples of juftice, and adored Gualtieri as a man who had 
no refped of perfons. The nobility, though they perceived 
themfelves to be miftaken in their meafiires and connexions 
with the tyrant, durft not oppofe him ; but the wifdom of 
the Florentine conftitution appeared now in its full luftre. 
The prefidents, vvhofe authority in judicial ca^es never had 
been *aboliftied, manfully withftood all the terrors of the ty- 
rant. When he fummoned the people to a general meeting, 
in order to take upon himfelf the abfolute government, tne 
prefidents privately told him that he had exceeded bis powers, 
becaufe, by tHsf^pitulation with him, none but they could 
Jftite . monies. The tyrant’s anfwcr was, that he 

^iptended to give :the people liberty to declare their fentiments, 
without which they could not be callied free. After a goed 
(deal o^ kltercatioi it was agreed, that next day, wheq the* 
aflrmb(y was to bencld, the prefidents fliould move the' go- 
vernment to be df^ced to him for one year, under the fame 

limi- 
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limitations that it had been yielded before tb Utier/ prince of 
Naples. The tyrant, however,^ bad takei^ his meai'ur^ fo whe is 
well, that he was ufhered into aflembly by Tome of the made lord 
princifuJ nobility, and his peifonXjjas guarded by a number 
pldi^ians,\vith arms -concealed under their cloaihs. One bf 
the prefidents rifing from his feat, made the motion agreed 
'"upon the night before ; but he was interrupted by a general 
cry, that they would haveGa^/Z/Vri for their govc#nor without 
any limitations. The prefident being thus deterred from 
farther oppofition, the nobility carried the tyrant on their 
ihoulders to the palace, where they placed him in the chair 
of fiatet 

JREZ'AO anii Pijioia continued ftill to hh under ihe/%- 
rentincs\ hux. Gualtiniy under^the plaiifible ptctence of abo-^ 
lifliing that fubjedlion, now received them iindw his own im- 
mediate dominion, and placcd^ucAernors in both. He then 
made fome alterations in ib^ fV/^raceful peace w’ith ihoPifans. Xjczzo 
The terms were, that th; y (hould pofl'cfs Luclh ftr fifteen years, Pif- 
and then reflore it wf^its liberty ; and that in the mean while toia, 
the Lucquefe exiles ihould be icftored, and the Florentine cap- 
tives releafed ; that the Florentines ftiollld keep the forts they 
had in the Lucquefe \zvx\tox\cs^ and that xhtPifans (hould pay 
^them annually nine thoufand crowns; but all the friends 
of the Pifans^ who had been expdlud frojjci Florence^ (hould . 
be reftored to their country and effects, '^i'o Qualify thofe 
and fome other (hameful conditions it was agreed, that the 
Florentines (hould name the chief magiftrate of Lucca during 
the fifteen years but, as Aretln very juftly obferves, this was 
in reality ney/ to nothing, as the Pifans were in poffeflion of 
the citadel and the military power. The numbers of captive 
and other nobility which, by this peace, were reftored to 
Florence^ ftrengthened the tyrant’s party, as they thought they 
owed their liberty to him. He then invited into his fervice 
all his countrymen who were in Tufeany^ and out of them 
he formed a boj^y-guard of about eight hundred horfe. After 
that he entered ^into a league with the PifanSy the leal in- 
tention of which was to bridle the Florentines, 


Waving proceeded thus far, he turned the prefidents out His policy, 
of the palace allotted for them, and took polTefiion of it him- 
fclf. He was too prudent to abolifli their but he left 

them only a (hadow of its power. He totally at the ^ 

infiitutions of the companies an^ their gonfaloniers. ' .^e de- ^ 
priyed their citizens ef their arms, and made nimfelf the foie* * 
fopnta^n of preferments and honours in the^ifate. H&ava- 

* Aretin, pag. 140. \ 
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rice was infatiable : Vhe appropriated all the public monejrlai 
' ^ his own pnvate ufp, and cancelled all pecuniary contrads 
A. D. that had been made by the j^blic. The colleftors and re-» 
*343* ceivers of his taxes were all/jf them foreigners. Part hie 
great wealth he employed in fortifying, his palace^ nb zs kfl 
render it, to all intents and purpofes, a citadel ; a.id he was fo 
(hamcfully negleflful of the public faith, that he fufFercd the 
hoftages, who had been given to Scaliger^ to be detained for 
non-payment of the money for which the ftate was engaged. 
Jlconfp'f It may feem furprifing how Gualtieri (hould fucceed in 
racy is tyrannical proceeding with a people fo quick-fighted, 

formed fo jealous of their power, as the Horentines were; .hut he 

was as artful as he wis ambitious, and played^oiF each party 
in Florence againft the other, v/ith fo much dexterity, that 
he prevented tht-ir uniwngjn any common plan of oppofition. 
His infolence and criielty,?/iiwwcver, got the better of his 
prudence. When any of lrie'^» 3 j^ 2 ;cns complained of his of-' 
fleers, he orde'^eti the complainanist tp be publicly whip- 
ped, without fo much as enquiring iru^^. their grievances. 
He ordered a citizen’s tongue .to be pulled out by the roots ; 
and having banifhed another upon fufpicion, he feemingly 
pardoned him ; but no fooner was he returned to Florence 
than he put hin^ tg death. At lad defpair and hatred gpt 
the better of fear ^mongll the Florentines. The tyrant fel- 
dom appeared abroad, and .his guards always attended his own 
peifon. This gave the Florentines of all ranks opportunities- 
of caballing againft him ; but the fubjeiSf of their meeting 
being difeovered to him by means of one Burneletti^ a Flo-- 
rentine nobleman, feveral of the confpirators ^ere feized, 
and, by the force of torments, difeovered all they knew, be- 
fore the other confpirators were aware that their plots were 
revealed. The depth of the confpiracy, and the quality 
and numbers of thofe concerned in it were fo great, that the 
tyrant was aftoniihed, and at a lofs bow to proc-eed. His firft 
care was to call into Florence troops from all the neighbour- 
ing garrifons : he then fummoned to his palace three hun-^ 
dred of the principal citizens, all or moft of whom were con- 
fpLrators, wkh a deflgn to ftrike off their heads, but under 
the pretence of taking their advice concerning the coofpiracy. 
All thofe proa^^ngs took up flx days, a^ upon the fe- 
venth tb^ citizens, inftead of obeying the tyrant’s fummons, 
as one /uSin, rofe in arms. It then appeared that three feve- 
‘ lal coefpiracies \ bad been formed, erch without the know^ 
ledge i#f the oth\^r; but all now united againft, the ]tyfant.r 
and, iith what afljis they could command, they beficgeo hiirr, 
in his' palace or citadel. At flrft he endeavoured to make 

refiftance; 
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tdiftance; but finding them i^folute, anti that there V7^s not 
in all Florence a family that had not enieicd into a general 
confpiracy, he propofed to tre?^ For this purpofe he gave 
liberljs.iO all whom he had imprX^ned on account of the con* 
fprPhcy, \nd particularly to Antonio Adimari^ one of the 
greateft men in Florence^ and to tlie prefidents, whom he 
^dil'mified with unufual marks of regard, and fent from his 
palace the popular fiandards, as pledges of tlfbir recovered 
liberties. 

The head of the confpirators Angelo AcciavloU ; and no He is be* 
popular confpiracy was^ perhaps, ever fo regularly carried {:sXi.fipgui and 
. The citizens laughed at the tyrant’s ccmpl’ances and olFers; expelled. 
but, though thtiy had no fettled authority to gtiide them, 
they met in the great churcl?, where they cjiofe rourtcen o# 
their number, the bifliop beir|tf thfir grincipaf, for rcfettling 
the government of the ftate. No^withftanding this, the fiege 
went on with more fury.^^' ./ ever; and tjje^tyrant, finding 
at laft that he mu(^^>^ield, thruft out of the citadel thofe 
officers and gufh-d^^v/hofe cruelty had rendered them moft 
obnoxious to the people, by vi’horn we:e inftantly put to 
death.* Their punilhments fomewhat foftened the fury of 
the befiegers ; and the bifliop, with his afiefl’ors, foon brought 
^hem into fuch a temper, that, upon a parfc/, Gualiieri con- 
fented to deliver up the citadel into the bands *of the four- 
teen, and to divert himfelf of all •power over Florence, It 
was wifely, at the fame time, fiipulated by the fourteen, that 
he fliould ratify /hofe articles as loon as he quitted the Flo- 
rentine territories. . All that he demanded in return was his 
life, which '.’.le fourteen with difficulty preferved, by keeping 
him for two di\ys within the callle, under a ftrong guard, 
and fending him off in the night-time to Cafantmo^ where 
he ratified the articles. His tyranny over continued 

above nine months. It is remaikable that the Arezzians^ 
the Pijlo'tam,^ and the Volterrans^ astif all had adled in con- 
cert, received ^leir liberties, and expelled the tyrant’s troops 
at the fame time# 


Though the Florentines had been beyond all example Dijictu/les 
unanimous in expelling their late tyrant, they were far and omer- 
.from being# fo as to the manner of refeitlinj^ their govern- 
ment. Their city and ftate were at this time in the, utmoft re/etiling 
confufion ; nor could they be faid to have any Jthcr ma- 
giftracy than the fourteen they had chofen. To them #as re- 
fcn*ed the care of refetfling the governmerit. IJpol dcU- 
beratifiii they agreed, that the power of th<^ prefidentsjlwho 
Iftid made fo glorious a ft and againrt the I.(te tyrant, (lould 
be reftored : thus far the government was ftand on its 
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old foundation. Soknething nev, however, was propo&d to 
be introduced, and»that the nubility, who had been highly 
iiiftrumental in expelling the Arant, Ihould, for that reafon, 
as well as to prevent futurf^dilTentions, which had to 
fatal to the ftate, be capacitated to a£t as prefiden'/i, and in 
other polls of the magiftracy. This innovation was like* 
wife agreed to : no meafures, however, were taken for re- 
iloring the courts of juftice, and the inftitution of compa* 
nies, it being alledgcd that fuch precautions were now ren* 
dered ufelefs, by the nobility being confolidated with the com- 
monalty in the government. The number of the city wards 
was reduced from fix to four ; of 'which the Traafarnine 
ward was one. vVhen the general e!e£iion ot prefidenrs came 
nn, four were chofen from the*^ nobility, and eight from the 
commonalty ; shd they toiek pofleffion of the palace, and all 
the badges of authority the/frad been deprived of by the ty- 
rant. All thofe regulations to^»k <*j)ace by the foie authority 
of the fourteen ' but they were moKj fpecious than lading, 
and though well meant, they were imph’^’riPhle. 

Civil itf* The people, feeing four noblemen upon the bench of the 
/cntionsu prcfidents, exclaimed againft adding to a power that wa** even 
too formidable before; and to tell the truth, hys Aretin^^ 
they had fome raafon. Heats and animofities foon revived in 
Florence^ where it was publicly faid, that by driving out one 
tyrant they \iad admitted hundreds. The bifhop faw, that 
civil commotions were upon the point of again breaking 
out. Though he himfelf was of one of the nobleft families 
in Florence^ he advifed the fourteen to fubn^it the modelling 
of the date to an aflembly of the people, as b'*,ing the only 
means of retaining fomewhat, whereas by an obdinate per- 
leverancc they might forfeit all. 7'his moderate counfel was 
rejeSed with great acrimony, and fome marks of contempt 
for its author, whom they put in mind how fcandaloufly 
the plebeians had fupported the late tyrant. The prelate, 
who was a man of refolution, retorted on tl>.e nobility their 
condufl on the fame occafion ; and words grew fo high, that 
they reached the ears of the people without doors, already 
ripe for an infurreSion. In an indant they were in a^ims, 
broke into the palace, pulled the nobility from t^e bench of 
the prefidcntrsT'^^d oi dered them to return home in a private 
• ftatioti,' ^This attack was what the nobles had fo little fore- 


, feen, ^bat they could that night come to no general refolu- 
tion.^' Next day, the people refolved to lofe no time, and at- 
taclwll, one by^ne, all the houfes of the nobility, dcuated 
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lA the Cifamine Florence^ whirt they eafily reduced, but with- 
out offering any violence to their perfons.* The nobility be- Tie mhi- 
ing more powerful in the Tri^arnine Florence^ the people Uty expeU 
foundf**niore refiftance there; 2^ laft they prevailed, and, 
though tiity^had plundered and deftroyed a few palaces where magif^ 
they had met with the greateft oppofition, yer they treated 
*the nobles and their families with oecoming refpedi, declar- 
ing that they fought from motives neither of hatred nor, re- 
venge, but of love to their country, the condicutioii of which * 
was dearer to them than themfelves. 

The people’s conq^eft over the nobility was glorious, The Flo- 
chiefly tiirough the moderation with which they proceeded, rentincs 
Their firft care Was to reftore the ancient forms of 'their con- 
ftitution, with fome immaterTal variations; ^and the chiei^*^^^^ 
pofts in their government wetp beftowftd on fuch plebeians 
as affe£ted the fmalleft pomp, and^pofieffed the leaft power. 

Ever flnee they had ha^ the dominion of^Aiezzo^ they had 
been embroiled on if^ -account, as Saco^ its former mafter, 
was ftill powac&v'^bugh to maintain his pietenfions. The 
Floreniines^^ettioxt^ with equal wifdqpi and magnanimity, 
cztneAh ^ refolution of reftoring to Arezzo its independency. 

For- this purpofe a folemn deputation was fent from Florence^ 
compliment the Arezziam upon having fc •nobly recovered 
>^hcir liberty, and to prefent them with a f ublic^inftrument, 
by which the Florentine people refighed for ever all title to 
any right of dominion over that city. The deputies executed 
their commiffion the moft folemn manner, and the pre- 
fent was received by the Arezziam with the utmoft raptures 
of joy and g»-'.titude. Soon after a confederacy was formed 
between the Perugians^ the Siennefe, the Arezziam^ and the 
Florentines^ who were placed at the head of it. 

The Florentines^ on farther confultation, confidercd them-^;^^;5^^^ 
felves as being ftill in a ftate of war with the Pifans^ becaufe peace ^ith 
they did not think themfelves bound ^by the peace the tyrant Pifa. 
had made. As cjhe Fifans^ however, had concluded it upon 
the principles of .good faith, the Florentines confented to re- 
new it with very few alterations. All thofe and other Icfs 
important tranfadfions happened the fame year the tyrant was 
expelled. , , 

Next year the Florentines paffed fome very fevere laws A. D. 
againft their nobility, particularly, that fuch of them as- were J j^t^; 
in foreign fervices ftiould, on bSing fummoned, repair to 
Flormce^ on pain of forfeiting all their eflates and enj^s. ^ 

The mptive of this law obvioufly was, left ?hofe noblellcn 
fllWuld acquire fuch power and intereft abropfl, as might tn- 
able them to diftuib the peace of the ftate at hr'me. About 
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the fame time anciher fevere faSi paiTed againft them : ihr a 
profecution was ordered agaiiyl the governors o^all forts and 
caftles belonging to Florence / of whom were nobles who 
had been appointed by thc^yrant. Hiftory is filent to the 
penalty inllii^ed upon them; but we are told 'that feveral, 
efpecially noblemen, were condemned on that account. 
Gaaltieri In the mean while, the expelled tyrant was foliciting his 
filicits the caufe at the court of France^ where he reprefented the Flo^ 
coiirt of rentines^ and the treatment he had received, in the raoft 
France, odious colours, inlifting upon being indemnified for all his 
loiTes out of the eftates of the Floreriines who were fettled in 
that kingdom.^ His complaints were fo well recei(^ed, that 
the latter fent advices of their danger to^thc magiftracy of 
^ Florence^ in the moft affe£lihg terms. This had no other 
cftedl on the Florentines^ tb?''. to make them pafs what we 
may call an acSl of attainder againft the tyrant, and to publifti 
a reward for any one who fhould bring in his head : at the 
fame time he was publicly executed* »"':j effigy, with the ut- 
moft marks of infamy and deteftation."'''*^’uC'“ proceedings, 
however, did not p^’event the Florentines from*' 'Vending an 
ambaflador to vindicate their condufl: at the court ox^F^-ance, 
Soon after his departure ambaffadors came from the kin^^ of 
France^ demarttlifig rettitution of what had been taken fro». 
the tyrant^ to the amount of a prodigious fum. The Flo--^ 
rentines received and treated them with all the refpefl: due to 
their maftec ; but expofed the cruelty, avarice, ambition, 
and oppreffions of the tyrant with fuch ftrcTigth of eloquence 
and evidence, that the ambafladors had nothing to reply. 
They then (hewed them his 2l&. of abdication, ''which he had 
ratified at a place where he could be under no apprehenfions 
of danger. After their audience, the ambalTadors were treated 
in the moft elegant fumptuous manner. 

This year the Florentine government furmounted a difficulty 
which in that age woeild, perhaps, have been unfurmount- 
able by any other people. The ftate had 'borrowed from its 
fubje^Is a large fum of money, amounting, to the beft of our 
calculation, to about fixty thoufand pounds fterling. ^ The 
low ftate of the public finances, at this time, did not admit of 
the government raying off' the debt, yet the public credit 
Original of m\x& be fijpported. As a middle way, every creditor had af- 
fap^. ere- fignments made to him, on the public revenue, at the rate 
Mt. . . of |tve per cent, the money itfclf being heaped up in the 
fori 1 pf a mount or bank (both which terms are ftill in' ufe). 
Txbfe affignn 1 [pnts were transferable like out ftocks, and nc- 
goliated in the- fame manner, their value rifmg or falling ac- 
cording tcyihc'profperity or diftrefles of the ftate. According 
/ 3 
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toAretin* (E), from whomyre h«v* thiff curious account* 
the Florentine flock was negotiated in thf fame manner as 
bargains are for any other merca ntile commodity. Here we, 
perhaps, have the firft rife of pajl^^jr credit. We have in the 
note giveis AretirC% words, which* to thofe not acquainted 
with mercaifille affairs, arc not quite clear. 

• In the beginning of the following year, the Florentine pco- A. D^ 
pie fcem to have been fo much intoxicated with sheir profpe- 1345, 
rous fituation, that they forgot their ufual moderation. Their 
hiftorians exclaim againft one law they then pafTed as being 
unjuft, and againft another as being ungrateful. By the for.* 
mer tha clergy was abtidged in all their privileges. The 
latter was a kir#d of an afl of refumptibn, which cancelled 
all grants that had been made hythe public to citizens for their^ 
paft fervices, by which many wer^ obliged fo return great 
part of their eftates, to the ruin sf their families. 

The fame year is noted for an event not much to the ho- Great 
nour of England. The Florentine family of Ae Bardi were bankrupted 
then the grcate(J;^,i.:iikers in Europe^ and had partnerfhips 
in moft tr^^ing nations. They had \tT\i Edward \l\. king 
of EmiaSzli about feven hundred thoufJnd crowms of gold, to 
affi^him in his French wars ; and his majefty not being punc- 
in his remittances, the Bardi became i^felvent. As they 
’'were in fuch high credit; that there was jcarce a family in 
Florence that had not money in their hands, the calamity 
was general, and occafioned fuch diftrufts between man and 
man, as amounted to a ftagnaiion of public credit. It ap- 
peared, however, upon infpciling the bankrupts accounts, 
that the company owed about two hundred thoufand crowns 
lefs than the king owed them. 

To add to the misfortunes of the Florentines^ they under- 
flood that Philips then king of France^ had fo far taken part 
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(E) Nommibus eorumn qulbus 
debebatm'y tributim de/criptis an-- 
nut wditus e publico conjeituti funt^ 
quina Jingulis centenis* ^anii^ 
states njero ip^s in unum coacer^va- 
tasi a Jimilitudine cuniulaaeiiy 
•vulgo Montem ^oca^ere\ idnue 
in ci'vitate pofiea fervatum, 
ties ovefpublica indigety in- 

hut a per/olvunt : Jolutorum *vero 
'‘^yntiifiones anmtas perdpiurit. Hi 
monte s cumulationefque pecunieirim 


belli 5 quidem crefeunt : pace mi^ ^ 
nuunluTy tropterea quod^ ahut.^ 
dante repuhlicuy dijjhiutio Jit crehra 
afque peremtio. ^antitatum ^ero 
defaiptarum lA^^^enditio ejl cM- 
Sus inter fe Jif permutatioy atque 
{ut in caieris mercimoniis) pro^ 
flmporCy pro fpe^ pro cqmrnodoym , 
viihuitur earifsn precium arj^e au^ 
gefeit. In euftorem cadcfi\com- 
moda, qua fe utus ipfe pelweptu* 
rus eratf trp’ij'mmtur, 
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with their late tyrant, that he ^ad ordered all Flormtines and 
their goods to be fej^zed^ who ftiould be found fixty days, af- 
ter the date of the order, within his kingdom. He was in- 
duced, no doubt, to this ferity by the vaft fupport thr Flo* 
nntines had given to his enemy and rival the king of England. 

Next year a general famine prevailed all ovik Italy^ and 
the Florentinei were obliged to buy up vaft ftocks of grain in 
Jfrica^ Sardinia^ and Sicily.^ which were imported into FI(h 
rence. Their humanity on thia occafion was as lignal as their 
providence ; for they gave bread to incredible nun bers of wo- 
men, children, and poor people, who flocked to their city 
from the country and the neighbouridg (fates, who had not 
been fo pro?/ident Their compafGon for the poor extended 
i^ill farther ; for they limited tho cafes and forms of arrefting 
a poor debtor All their precautions, however, could not 
hinder a pe(filential dffeafe frbm breaking out in the city, 
which is generally the confequence of famine, and of a place 
o/e'^ftocked with numbers of ftrangers.^ 
f During this year the Florentines recei'^dj*^,h-e{h mortifi- 
cation, by their hereditary enemy Charles of Lux^Jmrg^ fon 
to John king of Bohemhy and grandfon to the emper?/.\A2f«fy, ■ 
being raifed to the imperial dignity. This elevation, however, 
had no immediate ill confequence to the Florentinesy whu, 
about this time acquired the fovercignty of the town of St» 
MiniatOy whiih was delivered to them through the irrecon- 
cileable difl'chtions that reigned in the place. Famine and 
peftilence ftill prevailed all over Italy^ in the Florentine ter- 
ritories efpecially, which were this year vifited by a new 
gueft, Lewisy grandfon to Robert king of Naplesy their an- 
cient friend and proteftor. It is not our intention to enter 
here into a defeription of this prince and his family’s fortunes, 
which may be found in other parts of this work. The Flo^ 
rentines refolvcd not to intermeddle in the difpute between 
him and the king of Hungary y who had driven him out of 
Naples, and forbad his entering into their c]^y. This year 
it is faid, that no fewer than fixty thoufand Florentines died ; 
many of whom being men of the firft rank in the ftate, there 
was for fome time an almoft total celTation of public bufiriefs. 
All that the Florentines could do, was to reprefs the incur- 
fions of fome robbers, who came from the ^ppennines to, 
make their advantage of the public diilrelTes. Next year 
paffed in almoft the fame inaffivity, only the people of Colie 
* and Gehiani fubmitted to the Floren^ineSy their former m^f- 
ters, «ing impelied thereto by their domeftic diftentions. 
Somepllrong placf s belonging to the Vbaldiy which flicltere^' 
pj)bc?s upon the ^Jppenninesy were likewife taken. 
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year 1350 produce* great events in Florence, Gio^ A. D, 
vanni Vijeonii was then bifbop and^ mafte^ of Milan^ and the 1350. 
mod powerful prince then in. Lombardy^ having added Bo- 
bg za^xo his other dominions. VThe Florentines^ alarmed by 
the neig 7 *bourhood of fo powerful and arbitrary a prince, 
confulted how to oppofe him if he (hould attempt to extend 
his territories, and for that purpofe planned an alliance with 
Scaliger^ and the other dates, who weae equally jea- 

lous of his power, and, amongd others, the pope himfelf. A 
general meeting of deputies from all the confederates was 
held at Arezzo^ where the pope's legate likewife aiEded ; 
but, Sealiger\ death and many difficulties intervening, the ne- 
gotiations cami# to nothing. Vifeonti^ to avail himfelf of a Vifconti’i 
jundure fo favourable to hfe ambition, detached ScaligerJ^^^^^f^^* 
fon and fuccedbr from th^coniedejacy, a%»he did feveral • 
others who had been invitee i^to it, and made .them his 
friends. All this while he afFetded to keep a good corref- 
pondence with Florenre ; and, that he mi^rdifguife his true 
defigns, he i ' his general Barnabo to beGege a 

drong c^ in the Romagna^ his army then lying at Bologna, 

Anar his troops were many of tne Bolognefey and others, 
ymo were over awed or fufpedled by him, particularly the in- 
^f^bitants of Faenza and Friuli^ whom he,obliged to ferve in 
his army, left they might excite commotions againd him in his 
abfence. The troops, however, he chiefly depended upon 
were three thoufand horfeand fourthoufand foot, chiefly mer- 
cenaries, heade^l by Barnabo, The garrifon of Imola made a 
vigorous defence, fo that he was obliged to turn the liege into 
a kind of blockade. While this laded the Florentines had 
intelligence that the P'tfans were about to declare for Vifeonti^ . 
and that he was concerting meafures for making himfelf maf- 
ter of Pijioia and Prato. The lad is a fmall city, but in 
thofe days well fortiGed, and of all others of the greated dentines 
importance to the Florentines^ beejufe of its neighbourhood-^^"" 
to Florence. They knew that the inhabitants were torn into 
fadions, which was the great encouragement Vifeonti had ; 
and they refolved, if pollible, to be before-hand with him. 

After a Ihort conlultation, a large body of troops were in- 
dantly inarms, and they marched to Prato with the greateft 
fpeed but regularity, and pitched their fents* before the town, 
without offering the fmalled hodility. The Pratonefe 
were equally furprifed by their»fricndly, as they bad been by ^ 
tbeir hodile appearance; and i!t\t Florentines reafon.U with 
themTo mildly, but effedJually, that, opening thciAgatcs^ 

"Hhcy received them as their proteftors. 
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W Pir- Thi^ iinp|9rt;^0t ^hd unexpefied fucccls determined the 
toia^ Florentines next to atten^t Pytoi^^ a city of much greater 
power and (lrength,Tikewife in thte neighbourhood of Florence. 

A fedition that had lately hardened there, gave the Florefifinee 
a pretext for offering its magiftrates a body of troojv,,for pre- 
ferving the peace of their city. The offer was accepted of j 
but a very few of the Floreniines were introduced into Pijlosa^ * 
and thefe were bound by an oath of fidelity to the roagiftracy. 
Their numbers were one hundred horfe, and one hundred and;, 
ftfty foot. The Florentines^ defpairing thereby to gain their 
ends, refolvcd, if they could, to furprife their countrymen by 
a mafterly exploit, I'hey privately fen. for the exile^i who 
had been driven from Pijloia in the late infurredlion ; and it 
was agreed, that they fhould furprife that city in the night-time 
^ a fcalade ; apd that ^one^P^f^r, who was a commiffary of 
the Florentine army, fhoula fLut before to difpofe the Fla- 
rentines there to favour the attempt. Peter never difeharged 
this commiffion.i The exiles, however, thinking themfelves 
fure of the Florentines wiihiny performed^ ;h^^.^part with the 
^ utmoft intrepidity ; but after the greateft part'^&^hem had 

got over the wall, the P/Foians took the alarm, anp**.^erce 
encounter enfued, which 'was manfully fuftained by the exuV^v 
in a fure confidence of their being joined by the Florentine ^ 
part of the garrifon'. The latter, however, knowing nothing ^ 
of the confpiracy,*; feugh^; as bravely againft them as the 
Pijhians did ; and, at laff, the exiles were obliged to retreat 
by the fame way they came in. The Pijioiam^ at firft, ima- 
gined the attempt to be the aft of their oO^n exiles ; but 
coming to the truth, by examining their prifoners, they be- 
came doubly intent upon guarding their city and liberty: but, 
though they weie exafperated to the higheft degree, they gave 
an hououraWe d.imlliioa to the Florentine part of their garri- 
fon, on account of their fidelity and courage. 
after fufne It was perhaps thi. failure of fuccefs, chiefly, that opened 
fteilun of the mouths of rbe Florentines againft their prefidents, as if 
Jiicuii, they had hy their treachery rendered thtPiJmam^ a people 
nmarkabiy brave and refolute, their enemies ;* and had, as it 
were, driven them into the arms of Fifeonti, The wifcr 
among ft the Florentines^ however, reflefting that there was 
now no hopes of gaining over the Pijlcians by fair means, 
counfclled the people to lay afide all animofities, and to at- 
tempt to gain their point by fo^cc. I'his counfel was approved 
■orf, anditin three days time Pijhia was befieged by fiftee,n 
thipuf^inP Florentines'^ a prodigious number, when we confider 
the haiock of the^late pcftilence. Ifh^Piflomis prepared to^ 
make d brave dg.^ence ^ but the Florentines Ihewed fuch reluc- 
tance 
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tance at boftilitles, that daily ^conferences pafledl between the 
bedegers and the befieged. At laft all difficulties were got 
over, by means of the friends the Florentines had in 
and tjie Pijioians unanimoufly received a Florentine garrifon. 

Before this event, P'ifconti and his chief officers had al- Vifeonti 
ways mentioned the Florentines in terms of great refpedt and fends an 
friendthip \ but he now fummoned together his friends all over army into 
Tufeany Lotnhardy^ He acquainted them, that he hadTufcanyj 
difeovered a confpiracy that had been formed Sy fome Bolog^ 
nefe lords, for betraying that city to the Florentines^ whom he 
inveighed againft with great bitternefs. He then made a 
kind o/ a deduf^ion ol« all that their feveral countiies had fuf- 
fered from Florentines.^ and told them, that their only way 
to have reparation and reveqge was for every ftate to exert 
itfelf all at once to tall upon them* and that^e himfelf wouM 
lead them the way. His wait received with vaft ap- 

plaufe, a great army was alTembted, and the command of it 
given by him to Olegiano^ one of his relalio^s. His expedi- 
tion was fo great, he pafied the Appennines^ and encamped 
near Pijl^\^ beloie his march from Bologna was heard of. All 
that f]^f^^lorentineSy under their grcatialtonlfliment, could do, 
to throw a ftrong reinforcement of horfe and foot into 
me city, and to fend a deputation to expoftulatc with Olegiano* 

His anfwer was, that he was come, by ofder of the bifhopof 
Milan^ to obtain fatisfaftion for^the lofles a«d outrages his 
friends and allies bad received from Florentine people; 
and that they inuft either take him for their arbiter, or expedt 
the confequenLes. 7'he deputies upon this I'etc the camp, 
and he made difpofitions for Pijloia, His real n^^hlch he* 

tention, however, was to excite a revolt within the city in Pif- 

favour ; but being difappomted of that hope, and finding the 
gairifon prepared for a vigorous refiftance, he broke up the » 
liege, and marched diiedly through the Pratoneje c 

Flonnce. His army, according to Aretin confilted of above 
ten thou fa nd horfe and fix thoiffand foot, befides a great 
number of auxiliary troops and volunteers. It foon appeared, 
that Olegianofzs he had done at Pifloia^ depended more upon 
t*ie Florentine diflenfions than upon his own army, for the re- 
dudion of the city. All he did was taking a few inconfi- 
derable places, and ravaging the open*couptry ; for after his 
troops had paraded for ibme time before Florence^ he drew 
them off towards the vale oi j^ugelli* Upon this Florentines i^iege of ^ 

Jhrew a reinforcemenwinto Scarperia^ a garrifoned jjace tlrey Scarperisv 
bad there, and a town now famous for its cutlery waie. Tho’ . 

^ Arstina pag. 152* i 
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this place was not fortified roun^, yet the inhabitants and the 
garrifon baffled all the attempts of their enemies, and made 
an incredible defence. 

Cofftinua- This unfucccfsful expedi^n of Vifconti againft the</%- 
tioH of the rentimi occalioned commotions all over Lambardy ^and Tuf- 
twar. cany* Saco made an irruption upon the towns of the Upper 
Arno^ and attempted to take Varico* He was oppofed by the 
people of thofp parts, and by three hundred Florentine horfe, 
with fome Arezzians^ under the command of Ricafolanu who 
immediately prepared to fight Saco, The latter flood upon 
, the defenfive ; and Ricafolani^ knowing his troops were but 

raw, forbore to attack him, fo that Sacd in the night drew oiF 
his army. Ricafolani^ after this, though lY^zArezzians had 
left him, took Agnanl, Vifconti^* all this while, was not idle : 

fent an ambafi'Ldor to, 4 >er(uade the Ptfans to break off their 
league with the Florentines^ ^\x\^>NW\c\i cafe he promifed to 
affift them with a ftrong b'^dy of troops under Barnabo, The 
Gambacurii were then the moft poweiful family in Pifa^ 
friends to the Florentines^ and no ftrangers ambi- 

V tion. By their advice and influence, his ambaffadfirrs were 

difmiffed, without any ’'other reply, than that tho"^^.*?r 
would fend their anfwer by deputies of their own. Vifconti 
Vifconti finding he was trifled with, fent other ambaffadors to Pifd^ 
baffled at with moie fplendid retinues, and with inflru^lions to addrefs 
Pifa. Che people in a general affembly. Their difcourfc was artful, 
and adapted to the innate hatred the lower ranks of Pifa had 
againft the Florentines, But Frantefino Gainlarurti,, the head 
of that family, in a very fine fpeech, (hewed that the ruin of 
Florence would be but a prelude to that of Pifa, When he 
finifhed, the queflion was put, and it was unanimoufly car- 
ried, that the peace with Florence (hould be inviolably pre- 
ferved on the part of Pifa, 

The Flo- The Florentines^ perceiving the praSiccs of Vifconti^ in- 
rentinss creafed their domeftic forces; and took into their pay two 
augment thoufand five hundred GerSi^n horfe, who weqf! joined by 
two hundred Siennefe,^ and fix hundred Perugian cavalry was 
hourly expeded. The garrifon of Scarperia (lilt continued to 
<■ hold bravely our, and the Florentines had rcfolvcd to emplo^ 

all their power to raife the fiege, when Saco defeated the Pe~ 
rugiansy as they wpre 'marching to join their allies. I'he 
Arezzians^ therefore, were obliged to detach themfelvcs from 
the main army, and to return l;^ome, that they might baffle 
any attenfpts that might be made againft them. This, 
defeat oUiged the Florentines to alter their meafures, and 
damped me Scarperians^ who were now reduced to the greafeft 
diftrefs. ^Vicedommiy 2^ Florentine mhXzmm of great fpirit, to 

fee 
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feta generous example tohis^countiymen, broke through the 
befiegers camp in the night-time, and entered Scarperia with 
thirty horfe. This was but a feeble reinforcement ; and A4e^ 
did, a Florentine of great coui^ge, taking advantage of a 
ftormy night, entered the enemy^s camp, where it was weak- 
eft, with dne hundred horfe, and, with the lofs of twenty, he 
carried the reft fafe into the town. Thofe reinforcements, 
though but inconfiderable, gave fuch fpirit to the befteged, ^d raife 
that they baffled the moft vigorous attempts of^ their enemies 
with unparalleled courage and pcrfeverance ; fo that the be- 
fiegers were at laft obliged to repafs the jfppennines, and return 
to thcmBoIognefe. • 

The Florerjtines made noble acknowledgments for tht tbeir gene^ 
fervices performed them on tliis occafion. They doubled the rofitjf. 
pay of every common foidier of garrifoa^ they freed the ^ 
townfmen from the paymcrtt of ^all tkxes for ten years; they 
prefented John and his brother Silve/ier Media, who were 
honoured with knighthood, with five hundrad crowns of gold 
each, to be on their arms and equipages, and one 

hundred ^nd fifty for their table: but fome noblemen, who 
had J4^&wife fignalized themfelves, sparticularly the Donati, 

Rujp, and the Vicedomini, were mifreprefented to the 
>^eople. ^ 

About this time the family of the Brandali, then the moft: 
powerful 'mjirezzo, entered into a^correfpondellcc with Vifcon- 
ii, and fome other of their difcontented countrymen, for feizing 
that city. Oqc of the conipirators happened to be appointed 
to the cuftody of a tower, that commanded a gate leading 
into the country, which gave their fellow confpirators an 
aftlirance of fuccefs that they could not dillemble. As the 
magiftraces were examining thofe they fufpedled, Vifconii\ 
troops appeared before the gate, and the confpirators ftood x,oPrefer*vtd, 
their arms within the city. The Jrezzians, however, at- 
tacked their foreign enemies, who were in number fix hun- 
dred foot and three hundred hoPfe, fo rcfolutely, that they 
obliged them^to retreat, and give over their attempt. The 
tower and the houfes of the confpirators Continued, neverthe- 
Ifefs, to make a relblute defence ; and, after three days aflault, 
it was agreed, that the confpirators ftiould depart fafe out of 
Arezzo? Saco, however, about the fa*ne time, fucceeded in 
furprifing Burgo, a town of fome confequence belonging to 
the Perugians j and the town«of Anghri, belonging to them, 
Surrendered to him lilsewife. \ 

It now drew towards winter, and it was agreed amongft T^sTuC- 
^ the* confederate ftaies of Tufeany, who were the Florentines, can confix 
the Arezzians, the Perugiansy and the Sknnefey that they deraeyrt* 
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fhould malce the moft vigorous preparations for continuing the 
war next year. The Flofentine &agiftrates, on this occafion,. 
are feverely reprehended by their hiftorian for difmilling their 
native troops, and taking a bc^y of foreigners into their jpay. 
The confederates fent deputies to Avignon^ where t.he pope 
then rcfided, to invite him into the confederacy againft Vif- 
conti i but they returned fraught with promifes,and nothing elfe. 
During thole tranfaiSlions, Scarperia^ which had been fo 
bravely defended, was furprifed by a party of Vifconi’Cs troops, 
who had been encouraged to the attempt by the diffentions 
• fubfifting between the townfmeii and the garrifon ; but the 
' latter, forgetting all animofities, foon ^recovered the place, 

and drove the enemy out. During the fame^winter, Saco^ 
having ravaged the Perugian territories, obliged, or engaged, 
thfj people of Corypia to declare tor Fifeonti. 

Negotia- was now known zi-Florencet^M the pope and the French 

iions nxiith court had been prevailed upon, by Vifeonti^ not to intermeddle 
the empe- in the affairs of T^^fcfny ; fo that the confederates were obliged 
ror, to throw their eyes for afliftance towards a gowe^ whom they 
had feme time before confidercd as their capitll^eijVvTiy : this 
was the emperor Charle\\Y. He had no rcafon toitA'v^wcll 
fatisfied with the family ; and upon the confedew^^ 

fecretly applying to him, he agreed to fend a private agent to^ 
Florence^ to conceit nieufures for their rel’ef. About this 
time the Flor entries befieged, but in vain, the fort of Vertinay 
a caftle held by fome exiles, chiefly of the PJcafilani family ; 
and Ruffo^ the Florentine governor of the valley of Mugelli^ 
failed in an attempt to relieve the caftle of Lozola^ befieged 
by the Ubaldini : for this he was difmifi'ed from his command, 
which was given to another, who relieved the place, and beat 
the enemy. 

and the The Florentine deputies now renewed their felicitations at 
pope^ nx}ho Avignon^ as their laft effort with the pope, who, far from 
complying, prevailed upon them to agree to his mediating a 
eonfede- ppacc between Vifeonti and- the emperor ; and the former 

rates, being excommunicated, his holinefs took off from him alt 

the ecclefiaftical cenfurcs, and even remitted to him the pof- 
feffion of Bologv'a for twelve months ; and all this in confide* 
ration of a vail fiim of money paid him by Vifeonti. This 
done, all further talk^of a peace vanifhed j by which the 
Florentines plainly faw that they had been deceived and over- 
reached by his holinefs. As they thernfelves had been partly 
acQjflkry rfo their own difappointmenfe they were almoft, 
afhamed lo complain , but they rejc<S\ed a truce for a year. 


pro- 
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propofcd by the pope, between them and Ftfconti. The con- 
federates then renewed their applicatiqps to Charles i and, 
after various negociations, it was agreed, that he (hould march 
to liicir affiftance with an arrt\y againft Vifcomi^ upon their 
paying hiip a fubfidy, and acknowledging him to be the head 
of the Roman empire. The exiles in the caftle of Vertina^ 
who had before bafBed the attempts of the Florentines^ were 
now obliged to furrender upon a capitulation,«and the place 
was levelled to the ground. During the fummcr of this year 
the Florentines profecuted the war againft Baco^ whofe eftatcs 
they ravaged, and then defeated him in a pitched battle. 

To counterballance thofe advantages, the allies of Vifconti 
took fome piices in the Perugian territories ; but the Peru^ 
gians receiving a feafonabl(\4;einforcement of eight hundred 
horfe from Florence^ comjiJ^eatly^efi^ted tReir enemies, and • 
retook the places. The Are'z. iians were not fo. fuccefsful : 
they diftrufted all affiftance offered them by the Florentines^ 
and their territories were plundered by fhdlr enemies, efpe- 
cially by A great number of other flying a£tbns hap- 

pened^- ^e fame year, of little importance, and endlefs to 

^ During thofe tranfaclions, the reputation of the Floren- 
tine government gained ground. Fifcontk faw he had been 
mifinformed ; and that the riches brought them by foreign 
commerce were inexhauftible, and would always enable them 
to maintain powerful armies in the field. Add to all this, he 
was now infirn in his health, and had loft all hopes of gain- 
ing the Pifans : he therefore applied to Fiancejino Gambacurti^ 
his former oppofer at Pifay to mediate a peace between him 
and the confederates. That nobleman readily undertook llie 
office, and the Florentines as readily embiaccd the propofal. 

Deputies from all parts met at Sere%ana\ and, after great al- Terms of 
tercations, it was agreed, that a' peace (hould be Qonc\\xdti\ he- 
between the Florentines and their fonfederates, on the one part j the 

and the bif.op of Milan^ his adherents, and dependents, on I'^cu- 
the other; tbat the biftiop (hould withdraw all his troops and 
jgarrifons Uom Tvfcany^ and never after make war upon any of 
the Tufean dates ; that he fliould reftore all he had taken from 
the Ptjipians^ and leave Burgo to its ancient fieedom. If the 
Florentines (hould attack the Pifans or the Lucquefe^ the pre- 
late might fend them affiftance; and \\\^ Flo> entmes had the 
fame liberty, if either of tlif^fe ftates (hould be attacked^ by 
• the prelate. All th? Florentine and Perugian exilclis, on ac- 
count of the late war, were to be reftored ; but no other, un- * 
l^fs exprefly named in the treaty. Saco and bis family weie 
to be reftored to all their pofleflions in the Jrezzian territory 5 
f but 
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but none oF them Were to com^ nearer than the diHanre of 
four miles to that city *. Such were the general terms of 
this treaty, which contained a great many other articles and 
precautions, with regard to the exiles. According to 

the terms of this peace were inviolably kept on 
both fides, till the time ofFifconti*s death, which happened a 
few years after. 

Falfe muf~ So honourable a peace gave the Florentines now fome re- 
ters funijh- fpite to look into their domcftic concerns. Their firft inquiry 
was into the ftatc of their army, where they found the moft 
fcandalous abufes had been committed by their commiiTaries, 
and others, who had made falfe mufters."' Some of the delin- 
quents were brought to condign punifhment; and the 
tines honourably difcharged all m^?rcenaries from their fervice, 
and intirely betook thcnifelves"^to the arts of peace, which 
they were allowed to cultivate^ only for a few months. 
Origtnalof TiiE difeharge of the foreign mercenaries, though a mea- 
the Flo- fure wife and equitable in itfelf, brought great troubles upon 
rentine Tufean ftates. Moft of the mercenaries; Ending now 

no employment in Italy^ and confifting of outlaws from Ger- 
man ^an France.^ and other nations, united themfelves 

dtuL " command of one Mortally a Frenchman^ or a Lombardy (fo 
theTu/ran hiftorians ufe the fame name for both) and relblved 
to lay all Italy under contribution. They were foon joined 
by many and their numbers amounted to above eight 
thoufand horfe and four thoufand foot, all of them regular 
veteran troops, beHdes an immenfe number of fervants and 
attendants upon their camp. They fet out upon the principle 
of rapine; but each ftatc was at liberty to redeem itfelf from 
their ravages, upon paying the contributions at which they 
were taxed, Atter ravaging fome parts of Italy^ they pafled 
the Appennines^ and invaded the territory of Perugia^ which 
was obliged to pay them the contributions they demanded. 
The Florentines in vain endeavoured to form a confederacy 
againft them ; for the banditti, as they were c'llled, came 
within eight miles of Florence \ and the Florentinp^ as well as 
the Siemiefe^ were obliged to fatisfy their lawlefs demands. 
They met with the fame fuccefs at Arezzo^ and at Citta di 
Cajiello^ where they divided their plunder ; and about the 
beginning of OSfober they went into winter-quarters, 'where- 
ever they could make them good, 

ConduS of About this time the Genoefej who had for fome time 
fbernperormditildvadii an unequal war with the Venetians^ and other 
Charley 

^ Ar£T. p. 162. ® Manetti ubifupra, pag. 1065. 
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fneiplesy fubmicted tbemfelv^ to the protefiion of Vifcontif 
and put him in poflcffion of their city. • Upon this the 
tians^ the Paduans^ the Veronefe^ and i\ii Ferrarefe^ with all 
Vifeo'^ti's ancient enemies, applied to the emperor CharUsy 
who at their requeft entered ltalf\ but ftopt at Padua^ till he 
Ihould fee ^hat turn affairs Ihould take. In this critical con- 
Jundlure Vifeonti died, and was fucceeded in bis domiitions by 
his brother’s children* Their unanimity was fo great, that 
CharlcSy defpairing of any revolution in his favour, brought 
about a truce between the Mtlanefe and their enemies ; and, 
after remaining fome days at Milariy he marched to Pifoy and 
was admitted into that city. While he remained there, the 
Florentinesy th j Siemefey and Jrexziansy fent him^ a joint de- 
putationT but it foon appear^tbat the Sienmfe had feparate 
views, and intended to put th^tgfelvfs unde( the emperofs 
proteAion. The people ft" Volterra and MiniatOy without 
the knowledge of their allies \he Florentinesy furrendered 
themfelves and their territories to Charles 9 and at laft it was 
found, that the Florentines and the Arezzians were the only 
ffates who remained firm in the principles of their confede- 
racy. the other hand, Saco zni^agiolani complained to 
t^^ emperor of the hardfhip of the terms impofed upon them 
jiy the treaty of Serazana ; but Charles y whole great aim was 
to get money, gave no fatisfadion to eichl;r party, though he 
feemed rather to incline to the caufe of rtie Ai^zzians, The 
Florentines applied to him with better fuccefs ; and, by the 
affiftance of aground fum of money, obtained all they re- 
quefted. From Pifoy Charles marched to Volterray and from 
thence to MlniatOy and was received in both places. From 
thence he went to Siennoy where he was likewife received,, 
but not without oppofition. The Florentines at this lime 
were, of all the Italian Hates, his favourites, for having, by 
a prudent compliance, furnilhed him with money, which car- 
ried him to Romey where, with his emprefs, he was folemnly 
crowned. • 

About the beginning of the year 1355, Charles fet owt Death of 
from Rome Germany^ and, paffing through Tufeanyy he in- Saco, 
dtilged the Florentines and their allies in all their demands ; 
for which he is blamed by the German hiftorians, as having 
bartered all the imperial demefnes in kaly for money. This 
year the Florentines fortified Cajfianoy which had proved a re- 
treat for the banditti, who, during the emperor’s abode in 
Italyy feemed to have been pretty quiet. About ^his time 
Sacoy formerly lord of Arezzoy died, aged above eighty years, 

^ which he, almoft without interruption, fpent in the field. 

The day of his death was celebrated by the Florentines as that 

s / . . 
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ef fhdlr deKverance. The terrors of the banditti were again 
renewed, and the Florentines fortified fome other places againft 
them. But other dangers threatened the ftate. The em- 
peror, in all his proceedings^ had declared himfelf a Guelph ; 
and that faflion at Florence had power enough to carry an a£t 
againft any Gibelin^ or thedefeendant of one, holding any place 
of truft or profit in the ftate. This renewed all the public dif- 
tractions there, and frefli a£ls pafled to ftrengthen the power 
of the plebeians. 

7be Flo- About this time the Florentines^ whofe trade was now 
rentinc arrived at a prodigious height, finding that the Pifans wanted 
Jiaple re^ to extort unreafonably for the liberty of landing goods in 
moved to their pons, ordered their merchants to land thfim ztcftelamone^ 
now a fmall fortified town in.jbhe Stato de gliPrefidii. The 
moac. Pifans^ perccivijfg that/hejfc.were deprived of that valuable in- 
tercourfe, gave frequent* interruptions to the traders, 

who wdre obliged to carry their commodities by a long land- 
carriage to Flotlente. But the Florentines^ with a fpirit be- 
coming a free people, refolved not to be braved by the Pifans^ 
' even at fea ; and hired of the Provencals fifteen fhi^ of war, 

with which they not orhy protefled their own tradej car- 
ried terror to Pifa itfelf. ' 

Progre/s of The terror of the German banditti ftill hung over the 
the bandit^^tzAs of the Florentines. They now again appeared in the 
th kingdom of Niaples ;'from thence they proceeded to Lombardy i 

and, after ravaging the Milanefe^ they marched to the Bolog- 
nefe^ ftom whence they endeavoured to perpetrate into the 
Florentine territor/es ; but the Florentines had taken care to 


foitify the paflcs of the Appennines fo well, that they found it 
impra^licable to proceed. Upon this they promifed to retire 
towards their " 'm country, without fcarcely touching on the 
Florentine grounds, by the Cafantin, The Plorcnilnes either 
could not,, or would not, oppofc this .propofal 5 but, after 
they had entered upon the mountains, the country people, who 
had fuft'ered fo greatly by their depredations, ft'Il upon the 
fecond divifion of them fo furioiifly, with ll:onc;s from the tops 
part of of the rocks, which every w^ay furrounded them, that moft 
^^hom are of them were killed, without being able to make the fmalleft 
deftroyed. refiftancc ^ and all their booty fell into the hands of rheir con- 
querors, many of whbm were women, who fhared equally 
with the men in their fpoils. As to the firft divifion of the 
robbers, they reached Decumam^ a fmall village belonging to 
the Florentines^ carrying along with ttem the Florentine depu- 
ties, who had agreed to their march, and whom they 
threatened with deftrueftion, as foon as they heard of the total 
difeomfiture of their companions. Nothing could have faved 

them. 
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them, had not the robbers be^n here furrounded in the fame 
hianner as their companions bad been by the country people, 
equally intent upon revenge and plunder? The deputies in- 
terpofed, and by faving the robbeis from their rage, they 
favcd themfelves, though wiih great difficulty*, and without 
being thaniicd by either party. The country people were 
cxafperated at being difappointed of their prey, and the 
ditti upbraided the Ftorenilnes with breach of hdjli. 

Abou*}’ this time i):it Florentines effiedted an accommoda- 
tion between the Perugians and ihc ennefc^ and obliged both i}urcajl,L 
parties to ftand to theii award. 7'hc overthrow of one part 
of the^ banditti ferved»biit to infpire the other with thoughts 
of vengeance; and their rage was increafed by CoTitarh Lyndo^ 
their gerfCral, i Ger7nan ibldbr of fortune. He had been 
taken prifoner, and ftiipt of vvijcti ih^^recond divifioii 

was deftroyed ; but, findiH^ means to efcape, he now le- 
joined his followers. The late peace between the Sfenupfe ai;d 
the Perugians^ added three ihoufand Ger?n:ki korl’e, who were 
then difmifled, to the banditti. By this junction they weie 
fo formidable, that they refdved no longer to hazard them- 
felves in ifiouiuainoub riiaichcs, but to*torce their way through 
th^ champaign country into Tuftavy^ which they propofed to 
V'ivadc by the way ol Perugia^ to lave them the danger of 
' paffing the ^I'he vaft circuit* which this obliged 

them to take was of little inconvenience meif who lived by 
plunder, and who were marching through the fineft countries 
m Europe, They met vvith no interruption on their march, 
and before they arrived at Perugia^ the inhabitants fent depu- 
ties, who paid them a lum of money for the indemnification 
of their city ; and their example was' followed by the Slennefe 
and the PiJinjs, 'I'hus the faircll and moft populous provirrccs 
in Italy were laid under contribution by a {et of lawicfs ruffians, 
whofe progrefs increafed their numbers, as their barbarity did 
the horror in which they were held. Wherever they met with 
the leaft refiftanCe, ruin to the inhaffitants was the certain con- 
fequence: the'J? demolifhed towns, defoiated countries, flaugh- 
tered people, anti nothing but money could buy off their ravages. 

It was upon this occafion that the wifuom and magnani- 
mity of the Florentines (hone out with a luftre equal to that ot ?nity if 
the greateft ftares of antiquity. Inftcad»of being intimidated /i^.Jb'loren- 
by the example of their neighbours, or the numbers of 
banditti, they confidered ihen^ as monfters, wh'^.'e progrefs 
and crimes, far from i»eing any inducements to fubniit i6 
therri, were] the ftrongefl: motives for deffioying them. After 
the bandtttVha'd carried all before them, they collt(5Tcd coge- 
ftier all their force, and declared that Florcnci was ibe only 

Mod. Hut. Vcn., XXlfVL ^ ' objea 
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ohjcA they had in their eye wHen they undertook their long 
march, and that flv; was to expeft no favour. The moft re- 
fpe£table citizens of the Florentine Mies came to Florence^ to 
perfuade the people and mpgiftrates that they had no w^y to 
avoid certain deftru£lion, but to fend deputies to treat with the 
ruffians ; and that they might buy their peace clieaper than 
their quarters for a Tingle day in their territories would cod ' 
their date. Thofe and many other fpecious arguments were 
difdained by the Florentines^ who continued their Warlike pre- 
parations, and chok Pandolfo Malaujla for their general. In- 
dead of waiting within their walls, Malatejia led his troops 
to the field againd the banditti, and arrived at the Fefa jud 
at the tinfie when they had begun to inai'ch k^m Sienna 
^towards Florence with their /-fll force. But when, contrary 
to their expefliations, ‘the/tfodg^rdood that the Florentines had 
even impofed filence upon all advocates for an accommoda- 
tion with them, ^nd were waiting for them in order of battle, 
they were darefed \ and, after loitering for fome time in the 
'Siennefe^ they turned off towards the Volterran^ from thence 
to proceed to Pifa. I'he Florentine army followed them ; 
and paffing the Alfa at St, Miniato^ they again offered battle 
to the banditti, who declined it, and marched off towards .rhe 
Lucquefc, They I'vere purfued by the Florentines ; and nov) 1: 
appeared, tljat nq^true courage can animate a lawlefs fet of 
men ; for the banditti dill continued retreating. 

Mnired The attention of all Italy ^ had for fome time been em- 
4jr6//ltaJy.ploycd upon the firm condu£l of the Florehilnesy and it now 
became their admiration. The mod didant dates intcreded 
themfelves in the fate and fupport of fo much magnanimity, 
and wanted to fhare in the glory. The king of Sicily, Bar^ 
nabo duke of Milan, the Paduans, and the Ferrarefe, fent 
troops to ferve in the Florentine ar^. Thofe of Barnabo 
were headed by his fon Ambrofmi, The Arezzians fent them 
two hundred horfc, and as many foot, all of them picked 
troops i and fifty of the greateft Neapolitan robility ferved as 
volunteers in the campaign. The Germans^ at lad, drew up 
upon a high ground, where they thought it was impradticablc 
for the Florentines to affauk them ; but while. difpofitions for 
attacking them next day were malting, the banditti fet fire to 
bart’^ their camp in their night, and drew off with vad precipitation 
dUfi re- towards lAicca, from whence they fled into the Genoefe terri- 
pul/ed. . lories in their march towards the dutchy of Monfp^rat* 
Bejle^ien. Thus ended, to the immortal honour of Flor^ce, a dan- 
ger that threatened great calamity to her date. It probable, 
that had the banditti prevailed zg 2 L\s\kSlorence^ a.hfiwkirg-^ 
dom, fuch as that of the Lombards^ would have been ere&ed 
' • ■ . \ ^ in 
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In holy ; and nothing but their virant of a proper head, and 
feme other colour to their caufe than iha^ of mere robbery, 
could have prevented their fuccefs. All Europe was then Tull 
of foldiers of fortune, who, in time of peace, had no means 
of fubfiftingjbuc by rapine and plunder, as we lhall fooii have 
opportunity of (hewing more ar lar<;c. 

The Florentine general and his army, upon their return 
from the campaign, made a triumphal entry *1110 Florence^ /.i" 
where handfomc prefents were bellowed upon all the auxiliary 'vade Pa^ 
troops ; and never did the Florentine name appear with greater via. 
luftre, nor their ftate with more authority, than they did on 
that occifion. Perhaps their general was a little too delicate, 
in point ofcferm,^ when he refufed to purfuc the banditti into 
the Lucquefe^ for fear of vio!atif?^-^he [jeace wijh Pifans^^ 
who then held Lucca, Soon* ^*ter the army’s return to Flo- 
rence^ intelligence came that the binditri had made their ap- 
pearance near then belonging to Upon this 

the Florentine immediately ordered a detachment of one thou- 
fand horfe to Barnabo's afliiftance. 

, But the banditti-war was not the orjjr war this year car- Bibienna 
‘Tied on by the Florentines, The Ubertinz and Tarlati conti- taken by 
nued dill to be leading families in the y/r^zz/z 7 » date; and the //&^Fioren* 
chief of the Ubertini .had ferved the Florentines againft the tines, 
banditti, and had lod his fon in the’eampa^gn. Q'his ingra- 
tiated his family fo much with the Florentines^ that they ^avc 
the youth a mod magniheenc public burial, and bedowed the 
honour of knighthbod on his furviving brother. Great ani- 
mofities fubfiding between the two families, ihcUbertini per- 
fuaded the to declare war 2igsiin& Bibienna, then a 
ftrong place in the Cafantine^ held by the Tarlati^ but now an 
open markftt- town. The fiegc continued for two months; hue 
the place was at lad taken, and delivered up to the Florentines, 

Its reduction was followed by the furrender of the neighbour- 
ing forts held by the Tarlati, (of whdtn ^aco, whofc memory 
was fo obnoxious*to the Florentines^ had been the head) which 
were given to the Arezzians^ and his two Tons carried prifoners 
to Flfffence, 

Next year, diftcrences broke out between Barzialo and ^nrimbe 
Olegiano, VifiMntC^ nephews and fucceflbrs ; and Olegiamionv\A Bobg- 
himfelf obliged to make a furrender of Bologna 10 the pope^s 
legate. Upon this Barnabo marched an army into the 
Bolognefe, to difpute his t^ing pofleilion of it. A defperate 
war (?nfued ; in which, notwithftanding the recent connec- 
tions between the Florentines and Barnabo^ the former could 
not help wifliing fuccefs to the legate, as being the lefs for- 
midable nci?,hbour. This war^^ however* did not divert their 
^ K •? * axten- 
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attention from th^r domefiic concerns. One Nicola Acciaiotlr 
who had been long frrd minifter to the king and kingdom of 
Naples y and a man of great power and abilities, had for fome 
time refided \x\ Florence^ ^n'thc part of the legate; and had 
acquired fo much authority there, that the pecfplc imagined 
he afpired to a feat in their magiftracy. Upon this fufpicion» 
La-wpaJTed^^l paffeda law, that no man could be a magiftrate of Flo^ 
/«*Flo- who was the governor of, or held a poft in any other 

rence. town. Next year Volterra was reduced to the obedience of 
the Florentines^ through the dilTeniions of its own citizens. 
By this time, thro’ the removal of thh Florentine ioTela- 
mone^ the Pifan flate was rendered almoft ^ defart, and their 
^ ports abandoned. They had^ from time to time^'interrupted 
the f7^r£?»//wr^navigajiionirfco Telamone\ and fuch heart-burn- 
ings ar.ofe between the tyo Iffftes, that it was plain an open 
breach muft be the coniequence; a colourable pretext now 
being only w!infing, which foon prefented itfclf. The caftlc 
of Petrahona^ belonging to the Pi fans ^ had been feized by 
fome private perfons, and was now bclicged by their former 
mailers. Pietro GtAnbacurta^ being then an exife from Pfa^ 
lived a: Florence ; from whence he made feveral incurfions, at 
the head of his j:)wn followers, into the Pifan territory. Hrs 
being protedted by the Florentines^ gave the Pifans a pretext 
for entering upon hoflilities 5 and the Fhreniines under- 
took to raife the liege of Pcirabona^ which, however, was 
taken by the Pifans in their fight. ^ 

HW ixitb 'TviE Florentines looked upon this event as a dlfgrace to 
their arms, and in a few days after fell into \}^zPifa7i territory 
wiih a great army, in which were eight hundred horfe and four 
ihoufand foot, all of them mercenaiies. They encamped 
near Pacciole^ and reduced moft of the neighbouring garrifon?. 
Their general in this expedition was Bonifacio Lupo of Parma^ 
who, being a regular bred foldier, feldom deigned to confult 
with the Florentine preVidents, who always attended their ge- 
nerals ill the nature of ficld-deputies, or any of the other 
Florentines, This haughtinefs rendered fiim difagreeable to 
the Hate, and Rodolfo Faranio of Camerino took hisconvnand. 
The new general inftantly led his troops to the walls of Pfa^ 
and having forcefi his enemy’s lines, which theV thought im- 
pregnable, he found himfelf in an open plentiful country. 
Having wafled or burned till in the neighbourhood of Pifa^ 
he intercepted letters from Pacciok, diredlcd to the Pifan go- 
vernment, informing it of the weaknefs of the place, on ac- 
count of the flower of the garrifon and inhabitants having 
marched to plunder the territory of Volterra^ and beggin'g for 
a reinforclmenr, Varanio^ up^^>n this, marched direSly to Pae- 
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and arrived time enough to make fuch a difpofition of 
his troops as ^ cut off the return of marauders to the town, 
which was r^ced to fuch ftreights, that K was agreed, by a Pacciole 
capitulation, the place (liould be given up, if it was not fuc- hy 
coured by a certain day. The tfemmandant of the citadel ^^<?Floren*. 
refufed to agtee to this capitulation j but a large breach being nnes. 
made in the walls, the Fiorentines entered the place fword in 
hand, in hopes of having the plunder of it. ^ut upon the 
townfmen, who had made the capitulation, throwing them- 
felves upon their knees before Varartio and the Florentine pre- 
fidents, and laying the whole blame of the rcfiftance upon the 
commandant, they werft faved from plunder. Thii adt of 
compaffion/iiined the authority of Faranio m the sgmy, efpe- 
cially wiffi the mercenaries ; a^jd though he took a feW more 
places in the neighbourhood, yeiHi;;vo tJioufanCL horfe deferted 
from him ; and he was at lait obliged to refign his command 
to Pietro Fiirmtio^ who was efteemed one of the beft officers 
in Italy. • • ^ 

The war between Flornithm and Plfans all this 7 ,^^ Flo- 
lime went on bi iskly by Tea. The former had hired two great rentincs 
galleys froA the Gcmeje^ comman'^ed by Perino Gn?nal(Ily and enter thi 
two others were fent them from the kingdom of Naples^ port cf 
through the credit of Thofe four^rcat vefills, as Fifiu 

they were in thofe days thought, proved an overmatch for all 
the Pifan marine. They made defeents 411 altJhg the ene- 
my's coafts, where they took fome places of ftrei.gtji and im- 
portance; and a(,laft they even entered the harbour of Piftij 
by breaking through the great iron chain which fecured it, 
and which, carrying it off with them, they hung up in the old 
temple of Mars at Florence.^ as a trophy of their maritime 
pov/er, where it is faid to hang to this day. 

Early in the fpring, after Farnetio received his command, 
he attempted to furprife Lucca^ but mifeanied ; and five hun* and death 
dred Florentines were defeated by their enemies in the neigh- ^'Farne- 
bourhood of Ijarga^ then befieged*by the Ptfans. Thole 
checks ferved only to excite Farnetio to do lomething that 
might more than counter ballance them. He entered the 
Pipn territory, and came to a general engagement with their 
whole force ; in which he gave his enemies a total defeat, by 
taking priloncr their general, with a gr^at number of their 
foldiers, and almoft all their militaiy enfigns, which he car- 
ried back in great triumph xo^Florence. His modefty was 
eqijal to his glory, l^.c Florentines^ who, in all affairs of 
government and war, affected to imitate the Roman repub- 
licans: in a full aflembly offered him a crown of lauiel but 
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he refufed it, as being too great an honour, till he could pet- 
form' fome fervicepf eater confequencc to tl^ftate. 

Soon after this, Parmm again invaded i\\tlrifan territory, 
and skirmijfhed with his ^nemies at their very gates. We 
know not, however, that he made any difpofitionsfbr befieging 
the city; but it is certain, that, inftead of celebrating, as was 
the cuftom of the Italians in thole days, afFrontive abufive* 
games before the places they could not take, he ftruck under 
the walls of Pifa fomc coins, which carried his own device, 
that of a couchant His fuccefles delivered Barga from 
the lofvj; ftc*o;e it had fuftained 5 for no fooncr were they made 
known to ibe beft'^ged, by a detachment of horfe thrown into 
it bv Farmtio^ than the garrifon made fo br^sk ^ally, that 
drove their enemies of their entrenchments, and 
forced them to abandon TOc The Pifans muft now 

have fubmitted to whatevej^ terms the Florenitnes had pleafed 
to impofeupon them, had it not been for two events. The 
firft was the dearfi of the brave Farnctio^ v/ho was carried off 
bv a peftilential difeafe, in the midft of his viflories. The 
hiftory 6f the next event has its rife in that of England \ and . 
jlretin has lecountecl fo many curious particulars concern- 
ing the Englijh adventurers of that time in Italy^ unnaixed 
with the fid ions fth at prevailed concerning them, that an 
Englijh readej' mufk be pleafed with an authentic information ; 
the whole being hitherto juflly deemed little better than a 
romance. We find ourfelves, however, obliged to turn back 
to the Englijh hiftory to make our narrative olear. 

Cafe of the UpoN the conclufion of the treaty of in 1360, 

banditti^ bctw'cen Edward III. of England^ and king John of France^ 
and the a peace fucceeded between the two nations, which deprived a 
Englifh vaft number of foldiers of their bread, both princes keeping 
mercena- troops more than were fuflicient for garrifons It hap- 
pened, that, during the war, numbers of Englijh gentlemen 
and others had given lea^ to their retainers to build houfes, 
which were generally fortified, upon lands conquered from 
the French king, and given by king Edwe&d to his great 
lords, which lands now reverted to the French crown by the 
treaty of Brctigny. Many of the poffeflbrs of thofc caftics, 
as they were called, refufed to give them up, and \};ere there- 
fore proclaimed traitors by Edward*^ orders, though they pre- 
tended rhat they were in the pay of the king of Navarre^ 
yeho dilclaimed them ; fo thaR they were obliged to fubmit, 
Moft of the owneis of the callles ^ere men who had feen 

^ Aretin, p. 173. t Ibid. p. 173. 

* Barne’s Life of EdWard III. p. 6i u 
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a great deal of fervice, and ^ere either gentlemen by births 
or had raifed themfelves by* their merit. afraid to re- 

turn to England^ and unable to fubfift in France^ they con- 
fulrd togeMier how to make their fortunes by their fwords, 
and Italy naturally prefented itfelf firft to their thoughts. All 
France at ttiis time was filled with robberies by difbanded fol- 
diers, who, in the fpring of the year 1361, alfembled at 
Givry in Bnjfe^ to the number of fixteen thoufend ; many of 
them headed by the fame leaders who had commanded them 
in time of war. Their firft intention was to march to Avig^ 
noHt to plunder the pope’s immenfe treafures there. King 
John fcnt againft them James of Bourbon^ one of the moft 
confider^^le nrjbicmen in France \ but the companions, or 
late comers, (for they went both names^ foon beat hi? 
army with great flaughter,^and himfelf was killed, toge- 
ther with his fon. It is hard to^ fay what the confequence 
might have been, had not the to the number of four 

thoufand horfe and two thoufand foot, detefting the cruelties 
and excefles of their companions, feparated themfelves from 
the main Ijody, who foon after difnerfed themfelves into dif- 
ferent parties, and were taken either into the pay of the pope, 
or of other princes. 

The Englijh were commanded by Hawlcwood^ Acet^unt ef 

This extraordinary perfon was a native of Henir^bam in 
His father was a tanner, and he himfelf Sound apprentice 
a taylor, and by taking himfelf to the pradlicc of arms, he 
diftinguiflied himfelf fo greatly that he received the honour 
of knighthood, and probably before the peace of Breiigny 
he acquired a confiderable property as well as rank. His 
firft defign, and that of his officers under him, was to offer 
their ferviccs to Florence^ preferably to all other ftates, on 
account of the great loflcs the Florentines had fuffered by the 
money they had fo generoudy lent to the Englijh. Accord- 
ing to Aretin they actually m^ide the offer immediately 
upon the dea^h of Farnetio ; but their demands being too 
high, the Floreetiines rejefted them, and they were obliged to 
enter into the fervice of Pifa. The fame author gives an- 
ofher reafon for their preferring the fervice of Florence (and 
it is conjgrmed by our hiftories and* records) which is, that 
there was at that time fo great a number of Florentines in 
England^ that the EngliJlj looked upon rhofe in Italy as their 
own countrymen. • 

• P'rom this it appears, that Hawkwood did not enter 7/^^', 

Is commonly thought, fingle and unattended, but at the 

ft ' 
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nvL-i emcn hcsd of a very refpcclable force, which foon turned the tide 
ihf^ ihii of fuccefs again ft tlTe Floreniines, The Pifans^ without dif- 
ti:d'.) /sr- liculty, granted them all their demands ; and the Englijh no 
fooner took the fields thait they marched through Lucca^ 
Pijlo'xa^ and Prato^ and encamped at Firetola^ within two 
miles of Florence itfelf. The manner in which the Englijh 
made war was very different from what the Florentines had 
ever feen before, and incredible was the terror they fpread 
wherever they canr^e. They proceeded, it is true, Vi^ith fire, 
fword, and rjpine, in which they did no more than copy 
the pradtice of the Italians themfelvesf but returned to Pifa 
with a much greater booty than had ever been known there 
in fuch an expedition. The richnefs of it alKired^em to a 
ffcond enterprizp. They ma^ied from Pifa to Eiripoli, which 
lies between the uwqxs EIJa zi\^Ptfa\ arid \t2iv\ng Florence 
on the left hand, they can to in the vale of Arno ^ 
lb that they took ifr without much difficulty, and made there 
an incredible bocry. The boldncfs and rapidity of thofe ex- 
peditions (liuck the inhabitants with fuch contternation, that 
they abandoned many n/ ihcir towns, and the EnglfJI)^ almoft 
without refiftancc, took otlicrs. The Florentines marched 
their i'-my to Ancifa^ in the fame vale, where they entrenched 
themfclvcs ; but inTo awkward a w^ay, that ihcEngllJh forced 
their entierichf*rxnrs». took their camp, and drove them intp 
And fa. In this engagement the- Florentine general Pietro 

Far?ietio, brother to the formrr general of that name, was 
made prifener, together with a great number of other offi- 
cers and foldiers, and the Florentines loft all their i'Urriages 
He (^feais and baggage. Next day i\\€ Eftglijh broke through a wall 
l*!o- and ditch that reached from Ancija to the which 

icjuiueo. opened their way xo Florence ilfclf, where all were filled with 
amazement and difmay. Some blamed the generals, others 
the Ibldieis, and all agreed that they were betrayed, without 
allowing the valour of thtir enemies to have contributed to 
their misfortunes. Eight hqndred German horTe, who ferved 
in their camp, were immediately cafliiered ; and Pandolfo 
JHalatcJhy who happened to be at Florence during the Ijte 
overthrow, was appointed to fucceed the captive general, 
The Pifctns gave out that they would come by the way of 
Arezzo to Florence^ by a certain day which they named, and 
in a bravading manner defired the Florentines to be ready to 
Receive them. Upon this the Fhrentl'f'jSj who really believed 
them to be in earneft, fortified St, Miniaio with five hundred 
fcldiers, and threw up firong entrenchments for defending all 
the avenues to their city, waiting for their enemies with the 
cMixHty, ljut th? foldiers having no ftomach 

' for 
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for the expedition, the EngUJh left them at Ftgline^ and for* 
cing all the Florentine entrenchments in the night time, they 
came by break of day to RipoUy within two miles of Florence^ 
belore their march was heard of. The whole city was in- 
ftantly filled with uproar and confternation, and every man 
who could carry arms drew cut before the gate; fo that, in- 
cluding the army which was then in Florencey their number 
could not be fewer than thirty thoufand mon, againft fix 
thoufand Englip ; but they never once thought of attacking 
the enemy ; all their care was to defend themfelvcs. From 
Florence the EngUJh returned to FigUncy with a great many 
captives, and a large booty ; and from thence marched to 
Are%zo<9f lb thJt, to ufc AreMs own words, they* knocked by 
turns at the gates of Florentc and Arezzo^ .taking Figline in 
the midway, and nothings continues *he, coilld be more ter- * 
rible than the found of their narikc. 

By the clofe of the campaign, however, ^ the captives the Sfrafagem 
Englip had made were fo numerous, and their booty fo un- o/'/Z^^rEng- 
wieldy, that they were at fomc lofs in contriving how tolifli- ^ 
carry thcxi back to Ppy efpecially as the way was encum- 
bered and difficult. But this they eliedted by the following 
extraordinary ftratagem. They fent a formal meffage to Flo- 
rencey inviting the prefidents to affitt in celebrating mafs with 
them in Salviano"^ church at Florencey^n th^ thirteenth of 
November. Were not the fa£t fo well attefted as it is by 
their own hifiorian % one could fcarcely imagine that the 
Florentines were abfurd enough to give implicit credit to the 
rneflage, and inftead of making difpofitions for harraffing 
and preventing the retreat of their enemies, they thought 
of nothing but of preparing to defend themfelves by the ap- ^ 
pointed day, while the EngUpy fetting fire to their camp at 
Figliney returned unmolefted to Pifa with all their plunder 
, and prifoners. 

It is aftoniJbing that a peopV?, who, but a few months 
before had behaved with fuch firmnefs and intrepidity as 
Florentines dichagainft a numerous Germamxmyy (hould trem-p^/p'®^ 
ye within their own walls at the fight of a handful of Eng- ' 
lipy whofe motives for fighting were much the fame as thofe 
of the Germans had been : but it is .impoffible to account 
for the difference of difpofitions, which the alteration of cir- 
cumftances may make amongft a people. The were 

received in triumph Jby the Pifansy and by them admitted, to 
winter in their city. According to our author, they had no 
f^afon to be fond of their new guefts ; for they had nothing 
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they could call their own ; the Enjglijh engrolHng all both-, 
witiiout and within^ doors. As to the Florentines^ they no 
fooner heard that the Englijh were gone into winter-quarters 
than they took. the field, and totally defeated the Pifansj w^ho 
were beiieging Barga. The Pifans applied to the Englijh^ 
who refufing to make a winter campaign, the ^ifam were 
every where worfted. 

During the winter both parties prepared for a vigorous 
campaign. The Florentines hired troops in Frame and Ger* 
viany^ and the Ptfans took into their pay three thoufand 6Vr- 
man horfe. The Florentine mercenaries did not arrive time 
enough to prevent the Pifans from opening the campaign 
with great advantages ; but it does not appear^ thai^tjie 

had ever been fond of afting in conjundiion with the 
Pifans I for this 'year they Grtiffed )the jiver in a fe- 

parate body, and fell into ^he vaTe of Mvgelli^ where they 
got great booty, and made many prifoners. As to the Pifans 
and the Germans, they encamped between Prato and Pijhia. 
The Florentines were thus obliged to divide their troops ; 
part were allotted for the defence of the city, and part to 
check the depredations* of the Englijh, who, however, re- 
turned to the Pifan camp, without feeing any enemy. The 
reft of the campaigi^ confided as ufual of horrid depredations ; 
and the Florentines^ from their walls, had the mortification 
to fee their territory \ll in flames around them, and to hear 
the voices of their enemies, while they were befieging iheir 
city. In the mean while, however, a Florcntim body of horfe 
fcoured the country round Pifa, and aitcmped, to take Leg- 
horn, but were obliged to return home, left their retreat fliould 
have been cut off. 
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It is probable that the Pifans, before the end of this 
campaign, would have made themfelves niafters of Fhence, 
had not the Florentines w'ith the EngliJ})^ by offering 

them large fums to change jtheir party. I’he Englijh pleaded 
their honour, and refufed to fight againft \htji^ifans\ but 
were prevailed upon not to fight againft the Florentines, and 
ofl'ercd to enter into their fervice againft any other enemy 
than the Pifans, Dut the Englijh general, Hawkwood, witli 
a fpiric far above his birth, rejeded a neutrality of jny kind, 
and, at the head of*one thoufand of his countrymen, re- 
mained in the Pifan fervice. The defedlion of the Englijh 
from the Pifans, gave the Fl'nentines vaft fpirits, and they 
made Galeoto Malatejla general of thfiir army, which now 
amounted to above ten tfioufand foot and four thoufand 
hoife, all regular troops. MalaUjia was one of the beft^ 
ofliceis then and he led bis army without lofs 

• " * within 



within four miles oSPifa. Tht Pifant of late bad learned 
to defpife the Florentines ; . and having entire reliance on 
the valour and abilities of Hawkwood^ they determined to give 
thnr enemies battle. Havjkwood^ Imowhig how much his 
army had been weakened by the defedlion of the En^lijh, pro- 
ceeded cautioufly : he ordered a few fquadrons of his horfe 
to make frequent incuriions towards the Florentine camp, and 
then to retire. This was repeated fo often, jthat the Floren* 
tines at lafl: difregarded their alarms, which Hauukwood ob- 
ferving, he ordered the afTauIt to be renewed, and made diC* 
pofitions for fupporting his fquadrons, who were then com- 
manded to pufli on* to the enemy’s camp with his whole 
force.^ The ^ifans^ who made the attempt, were repelled 
by the valour of the Arezzinns in the Florentine army, ^d, 
being fcconded b)nhe Florentines^ •eight hundred of them • 
were killed, and two thou fand taken prifoners. Upon 
Hawkwood gave a fignal for a retreat, which was performed 
in fuch good order to Sabino^ where the Win body lay, thatww. 
Malatejia ordered no purfuit ihould be made. After this the 
Florentines returned home, and made a pompous exhibition 
of their prifoners along the ftreets t>f their city. Malatejlet 
then again took the field ; but be Icarcely bad entered the 
Pifan territory when his army refufed to piarch farther, unlefs 
they were gratified with double pay. With great difficulty 
he appeafed them; but in a day or*(wo after the mutiny 
again broke out with fuch fury, that bloodfhed enfued, and 
Malatejia^ no? chufing to proceed while bis army w’as in 
fuch a temper, returned to Florence. 

The Florentines retained fo much of the Roman republican 
fpirit, that when defeated they refufed to treat of 
but now that they had gained the vidlory, great numbers Fioren- 
amongft them began to talk of an accommodation, and fometines, 
urged it in the ftrongeft terms. Some political confiderations 
intermingled with this defire of ppace ; for the more fcnfible 
of the FkrerAme magiftracy became apprcbenfive, if the Pifans 
were too far puflied, that they would throw ihemfclvcs under 
the proteftion of Barnabo duke of Milan^ who only wanted 
fuch a pretext to make himfelf matter o^Tufeany. peace 

by the niediation of the pope, the Pifans fent deputies to Pefr-jjith the 
eta., where they conferred with thofc ffom Florence, During pifans. 
thofc conferences Barnabo prevailed with yohn Agnelli^ a Pi* 
fan.^ a creature of his own", to make himfelf chief magiftrate, . 
and this battened tTie conclufion of the peace, which was 
both honourable and advantageous for Florence. Petrabona 
^was given up to Florentines ; iomzFifan fortifications were 
etazed, and the Pifans w|re re-admitted to all their former 

i£mu* 
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immunities in Florence, Ten thoufand ducats of gdd.werc 
agreed to be paid in five years by the Pifans to the Florentines ; 
and the latter had the glory of hearing the peace proclaimed 
at Pefda^ in their own territory, while their army was in 
that of Pifa. The common people of Florence^ however, 
were fo far from being fatisfied with thofe terms, ‘that Carlo 
Strozza^ who had mediated the peace under the pope, was 
in danger of hk life from their rage. Soon after his holinefs 
invited the emperor Charles IV. into Italy ^ to defend him 
againft Barnabo^ and perfuaded the Florentines to fend four 
of their principal citizens to attend him. His holinefs was 
at great pains to bring the Florentines to an immediate decla- 
ration againfl? Barnahoj bat they flatly declined jr, arid thereby 
highly incenfed both the pope and the emperor. The latter, 
who had depended chiefiy up^ th^/V^' being fo poor 

that he could not pay an army, was obliged to clap up a 
peace with di{bandcd his foldiers, and went with a 

very mean retinue to Rome, Lombardy being now at peace, 
t.'ibarles intimated a defign he had of vifiting Florence, The 
Florentines immediately guefled the truth, which was, that his 
vifit w’ould end in a derhand of money, and they font feme 
deputies to him to found his difpofuions towards their re-^ 
public. Charles reegived thep with great frernneft, and up- 
braided their <;^oveinment for having ufurped upon the ini-- 
perial nuthoriiy. H{^ at the fame time demanded of the 7^/^- 
wr, that. they fhould deliver up to him all PratolinCy 
the ydterran^ and Lucgiirfe tenitork^s, v 

V’- s.vv- 7'o give weight to this demand, lie raifed fome troops and 
marched to Lucca ^ where he was honourably received ; but 
s/nfifs foldiers committing fome hoftilities at St, Miniato^ the 

‘^‘ibihe Fhrenilnes aflembicd their army and repelled foicc by force. 

This and fome other events that fell out, about the fame 
time, at Sienna and Pifa^ threw all Tufeany once more into 
war; but all united again^ the emperor, who was obliged ' 
(o return to Germany. It is faid, however, not^ithouc pro- 
hr.bility", that the Florentines^ before Charles left Italy^ made 
him a prefent of money for confirming their privileges. A 
c/jarrel at this time happened between the Florentines and 
the inhabitants of St, Miniato^ which being befieged by the 
FJoieniincs.^ Barnabo dame to relieve, on pretence of being 
invited thereto by the Miniaiefe, The Florentines upbraided 
hip for the ungenerous return he had made to their not Tiding 
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<vlth the pope and the emperor againft him ; and underfland- 
ing his army was fet out to relieve the town, they prefled 
the fiege with more vigour than ever. Bamab^s general on 
this occafion was the famous Sir yolm Hawl'u/ocJy a name 
ftill terrible to the Florentines^ whofe general was Giovanni 
Reginoy reckoned likewife an able foldier. When Havak- Hawk- 
wood approached the Florentine camp, he found it fortified in wood - 
fuch a manner that it was unadvifeable to^attaclc it. feats tie 
.therefore, drew oiF to the diftance of about ten miles. This Floren- 
gave the Florentine magiftrates and common foldiers fi:ch fpi-tinJi. 
rits, that they upbraided Regtno with cowardice, for refufing 
to Ibad then! againtl: the enemy. Finding that all his re- 
mon0*-aAces ivere vain, ‘‘ Let us march thcn,,faid he, fince 
“ it muft needs be fo. Thofe giddy-headed blundereis fiiall 
‘‘ foon find ihat'l^n^eftitute neither of»courage nor con- i 
“ duft.*’ He then left a fufficient number for defending the 
camp, and began his march b} break of day againft Haivk- 
wood^ who no fooner faw the Florentiriis advar.ee in order of 
battle, than he afliired himfelf of vidtory. He ordered his 
regular .^roops to take a plentiful refreftiment, and to con- 
tain themfelves within their trenclfes ; but fe.nt out his irre- 
gulars of all kinds to (kirmifh with his enemies, and thereby 
to encrcafe their fatigue after fo long yiarch, during a fu!- 
try day. This ftratagem had .the defired eftedt, and Ua'ijjk- 
wood<t at the critical minute, fell with*' his tieOi troops upon 
the Florentines with fo much fury, that he obtained a cheap 
and a complete vidlory. The Floientine general was taken 
prifoner : the number of the flam and captives was veiy 
great, and the' rout was total. 

Notwithstanding ibis vidtory, the Florentines before St. Mini- 
Sr. Muiiato made fo good a countenance, that 
durft not attempt to raife the fiegc, which, after the Flo- 
rentine manner of proceeding, was carried on with greater 
fpirit after their defeat than it hjd been Lefore. Evco/i^/ax^- 
fali«!g in with his vidtorious army into their country 
did not (hake their refolution ; and at lafl the place being he- 
^ trayed to them, the author.*? of the revolt were cariicd loFlo- 
renccj and there put to death. • . 

LUCCA was then pofl'efled by an imperial governor, who 7 ^^ 
had flrengthebed his garrifon with fomc of troops, rentines 

They were difmiHed from that fcrvice upon the governor turchafe 
covering that they defignedtto make themfelves mafters freedom fir 

• city. Upon thei?" dlfinitlion the governor ofrered to rtfftore Luc- 
itiz Lucquefe to full freedom upon paying him twenty-five quefe, 

theufand 
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thoufand crowns of gold ^ (A) $ t>ut t\it Lucquefe^ having long 
loft their liberty^ were confequently without property ; and that 
noble city and fertile^ territory was not able to raife fo poor a 
fum, though it was to purchafe them the ineftimable blefling 
of freedom. The Florentines generoufly and difintcreftedly 
lent it to them, and fent it by fome of their ableft citizens, 
who aififted the Lucquefe in new modelling their ftatc, they 
having, during their long thraldom, forgotten all the ori- 
ginal principles of their conftitution and government. The 
nrft ftep the Lucquefe took to fecure their recovered liberty, 
was to demolifli the fort that Cqftruccio had built .to bridle 
their city. c 

Great po^ Florentines at this time held in their handsu the ba- 

Ucy of lance of power in Lombardy^ if not all over italyy and it is 
Floren- wonderful with vmat addrefs wid refoli**!N..'i ihey managed it. 
tines. In refentment of Barnabo haying ftirred up the revolt of St» 
MiniatOy they entered into 2- treaty with pope Urban at Vi*^ 
terboy and fent eight hundred horfe to the ailiftance of his 
legate at Bologna. Barnabo was at that timebcfiegingjRc^^/^, 
in the Bologn 7 fe\ and while the Florentine horfe were on their 
march, fome of his party appeared about Pi/a, .This obliged 
the Florentines to rccal their cavalry for fome time j but Bar^ 
nabobs troops declined an engagement ; and the Florentines 
refuming their inarch to Lombarefyy came time enough to af- 
fift in beating harnaky :.r.d in raifing the fiege of Reggio, 
The exceflive heats and fatigues of this campaign coft Do- 
naiiy the Florentine genera), his life. Soon after a peace fuc- 
ceeded between the> pope and Barnabo ; and the Florentines^ 
having withdrawn their troops from Lombardyy fent depu- 
ties loAvigmuy to congratulate Gi egory XL upon his accef- 
fion to the popedom. Thofe deputies found his holinefs 
fomewhac difl'atisfied with regard to the ftate of affairs in Tuf- 
cany\ but matters were fomewhat cleared up when theP^- 
rugiansy 'hx want of the necellaries of life, were obliged to ‘ 
fubmit themfelvcs to bis legate, and that too without terms* 

^ Aretin, pag. 179. 

I 

(A) There is no fuch coin as eleven thoufand and fixty-onc 
a crown of gold in ^ r^fcany ; pounds one (hilling and three- 
but according to Mr. Bkfching\ pence fterling, at the prefent 
calculation (1), the fum here rate of money, 
demanded feems to amount to 

(i) Ses Evjcbin^i Geography^ voUiii. pag, 8. 
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*A kind of in accommodation, however, was clapiped op Tie- 
tWeen his bolincfs and the Fiorentines^ ^in Vfh'ich were in- 
cluded the Pi/ans and Siennefe^ the Arezzians^ and the Luc^ 

^uefin 

"Fhe Florentines had now lodg prefervcd the face of do- 
meftic unanimity; they had met with no blows but what 
were eafily recoverable, and the riches of their ftate at thrs 
time were beyond belief. The deniocratical p^rt of their go- 
vernment was in fome rcfpe£ts peihaps too prevalent; but it 
h*ad the efFeft pf prefervin^ unanimity amongft the noble 
or great familiei. Some of thofe families, however, by ac- 
commodating f/hemfelVes partly to the manners and partly to 
the profeflions pf the plebeians, had rifen to prodigious wealth 
and credit with their fdlow-citizens. Of thefe the chi^f 
were the famines* and Rkd^ who/Jiaving feparate 
inierefts, fplit the wlioleuate into fadlions. The Florentine 
plebeians, upon recolleflion, hac^good fenfe enough to con- 
clude that one or other of thofe families might invade their 
conftitution, and therefore a public a£t pafled, that neither 
of them fliould be admitted into any poft of truft or power 
in the ftate. This refolute but ratfcnal determination was 
fucceeded by fome years of fo great tranquility, as to afford 
nothing material for hiftory to tranfmit during that period, 
farther than, that all the powejr of the Uhaldi^ the ancient 
enemies of the Florentine ftate, was^obi^h extinguiflijri in the 
' Cafantine ; and that many noble edifices, thoOglt erc£ied 
in that infant age of true tafte, now arofe, and ftill do cre- 
dit to Italy. 

We are how arrived at the year 13751 which opens a new A. D. 
feene of hiftory. Ever fince the time of ChmentW, the ^*375* 
popes had generally been either Frenchmen,^ or in the French Great jj)i* 
intereftj and, refiding at Avignon^ they had managed their 
Italian pofleffions by legates, or governors, who of all mankind 
"were the rn oft execrable and oppryffive. Under the fpeclous^^”®^ - , 
(hew of papaj^ authority, they extended their tyranny over free 
ftates; they tpolc the banditti, with which Italy then fwarmed,^^'^^* 
into their pay ; and they juftified the moft execrable of their 
alSions, when unfuccefsful, by their mafter’s orders, and 
when fucyiefsful, by the plenitude of their own power, both 
which they knew to be indifputable. Their exceffes put the 
Florentines to great inconveniences. They had always pro- 
feffed themfelves Guelphs^ and fo artfully had they managed 
matters, that the 'popes had never been able to diilblve 
their conftitution. The papal court and legates, fenfible of 
jthe Florentine fyftem of policy, durft not break with their 
fta^e, and depended upoj^ accidents for bending them to 
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the pope’s wilL An accident of that kind prefented itfalf 
this year. The Florentine ftate was aiHicEled with famine) 
through the flerility of the feafon) and had applied again 
and again to the legate of Bologna for fome relief, which he 
flatly refufed them. The cutumn promifed well \ but the 
legate, determined to impofe the papal yoke on the necks of 
the Florentines^ fent a great army into their territories, to 
prevent their reaping their harveft. The reader is here to 
obferve, that all Italy continued flill to be full of mercenary 
foldiers, and fuch were they whom the legate employed cn 
this occafion ; the Florentines^ therefore, v/iijily rcfolvcd to fee 
rather than fight their enemies, whe, for nioney, became 
their good friends, to the legate’s great furpiize and difap- 
pointment. About the fame time it was dife jvered,T,rhat the 
legate had praffifed with the inhabium*?, of to revolt 
from the Florentines^ which migh- nave been attended with 
the ruin of the Florentine Pate. 

Thev en- The elevated genius d the Florentine government arid 
^age the people again manifefted itfelf on this occafion. All orders 
Italian and ranks united in a hearty deteftation of the clergy ; but 
Jiatestoaf‘2X the fame time wi^out any virulent expreflicjs of their 
Jert their indignation. They chofe eight of the ableft and moft un- 
liherties. exceptionable men in their ftate as a council of war ; and 
the plan on which they proceeded, was the nobleft that can 
be imagined, V. for if confifted in exciting the neighbouring 
Hates to aflert their liberties. Impelled and aflifted by them, 
the inhabitants of Citta di Cajiello took arms againft the gar- 
rifon that bridled them, and expelled it. I'he pope’s legate 
at 'Ferugia fent a body of troops to reinforce |thc garrifon, 
and the Perugians took that opportunity of taking ar.Tis, ex- 
pelling the legate, and making themfelves malters of the 
Itrong citadel built to overawe them ; all which they did by 
the affiftance of the Florentines. After this the people of Spo^ 
lettOj Gnbioy Forli, Viterboy and a great many other places in 
the papal dominions, efpevially in the Pefearoy declared ihcm- 
felves independent of the pope. In fhort, the^'flame that had 
been long fmothered, now blazed forth in full fury. The 
Italians had long detefted the pride and haughtinefs of Mie 
legates, who, as our author ^ elegantly exprefles himfelf, em- 
ployed no arts of goyernn;ent but foldiers and citadels. The 
Florcntinesy fenfible of this, did all they could to fpread the 
conflagration wider, their fundamental policy confifling in 
having as few powerful neighbours as pcffble. The people 
of Granavioli^ a place now fo inconfiderable, that it is fcarcely 

» AaETiN, pag. i8x« 
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fniarked in the maps of Itafy^ took arms againft tho legate, and 
he fent Hawkwood^ Who, with his fhiall band of ^nglijkmin^ 
was now in the pope’s pay, from BolognTi^ to reduce thenfi. 

Scarcely had Hawkwood left Bologna^ when the Boignefe^ hav- 
ing ocen before prepared by th^ Florentine council of war, 
took arms pnd aflerted their own independency, vi^hich they 
had no foo’her done than they received a powerful reinforce- 
ment from Florence to maintain it. 

The view we have exhibited of the Rates of Tufcatiy^ and 
Its neighbourhoo*d, is taken from the moft unqueftionable 
Italian authorititjS before the reformation ; and therefore we 
canhot doubt tpat Hujukwood and his Englijhmen^ though 
they had been hited for conveniency by the pope or his le- 
gate, in their. (pwn hearts moft fincerely deteftedf the papal 
tyranny. Hamkrvp/i^i^ ^erccivi ng that Granavioli was irre- 
coverable, took up his qtnnters in Faenza^ where, according 
to our author*, a great many afl:.; of violence^ and' fome of 
cruelty were committed; and zt Il.wkwood^ perhaps^ 
becauie he was not paid by the legate, fold the place to the 
Ferrarefe. 

PopJE Gy'-egtiry was theft at Avignon^, but was minutely in- 
formed of every thing that had happened in Italy^ and had 
thundered out his excommunications againft Florence. Upoit 
this Florentines^ who were always decent*,* a*ppointed AlcjJ'an* 
dro Antilla and Donato Barbadorib^ tSiJl-rf the moft learned 
and elaqiient men of their ftate, to goto Avignon^ and to 
plead the caufe of Florence before the pope ; but though they 
did this in the moft moving manner, the interdidls againft 
Florence were confirmed, and their goods fentcnced to be 
Confifeated wherever found. The fpirit which Barhadoria 
manifefted on this occafion was great and memorable. As Courage of 
foon as the pope had pronounced the fcntence againft his a Floren^ 
country, he turned round to an image of God, and in the tine 
hearing of his holinefs, he exclaimed^, “ Oh God ! we the deputy^ 

deputies of the Florentines^ appeal to thy equity from this 
** unjuft fenteftcc of thy vicar. Thou who art fubjedt neither 
‘ to deceit ftof anger ; Thou who loveft the liberty but not 
i jhe flavery of thy people; Thou who hateft tyrants, and 
“ the lufts of tyrants, defend at this time the liberty of the 
' “ Fkrentlie people, and become their aijfpicious guardian.” 

The pope, in order tft reduce the Bolognefe^ whofe revolt pope 
he entirely imputed to the Florentines^ hired a body of Bretons^ 
who, in autumn arrived in Italy ; upon which the f 

Florentines fent the greateft part of their own troops to defend 

* Aretin, pag. i8i. 
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Bologna^ and blocked up all the pafTes of the Appennine^^ to 
exclude the enemy from their territory. The legate of (je- 
neva headi'd the B^tonSj v^ho confided of fix thoufand horfe 
and three .^oufand foot ; but he affedted to proceed with vaft 
tendernefs tx)wards the Bolo^nefe. He fuffered no ravages to 
bb committed in their territory, and fent feveral meilages, 
oiffering them pardon and amnefty for all that ''had palfed^ 
•which inclined a great number of the inhabitants to fubmit; 
and at lad a <con(piracy was formed for that purpofe, which 
was defeated by the vigilance of Varanio of Camerino. The 
legate ftill continued to hover round the fcity. About the 
fame time another confpiracy was ^ifcove.ied, for putting 
Arezzo into the hands of Solo's fons j and\ the confpirators 
were brought to condign punifhment. TovI;ardser the end of 
^he fummer xkio Bretcyis^ being baffled in af their ^attempts 
againft Florenie^ retired to Cefenci '^^/wned its gates to 

them. The new guefts, however, behaved with fuch biuta- 
lity in their quarters, tba»/the inhabitants ran to their arms, 
and after killing about fourfeore of them upon the fpot, 
drove the reft out of tb^ir city. The crafty legate feemed 
to fide with the townfmen, and at lad periuaded the latter 
to lay down their arms, which they had fcarccly done when 
the legate again introduced his Breiom into the city, where 
they maflacied <h'^ee ihoufind of the townfmen. 
end comes While jhe flames of war were thus fpreading all over 
to Italy. pop® h^vflug* laken a frefti body of Englijh into his 

pay, left Avignon^ and came to Italy^ in hopes of refloring 
the papal authority in that country. Being arrived at Rosne^ 
he invited the Florentines to treat of peace with him, and 
deputies were named accordingly ; but after a month’s con- 
ferences the pope’s demands were fo high, that they returned 
to Florence without any thing being concluded ; upon tvhich 
the Florentines made preparations for continuina: the war with 
greater vigour than ever. In this they were fecietly aflifted 
by Barnarbo of Milan \ ?»nd they found means to bring ovt^' 
to their fervice the Englijh who were in the pope’s pay. This 
defeflion gave his holinefs vad uneafinefs. , The eight Flo^ 
rentines^ who had hitherto a£ied as field deputies, had be^ 
haved fo well, that their commiffions were continued by 'the 
magiftracy, to the ^reat difeontent of the people, , The pope 
laid hold of this variance to widen the breach between them, 
and fent letters by his agents, directed not as ufual to the 
magiftracy, but to the people of Florence. loading the depu- 
ties with grievous accufations. But tlhis expedient failed of 
fuccefs, aiKl raifed the people’s indignation, not fo mijch 
againft the deputies as againft the pope. The intcrdidl ftill 
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’ fontihued ; but by th^ authority of the magiftr4::y and peo* 
pie, *all religious ordinances were celebrated in the Ihu^che? 
as ufual. At laft the pope, who was Gregory XI. /ntrigucd 
mihjohn the bifliop o\ Arezzo ^ to bring that ciry^ver from 
its al fiance with the Florentines ; but the Arezziatrs no fooner 
underftood this than they ran to arms, and not only expelled 
•the bifliop and all his adherents, but burned down their 
houfes^ and put fome of his relations, who had been engaged 
in the con fpi racy, .to death. , 

That fame Rodalfo of Camerim^ the Florentine FIo- 

neral, feized Fabrilmo^ by confent of the citizens, who wanted rentines 
to put themfelves ^nder tthe Florentine proteSion ; but wheny^/2^ Fa« 
the Florentine fie^-deputies demanded, on the pa|;t of thehriano* 
republic, ^offeflioli of the place, he not only refufed to give 
it up, but went fervice of their e^emiea^j^and received * 

from the pope the cominafju of five hundred horfe. Per- 
haps the admiflion of the EngHJb iiiim the Florentine fervice, 
was the true caufe of his defeclionX The Florentines hung 
his effigies, with all the marks of infmy, through the molt 
public parts of the city, and deprived Him of Fabriano, To- 
wards the end of the year, by the mediation of Barnabo of 
Milan^ a treaty was fet on foot between the Florentines and 
the pope, who had now recovered /full pofieflion of Bologna^ 
and the conferences were held at ;*but when both 

parties were on the point of an aq^ai^i^idatiort the pope 
died, and the negotiation was broken off. 
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rentines engaged in a War with the Milanefe ; Suc^ ^ 
cejfes of the Florentines •, Continuation of the Hiftory 
ofjhe brave John Hawkwood ; Peace between 
^ D 2 Ga- 
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^ The Htfiery »f FloreAcer 

Gft^eazzo and the Florentines, who enter httf a 
Lei^ue witb^ the French King in the Tear 1395. 

T T PO the death of pope Gregory XL the cardinals being 
^ met to chufe his fucceiTor, the inhabitant| of ttome befec 
the conclave, and demanded that he ihould be a Romany o^ 
at leafl: an Italian^ and not a Frenchman or foreigner ^ upon 
which BariholomeWy archbi{hop of Bariy a NeapoUtany was 
chofen. Being a proud intradiable man,) the cardinals .pre- 
tended that they were under conftf lint when they chofe him ; 
and retiring to Fundiy they pror:;pded a new eledion, 
which fell upon the bifhop of Geneva ; ^he fame*who had 
been the* pope’s legate in Tnfcanyy and headed the Bre- 
tons. The firft took the name of Urban and the latter 
that of Clerfient Vllr and thus ^DIihaa:.*.bn of a fchifm was 
laid, which lafled from competitor to competitor to the year 
1417. The Florentine/y however, acknowledged Urban for 
the true pope, and the, ibhifm fo wholly engro&d the minds 
of the public, that aF farther thoughts of war between the 
pope and the Florentines were dropt. 

A STATE of tranquility thus fucceeding, civil commotions 

■ as ufual arofe amongft "he Florentines. The power of the 

■ eight officers, \*’hoin wc*'havc called field-deputies, became 
novir formidable to th e, nobility, who loaded them with the 
blame of all thaPTRS 'i lorentines had fufFered from the inter- 
difts of the popes ; and their party being very powerful in 
the ftate, they renewed an abfurd ill-grounded law, by 
which the pofterity of thofe who bad been proferibed, were 
difqualified from any fhaie in the magiflracy. Their pro- 
ceedings were attended with great rigour and injufiice, and 
admonitions were fent round to all they diQiked, difeharging 
them from their pods in the public, or difqualifying them 
from entering upon any. This tyranny at laft became in- 
tolerable, and Silve/ler^Midixy or Mediciy who was then ll^e 
gonfalonier, refolving to leftrain it, preren.ed fome propofai^ 
to the magidracy for that purpofe, which meeting with oppc(- 
fition, a general infurredton of the people enfued, inj^hi«^i 
the houfes of thofe who had been the mod forward in ex^ 
crcifing this admonitory law were burnt or d^droyed, andr- 
their owners would have undergone the fame fate, had they 
not faved themfclves by flight. An end being thus put to 
the admonitory law, eighty citizens w'^^re cbofen to form a 
kind of court of appeal, to redrefs the grievances of all who 
had fuflFered by it. But this triumph of the populace was 
attended with fatal effects to the ftate* The loweft the 

-fabble. 
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nbble, and men of the moil defperate fortunes, tRoutfat thqr 
had as good a right as the moft creditable citizen/ had to 
places in the magiftracy, and began to form cj^als and 
nightly meetings, each carving oua the poft he deigned for 
himfelf in th^ government. The prefidents having proof Altiratms 
*of thofe nightly meetings \ four of the principals were or- 
dered to be apprehended, that the bottom of their defigna 
might be known. ^ The mob upon this took aiins, and de* 
maoded that th^ir fellows ihouid be releafed ; but this not 
being immediately complcd with, they burnt down the houfe 
of Luigi Gmcdarn^ni^ wkV^ happened then to be gonfalonier, 
as they *did the l)oufes of great many rich citizens ; and 
they had^.veh thi infolencc toliang, in the fight of the pre* 
fidents themfelveL one of the magjftrates, who had been ac-* 
tive in endeavouring to fuppitfs them. They then proceeded 
to the palace of the prefidents, and other public offices, 
which they broke open and plundered, and^forced the preli- 
dents to refign their authority, and p return back as private 
men to their own houfes. After this Ihey entered the palace Michael 
in triumph, and chofe Miclmd of the meaneftLandi 

amongft themfelves, gonfalonier, and the reft of the magiftracy chojengon* 
out of their own order j but feeme/ ftill to have fome regard 
for Silvefler MedtXy and another Nknight Benedt^ Alberti : 
but their authority could not prcveni^ ihf goods ©f the rich 
from being plundered, the beft of the citizens from being 
driven into exile, ,and the moft horrid outrages from being 
perpetrated. 

The Florentine hiftorian ^ on this occafion indulges himfelf His che.* 
in many very fenfible remarks upon the danger of magiftrates 
taking part with the people in their attempts, forcibly to re- 
gulate even what is amifs in a ftate. He obferves, that tho* 

Medix was one of the worthieft men in Flormccy and tho’ the 


admonitory law was deteftable in itfelf, yet the manner in 
^hich it was repealed was the occafidn of all the public cala- 
,^mities that immtSliately enfued, by giving the common peo- 
^ pie an opportunity of knowing their own ftrength. A kind 
pi n^iracle, however, interpofed at this difordeily juncture in 
favour of Florence. 


'' MICHAEL LANDI (A), the rebel’s gonfalonier, tho’ 
chofen by them for the defperate ftate of his fortune, and the 

intre- 


. ^ AretinTT'^B* *9®* ^ ' 

(A) Machtavely who, for par- tumults, than perhaps becomes | 
ticul?^ rcafons of his own, is the dignity of fo great a writer | 
more i*i\nute in deferibing thofe^ as he was, tells us that this very 

\ L 3 ’ extra- r' 
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intrepidiftr a? his conduct, happened to be a wife) worthy, 
and brav\ man. ^He had ferved Ipng abroad ; had ftudied 
the naturekboth of men and government ; and he had fome- 
what noble^nd commanding m his manner and perfon. Had 
it not been for his virtue, there had now been ap end of the 
conftitution and government of Florence^ as the ungovernable , 

• paflion of the people for blood, rapine, revenge, and deva- 
ftation appeared every day to gather ftrengtii. Laniti feems to 
have foielecn this, and endeavoured to ftojJ its progrefs. Far 
from being daunted by the fury of Vis countrymen, he cha- 
ftized it with fo much dignity of lt/Viaviouj\ that, defperate 
as they weie, they durfl- not o h £ him. iThe mot), how- 
ever, refolved to wreak their r upon the Vrefidents, whofe 
^palace they bt/et, commanding tiieni to co^'ie down to their 
tribunal, to fafs fuch laws as fr*o'^al3^be'“'propored to them, 
and which were in themieWes deteftable. The prefidents had 
foreften this attack, and^aving barricadoed their palace, they 
anfwcred from a windovi, that they were refolved not to ap- 
pear in public yli the i.oters had laid down their arms, and 
fhould attend them ip u refpedable manner, psomifing they 
would then pal's fuch good laws as fhould be legally pro- 
pofed. The rioters percer^ing thole prefidents not to be of 
the fame timid’etfl: with jneir prccleceflbrs, departed, and in 
a few days after c y^altd ght prelidents of their own, whom 
they inverted with alfthe badges of public power. It is won- 
derful to confider the cfledis that even the appearance of 
public authority has upon the minds of men ; for fome of the 
moft refpeftable citizens in Florence complied with the mock 
tribunal, which went on in the regular difpatch of bufinefs. 
This acquieiccncc gave the ufurpers fu much encouragement, 
that they ventured to fend fome of their officers, and of their 
clerks, to the legal prefidents demanding them to fwear to 
the validity of their decrees and proceedings. The formality 
and folemnity with which this demand was made, ftartled thk 
prefidents fo much, that they were enclined 16 comply, when\ 
the gonfalonier drawing his fword, cut tine of the meflen- [ 

gers acrof^ the face, ran another thro’ the body, and diovq the\. 
reft out of the houle. He had gone too far to flop there ; he 
fnatched uptheftanflardofjuftice, carried it into the flreetinone 
hand, with his drawn fword in the other, and being mounted 
on a very fine horfe, he fummoned all who wifhed well to 

f , ^ ' 

extraordinary perfon, when he comber of wool; that he was 

was cletrtcd, happened to have bare-footed, and had feareq a 
the ftandard of julMce in his rag to cover hitn. 
that by trade he was a . 
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their country to attend him. Being^ foon 
band of brave worthy citizens, he refoluttrly 
phee where the mock tribunal was held, but foifnd it aban- 
doned : for the party, underftanding what treatment their 
mefTengersihad met with, had taken arms, and were then 
inarching through other quarters of the town, with a defign 
to attack the palace of the prefidents on its weakeft fide? ^ 
The gonfalonieir upon this returned to the palice, but found ^ 
the avenues to it befet by the fa£liqn. That magiftrate had Hefuhduei 
had the prefetice of miiid to every part of the palace in therabblim ^ 
a ftate^of defenc.! an/ popular attempt during his ab- 

fence, and he attacked t/^{rioters with fo much intrepidity, 
that they vfereAut to flight totally difperfed. 

The peace lof rity being thus j-eftored^ a new magf- 
ftracy was regularly choicii at the ftated time ; but a law * 
paflTed that from thenceforth no p .efident ihould be chofen out 
of the lower ranks of the* peopleX and e»en two, who had 
been elected, were on that accourV cxaudlorated, and their 
places fupplied by two knights, one of whom was Gregorio 
Scala^ one •of the greateft citizen! ip Florence^ and a pro- 
fefled enemy to the admonitory I^Ws. Our hiftorian ** informs 
us, that the peace of the city vi/s greatly confirmed by pope 
Urban relieving it from the int»dict under which his pre- 
deceflbr had laid it. \ . • 

An elegant writer ' obferves, that the Florentines made the ReficStionw 
fame figuie at ^his time in Italy 2is Athenians had done in 
Greece. The fine arts appeared in no part of Europe but 
amongft them : and they were by far the moft refpefted people 
in Italy, Their civil diflentions, however unhappy, encreafed 
their courage, and added to their experience. In matters of 
religion, though they profeffed themfelves votaries to the fee 
of Romcy they cxercifcd the independency that became a free 
people, and were, perhaps, the moft void of fuperftition of 
any we read of in hiftory. When fhe pope touched upon the 
firing of foverSigniy over them, they a6ted with the fame (pi- 
rit againft him* as they had done againft the emperors and 
tb*“ir own tyrants ; and what is moft incredible in that bigot- 
ted age, his fulminations and interdids ferved but to cn- 
creafe th^r unanimity in defpifing thgm, while in other 
countries thev were dethroning princes, and fubverting con- 
fiitutions. Next to this the great charadlcr of the Florentines 
coiififted in the faith witR which they fulfilled all thei-V 

engagements, and in their paffion for freeing all the other *. 


♦ Aret. 


p. 191. ^ A|inales dc I’Eirpirc, parVotjAiRB 
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ftat^9 of Jiffy tymnfly. We do not pretend to fky th^f; 
this psilfijoA was eniirfijy difiotereflcd, becapie, as the Jibs^ 
mam did an^pgft the ftates of Greeca^ the Florentines always 
took the lesA^amojig^ thofe of Italy \ but it ought to be men- 
tioned, to their honour, that we have not upon record any 
Z&, of unprovoked oppreihon that they were guilty of towards 
, their neighbours; por do we know one inftance of their 

'' infringing the «terms upon which an/ peoplef'came into their 
‘ alliance, or urider their protc<3ion (B). 

From the foregoing pa*?^ of this ^'iflory, our readers will 
Florence, pgj.j;gjyg there exited at timedn Florence three 
different ranks of men, the noWest the commons, or ple- 
beians, and the rab^ ’ . TLe fow^tner excelled in dignity and 
riches, the fecepd in f *rit and integritVj^ndkbe latter were 
diflinguilh^’d by brutj force and ft?sl5itSdy ‘tounfe^ The 
commons .beheld with horror the precipice from which they 
had lately efcaped,^ar^d to/vhich they had been led by their 
too violent averlion to tue nobility. Aretin and Machiavel 
are very juftly profufe il their commendations of Michael 
Landi^ who, had he not been proof againft all ai^bition and 
difhonefty, might have ere Ued at this time, over his country, 
a tyranny worfe than any (iK had yet experienced, nay worfe 
than what flic war threatepd with by the duke of Athens, 
His wifdom w^s equ al to hyf’ integrity. By his influence the 
corporations of uieTneiircr fort of people were annulled, as 
were all the oflicec they had bellowed, his own and that of 
Lewis Pucchio,, and fome others of high quality, excepted. In 
Other refpeds the diflribution of public honours was wife and 
politic, being divided between the greater and the lefler trades, 
of whom five of the latter and four of the former were always , 
to rcfide with the magiftracy, who were now all nobility, ii^ 
the palace. This preference of the lower tiades had a vyon- 


(B) We have hitherto chkfly 
followed Ar-uin in this hillory, 
both becaufe he was prior in 
point of time, and moll difin- 
terefted with regard to fadls, 
not to mention the beauty of 
}iis flile and manner. ' Mackia- 
after him wrote indeed the 
hillory of Florence^ but he adapt- 
^ it to the junftjjre of time in ^ 
ji/hioh he lived ; a confideration 
j to which we ought to have no 
.1 yegard, efpecially as there is no 
) n;aterial difference in fafts be- 


tween him and Aretirty or thp \ 
other hiftorians.o But as we arc 
now come to a period very neaf 
near to that in which the family 
of Medicis began to make fne 
chief figure in Florence^ Machia- 
veFs information, as to fads, 
muft be fuppofed fuperior to 
that of any other hillorian of 
that agC'c^TTountry, and there- 
fore we muft confider his hilloiy 
as our chief diredory to the 
year in which it is finilhed. 

; dciful 
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deiful eSe£| in i^tling jtbe pf the poorer, ixtf it 
laid the foundation pf a new diftiofliop in pLrenm between 
the nopular and the plebeian faftion. The formed confifting 
of the rich citizens, and the I<^ter of the poorer ; but 
rence at thi$ time Jay under another inconveniency, which 
may be faid to have been inherent to its constitution. Placa- 
bility and forgivepefs formed no part of that people’s charaftef r 
and during thofe'^ivil diffentions, which lafted three years, a ^ 
geeat number of citizens^ad been driven info exile. ^ 

Those exiles patur;(lJ wiw*‘ed ?u a body, and, having zProceiJ^ 
ftrong party within <-'hey became very formidable to ings of the 

the maJ.fiH;racy. At rendezvoufed near SUnna, and exHes. 

they attempted |to make *\rv’nnfelves matters of Fighini^ but 
were difappoim^^d. After this, part pf them .entered into rh‘e 
fervice of CbarUi'iX who, at* the inlfigation of pope 

JJrban^ was then making preparations for a war againft the 
unhappy 'Joan queen of Naples^ bVaufe fhe adhered to his 
rival dement. This increafed the iVieafinefs of iht Florentine 
government, as Charles was ttrongljj Supported by his kinfman 
the king r#-* Hungary^ The Ftor^imes., however, without 
being difconcerted with the difRcubpes they had to encounter, 
lent deputies to wait upon Chafes^ under pretence of me- 
diating a peace between the Venetians and [hi Genoefe ; but, in 
reality, to difeover his fentiment?\towards theV flate. The 
deputies were Sifozzi^ Barbadorio^^^nSi ^henevenuto. Having 
difeharged their commiflion, they returned to Florence^ where The Flo- 
they differed in their report. Strozzi made light of Charles 
and his power ; but inveighed bitterly againft the exiles. Bar^ ambaffa’- 
badorio was of a different opinion as to Charles and his views ; ^ors^ differ. 
but faid he had not given himfelf the trouble to enquire aught 
about the exiles, which brought him into a fufpicion of fa- 
vouring them. Gianazzo of Salerno was then lieutenant- 
general to Charles in Italy^ and, aflembling all the Florentine 
exiles, be made difpotttions for marching from Bologna to 
Florence. Tb^ magiftracy there being informed of this fa£t, 
and that a grCat party within the city was ready to receive 
hip, the whole ftate was thrown into confufion. The in- 
former was Antonio count of Brufeoliy a man of very bad prin- 
ciples ; ac:d he named amongft the confpirators fome of the 
greacett nobility, particularly Peter Albiziy Charles Stozziy 
Capriani Maugion., Giacomo Sacchettiy Donato Barbadorioy Phi- 
lip Strozzi, and J finfelmi. ^ Albizi was then the moft rcr 
fpe£l:ed citizen ot Florenccy and was living upon his own eftate" 
in the country, where the Florentine foldiers feized him. \ 
Though his tenants could vfily have refeued him, yet fo edn- ^ 
feib^*? was he of his own ini^cence, that he commanded theb: 1 
'' to 
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to deilft, ^^d went along with his guards. CarloStrozzi alone 
efcaped ; »d, to inCreafe the terror of the citizens, new levies 
oP troops vi^rc made ; and four perfons (A), of whom Thmas 
Strozzi and Bsnnet Alberti ase only named, were appointed, 
with a kind of didfatorial power, to command the army and 
militia, and to take care that the ftate (hould receive no pre- 
jlidice. The trials of the illuftrious prifonerf^then came on, 
lles\nno~ and all the hoiTors of a too democratlcal government appeared 
centifpia in their ftrongeft colours. The whofe name we know 

u death, not, appointed to try thcuv,. t|d them, even of the 
fufpicion of treafon ; but fuch ^Jjfifury of the mob^ that, 
befetting the tribunal, they would^'**?*.^^ torn him to pieces, 
had he not tbund them guilty ; //.u they were Accordingly put 
td death. The«mob then laid downj]lfii»^fms, and each 
returned to his* own home. But tfiey foon refumed them, 
when the time for the eleffion of new prefidents approached. 
The Florentine hiftt^rians yry juftly bewail the ftate of their 
country at this time. Thpy who prefidcd in the government 
were confcious that they» had been guilty of murdering the 
noble ft and moft innocf nti perfons of the ftate, aifd trembled 
at the confequences. Tht i they added crime to crime for 
their own fecurity. They almoni(hed or baniftied all whom 
they fufpedled ; a*n8 every |iw they could devife was pafled 
for their mdemnihcaymg^a/fi the continuance of their power. 
At laft, by the advice of the council of four, that has been 
already mentioned, forty-fix magiftrates were.created % who, 
with the prefidents, and the other magiftrates, were to purge 
the ftate of all difafFecled perfons, and to fettle the govern- 
ment as they thought proper. This new council made full 
life of their powers. They admonifhed, that is, they difqua- 
Jified thirty-fix citizens : they reduced twenty noble families 
to the rank of plebeians, and raifed twenty plebeian to that 
of nobility ; befides enadtingmany fevere laws againft the un- 
fortunate exiles ; and, to refider their power as ftable as poiTible, 
they made Sir ^John Hawkwood general of all '^thc troops of 
the republic. * ^ 

• Charles of About this time, Gianazzo of Salerno enrolled in the fei*- 
Dttrazzo vice of his matter Charles of Durazzoy all \Xio ' Florentine 
fatroniw exiles; and feemed tq make difpofitions for befiegirfgF/flrif»eff 
ihe exiles, itfelf with a great army of Italians^ Germans^ and Hungarians. 

He fell firft into the Sienmfey and then into the Pifan terri- 

* Maqhiavel, book iii. 

j.( A ) Machiasvel fays only though two of them were of 
two f but Areiin mentions four, th) dregs of the people. 
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iaiy^ and both gave him a fum of money to <htk 

being ravaged. Gianazzo then approached Florfme^ which 
likewife fought to buy its peace, Hawkwood bte^ling not yet 
arrived ; but Gianazzo rejeded^all pecuniary ofrers, and in^ 
filled upon the exiles re-admiffion into the city. This dcf- 
mand was not complied with ; and the Florentines^ having 
lehtllTeitpi^l^for Hawkwood^ put their city in a podure of 
defence. It apj.'ears, that neither Charles no^his lieutenant- 
general had any real ^,^n upon the Florentines^ farther than 
to keep them neutral*^. between him and Joan 

queen of Naples^ whv\;^jQ^|.^.iteiided to dethrone. GianazzOf 
howe'Ver, marched r«r *dne miles of ; hut ilawk» 
wood^^by th\s jAmt haWii^' ^^ntered upon his con^mand, foon 
checked hi? flo8:refs, and ouiged him to tptire. Charles^f ^ 
Durazzo was w led from Hungary tb Italy^ and was 
very earned in foliciting the friendlhipof the Florentines^ who 
declined taking any concern in t^e quarrel between him and 
the queen of Naples* Chatles krpw the vaft influence the 
Florentines had in the affairs of IMy ; and taking advantage 
of fome ({pmeflic diflentions jdrezzo^ he made himfelf 
mafler of that city. This near j^eighbourhood to Florencey 
occafioned many hollilities between his troops and the Flo^ 
reniines^ and he continued to takv into histpny all the Florentine 
exiles, who were fo infolent, they put tp death one of 
the deputies fent from Florence tor 'ja^us. This incrcafed the 
refentment of the Florentines both againll the exiles and 
Charles. 

At lad Hawkivood was ordered to take the field, which 
he did with fo much fpirit, that he checked the progrefs of 
Charles^ who fent ambafl’adors to Florence to folicit its friend- 
(hip. He even pretended, that the Florentines had made him 
a promife of affiftance. The Florentines received the embafly 
with great politenefs ; but obferved, that their promife was 
upon a condition which had been reje£led by his coufin the 
king of Hungary^ and therefore was no longer binding; they, 
however, mjxle him a prefent of forty thoufand ducats, on 
condition that their territory (hould not be molefted by his 
{roops. Upon this, Charles returned to Arezzo^ where he 
made aa apology to the Florentine exjles for being at that 
time obliged to drop their caufe, on account of his expedi- 
tion againft Naples. From thence he moved to Rome, where A. D. 
he was moft kindly received hf^optUrban j and at laft He made 1 381* 
"himfelf mafler of the kingdom of Naples^ and the perfon of 
the unhappy queen Joan^ whom he put to death. 

, The Florentines were the more alarmed at his fuccefst as. 

V knew that all the hopes of their exiles depended on mm. 

They 
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T%^ shewed, how§¥m V |w«blc, to keep wdl with htflii» 
and ftnt him a deputation, at tha bead of which were Roberta 
y(idobr$ndin\2fii Beffinp Covma^ to congratulate him on kh 
acceffion to his kingdom, received them with feeming 
ft iendihip ; and, upon their return to Florence, the iealoufy of 
the ftate towards Charles was fomewhat allayed. About this 
time the Gibelin faflion regained their afcendciK/l^r j/rrzzs ; 
\ but were foon diipoiTefled, and all that territoi^ was for fix or 

^ feven months filled with civil commotjjpns. . 

Nenutrou^ F LORENCE had VTiis A, nothing to fear but 
/’/« i«Flo-fg^iQn^ and that foon blafied benefits (he enjoyed 

rence. peace. Every day produceoVeg^w/plots againft thfc go-^ 

vernment; and the wifer and nobl/^z part of tbekcitiEensjchofe 
to#live retired ai^d private, rather than tocnjly the h*igheft 
preferments in the ftate.* Two nobUrrfeiToN^reat rank and 
family, George Scali, and Thomas ^trovd, had difeovered a 
new path to power^ by de^aring themfelvcs the patrons of 
the plebeians. They we|p attended by guards, and their 
proceedings againft their low citizens were unjuft and arbi- 
trary ; nor was any fubjedtio the ftate fafe, if they^had con- 
ceived umbrage againft liimV One ^ohn C^bio, a citizen of 
note, was by one of ibeir f|\*$ or guards accufed ^ of defigns 
againft the ftate. *Tfae chary* was found to be malicious and 
^rouodlefs ; an^, the judgc,^ ho bad cognizance of it, was 
inclined to have put tKSIRcnrer to death, when the two dema- 
gogues, his patrons, refeued him out of cuftody, and would 
have killed the judge, could they have found him; but he (B) 
retired to the palace of the prefidents, where be laid open 
the danger of the city from the exceffive power of thofe ty- 
rai>|s, and offered to refign his office. 

Scali^«r The magiftrates, fenfible of the public danger, inftantly 
to death* refolved to feize that opportunity, and to free their country 
from the power of its two tyrants. The houfe of the judge, 
or gonfalonier, had been plundered. They counfelled him 
to remain in hi^ office, and promifed to indemnify him for all 
his lofies. After this they fell into ferious • confultations 
amongft themfelves, and determined Co a£f up to the dignity 
of government. They placed guards about their palace, 
end fent a party to arreft George Scali, who had been^he moft 
aiftive in the late refeue. His infolence, and that of Sirozzi, 
bad by this time made both of them obnoxious, even to the 

# ___ 
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citizens whom they patrotijzed ; and I& fickle k 4 popular fa- 
four, that Stali was Zppfelrmded without the jeait refifiaiKe, 
none of his numerous attendants during to^ oppofe, and 
Strozzi made his efcape. All of a fudden tlie people de- 
manded juftice upon their btd'tyrants, v^hom they execrated. 

ScaU^ the very day after his apprehenfion, was publicly put to 
_(^cjth^ and feme of his depiendeiKs were torn in pieces by the 
enraged muht‘fude. The Hate of Ploreme was now in a ethi- 
cal fituation ; for the commonalty, always in extremes, pro- 
-c^ded to violences w^irh threatened the deftruflion of the 
city. The admirab* of the prefidents interpofed. 

They knew their c-'intr^meft would cool, if they had but 
leifure; and they fum^^med feveral public conventions, or 
aficnblife, v> give them i nne for recolleflion. The event 
was, that af^'r feme of the inftrumentsof the latedcmociacy 
had been brought to condign punilhment, one hundred citi- 
aens were chofen for reforming or obviating all the maladies 
of the ftate. The ftandard juftice was then produced, 
and a perambulation was perforri ed by the new magiftrates, 
with it in front, all over the c.jy, which pafTed with great 
tranquiliiy and public approbatic After this, many of the 
popular laws againft the nob'^s were refeinded, and great 
numbers of captives were fr ^ d from prifon ; fo that there 
was a general expeflation thr \ all the* exiles would be re- 
ftored. In the mean while, *i *<'0 new con panics of trades, 
which had been erected out of tlie feum of the people, were 
aboliflied, by which all (he others were reduced to the num- 
ber of twenty-one. 

The Neapolitan party of Charles of Durazzo took advan- Hawk- 
tage of the unfettled fituation of affairs in Florence^ and moved wood op-* 
from Arezzo to Maraati^ to ihe number of three thoufand/c/^^ *he^ 
five hundred. Upon this, Hawkwood was difpatched wrth Neapoli- 
fome troops to obferve their motions, and he encamped in 
their fight ; but, not ftanding a battle, they were purfued by 
Hawkwood into ihtArczzian rtilitory. All this while, mat- 
ters were in fo violent an agitation in Florence^ that it can 
fcarcely be faid, with propriety, that any form of government 
« extfted there. Every day produced skirmifhes, fometimes be- 
tween the old and new nobility, fometimes between the pic- * 
beians ''and the more wealthy citizen^. The exiles, without 
leave, returned, being form of protefbion from one or the 
Other party. At laft, the party of the nobility prevailed. All 
^ Ihe upftart cOijvu.ations were difenfranchifed j the Guelphs 

* were refiored to all their honours and dignities ; the plebeians 
were reduced to a third (hare of the government, and ren- 

* defred incap^le of fucce^'ding to certain high pofts, paincu 
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larly that of gonfalonief ; and all who had been exiled 
the timfe that, Silvejltr Medici was in that poft, were re- 
admitted into the ftate. 

Tyrant^ of It is often the misfortune of popular governments, that 
tie nobles, they carry every thing to extrenies. The nobles of Florence^ 
now prevailing, carried matters with as high a hand as the 
plebeians had done before. All the friends of the ancient 
confiitution, that is, of the moft creditable cOTTimons, now 
fuiFered a kind^f profeription ; and even the great fervices 
which Michael Landi had done his country, could not fcieen 
him from the rage of his enemies'. The wifer and better 
part of the citizens dilliked this fudden,4‘evoIution of power; 
and fome, amongft whom was Geor^ Alberti^ a great noble- 
man, exclaiitied againft it ; which made thee ruFfng ^arty 
refolve, if poffiblo, to ruin him. While masters were in 
A. D. this untowardly fituation at home, i\ier Florentiflss received an 
13S2. alarm from abroad, that Lewis of Anjou was marching, as 
the adopted fon of rueen J^an of Naples^ to drive Charles of 
Durazzo out of Italy, Th^ Florentines^ having no reafon to 
, expeft any favour from thePremh^ flood on their guard, and 

invited all the ftates of TtAcany to unite with the n againft 
Lewisj in cafe he fliould m. ke any attempt in his march on 
their liberties. Perhaps theiAprecautions at this time faved 
them. All that Lems did wa|i to require them to obferve a 
ilridl neutrality,* and CharleseftA Durazzo^ now king of Na-^ 
ples^ did the fame. The Florentines at this time held the bal- 
lance of power in lialy^ being courted by four great princes, 
to wit, pope Urbany the duke of AnjoUy the king of Naples^ 
and the king of Hungary, Their own inclinations led them 
to fide with pope Urban and the king of Naples ; but they 
prudently fluck to their neutrality ; and, having prevailed on 
the other Tufean ftates to join in the propofed confederacy, 
they gave good words to all, but declared for none. The 
Bologne/e, who had come into the general alliance, were ap- 
prehenfive that Lewis defigned to feize their city ; but the 
Florentines adled towards them with fo much honour and firm- 
nefs, that they remained unmolefled. Lewis *had entered 
Italy at the head of a vaft army; and being joined by all the^ 
friends of queen Joany his party was very powerful Pope 
Urbany next to the king of Naplesy had the moft to feo.r from 
the French \ and he earneftly applied to the Florentines for 
money to defend himfelf, his folicitation being backed by the 
king of Naples. This requeft could not be ^;.*ed confiftently 
with the neutrality the Florentines had embraced ; and yet 
they thought it neceflary to prevent the French from getting 
fooWg in Italy. They therefore privately fupplied Hawk^ 
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ccwMrwItb the money the pope ha4 nquefted ; an^ be, pay« 
ing his foldiers with it, went inta the iervice of his faolinefe, 
to the great joy of Charles^ and the difpleafure Lewis* ^ 

The French now faw that the real fentiments of the Fh* The FIo- 
rentines were bent againft them, and Lewis applied to the dentines 
French king for a conhfcation of all the eflfcdls of the Floren-j°^^ 
tines in his country. This ferved only to unite them more ^l^arles of 
fhriflly v;ith Charles^ who was ftill in poffeffion of Arezzo 
The rlorentines^i difliking fuch a neighbourhood, would wil- 
lingly have regained that city ;.and fome fteps were concerted 
for that purpofe, but not executed, the Neapolitan governor’s 
inftru£lions not being fufRcientiy clear on that head. The 
Florenlines^ however, took pofTcflion of many fortreflcs in the 
Arezzian territory ; but avoided^^iving the final left umbrage 
to Charles^ wht about this time Succeeded to the kingdom of 
Hungary* 

This year the Florentines had a difference at once Their dif- 
th^ Genoefe and ifat Venetians \ but upon very different 2iZ-ference 
counts. At the clofe of the laft wai between thofe two dates, njoith tU 
the Florentines became fureties for ihe payment of one hun- Venetians 
dred and fifty thoufand ducats, in :afe the ifland of Tcne- Ge- 
dos was not delivered to the Gem fe j and no fuch delivery “oefe. 
being performed, the Genoefe ma^e a demand upon the Flo* 
rentines for the money, which o >liged the latter to apply to 
the Venetians for their indemnify ation. The Venetians pre- 
tended, that the governor of the i.Liiu alone was to blame, 
and that they were ready to deliver it up. We are not told 
in what manner this affair was compromifed ; but it is pro- 
bable the prudence of the Florentines extricated them from the 
difficulty t for they lived in harmony with both ftates. 

A SEVERE peftilence now broke out in Florence^ which 
drove moft of the inhabitants into the country. The govern- 
ment became apprehenfive, that the plebeian fadion might 
take advantage of this depopulation to refume its power, and 
many laws were paffed f^or detaining the inhabitants within 
the city : but the peftilence being more dreadful than the 
penalty of the Uw, it was in a manner abandoned \ and all 
public offices being fhut up, fcarcely any thing was tranfaded 
Worthy of mention in hiftory. Next year a (Irong reinforce- 
ment came to the duke of Anjou from France \ and, in their 
paffage to Naples^ they endeavoured to make themfelves maf- 
ters of Arezzo^ by the alfiftance of fome of the banifhed Arez* 
zians* They fucceeded fo far %s to feize the city ^ but could Siege of 
not mafter the citadel. This news fpread confternaiion Arezzo, 
amongft the Florentines ; but they were fomewhat comforted 
by receiving certain intelligence of the death of Lmis of A^e- 
5 jou^ 
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jou^ which they commailicsftcd to clie Ftench without boing 
believed.' The fiegeof the citadel of Arezzo was Contintied 
with more fuiy than ever ; but the French^ being convinced 
that the duke of Anjou was dead, intirely changed their fyftem, 
and, after fome negociating^ they fold Arezzo to the PhreH’^ 
tines ; upon which the garrifon gladly capitulated, and thits 
Florence again became miftrefe of that city. This aequifition 
ocCafioned fuch joy in Florence^ that public d^verfions were 
» celebrated om that account. The Florentines then poflefled 
themfelvcs of the Arezzianxttxxicty^ and of the fortrefles which 
were held by the Tons of Saco^ their ancient tyrant. But a 
great revolution noW took place in Italy. 

Great JOHN F I SCONTI^ the fon*of Galeazzo^ a*young 
fewer of man of difguifed ambition, had now thrown off the mask, 
the duke of deprived hiS uncle Barnabo of hfe lifte and the prin- 

MiJaij. cipality of MHan. Tiie Florentines^ who ftvd rather dreaded 
than loved Barnabo^ at firft beheld his fate with indifFosence; 
but afterwards they began to think that the young Galeazzo'n 
power was too formidably In order to check him, the Flo- 
rentines did all they could' to renew their union with the other 
ftates of Tufeany. In thf* mean while, Charles^ king of Ndfles 
and Hungary j died, to Tlhe great mortification of Florence. A 
difference arOfe betWeen th^ prince of Vrbino and the duke of 
Gaetta^ which the Florentinis endeavoured ffo make up ; birt 
the prince of Urbino havin</. In defiance of the Florentine tnet- 
diation, made himfelf nff<fffer of his antagoniff’s perfon, the 
Florentines declared waV againft him ; and carried it on with 
fo much fuccefs, that he was at laft reduced to reafon. This 
year the Florentines likewife recovered Liciano, a toWn in the 
Arezzian territory, that had for fome time been in thejpof- 
A. D. fcflion of the Stennefe. About the year 1 3S6, pope Urban 
1386. came from Genoa to Lucca, where he began to raife foldilers, 
to the vaft terror of the Tufean ftates, who held the papal 
tyranny in the utmoft deteflation : all but Perugia fubmitted 
itfelf to his power. Th-; Florentines, in vain, exhorted the 
Perugians to ftand by theit liberties, and dec olilhed a great 
number of foitrelTcs towards the foot of iht Ay)penninet,^h\cli 
they could not maintain, left they ihould be lei^ed by their 
cnenfiiest Thole fortrefles belonged to the family of Ubaldmiy 
the head of whom, John Azzo, began now to m^ke a great 
figure in Italy, and 'was dreaded by the Florentines. Thofc 
commotions did not divert the attention of the Fhrentinis 
from their domeftic concerns ; for We are t^ld, that this year 
the areat before thtir public palace Was enlarged and beau- 
tified. 
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• CtViL diflentionsTucceedcd, Tht Alberti family was now Alberti 
ihe moft powerful in Florence^ and Be>iedi£f Alberti was its ianiA-nd^ 
head. He had been elefted gonfalonier cJF the cicy compa- 
nies ; and his fon Magakti^ a fprighily young nobleman, 

bad been chofen gonfalonier of juflice \ ib that the two prin- 
cipal pofls ii>the ftaie were veiled ih one family. The other 

^-magiftrates voted Magaloti incapable of the office to which 
he had been chofen, on account of his youth; and fubftituted* 

Bardo Mancini in his place. Not contented with this, they 
baitifhed Benedict Alheiti out of Florence \ a difgrace which 
he bore with vail magnanimity. His banilhment was fol- 
lowed by numherlefs a<S>of injuftice inflicted upon his friends 
and family. The fear oiGnleazzo kA Milan now.engrofled 
the attention (Florence, He was encouraged by the civil 
dilTentions of thV citizens, and by hig owi^good fortune* 
which had a!rca(!y rendered him mailer of Verena and Vicen- 
zaj to attempt the nuUery likewileof all Tufiany, The/Vij- 
rcntlncs oppofed hiih ; but the Slcnnefe wert; inclined to fub- 
mit to his power. The people of Cortona were^ then under 
the protedlion of the Siennefe ; but j^ucciving their inclina- 
tions for Gal^tizzo^ they applied to the FlorentineSy who were 
fo generous as to refufe the gover iment of their city j but 
fent them fomc troops to proted .heir independency. This 
exafperated the Siennefe fo much,, that they* privately treated 
with Galeazzo about the furrender ot their city tef him. Gio^ Danger of 
vanni Riccij a noble Florentine^ endeavoured to rouze his Florence, 
countrymen to a fenfe of their danger,- by painting Galeazzo 
in his true colours, and laying open at once his power and 
ambition. He then advised them to enter into a league with 
the Bolognefe., and as many of the Tufean ftates as they could 
bring over to the party of freedom and independency, and 
even to folicit affiftance from the French^ who, he faid, were 

. undoubtedly unealy at the great power of Galeazzo in Italy. 

Above all, he counfelled them to make new levies, and to be 
upon their guard at home. Ricci's fpeech - was approved of, 
and his countrynjen followed his advice, as far as it was prac- 
ticable. Even the Siennefe now made fome overtures for re- 
newing their ancient league with Florence and fomc mea- 
fures were taken for carrying the war into Lombardy^ and for 
refeuing Paiia^ then befiegcd by Galeazzoo But that fcheme 
was too gr.eat for the power of the confederates, and came to 
nothing ; fo that Pavia fell into (^alsazzo^s hands, 

• '^'his did not prevent the negociaiion from going forward 
between the Florentines and the Siennefe ; but it was thwarted 
by Galeiizzo^ who fought to make himfelf mailer of Pcienza. 

The Polenzam were then undfr the proteftionof the Siennefe i 
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but having an infuperable avcrfion to Galcazzo^ they ofFercJ tO 
admit z F/orentinec g2Tr\foi\ into their city. li"hc F/orentInes 
did not readily comply with this propofal, being afraid of dil'- 
ohVv^xngthc Siennefe ; but deputies formally came 

before the magiftrates of Florence^ when they were allcmbled 
in their town-houfe, and demanded that Polenia (hould be 
•enrolled in their public inventory, as part ofr tho Florentine" 
property, wWch was accordingly done ; and thereby Polenza 
being annexed to the dominion of Florence^ could not be fepa- 
rated from it without confent of the people. This enrolment 
highly difguiled the Siennefe^ who now courted Ae friendfhip 
of Galeazzoj and complained that the Florentines had-cheated 
them out of a city. « 

Couvsi^e * This neither difeouraged nor difconcertey ihc FlSrentines. 
and con- They entered* into ail alliance with fon, and Amo- 

ftancyof nio prince of Verona^ who had both of them been difpolTeffed 
//j^Floren-by He, on the other hand, complained that the 

tines. Florentines foflcred and fupported his enemies, and drove all 
the natives of Florence put of his dominions ; while the Flo* 
reniinesy with a magnar imity peculiar to a free flatc, made 
open proclamation, invi^mg all Galeazzo^s fubjeds to refide 
in their city and territory! ^ At the fame time they lent am- 
balladors to FraniCy to make a league with the French king ; 
and ordered, their general Hawkwood to march to Lcmlardy^ 
to the afliftance of Barnaho^ fon and his party. 

Peace ron* PFTER GAME A CURT A was then the leading 
dudt(h niaii at Pija, but a ftrong advocate for peace. His autho- 
rity in Ttfi'uny was fo great, that the Hates of Milan ^ Florence^ 
Sienna^ and Perugia^ entered into a league at Pifa. It was 
at this time that pope lJrban\L died, and was fuccceded by 
Boniface^ though the fchifm in the popedom Hill continued. 
It foon appealed that Galeazzo had entered into the Pifan 
league, which was to !aft three years, for private ends of his 
own. His great view was Florence \ but to keep the 

other paitics of the confederacy either upon bjsfide or neutral, 
he rook occallon to upbraid the Florentines with a delign 
againft his life, and mentioned the public fpcech Ricci had 
made’ as a proof of his allegation. He then drove all the 
Florentines out of his dominions. They, on the^ other hand, 
not bearing to be Branded with fuch a calumny, wrote to the 
ftates of Tenice^ Genoa^ and Pifay to clear themfelves, and to 
lay open Galeazzo""^ wicked purpofes. ^T^is incident difeon* 
tut brohen^ certed the league, and the Siennefe and Pervgians refufed to 
ratify it. The Florentines^ upon this, applied XoCambacurtay 
w’ho, having been finccre in all his proceedings, oflered to go 
in perfon to Galeazzo j but difluaded by the Florentines^^ 
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/Ibr fear the latfer Ihould take advantage of Gamlacurta^s ab- 
fence to feize Pifa. The Florentines llrc^e to renew their 
league with the Siennefe and the Perugians^ and offered even 
to refign Polenza to the former ^ but they proved quite in- 
tractable, complaining, that their deputies had been forced 
by Sir Jahn Plaivkwood to enter into the Ptfan confederacy. 
The Perugians^ in like manner, complained that the Floren- • 
tines had harboured and entertained their exiles, and that 
they had endeavoured to feduce foine of their towns. 

I'he Florentines had ordered deputies to repair to France^ 
as Ricci had advifed them ; but they were intercepted, and de- 
tained hy Galeazzo. TUe French king, however, hearing of 
this, fent ambaffadGrs to the Florentines^ offering to take them 
into his*prote6ti( n upon two conditions. Thu^firft was, thalp 
they (hould acknowledge the authority of pope Glement ; and 
the other, that they (hould pay him an annual fum for his 
protedlion. ^ 

I'l-iouGH the Flomntines were upon the eve of a war with ^he 
the moft ambitious and powerful prince in Italy^ though they 
were furroun^ed by open or fecrct ef*cmies, and though they 
had not an ally whom' they couid truft, yet they magna- . 
'tiimoufly rejefled thofe terms, as inconfiftent with the 
faith and dignity of their ftate. They even#carried their re- 
fentment fo far, that they refufed to accept the giediacion of 
France for a peace^ when her ambafladors propofed it. This 
negociaiion being at an end, Galeazzo fent a letter to Florence^ 
containing a formal denunciation of war againft the FLren^ 
tines, who, he faid, were held in fubjeftion by a pragmatical 
Guelph faflion. The Florentines recriminated upon him in a 
mod fevere manifeffo they publifhed, laying open all his 
crimes and ambition; and thus the war, which was thegreat- 
eff Florentines had ever undertaken, commenced in the 
year 1 390. 


; SECT. vii. 

Coi^aining the Hiftory and Progrefs of the War be- 
tween Milan and Florence. Hawkwood recalled 
out ^r?aplcs, a7td again niade the*Y\oxtt\x\nc Gene- 
ral. 1'be Florentines raife Men in France. 'Nego- 
tiation between them and the Duke of Bavaria, and 
fever al States of Italy. The noble Asians of Sir 
John Hawkwood. ^hsY\oTCTii\nt%viSorious. A 
truce concluded^ which ^joas foon broken. The Flo- 
M 2 rentines 
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rentincs renew their Confederacy with other States. 
Death c/Peter'Gambacurta, and of the famous Sir 
John Hawkwo'^d. Ten Field-Deputies^ or Preji- 
den's of War^ chofen at Florence for continuing the 
War. The Florentines cjfift the Lucquefe. Milan 
crewed into a Dukedom. The Milanefe repiilfed at 
Segni. Confpiracy at Florence. The Venetians 
conjederate with the Florentines. The Slate of Italy 
in the I'ear 1400. 

Fhurijh- ^T^HE Florentine ^ hiftorian obferves, thal^^at ^he time we 
ingjlrteof now treat c-T, the republic of Florence was* in a molt flou- 
Horeace. rifliing condition, both as to the ftaie of her finances and the 
abilities of her fubje£is. Before the war was proclaimed, the 
Milanefcy the Sienr^f:^ and the other enemies of Florence^ ren- 
dczvouled near Sicnr.a.^ to the number of three thoufand horfe 
and fifteen s ’indred foojj, under the command of Giovanni 
/IzzOj of the family c)[ i^baldinij ^rAJJaniedefco^ a grand fon 
ofSacOy both of them detcrpiined enemies of Florence. Having 
for fomc time difguifed their intentions by marches and coun* 
tcrmarchcs, they ^11 of a fudden pafled Monte Luco^ with a 
defign to fci::e upon San Giovanni., within which they had 
fome confederates. Being difappointed in their attempt, they 
marched towards Arezzo., ravaging the country all the way. 
I'he Florentines fent what forces they could fpare to proleft 
Arezzo ; but the defeendants of Saco were fo powerful in that 
territory, that they became matters of Ltdano, a place now 
fcarcely to be met with in maps. 

Steadfaji- The Bologncfc continued faithful in their alliance with the 
w/i oj the Florentines \ and Gahazzo marched an army againtt them, un- 
nelb der the command of Giacomo Vermi of Verona., who took fomc 
places in Bolognefe. The people of immediately 

advenifed the Florentines of their danger; and though the 
1 fitter were in equal danger thcmfelves, they ordered Sir fobn 
JTawkwoody who commanded their troops in Naples^ to their 
affittance. At the fame time, they invited Rainoldo Ur/tni., a 
general of great r^^nown, to take the command of their 
troops in Tufeany ; and ordered new levies to be made in the 
CcimpagJia di Roma, alfo in the territories of the church, and 
all over Italy^ where men would enlift im their fervicc. In 
the mean while, Galeazzoy w'ho, by AFjchiavel^ is called fvhn 
Galcazc Vifeonti^ count of Virtue, died at Sienna^ of a difeafe 
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he had contrafled in the field. His death introduced a new 
face of affairs all over Italy. Raimido XJrftni accepted of the 
invitation of the Florentines'^ but whilft he was upon his 
march to take upon him jthe command of their troops, he was 
ti eacheroully killed at Aqiiila ;*fo that the chief command 
devolved ufion Haivkwood. He had marched with great ex- 
pedition from J^aples to Bolognoy and found himfclf at the 
head of four ihoufand horfe and two thoufand foot, Florentines 
and Bolognefe. He immediately matched agaltift the enemy, 
who were befieging Pramalcore ; but, upon his approach, they 
retired into the Modenefe with piccipitation. They were pur- 
fued ty Hawkwood^ who retook the places which the Bclognefc 
had loft. ^ 

Th£ Floren'ines at this time meditated a far greater enter- Flo- 
prize than any they had ever yet undcrtnk\n. CUirIcs l^f- 
conti^ the fon of Barnaho^ who thought himfclf the law'tul 
heir of Milan^ and Lucino^ a prince of the l^me farriily, ferved 
under Hawkwcod 5 and the Florentines a^;piehendcd that it ‘ * 
would not be impracticable to form a party againft the reign- 
ing family zi Milan. This projet?^ flattered the high ideas 
they cntcrt<?ined of their own ['ovcr#and dignity j but they 
prudently fought to firengthen themfclves by foreign al- 
liances. They therefore font a fplendid deputation to Stephen 
duke of Ba-ija^ia^ inviting him to march iifto Italy^ and tempt- 
ing him vt'ith a promife of a taft fubfidy, an<? other advan- 
tages. They I'kewife invited the prince of Carrara^ whofc 
father had been^inprifoncd hs an! v;ho himfclf was 

then an exile in Germany^ to return and aficrt his family- rights 
in Italy \ and applied to fcvcral other foreign piinces fur 
afliftance. 

The war was all this time raging with great fury in luf- Arezzo 
cany^ where the Slennefe and their allies became mafters, by Invaded. 
treachery, of a ftrong place called Battifolle^ within three 
miles oi Arezzo, Ky this they were rendered very formidable 
to that city. It happened, luckiIy*for Florentines^ that the 
Arezzians thcpfclves had an invincible avcifon to the family 
of the Tarlati^ or Saio ; and theretore, without putting the 
Fdorentincs to great cxpcnce, they made a moft admirable de- 
fence, though they were fur rounded on all hands by their ene- 
mies, wtfo had found means to poflejs themfclves of their 
fortrefles. The Fbreniines themfclves a£fcd with as much 
fpirir, in cxpe£lation of the affiftanccs they had folicited from 
Qcrmany and Finance ; fo that all Tufeany was at this time eii- 
j^^aged in a war, fo expenfive to the Fiorentines^ that few fo- 
vereign flutes could have defrayed it, they having fubfidics to 
pay to almoft all the neig hbouring princes. The Gennaus 
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vere very poor, and their fuccefs ivas therefore the gre^tefi In 
The prince tha^ country. Thr prince of Carrara arrived in Italy at the 
tfQ 2 xxtit^ head of a large body of German horfe, and marched with fuch 
comes to difpatch, that he furprifed Padua \ but the citadel held out 
the aid of for John duke of Milan^ the eldeft fon of Galeazzo, At the 
the Flo- fjfno Hawkwood^ having fecured the ftate of Bologna y 

rentines; ,fnarched through the Mcdenrfe^ and laid fiege to Reggio and 
as hhes the Parma^ while the duke of Bavaria arrived with a frelh army 
Me cf of Germans ; fo that the family of Galeazzo was in danger^^of 
Bavaria. Ipfing all its pofleffions in Lombardy^ excepting Milan. • It ap- 
pears, from the concurring tefiimony of all hiftorians, that 
the feheme the Florentines had now laid for the con^uefi of 
Lombardy mull h^ve fuccceded, had they i.ot Knfortunately 
Icen obliged tof commit the execution of it to German merce- 
naries. I'he Veronefe had taken arms for the infant fon of 
Antonio^ their late prince ; but not being fupported, as they 
expedled to be, bj; the duke of Bavaria^ the Galeazzo party 
had regained the alcendent : and the Vicenza was well dif. 
pofed to revolt; but was, obliged tofubmit to the famp power, 
for want of a head. 

Apology The duke of Bavaria,^ on the other hand, in an embafly 
and de~ he fent to Florence^ laid all the blariie of his failure upon the 
mands of obftrudlions he received from the duke of Aujiria^ the bifhop 
the latter^ of Aqui lei a ^ gnd Venetians \ but pretended that he had 
come time enough to fave Padua^ where the citadel ftill held 
our. He counfeiled the Florentines^ at the fame time, to or- 
der Hawkwoody who was ftill in Lombardy with his army, to 
join him ; but the drift of his whole meflage was for a frpfh 
Supply of money. The Florenlincs replied, that his advice 
wa*3 ridiculous and impracticable, and his demand unreafon- 
able : that the citadel of Padua was no objedt for two great 
armies, fuch as his and Hawkivood^s^ to be employed againft : 
that the prince of Carrara was at the head of a force fuffi- 
cient to reduce it : that ihe fwelling of the two great rivers, 
the Po and the AdigCy rendered it impradlicabll for Haivkwood 
to join him : that, if he intended to do them*'anv fervicc, he 
ought immediately to march againft Verona and Vicenza \ in 
which’ cafe they would take his demand into confideration, * 
though he knew that they had paid him already alKthe money 
they had promifed, which w^as fufficient for defraying the ex- 
pence of a far greater army than he had brought with him. 
Dijficultics ■ This anfwer difobliged and difconcertei the needy Ger- 
cf Flo- man fo much, that he refufed to move from Padua ; while llie 
reiuines. Bolognefe horfe mutinying for want of pay, Hawkwood was 
obliged to carry them and his Florentine troops back to the 
Bclognefe ; and thus fell to thfe ground the vaft and well- 

concerted 
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concerted proje<a of the Florentines (or the conqueft of Zm- 
bardy. His retreat revived the fpirits of the Galeazzo party 
there ; and they aflembled a great force to relieve the caftlc of . 
Prdua^ and retake the town. The Bavarian forefaw the dif- 
ficulties of the Florentines^ and pretended to make prepara- 
tions for reftirning home. At laft the Florentines fubmitted to 
pay him fome money, provided he would remain at Padua^ 

Their perplexities were great on this occ^fion. They 
plainly faw that the Bavarian was not to be trufled, and that 
Padua could be faved only by their own troops. They had 
an army on foot; but the duke of Ferrara refufed to let it 
pafs through his territoi'ies, and it being in no condition to 
force its way, Florentines applied for fliipping to the Fene- 
iiansPviho denied them, on account of i^eir connetSfiogs 
with the Galeazzo family. • . 

The affairs of the Florentines wore a better afpeft in Tuf- War in 
eany^ where the Milanefe had now few or no troops. Their Tufeany. 
generals were Donati Azaroloy a Florentine nobleman, and 
Biliotio Biliotti ; and they gained fcvcral advantages over the 
Siennefe, 'if his brought many of t’je latter to think of de- 
parting from their league with the Gitleazzo family. Hawk- 
woody all this time, lay with his army amongft the Bolognefe^ 
who were now heartily tired of the wai^ They therefore 
fent ambafladors ® to Florcncey pjeading their inability to con* FmbaJJ) 
tinue it, on account of its expence ; and demanding cither a A®"" 
loan of money, or leave to make a feparatc peace. The 
rcnt'ines reproaclied the ambafladors with the pufillanimity of 
their countrymen ; reprefented the prodigious fums they had 
expended in the war, the near profpedt they had of fuccefs ; 
and concluded by telling them, the peace they talked of could 
be no other than a bargain for flavery. This magnanimous 
anfwcr fo much flung the Bolognefcy that they refolved to con- 
tinue the war with more vigour than ever. The effeft of this 
rcfolution was foon feen, by a peage that was concluded be- 
tween them ard Alberti of Ferrara ; by which the latter agreed 
to give the Fkrentinc army a free paflage to Padua y which 
was now in the mofl imminent danger. 

^'The great merit of Sir John Hawkwood appears from XheTbe high 
following^confidcration, that though he was a foreigner, zod^^^orth of 
now very aged ; and though the Florentihe nobility had all, John 
their turns, afpired to be generals, and many of them had^®"'^“ 
been intrufted vjyth the comnjand of armies; ytx HawkwoodF^^^^* 
was always, as it were, the flieet-anchor of their ftate in all 
jundlurcs of difnculty and danger, and the greatefl of their 
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nobility then fubmitted to his command. He was, op thb 
occafion, fent to relieve Padua^ the duke of Bavaria being 
now returned to Germany. Hawkwood arrived but juft in 
time to fave the city; for hisrcnemies, though very numerous, 
would nof ftand a battle. This fervicc being performed, he 
marched towards Verona and Vicenza^ in hopes of being fa- 
voured by fome commotions in thofe cities ; but the duke of 
Milan had taiffsn his meafurcs fo well, by bridling them with 
ftrong garrifons, that he w»as diiippointcd, and obliged to tajee 
up his winter-quarters in the Paduan. Such were the tranf- 
adions of the year 1391. 

The return of the duke of Bavaria to permany^ ihduced 
the Florenthies to apply to the French (whoSnay»ihen^be faid 
to be a free people) with more cagernefs than ever for aftift- 
ance. The French nobility were at this time very inde- 
pendent of their king, and had been long practifed in war. 
The count de Afmignac was one of the nioft illuftrious 
amongft them, and to him the Florentines particula»^ly applied. 
He readily liflened to their propofals, and the fate of Lom^ 
hardy was once more rpneiered doubtful. It was •''greed, that 
the count fliould penetrate into Lombardy^ with a great army, 
bythew'ayof Jitffdndria^ while Hnu'kumd fliould maintain 
his ground in the Raduan\ and that, both armies being joined, 
they Ihould aVack Milan. Giovanni Ricci and Rainohlo Jan- 
filiacci wefc at this time xhofFlctentine deputies with the count, 
who met with great difficulties in his under! jking. Galeazzo 
had fpared ncicner money nor pains to raife a party againft his 
expedition at the court of Rome., and a mufny in his army. 
The count, hov\evcr, furmountint: all opponiion, began his 
match at the head of a very fine army, which foon pafled the 
Alps., keeping the Appennincs on the right hand, and the Po 
on the left. The Flotentine deputies, during this maicb, which 
was undertaken to avoid the uncertain naiiagts over the TeJ- 
fino, theP^, and feveral Either rivers, were at great pains to 
curb the natural impetuofity of the Ft end:., w<'iO were perpe-» 
tu^)ly falling out amongft tbcnifclves, and undertaking dan- 
gerous but ufeiefs expeditions. 

G A LE A’L'/jO, more terrified at the French than the 
Florentines., having provided for the defence of Adihn, moved 
to Pavia^ where he took up his head quarters, and fent the 
-flower of his troops to oppofe the French, and to garrifon 
AleJJdndria. By this time fftizvkwood becatne mafter of all 
the open country of the Milanefe., which he laid under fevete 
contributions; but being unprovided of engines, or artillery, 
it is probable that he took no fftrong places, and he was 
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©bilged to flop at the river Adda^ which he could iiot pafs; 

This was within frxteefi miles oi Milan. % 

G A L E A Z Z being thus befet by the French and Flo- The' 

reniine armies, was about to havg abandoned Pavia, when he French, 
was tncouraoed to ftand on the defenfive by the prodigious 
heats of the feafon, it being then the middle of July, and 
great imprudence of the French, For, after 
which is within fix miles of Alejfandria, they dWhiounted 
their hori'es, which were almoit rendered unferviceablc by * 

jntenfe heats, and advanced in a fquare battalia of foot againft 
the city, which had an army for its garrifon. The Florentine 
hiftorrah ^ juftl^obfcrves, that this difpofition would have 
been r^icccftrul, ITad the French been to meet thcii* enemies in 
the field ; but the M'llmufc kept within thc*r walls and en- 
trenchments ; and obferving that thd French had left their 
horfes at a great diflance behind them, they fallicd out at a 
different gate from that which the French ^xrc to attack, and 
took the horfer. This frantic conduft proved the utter 
ruin of the French. Galeazzo mounted his troops on horfe- 
back, and .‘Stacked them on all ^ides^ I'hcir valour proved 
of no fervice lo them, avS they could not purfue their enemies, 
who attacked and ictiicd atpleafurcj while xhc French, thro’ 
their own vi’c^knefs, occafioned by the h#ats of the weather 
and their fatigues, were unable to purfue, In/hort, fcarcclv 
a Frenchman vfcaped. Many of them were killed, more of 
them pcrilhc tl i||irough heat and fatigue, and ihofe who fur- 
vived were ma-’e prilbners. Amongll the latter were the /%- 
rentine deputies. As to the count of Armignac, being difabled 
and made prifoner, he died in a few hours, rather from the 
aniiuifh ot his nvnd than the feverity of his wound. Aretin 
favs th-ir, by the public accounts of Florence, it appears that 
this expedition colt FhrentinCij in a very few months, 
one in liion two hundred and lixty thoufand ducats. 

G.4LEAZZO, having gained fo compleat and unex- Hawfe- 
pected a viclo‘?y, marched now againft who, 
being certain\jt the truth, did no more than fall back to a 
little diliance from the Adda, and encamped at Paterno, a 
lagf in i\\z C} cTn'juefe. The Milanefe advanced with all the 
confidenifc of a furc vidlory, while Hawkwood ordered his 
troops to lie in their camp upon the defenfive. The Adilanefe 
imputed this caution to fear, and for four days infultcd his 
camp ; but Hawkzvood, taking advantage of their fccurity and 
(I'ant of Jifeipline, at )a/f gave them battle, and defeated 
them s a great number being killed in the field, and above 
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twelve hundred of their cavalry, with fome of their chief 
officers, taken priffmers. Notwithilanding this defeat, the 
Milanefe were greatly fuperior to him in ftrength, and hung 
upon his rear in his retreat,^ till he came to the river OgUo^ 
which was difficult to pafs in fight of a fuperior army ; but 
he furmounted even this difficulty, by thp help of four hun- 
^ dred Engtijh archers he had under him, who pafled the river, 

and covered the reft of the Florentine army, in pafling it, un-* 
His admi- der the difeharge of their arrows. 'Fhis retreat was, in thcife 
ra^/e re- days, juftly thought to be a mafter-piece of gencralfhip ; and 
treat. Hawkwood^ without any farther interruption, palled the 
Mindo. ^ 

His difficulties, however, were greatly iiVreafrd when he 
dime to the banils of the Adige.^ which the enemy had troken 
down, and thereby laid the adjacent country under water ; 
but Hawkwood relieved his army, even in this dreadful fitua- 
tion. He marched/ through the fhoal- waters, and came to a 
riling ground, where he pitched his tents; which leaving 
ftanding, to deceive the enemy, he marched forward to Mon- 
tagnana^ a friendly town, where he pafled Ad^ge in boats. 
Arctin obferves, that no general but Hawkwood could have 
performed fuch a retreat, which proved him to be the ableft 
commander of tha^ age. 

Expedition The prodigious lofles and difficulties xkiz Florentines had 
a^alnjl fuftaincd, during this campaign, was far from abating their 
Sienna, military ardout ; for, during their expeditiop mio Low hardy ^ 
they fent Ludovico Campano^ with an army of four thoufand 
horfe and two thoufand foot, amongft whom were twelve hun- 
dred Genoefe crofs-bowmen, againft Sienna. They began their 
march towards the end of autumn, when the Sunnefe.^ who 
were perifhing by famine, expefted to get in their harveff. 
This induced the Florentines to prolong their march as much 
as poffible, that they might render the neighbourhood of Sien- 
na a defert ; fo inveterate^was their halted towards the Sien- 
nefe. In the mean while, they took fevcral placias in that ter- 
titory, and made many of the principal SieMtefe prifoners. 
But while they now thought themfelves fecure of fubcluing all 
their enemies, they received intelligence that the French bid 
been totally defeated ztAhJJandria^ and Hawkvmd Cirrounded 
on the banks of Adda., without a poflibility of retreating. 
Thofe difmal accounts checked all the towering hopes of the 
Florentines^ who imagined that Galeazzo wao already in the 
heart of They recovered, however, from their coiy- 

llcrnation, when they heard that Haxvkwood and his army 
were fafe, and they fent him ordqfs to march dire£fly to Tuf- 
iCany. While he was upon his march, Galeazzo fent Fermi of 
• 2 Fero- 



Th Hifiory of Florence; • . 17I 

yeronaj at the head of his army, to the affiftance of the 
Stennefe^ and he arrived at Pifa about thg time that Hawk^ 
wood reached Bologna. The Florentine army which remained Hawk- 
in :he Siennefe muft have been deftroyed, and Florence itfelf wood 
perhaps taken, had it not been for the courage and aftivity fa^es Flo- 
of the old Bnglijh general, who, hearing of Fermrs expcdi-rence, 
tion, immediately pafled the mountains, marched to Ptftoia^ 
and .from thence to San Miniato, in the neighbourhood of 
the Milanofe army, and offered them battle. Vermi at that 
time declined it, and marched from Pifa to VolUvra^ and 
from thence to Sienna ^ both to cover that city and to join 
the Shnnefe troops, which were ftill in the field. This junc- 
tion being gfFedj^, the whole of his army amounted to ten 
thoufand horfe and three thoufand mercenMy foot, be{ide%a 
great body of Pifan and Siennefe volunteers ;• and with this 
formidable force he entered the Florentine territory. 

Florentine generals and officers, iijjon this, held a great qhe FIo- 
council of war in Boneii. They had two generals, Sir y^»terentines 
Haiukwood and Luigi Campano^ who had commanded recover 
army in Tiffany. Their troops, in point of difcipline and 
pourage, were equal if not fuperior A thofe of the enemy ; 
but their numbers were far inferior. It was therefore rc- 
folved in a council of war to a(2 upon tl^e defenfivc, and in 
detached parties, and to keep <heir ftrong p||ices always at 
their backs. This was a wife refolution. They knew their 
allies were on i^heir march to join them, and that the Sien- 
nefe teriitory could not long fupport their enemy. After many 
marches and countermarches on both Tides, both armies en- 
camped within two miles of each other on the bank.*? of the 
Tejfino. While they lay in this fituation, the Florentines were 
joined by count Barbiani^ at the bead of three thoufand Bo- 
logmfe horfe and four hundred archers, and by feveral other 
auxiliary troops. This acceflion of ftrength, and the num- 
bers daily flocking to them from Jrezzo, and the neighbour- 
ing country, -rendered the Florentines equal to their enemies, 
and both fidls feemed to prepare in good earneft for a gene- 
ral engagement. 

This, however, was only a feint on the part of the 
lanefiy wiho had already refolved upon a retreat, which their ene- 
performed in the night towards ViSfolinf. Pafling the moun-^/V/. 
tains in the neighbourhood, they left troops to guard the 
pafles in cafe oC a purfuit, while the main body held on their 
•march. The Florentines no fooner heard of their enemy’s 
retreat, than their camp was in an uproar, from the eager- 
nefs of the foldiers for a piirfuit, all of them calling out that 
pot a man of the run-a-ways ought to be fuffered to elcape. 

Nothing 
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Nothing but HawkwooiT^ great authority could have diverted 
them from this pernicious refolution. He ftrenuoufly infiftcd 
on their enemy’s being fufFered to retreat, and of the danger 
and folly of purfuing them through a country fo, fit for am- 
bufeades. It was with the dtmoft difficulty his advice at laft 
prevailed ; and fending out parties to reconnoitre, it was dif* 
, covered that part of the enemy was embarked on the banks 
of the Novola^ and that part were ftill in pofleffion of the 
mountains. Hawkwood immediately gave orders that the Ut- 
ter fliould be attacked, which, notwithftanding their ftrong 
fituation, waa performed with fuch vigour, that they were 
driven from the pafles into the plain, with the lofs qf three 
hundred killed, and two hundred horfemc > made prifoners, 
rmongft whom were fome officers of the h’lghell diftindtion, 
particulaily Taddeo Ver*ni^ brother to the Milariefc general ; a 
great number of foot were made prifoners at the fame time, 
'rhis vidlory ferved only to render the Florentines more pre- 
fumptuous ; and defeending from the hill, againft the exprefs 
command of llawhvood^ they attacked the rear of the enemy 
in the plain ; but vveic Vepulfed with fome loli', which ren- 
dered them a little mae tradiable. 

A negotia- AFTER this, Mikxnefe army proceeded on their march, 
tion for and the Florentines took pofleffion of tbs camp they left, 

peace. greatly exulting at the cowardly flight, as lhc7 called it, cf 

their enemies! The latter, however, far from flying, pro- 
ceeded no farther than Sere^ana^ in the Lutquefei and, turn- 
ing (hort, they marched to Cajeino^ in the territory of Pifoy 
in the neighbuurhx>od of which they encamped, and gave 
out that they were returned to fight the Florentines. The 
latter had thought themfllves fo fecure, that their auxiliaries 
were on their march homewards, but w'crc foon recalled. 
Many of them, however, did not return; fo that both ar- 
mies, after lying fome weeks within figlit of one another, 
departed, without fighting, into v^inter-quarters. During this 
campaign the Florentines bcficged RamOy a ftrong lortrcfs in 
the Arezzian territory, belonging to Saio\ faj^n’ly. But the 
place proving impregnable, both parties grew' tired of the 
war and inclined to peace. Friends, iiuerpofing for that 
piirpofe, Genoa was pitched upon for the place of negotiation ; 
and Florentines font thither their plenipotentiaries, as 
Icazzo and the pope, who was greatly for peace, did theirs. 
The chief difficulty regarded the captive piince CarrarOy 
whofe deliverance his fon Francifeo infifted upon ; as Galcazzo 
did upon the rendition of Padua. Some difficulties likewife 
occurred w'ith regard to the Sietwefe exiles, who had taken 
refuge at Florence^ and the town of Liaaito, At laft, after 
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various altercations, the matter was referred to the arbitra- 
tion of the pope’s legate, and the doge ^f Genoa^ and, by 
way of compliment, a deputy from the people of Genoa. 

Thofc referrecs having agreed upon their award, demanded 
who was to be guarantee of the peace. “ The fword, 
briflely replied 7omaJft^ one of the Florentine deputies ; Ga~ 
leazzo and Florence now know each other’s flrength.’’ 

This gallant fpeech w'as approved of by Galcaz^o^s party, and 
av^rd was then pronounced to the following cffedl : '' 

That the town of Padua y with all the places taken hy Its terms* 
Francifeo prince of Carrara, fliould remain to him, upon his 
paying to Galeozzo fifty ihoufand ducats in five years time. 

Hopes were likev/Tc given him, tho’ nothing on that bead was 
exprelfy ftipulatcd, that would, of ^is own accor^, 

reftore the old prince to his liberty. All the places which 
the Florentines and the Sienneje bad taken from each other, 
were to be reflored to their original own|rs, except Liciano, 
which was referred to a future negotiation ; and the Siennefe, 
as well as the Paduan, exiles were "to be reftored to their 
eftates. it *w'as likewife fiipula^ed, that Galeazzo*s army 
fhould not pafs a certain boundary fbwards Florence, unlefs 
the Stennefc or the Perugians (hould invite them as auxiliaries 
againft the unjuft attacks of the Florentine^. 

Nothing in this treaty was*fo much founy fault with as Partiality 
the money which was to be paid fox Padua, and which the^/* Gc- 
Floreniincs, it fqpnis, were to advance. Arctin ^ obferves, noefe. 
that, during the whole negotiation, the Gencefc difeovered a 
vifible partiality for Galeazzo ; and even forced the grand ma- 
tter of Rhodes, who was the pope’s legate, to yield fome 
points in his favour. The Florentines in the main, however, 
were well fatisfied with the terms. 

The war between Milan and Florence had, immediately orQ^i^a^- 
remotely, afl'efled the tranquility of all Italy, and every znFn* 

in it carneftly wiflied fon not only the return but the conti- 
nuance of pCL'ce. For this reafon it had been ftipulated, in 
the late negoliatlon at Genoa, that, when the Milanefe and 
Florentine armies were difbanded, efFeftua! means Ihould be pur- 
fued to prevcnc the foldiers from forming themfelves into com- 
panies of* banditti, or robbers; an evil which had often been 
fatal to the repofe of Italy. This was* propofed to be done 
by not difbanding the troops all at once, but gradually ; and 
by the refpeftive parties keepifig in their fervice fuch leaders 
&s were moft capable of heading and condu6ling fuch bands. 

The hittorian tells us, that his countrymen and 
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their allies were fincerc in performing this engagement j 
but that Galeazzo\ mercenaries formed themfelves into a 
body, and demanded a paflage through the Bolognefe and the 
Ferrarefe, T>[iz Florentines^ who perhaps refined a little too 
much upon events, fufpefled'' that Galeazzo had connived at 
this demand, and fent fome troops to the allifiance of the 
Bolognefe^ who had refufed to comply with it. Upon this, 
the companies marched through iht Parmefan towards Tw/- 
cany^ and advanced to the Siennefe^ their ftrength every day 
cncreafing. They then began to harrafs and lay under cori- 
tribuiion the inhabitants of Tnfcany. 

and in- Tke Florentines were extremely uneafy at thofc prcceed- 
jujlice. ings^ efpecially as it now appeared that ne'i her ihc Siennpf 
nor Galeazzo wex their cordial friends. Tfce formed' took 
every opportunity to exprefs their rancour againft Florence^ 
and the latter behaved in a manner that was equally mean 
and bi^'utal. Giovanni Riccis who had made the famous 
fpeech againft Galeazzo^ and one of the Florentine deputies 
who had attended the count de Armignac^ had been made 
prifoncr at Alexandria \ and, after the peace of Genoa^ Ga^ 
leazzo not only raifed his demand of four thoufand florins for 
his ranfom to thirty thoufand, but put him in irons ; and fent 
two of his courtiers to tell him, that though he deferved 
death, yet he ^ould -remit that punifhment upon the payment 
of the money. This was a fum fo impoflible for Ricci to 
raife, that his punifliment amounted to perpetual imprifon- 
raent. Galeazzo, at the fame time, refufed' to reftore the 
old prince of Carrara to his freedom, and omitted no means 
to make -the young one uneafy in his pofTeffion of PaduOy by 
entertaining and fuccouring the Paduan exiles. 

7 he Flo- Such a variety of fufpicious circumftanccs put the Florin^ 

rentines tines upon their renewing their ancient league with their 
rene-ui neighbouring ftates, which they did at Bologna. The par* 

their ties who came into the confederacy were, befides the Floren- 
league. fines and the Bolognefe, the Paduans and the Ferrarefe ; but a 
liberty was referved for any other ftate to enter i\\to the con- 
federacy, which the Mantuans foon after did. This confe* 
deracy is a frcfli proof of the paffion for liberty, which thte 
Italian ftates cherifhed in thofe day$, and the wife meafures 
they purfued to prefe/Ve it. It however gave great umbrage 
to Galeazzo, who, in his turn, publicly complained that the 
Florentines never had been fince'e in the peac^ they had con- 
cluded with him, and he accordingly made preparations for 
renewing the war with more vigour than ever ; but, to gain 
time he named ambaft'adors previcufly to treat with the Fla^ 
rentines. 

Every 
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Every page of the Florentine hiftory produces inftances of Their 
the glory attending the encouragement of commerce amongft great 
a free people. Florence had in a manndl- fupportcd, on her riches and 
owi fhoulders, the liberty of Tufcany ; and had juft firnttioi^magnifi- 
with honour, a moft expenfivC and ruinous war with ihc^wr. 
greateft prince , in Italy, She had paid immenfc fubfidies to 
the princes both of Germany and France^ without being be- 
nefited by them, and irreproachably fulfilled all the engage- 
ments (te had entered into : fhe was dreaded, hated, and 
chvied by many of the neighbouring ftates^gainft whom 
fhe was obliged to keep armies on foot to guTO againft their 
furpriaes ; and yet file continued fo immenlely rich, that her 
citizens, at thi^’flme, ouivierf^ thofe of all Eurype^ in the 
fplentfor an^ el^ancc of their equipages, iiy their manner of 
living, in their buildings and public exhibitions. While they 
every day expedted to re-enter into a bloody and expcnfivc 
war with Galeazzo^ they were celebrating tdts and lourna- 
ments, in honour of the birth of the Fremh king’s eldeft fon, 
with a magnificence that amazed z\\ Europe. From the deferip- 
tion their hiftorian® has given us of thofe divcrfions, it is plain 
that they were intended as an imitaiiosi of the games, fo 
finely deferibed by Virgil^ and common amongft the Romans^ 
who were the patterns of the Florentine policy, both in 
peace and war ; but with this advantage ifi favour of the lat- 
ter, that they were a commercial ft ate. • 

After this magnificent exhibition, Galeazzo\ ambafladors Negctia- 
came to Florence^ where, in a public audience, they highly tion wth 
extolled their prince’s good faith and good will towards the Galeazzo, 
Florentines^ who anfwered then; in terms equally polite and 
general. The ambafladors had expeded that the Florentines 
would have entered upon the fubjcdl of their complaints 
againft their matter ; but being difappointed, they told the 
Florentines plainly, that their inftruftions were to enter upon 
particulars on three heads : that of the banditti, of the be- 
haviour of tljje Siennefe^ and the detention of the old prince 
of Carrara ^^d Kicci in prifon. As to the firft, they pre- 
tended that their matter had done all that was in his power 
tj prevent fuch illegal aflbeiations. With regard to the fe- 
cond, he faid, he was fo far from encouraging the Siennefcy 
that he fiad withdrawn his proteflion from tliem, to render 
them more tractable. With regard to the laft head, they 
faid, it was no juft fubjedl of complaint, as nothing had been 
jHipulated by the peace of Genoa : that the mifbehaviour of the 
young prince of Carrara was the reafon of his father’s de- 

' Aretin, pag. 222, 
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tention ; and that Ricci was the propsrty of an ogicer, and 
whom Galea2.zo could not force to deliver him up. 
to 'whom The Flof’entines affected great furprize at this fpeech, and 
they fend denied they had given authority to any one to fay, that they 
deputies^ had entertained any fui'picions of Galeaxzo\ friendihip. It 
appeared, however, afterwards, that the difcove.y bad been 
made to him by the imprudence of a Florentine prieft, who 
had been employed at his court. The Florentines^ therefore, 
declined making any reply ; and the ambafladors upbraided 
them with tb^ir having received the Mantuan^ which lay, 
as it were, in thc bofoin of their matter’s dominions, into their 
confederacy. To this laft chartie the Florentines rq)lied^ 
that the Mqntuans u^crc their a.^i:iCRt a^ics ; ^nd that, by ad- 
ti\itting them int*- their league, they did no more than .enew 
their former alliance with them ; and that the whole of their 
confederacy was no other than dcfenfivc. As to the other 
parts of their commifflon, the Florentines informed them that 
they would fend a fatij-faftorv anfwer to Galeazzo by depu- 
ties of their own. 'I hrcc accordingly were choien, Felippo 
Adimar^ Rinaldo Gianfigiiazzo^ and Guido Tommafi'y but an 
incident happened at this time very alarming to the Florcn^ 
iines. 

Death of have, on fevcral occafions, mentioned Piter Gambn- 

Gamba- curta^ who had long the chief fway at Pifa^ and, by all ac- 
curta. counts, was one of the worthieft men in his time. He had 

a fecrcrary, Giacomo di Appiano^ who had ferved him fo long 
that he was let into all his affairs and feciets ; and being 
employed and trufted by his mafter in his moft important 
concerns, he privately formed a faftion againft Gambacnria 
in favour of Galeazzo^ who fupported him. In tiie late war 
Appiano had fent his fon Vannes to ferve under Galeazxo i 
and the youth being taken prifoner, Galeazzo valued him fo 
much, that he exchanged Ricci for him. (Jn the return of 
Vannes to Pifa^ their party openly declared thcmfelves ; and 
though Gambacnria was often forewarned of his^faJe, Appiano 
found means to put him to death, and to feize^^ijpon |^e go- 
vernment*'*. This refolution, fo unfavourable for xh^Floren^ 
tines, happened on the fecond of Od.'^ober, 1392, according 
to the Siennefe annals, and retarded the departure of the Flo^ 
rentine deputies. It v/as now plain, that the whole had been 
fehemed and cfFedled by Galeazzo^ whofe partizan Appiano 
profefl'ed himfelf to be. At lad the deputies departed, and 
two or three years paffed in a date of neither war nor peace 
between Galeazzo and the Florentines ; each was civil to the 

A Annali SaneCapud Muratori/' tom. xlx. ad ann. 1392- 

other^ 
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ather> and each endeavoured to betray and outvpit one an- 
other. We (hall, therefore, lay hold of this interval to men- 
tion fome particulars, which, though of Tmportance to hif- 
tory, caonot properly be interwoven with the narrative of 
wars or civil tranfaftions. • 

The hift<arian Leonard of whom we have all along Exiraordt^ 

mentioned by the name of Aretin^ informs us that he was narx fit of 
at this time a young man ftudying the civil law, and there- 
fore we may look upon him in fome fenfe as a* cotemporary 
autihor. From him we learn, that the Italians 4lie Fio- 
reniines in particular, had, for fome timp, laW^fidc the ufc 
of arms, from the great convenicncy they found in Idling 
and employing forjpign |ioops,^^fIid*that tlrble foreigneis weie 
^aTP&f them Avalfy. mention this cirA^mftance to ac- 

count for the extraordinary exceeding of the ta^valry over the 
infantry in all the Italian armies, which the reader meets 
with in almoft every page of this hiftory. He tells us, how- 
ever, that at this time the practice of hirin^foreign horfemen 
was entirely difufed in Italy^ and the Italian cavalry was vvery 
where preferred to the foreitrn. There might, notwiihrlain^iii;/, 
be a reafon fo.^this, which Aietin does n^t mention j we iiiCan 
the other wars in which the other princes of Eurepe were 
now involved, by which they found employment in their own 
armies for all their men. This fudden cbjfnge of characlrr 
feems to have afteded the common people in a 

moft extraordinary manner. According to Arctbiy nothing 
was to be feen al* over the towns but Jong fulemn procei- 
fions of the inhabitants drell in white. All were wrapt up in 
the fervours of devotion. All animofities between one placf* 
and another were now forgot. Two full months were fpenc 
in thofe mutual peregrinations from town to town, 
who before had been fworn enemies, now embraced eacii 
other as friends. All gates flew open, and all places were 
acceffible at the approach of the white robed proteflio- 
Xove and fricndfliip fcemccT to pofl'e/s every bread, 
and j|H|i|Uvei^^ chorus was peace and pity. They who vi^eie 
the n|||H|brward in deriding the accounts of thoie c^traor- 
■ dir^ary appearances, no fooner faw them than they fe^mvd to 
be fmitten with the contagion, and were the torenrod: in put- 
ting on white garments (A). The Florentines fharai deep 

in 

^ Vide Leonarj)! Aretini rvum fuo tempore in-Italia gefla- 
• rup commentarius. 

(A) In the printed copies of taken of a remarkable difFerent 
Aretin*^ commentarv notice is reading on this occaficc. Some 
Mon. Hisr. Voi'.. XXXVI. N read- 
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in^ the common infeflion ; and no fewer than four procef- 
fjons went out of^ their city, which was thereby left uninha- 
bited. At laft the contagion fpread all over Italy \ and, ac- 
cording to Aretin^ no certain account could be given of its 
r,ife. * 

^heV\o- 7'he revival of learning at this period, after lying 
rentines ^ dead in ludy^ accordini^ to AreUn^ feven hundred years, docs « 
thqrtvi- honour to xht Floreritine name. The emperor Cunjlanti- 
wfTs nf come to ltal)\ ro follicit afliftance againft the Turis^ 

kaniing, ir%i^i.s train a noble Byzantine Chryfoloras^*\t- 

novvned for fifs knowledge of Greek learning* The Flcren- 
tmes^ by a folcnin deputation, invited this illifftriou^, fchol?r 
to their city, where he w'as ^fe^'eived fwiih^all the honoiir^ue 
^to his rank ai?‘d merit, and a 1«f!iry vvas^ allowed j^im for 
opening a fcjicol for Greek leclures. Thu?, to the immor- 
tal credit of Floffyitines^ Eui ope owes that invaluable ac- 
quifuion to them. Arciin preferred the leflures of Chryfohrai 
* to thofe of his tW matters, and h^s given us a particular lift 
0/ his noble fchool fellows. Chryfoloras kept his fchool open 
for above two years j but was obliged to attend his mafter at 
Mtlan^ being upon ^lis return to Ccnftaniinofte, While wc 
are upon this fubje»Ef, it is but juftice to Florence^ and the 
memory of Areiin^ who was a fubjeft of Florence^ to mention 
that he majjbe confidered as the great reviver of claflical La- 
tin in Eurefe^ and that no w^riter fince that time has exceeded 
his ftile in purity and precifion ; nor were his countrymen 
ungrateful to his merit, for they raifed him to the greateft em- 
ployments in their ftare. 

Death and The Florentines^ during the ceflaiion of their war with Ga- 
eharaSier leazzo, admitted into the confederacy, of which they were 
^Hawk- the head, the inhabitants of Riminiy Faenza^ Ravenna^ Into- 
wood. lay Ciita di Cafldlo, This enlargement of the confede- 
racy was tl^? more neceffary, as the banditti, privately en- 
couraged by Galeazzoy grew daily more and more formidable. 
But xht Florentinsiy at this time, received ^an in|g|||pable 
A. D. blow by the death of the great Sir fobn 
> 394 * happened in the year 1394- All the Italian wWKKi this 

* age, of whatever country or fa£tion they were, ]^ee,«thaf* 

he was, at the time of his death, incomparably the greateft 
general in Italy^ iiL not in Europe. He married^' the natural 
daughter ot Barnabo oi Milatty by whom he is faid to 

rtzi^\K\^\xEt quafi Deo correpti, which figmfics as If they had* 
as if they had been feized by been feized by what we Ina/ 
God. Other copies read it, call a fit of madnefe, 

£t quaji ajlroy ut dicitury correptiy • 


have 
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have received in portion a million of florins*. NetwUhftand- . 
iiiij; his Toreign furvices, he never forgot that he was 2 L^ Eng^ 
iiJJjmon ; and it was through his means that the marriage be- 
tweenr(jr^i/e»f4s:5;’s daughter and pgince Lionel oi England look. 
place. KJioiians obi'rrve, that though havjhmud died in 
c;vtrcmc olT age, it d:d luot at all abate the vigour of his 
)outl); for he .Oiewed e:rcater fpirit, as well as generalfliip/ 
ill Ills lafl campaign^ than he had done in aiy cf his pre- 
tcJing. \re cap.not take leave of this great mattf without 
o::e obfervatioii/ wbic^ that. ihoj^t^b-.hAj^cd various 
fiait’s, ,ajiJ i:j^ dilTc'etTt j^aterefts^ ve^no iftiputation lies on his 
menioi*/'Oi being f igr me rc e ^ ny^^tef \i 1 fo that his 

Miawi j uvt is in^proacl|jbl|^/R a man, as ^ was •great as a 
hero fij). After beinglTie IccuFiie he became the faviour o# 
the luof f’iglne liberty ; and after his death he wts, at the pub- 
lic expiori'cc, l»oii>ii!cJ with a noble funeral, and a ma^nifi- 
tefji r:i ^nuii.cnt. ^ 

AF'lTiR the banifhment of Alhcrtt^ faclions prevailed xwClmll fat* 
Elorcnce.^ and many of his ^lK•nc!^ and part\ were cither exiled, 
adiiion'5ic<', ffr put to death, b} v.’hai calls the 

which vva?> an exti aoidinaiy ptiwxr delegated, upen 
certain occafuns, to the lords, the colleges, the eight, the 
taptalnsof the wards, and the lyndics of th^ trades*^, 

/tbUi WoS an enemy to the houfe‘ of Alicrtls V account cf 
the dca'.h ridto Allizi ; and beinc gonfalonier of jufiice, 
iie prtxuicd Adq-to ar.d Andrea Alberti^ to be accufed of 
holding a corn-fpondence with the enemies of the flate. This 
huuight on a fitih profecutum of the Alberti p-uty, in which 
Inch numbers of the lower lanks of the per pie were either 
iKlmonifbtd or pur to deailj^ that the rr.ulriti.de took arms. 

Part of them ran to the giear fquare, W'litre the m'.igifl'arfs 
were aflemblevl, and forced them to them for their leaders 
Rinuldo Gicniji^liazzoy and Donato Acciaivoiiy with the enfigns 

• 

• Vide pAUL#Jovius in Earnaba, pa^. 159, and Barnfs’s 
L ife of J|Hwai\f nr. pag. 71S. ^ Vide Ma chi aVel^s Hif- 

lory of Florence, book iii. ® Id. ibid. 


(B) He had a fon ramed jehannesy flius yohamii Hauh~ 
Johriy boFf? in Itahy made njucody t/iilmy natus in farnhui 
knight and naturalized in tire Italia faSlut indigenay ann. 8. 
feventh year of king HenryVJ . Hen, TV, mater ejus nata in far- 
as appeal eth by iK^ record (i), Tibui tranfmarinis. 


(1) In Bihy Cot. & in Arcbt *Turris Lond,u Part Pat, An, Iltn. iV. 
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of the Guetphs and the people in their hands. Others ran to 
the hdufe of Verf di Medici (C), and befought hitn tp take 
Hpon him the government of the ftate, which he nobly re- 
fijfred ; but told the people at the fame time he would do them 
all the fervice he could. He accordingly repaired to the pa- 
^ lace of the prefidents, whom, after clearing himfelf of all 
ambitious views, he exhorted to moderation. The magiftrates, 
on their parti made fo many fair profelfions, that Veri^ upon 
his returfi the people, perfuaded them to lay down their 
arms. This'^atl'tf to the magift rates to arm two thou- 
fand citizens, who they" knew would Hand by them; and 
they proceeded wiin ll.c* fev^;.i\ys.againft the late in- 

^furgents, manyi of whom they puwytJ death, anJ adno^r^TTnea 
others. They were oppofed by Donato Acciavdis who, being 
too precipitate in puthing for the recai of the exiles, was con- 
vidlcd of pradlices againft the (late, and confined in prifon. 
Many of the faiiiily of Medici^ and their friends, were ba- 
niflied at the fame time. The chief exiles, moft of whom 
were fprightly young men, retired to Bologna ; but we are 
now to attend the ii\',litary affairs of Florence^ •arhich Machia- 

Affairs of vd has fcarccly mentioned. 

Ferrara. Upon the death of AlhertOy prince of Ferrara^ whofe fon 
Nicholas at that time was very young, Azzoy who was nearly 
related to the family, was obliged by the tutors of the young 
prince to abandon Ferrara^ and, after fpending fome time at 
Venice he came to Florence^ where he mad» a fplendid appear- 
ance. Leaving Florence at the head of fome followers, and 
being privately fupported by Gahazzo^ he marched to the 
Romagnoy where his party grewjb ftrong, that Nicholas was 
in danger of being depofed. ^^hc Florentines mediated be- ' 
tween them ; but finding Azzo intra£lable, they declared 
themfclves guardians to Nicholas^ Azzo was backed by the 
inhabitants of Ravenna ^nd Forli^ and above all by count 
Barbiani, and continued to be underhand aflifted by Gale- 
azzo. Upon this the Florentines j perceiving) a war was un- 
avoidable, raifed an army, but before it could take the field, 
Brogla Brandolino^ at the head of fome of the bapditti 
in Azzo*% pay, furprifed the caftle of Gargonza near Arezzo. 
This obliged the Florentines to divide their army. One pare 
of it was detached to recover Gargonza^ and another under 
a foreign count called Conrad was fent into the Ferrarefe^ and 

(C) Aretin is filent as to the authority at this period is un^ 
noble behatnour of Veri on {his quellionable, has mentioned it. 
occafion $ but Macbiavelj whole 
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twelve field deputies, (an office which had lain dormant ever 
fincethc laft peace) were appointed to attend their army. The 
Bolognefe had fome connections with A%% 0 ^ which kept them 
neutral in this difpute. 

While thofe great preparatiens were in dependence, am- Flo- 
bafladors came from the emperor Winceflaus^ fon of the ^. rcnuncs 
peror Charles IV. ofiFering the Florentines his aflifiance againft./^^^^"'' 
Galeazzo^ and to march in perfon into Italy for that purpofe.*^^^ 

Some of the Florentine allies, fuch as the Padnans and 
iuans^ were eager for embracing the propofal ; JffA the Fh^ 
rentines, ever true to the maxims of end i ^ cy, were fhy 
of giving an emperor of Getmany omy footing in Italy. They 
therefore prevaile^wM theiMfMMUo^dtai^ne the emperor’s 
Ttfhr,. undeP thd preteHi^iMt they were ne*gotiating a. 
peace with the Milanefe^ and that if it fhould not fucceei, 
they would accept of his generous afiiftance.* In the mean 
time they entered into a negotiation with the French king, 
as being the lefs dangerous ally, in order IQ fecure their inde- 
pendency againft Galeazzo. 

We now arrive at the year 1395, when the Ferrarefe and A. D. « 
the Ai ezzla.^vezTS were ftill continued by the Florentines^ and 1395. 
both of them underhand fed and Tupported by Galeazzo. 

But all of a fudden he recalled the troops ferving in the Arez^ 
zian territories, and very politically prevaited with thofe w»ho 
bad furprifed Gargonza to rendeV it back to ihe Florentines* 

As to the Ferrarefe war, Aretin informs us of an extraordinary 
incident, which* was it not attefted by fo great an authority 
as his is, we (hould not have inferted. He tells, that count 
Barbiani^ the great proteClor and fupport of the pre- 
tender to the dukedom of Ferrara^ was prevailed upon by the 
promife of a vaft fum of money, and the furrender of two or 
three important places, to murder Azzo, But it feems he 
dreft up a perfon, who nearly refembled Azzo^ in his cloaths ; 
and having killed him, he received the reward. Soon after 
the real Azzo appeared to the greft merriment of the public. 

This foul a/ibmpt upon A^o\ life did fome fervice to his 
caufc ; but AJiorgi of Fuenza Joining the Florentines againft 
bjm, count Conrad^ the Florentine general, took him pri'foner, . 

and he was confined at Faenza. 

AZZO being no longer dreaded, th^ Florentines^ who had q^he Flo* 
been greatly provoked by the in{o\tnce of Barbianiy befieged rentines 
him in one of hii own cailles. But the profperous ftate of the urn- 
Florentine afFaif!) had, by thif time, excited the jealoufy ofbrapto 
Iheir allies. The inhabitants of Bolognay Ravenna^ and Imo» tbeirneigh* 
hy openly threatened to renounce their alliance, if they pro- 
cceded to farther conqueI{! in their neighbourhood, or to af- 

N 3 fift 
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fift either Afiargi €fr Nicholas ot Ferrara* Tbfc fiegc of 
however, a place belonging to Barbtani, ftill went on, when 
Alberico Barbiani^ his relation, and Galeazzcl*n general, un- 
dertook to relieve thc' place. Galcazzo made a polite apo- ^ 
logjj to the Floreniines for his general's condofl:, and they 
procured the fiegc to be dlfconiinued. They, however, laid 
fjegc to Caflrocariy a town which had belcinged to the Roman 
fee, an^ had been fold to the Florentines by the pope's gene- , 
ral (a not uncommon in thofe days) but treacheroufly 

derailed by ,^fter receiving the money. The Bologn^e 
again interpofe^ as ir.habitants of Forli^ and ind^^ed 

all the Romagna and. thje neighbouring ft.ates, where th»i Flo-^ 
rentinfs hadr now j^'Tiieiios’lnjtS^/f^r^|bf Pae^za. The 
r^itine hlftoiian mmfclf * feems to ‘^»t*e up the Fiorentiites on 
this occafion, and to condemn their undertaking the fieoe of 
Caftrocariy which made all the dates of Italy y even the Vene- 
iiansy their enemies.. At laft, by friendly inrerpofitinns, mat- 
ters were compronSifed and left to the arbitration of Fjanc:Jco 
of Carrara, 

mean while Appianoy who was now the governing 
fer/Luc- roan in Fijay attempted to Lucca to his ‘obedience ; , 

ca. upon which the Florentines fent a body of troops to PeftWy 
which is but ten ngiles from Lucca^ and a deputy to the Luc- 
quefoy to exhort them to maintain their independency. The 
Lucquefoy feniible of this generous interpofition, admitted the 
Florentine troops into their city, and drove the befiegerb from 
their works ; upon which the friendih«p was renewed between 
the Florentines and the Lucquefe^ and the Pifans were deteftecj 
by both. 

Comma- ACClAIVOLly a noble Florentinty after various revolu- 
tions in tioiis of power in that city, was now at its head. He had 
Florence, long concurred in the general maxims of the ftate ; but all 
of a fudden he favoured the exiles and the admoni^ed, and 
joined with Angeloy the gpnfalonier’s fon, in.^ projed to re- 
ftore and recapacitate them to enjoy public honours. Their 
fchetijcs being made known to the magiftrates, <511 of them as 
one‘ man joined to defeat them \ and Acciaivoliy with his ac- 
complices, were fent into exile. This amazing reverfc«of 
fortune, with regard to a man who, but a few da^ys before, 
was little left than fervereign of i\it Florentine flate, is a ftrong 
proof how tenacious the Florentines were then of their liber- 
ties. ■ Their feverity was the, more remarkj^blc, Acciaivoli 
was a citizen of irreproachable morals, both in public and 
private life; and no charge was brought againll him but 

Aretiit. pag. 227. 
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the g^at credTt be had in the ftatei , which his fellow citizens 
thought incompatible with the name of a free governmeot. 

Along with him were banilhtd . many othlr popular citizens, 
both noble and ignoble, fo that at leaft one half of the /&- 
renting people were at this time Seemed exiles, a 

This yeSr Galeazzo obtained fiom the. emperor of G/-- Milan 
many, who pretended to be lord paramount of Alilan^ i\\f^ereiled int^ 
title of duke, having before that time .been defigned/ only**® 
count cf P'irtuCt which was his patrimonidl inheritance. He 
formally figmfied to the Fiorentiries his ncwaccefli^ of ho- 
nours, and they in complaifance MflffT'RBIvities upon ir. 

But ih«fe appeal ancesof joy w e^^ h ecked in the beginning A. D. 

jr^ie year 1^96, Wh^the 'gTtTf 7 ti\ banditti invaded * 39 ^' 
the jlTezzian terfiiory wmfTire and fvvoid. v'hey were foon 
joined by Barbiam^ the fworn enertiy of the Flonniinsst wiifi 
a great force. The Florentlnei knew that Ba) blanks troops 
were mercenaries, and wifely rcfolved to deal with them as 
fucli. They offered money to their two lAdcrs, Cantclli and 
Filippo Pija^ and thereby prevailed with them 10 leave J5/2r- 
hiani\ fervice^ and to enter into thetrs. We are not aulho- of 
rized upon the face of h.ftory to fay t^hut the fecret views p]o. 
the Florentine government were at this time ; but it is cer- xentiiies, 
tain that the Italian ftates thought them to be dangerous. 

The generals and troops that Flonnth&k bought oflF from 
Barbiani^ to the number of fifteen hundred Borfe, joined 
their army, which was in Modena^ under Bartchmee of Prato 
and Antonio 0bi7jy and made excurfions upon the inhabitants 
of Reggio and Parma^ by which all Barbiams fcheincs fell to 
the ground. Galeazzo complained bitterly of thofe diforders. 

The Fhreniines anfweied, that CanUllIs men (for Pietro of 
Pifa had been detained by Barbuni) were not in the fervice 
of Florence^ they having received only as it were a retaining 
fee, in cafe their fcrvices fliould be required ; a praftice they 
had learned from Galeazzo himfelf. ’^I'bis apology, however, 
feems to be vejy evafive, it being notorious that they were in 
the Florentine ydy ; for after re-eftablifhing Nicholas of Fer- 
rara in his government, they marched to Tufeany^ where 
*th^ wew employed by the Lucquefe againft the Pifms of Ap- 
piano^s party, whom \\\t'Flormtines fecrctly hated. Appiano 
upon this applied to Barblani^ who marched with his remain- 
ing forces to his affiflancc ; upon which the Florentine mer- 
cenaries retired cq Lucca^ and tjie red of the feafon was fpent 
io mutual Ikirmiflies of no great importance. 

Meak while, the Florentine deputies at Milan fent advice Galeazzo 
of a large body of troops^ who were marching under the exjjifts the 
counts of Alberigo and Malefpina^ by GaUazzols order, to the Pil^ns. 

N 4 affiftance • 
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i&firOance df the Pifms. The FlortntineSy great thO* 

deration, not knowing where the fiorm might fall, mediated 
a peace, which with fome difficulty they at laft effeded, and 
%ijcany was evacuated of all thofe mercenaries. Barbiani 

X rched into Lombardy^ wfiere he harrafled the Ferrarefe and 
Mantuan. The Florentines underftanding that in this^ he 
pWas inflrgatcd by Galea%%o^ protcflcd and encouraged the Pi- 
fan e^leb againft Jppiano. Thus, matters for fome time flood 
iieitheV^ a ftate of peace nor war, till jfppiano at laft [^r- 
iuaded tp enter upon hoftilities, and to order all 

his trpops and^riVrPjSs j[o rendeiivous at Pi/i, which they 
did in fuch numb^^as terror ij;jtc^P&rew^. ' 

Tfefara- NoTWiTHsy^DiKiG i^^xhcf^ore^ir^e n\agiftrate>«fer * 
turns ef /^tfjiaved with gredt intrepidity, Tlfil^' now openly took ^Bartho- 
Flo'Cii- lomcw o: Prato xtiio their pay, and gave the chief command 
tines. troops to Bernard^ a French nobleman of great repu- 

tation, who broimht along with him fix hundred choice horfe 
and two hundreu foot, which were quartered about St. Mi* 
rJato and Fucetti : they like wife applied to the Bologtiefe^ and 
their other allies ; tho* the alliftance received ^rom them was 
but flow and infignifoant. The firft ftorm of war fell upon 
the Lucquefe^ who were fuccoured by Bernard. Jppiano laid 
hold of this opportunity to attempt to furprize S/. 
a ftrong place, and of the laft importance to Florence, For 
this purpofe he tampered with Benedetto Marigiadori^ one of 
the chief inhabitants of the town, who entered it by twilight, 
with no more than feventeen accomplices, and killed the firft 
prcfident, expelling, as he had concerted with Appiano^ to 
be fupported by a ftrong detachment from Pifa. This de- 
tachment happened, by mere accident, to fall in with a 
o\' Florentine troops; and, imagining the whole con- 
fpirary to be difeovered, it returned to Pifa. The townf- 
men of St, Miniato^ perceiving the confpiratoxs were not fup- 
ported, took arms and ^drove them out of the place ; and 
the Florentines^ who, on the firft accounts they received, 
thought that their liberties were ruined, took*^care to guard 
againft future furprizes. This difappointment ferved but the 
more to exafperate Galeazzo and his generals, whofe tr^opsr 
now rendezvoufed at Sienna in fuch numbers, tH^C the Flo- 
Their dan- rentine army, unabk to keep the field, were obliged to take 
Ihelter in their fortified places. 

It was generally thought c^t Florence^ th^t the firft opera- 
tions of the enemy would be againft Aret&Oj which is at the 
fame diftance as Florence is from Sienna ; but, contrary to ex- 
peSation, they direfied their narch againft Florence itfelf, 
their force being ten thoufand cavalry, and a proportionable 

number 
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number of infantry. As no war had been fixmally dedarcdf 
the country people not being upon their g^ard, were in a moft 
miferable (ituation, being puriued half naked into" Flannel^ 
and the neighbouring towns, bj^tbe enemy, who proceed/d, 
wherever they came, with fire sSid fword, fo that the wwle 
country abdut Florence was in a blaze. The Florentines^ >rcr- 
ceiving their danger, ordered Bernard and their army t^raw 
near their city, whilft, happily for thd^, their enemi^nder- 
took the fiege of Segni^ a ftrong town near FloTejfce. Not 
being able to take it, t^cir generals begg|^o^^Mm amongft ^ p 
ihemfeivcs, and their army to iMlWSfaway ; fo that the j • 
whole expedition rgl^ned to ^ 

^ORE^CE 'Bcina^s.ii^iwere^ of ^hc greateft 

dangers that hao ever threatened her, was iti danger ot bei^ 
ruined by the rigorous difcipline of her general. Galeazze 
was at this time entirely intent upon reducing Mantua^ which 
be befieged by land and water; and (^(Temions incrcafing 
amongft his generals, Paolo Urfini and Biordi^ with feveral 
other general officers, entered with their troops into the fer- 
vice of the I^orentines. As moft of them were foldiers of for- 
tune, the fubjedis of Florence fometitn^s fufFered equally from 
them as from their enemies Bartholomew of Prato was next 
in command to Bernard in the FlorenUtff army ; but not Bartholo- 
brooking the other’s fuperiority, he plunder^ fome maga- mew of 
zincs which the general had ereded for the uic of his army \ Prato 
upon which Bernard put him to death. This punifliment^^ death, 
inflicted on a general officer, who, in bis military capacity, 
was efteemed to be equal if not fuperior to Bernard himfelf, 
liighly difgufted the Florentine auxiliaries and mercenaries. 

Paolo Urfini and Felippo of Pifa^ who was now in the Floren- * 
tine fervice, feparated from Bernard \ and it was with the 
greateft difficulty that the field-deputies kept the reft of the 
army together ; but they a<5led with fo much prudence and 
refolution, that their country fuSered but little in the end, 
by the example of juftice that had been made. 

This waS the more wonderful, as the enemy was ftill very ne Flo- 
powerful in Ttifcany and Mantua^ a ftate in alliance with Flo- rencines 
i^nci. Count Alherigo commanded the Pifan army at Sienna \fuccovr 
and a gj;eat body of the Pifan troops were encamped about Mantua.' 
Politiano and Cortona, Notwiri)ftandihg all the difficulties 
and dangers that then furrounded the Florentines^ they re- 
folved to fucCQur Mantua^ #fid for that purpofe gave the 
•command of a body of troops to count Hugues do Moniforty 
who was foon fuperfeded in bis comnaand by Carlo Malateftoy 
a much abler general. All this while the war was carried 
aery brifkly on in Tufeanjy but generally to the advantage of 

the 
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< 7Jke of t'lorthc^ ' 

tAe Plorintinesi wfaofe incurfiohs reached to the very gates of 
Sienna and Pija. ^ 

.\The more glorious the conduft of the Florentines ^nAS 
abibad, the greater was their danger at home. Mafo de Al- 
ever fince the baniflintent of Aedaivoliy had held the 
chibi fway in Florence^ where he was hated by a great pait of 
tj;ie cuizens; 7 "hc chief of the exiles refided at this time at 
Bolog^^ and tjiey heJd^a private correfpondence with Ptg^ 
gielio znu^Baronlo Gavicciulli two citizens who lived admo- 
niflied ancT Aq^^red fiom the government of Florence. 
7 'hore two perkins young noblemen of great qua- 

lity, and two citizm^ ^fnig^jgr degie^,^jo return j'ecretly to 
the city, and to an miurrcft'pn pi Tavour qr the 

cjfizens, by afl'alKnating Albi%u T Tfe nanu.s of the conlpi-^ 
r a tors were Pe^hio Cavicciulliy Thomas de Ricci. Antonia de 
Medici^ Benedetto Spiniy Antonio Girclami^ and CriJLfcro^Car- 
lone. Thofe thougjjtlefs young noblemen met wnh the fate 
their raftinefs merited. Being admitted into the cit5S c 
of their fpies watched Alhisuh houfej and upon his coming 
abroad they ran to kill him, but either cafually or advilldly 
he flipt into an apothecary’s {hop, and efcapet/ the danger. 
This difappointment did not daunt the confpiiators, Flounfli- 
ing their fwords thj[^y called out “ Liberty and deftruition to 
‘‘ the tyrants,^* and killed two perfons of the oppoCte party. 
This proceeding ftruck the citizens with horror, lb th^t not 
a man joined the confpirators, who retired tp the church of 
St. Reparata^ determined to k\\ their lives as dear as they 
could. The church doors, however, were broken open, and 
the confpirators either killed or feized, and after trial put to 
death. 

MACHIAVEL informs us, that when this infurredlion 
was fupprefled, Florence efcaped another confpiracy, formed 
by Galeazzo againft her liberty. His plot was to introduce a 
company of refolute bandi^jti into the city, where they were 
to be admitted by accomplices of their own ^narty, and to 
murder all the magiitrates and minifters of ftatef One Sam- 
miato was Galeazzoh chief agent in this confpiracy, which 
he opened to Silvejier Cavicdullu who difeovered the whole iPo 
the magiftrates. Sammiato was taken, and being put to the 
jack dilclofed all the*^ particulars ; but only he and another 
confpirator Davifivftve put to death. . Though it .is probable 
that this confpiracy was more ^aginary thar^real, yet a Ba- 
lia, or court of enquiry, was immediately ere£ied for puni{h-« 
ing all concerned in it, and they proceeded with fuch rigour, 

o 

* Machiavel, book iii, Aretin, pag. 233;. 

that, 
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ihut, befidcs a grc-t number of mechanics, fix of the famil 3 |r 
of Ricci^ fix of the Albert^ two of the Medici^ three of thl 
5tW/, two of the '‘‘together with Blndi and|L 

Bernardo Admiariy were found euHty, and the families £ 

Alberti Ricci and Medici^ werc^ admoniflied for ten yeay. ^ 

Not contented with this, they condemned Antonio Alberti,^'* 
one of the moll: harmlefs men in Florence^ the paymjw of^ 
a large fine, and to be banifhed three hundred miles d^ance 
from the city; and they afterwards banifhed all thc^elLcn- 
ilants of xS\t Alberti family who were abovefif^n of age. 

During ihofe domtll:ic conciL&fji0fSfttrr^"/on’^^^ were <7^V Flo- 
makings a great fi^jn^ in Lond^j^y^ general rcMtuies 

00ml\orloMalaiejia rditea {xc^i rcox^antu^vexiVi ihe entire Ga» 
deteaTof GalcaofzQ*% aTm^'^tdis camp was’Maken, as » 

about two thoufand of his cavalry, and abouj one hundrea * 
nnd twenty final 1 (hipping, which had been employed in the 
fierge. Calcazzo upon this font orders for count Aiherip tf> 
leave Tujlany^ and to march to his allirtanct. His departurr' 
left the Fhrenibies at liberty :o revenge themfelves to the full 
upon xhQ 'Pipuis and the Siennefe^ for the dread'u! calamities 
they had lately inflicted on tfteir 7'heir fuccefies ir) 

Tujlany^ however, were fomewhat abated by the unfevour- 
able turn their affairs took in Lombardy^ where their troops 
had neglcfted to puifue the great^advantage they had obtained 
over Galeazzo, I'his remiffnefs, together W'ith many of them 
leaving the fervice, gave the latter an opportiinitv of reco- 
vering all his fliipping, and of (hutting up the few Florentines <i;antagei. 
that remained within their entrenchments. To complete the 
misfortunes of the Fhreniinesy their general Mahitpjla was 
abfent at this time, and their allies were extremely backward 
in affifting them, becaufe the p^pe and i\\^ Fenetiam had un- 
dertaken CO mediate a peace at Imola. 

Though Alherigo had left Lombardy ^ yet a body of Allla- Rcuoluiion 
nefe ixoo^s ftill remained Pifa, ^ Their behaviour w^as fo^/Hfa. 
infuppor table t^) the inhabitants, that a formal battle enfued, 
in which mo*u of the foldicrs were killed, wounded, or taken 
prifoners, and they who e leaped were forced to fly out of the 
cisy. Amongft the wounded was Paolo Savclli their general ; 
and amoirgft the prifoners were feveral officers of great rank. 

The townfmen midc theiTifelves maflersfff all the arms, horfes, 
and baggage that bad belonged to the fold ers, who, as they 
gave out, intendifd to feize upgn and plunder their city, 'fhis 
event gave vaft ple^fure to the Florentines^ who immediately 
fent a deputation with offers of afliffance and fupport to the 
Pifans^ whom they congiacuUted upon their recovered lifiercy, 

'rhe deputies were received with great civility but the ad- 

drefi 
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^Hrefs of Gifkazz 9 frufirated their fchc me. He laid the blame 
4 f what had happened entirely upcn the rapacioufnefs and 
^([mprudencc of hif own foldiers, and highly commended the 
‘ Wfans for what they bad done. By this means, and by the 
nianagementof /tppiano^ ftiil^thc implacable enemy of the FIo^ 
rh^ines^ the war between the two liatcs w'as renewed ; and the 
plundering all the trafl of coaft between and 
Legl^n^ returned to Florence loaded with plunder. 

A nmtia- 1 iNjn^gdtiation fur peace ( 1.111 went on at InvAu ; but Ca^ 
iion for Pfesang now recovered his aftairs, infifted upon lt»ch 

pfuce^ unrcalonable t(iruTsS3%KC«ve umbrage to the Fenctians^ who 
had for feme time beciij^ous of bis power. He vyas hill 
carrying on the ; 'Ki'ilnhs no w fent 

a formal ambafiy, requiring r-iife b, or to ^pedt 

them for his enemies. This denunciation ft) grejtly alarmed 
Galeazzo^ tha't he began to treat of peace iii e;ood carntfl, 
and the conferenccb wcie removed io Pavla. This ne gotia- 
tion did not, however, flacken the prepara of the F.crcn- 
thm for war \ for while the negotiations were rii pending, they 
fent deputies to hiie troops both in France and Get many. 

A. T). About the begini^ing of the year 1398, Btordi^ a foldier 
1398. of fortune, who had by turns ferved Gaieazzo and the /V®- 
rentines., was killed by a private inhabitant of Penugia^ where 
he had for fom6 time domineered. The townlmen, how- 
ever, did nbt approve of the manner of his death, which 
Biordi^s friends and followers revenged upon the murderer’s 
family, he himfelf efcaping. The Florentiaei cfFered theP^- 
rugiam a body of troops for their protcdlion, which was ac- 
cepted of s but foon after the family of the Ubertiniy and fe- 
veral noblemen of great intcreft in Tufeany^ declared for Ga^ 
Uazzo^ and put themfelves and their polTeffions under his 
protedlion. This defeftion alarmed Florentines the more, 
as he had found means to furprife CivitcUa^ a ftrong caftle in 
the neighbourhood of Arezzo. All thofe events feemed to 
indicate a continuance of the war; but the Florentines^ being 
now joined by ;he Venetians^ were encouraged to hope for 
affiftance from fevcral powerful princes, both in France and 
Italy, In the mean while they regained pofleflion of Qivi- 
tella ; and it was agreed between them and Galeazzo^ that 
as it was next to ^impoiBble for them to fettle the terms 
¥ a definitive peace, that they (laould conclude a truce for 
A truce years. This meafure being determined upon, the P/®- 

eonc/uded, ^tniines countermanded the troops that were preparing to 
inarch to their afliAance ; but that was far from rcAoring the 
tranquility cf Tufeany. Galeazzo^ and the enemies of the 
Fiareniinesy foon perceived that all the view of the Venetians 
/L was 
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w;is to ke^p the war out of- Lomharfiy^ aiid that the Florintlm 
were to expe(ft no affiftance from then^ in Tufeany, Tic 
troop**, therefore^ who had been difmified by GetUazzo^ by h|M 
connivance broke into Tufeany^ and took quarters in thcA*- 
ennefe^ whije the TJbe^tini^ vnd the other noblemen in the Ij- 
fantirj^ finding that they were furrounded by the Florsntinmox- 
treffes and territoiics, took arms .ro open themfelves^ frt^ 
egrefs and regrefs to and from their eflaics, yhich fftxo re- 
fyfed them by the Florentines. / 


By this wrciZ ^ ppiano of zni Vannes^ Re'vrlutim 

being dead, his fecond Ion G^^r/ir^^T’fLcreeded to hi,s power. rJ Pila. m 


about entering into a league with them. TJre terms he de- * 
iranJed vvns> that the Flircntln- \ iiinuKi, at ihcirown expcnce, 
fiirnifli him with and pay fix imndied and two hundred 
foot ; but the Florentines, thinking the demand mercenary and 
difhonourable, rejected ir, tlio’ they offered to become the 
hearty allie.v^f the Pifnns upon an rqual honourable footing. • 

In the year ] 399 tlie war a^ain rtged in Tufcany\ and Ga- 
leaz%o\ party in Ptfa coming to the knowledge of the late ne- *399* 
gotiaiion with the Fiotehtims^ prevailed^wnh Gerrnth., who^l^^f * 
was unequrti to the jv-d he hVUl, jHAi ily by jjprce and partly *‘“‘^**’7* 
by perfuafion**, to reri:{n to him the government of Pi fa. The 
Fljchiines confidcred this acqulfition as a threatning blow to 
tl'.c independency of th'‘ir ftate, and the rather, as he made no 
ferret that he v/ould likcwi/e fooii render himfcif mailer both 


of Sienna and Ptm^ia. As to the Sicniefc., they had been 
)\*ng his alius, but n'jvcr hjs ihbjecls ; and they ftill retained* 
an appearance of independeiuy. The Pernpans v.’ere in a 
woife fituation. The pope claimed the fovrrrigniy of their 
flare, as having been l(nmcr!y annexed to the (ire of Rome^ 
and gave his genera! orders to rcv1#jte it. The Pen-fjnns upon 
th^is applit]fl tfor proteftion to the Fi'j}ef:fincs.t wliO, unwilling 
tib embroil ihemfclves with lii** hoopch*, declined being con- 
rerned in the aCfiiir. The who mortally hated ail 
Tubietftion to the pope, were then forced to apply for proteflioa 
to Gake^zCy which he readily grunted them, before the Flo^ 
rentlncs^ by the perfuafibn of fome of fheir bed patriots, could 
repair the falfe fiep they had m^tde when they rcjefled liie of- 
fers of the Pemfgians, The <y*nfi*quencc of thofe great acqiuifi- 
’ tions made by Galeazzo, was, that the Bolognefe renounced rbeir 
league with Florence.^ and entered into his alliance, and theSf/n- 
mje fubmitted to him. TChus he became more powerful than 
ever in Tifcany, without giving the Florentines any handle for 
toitiplaiuing that he had violated the tr^icc. SECT. 
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SECT. VIII. 

t the J^ifirejfes ^ef the Florentines, ^hetr' 
rnva^ed by a Plague. A Con[p\rccy d;fco- 
Revolutions in the Empire, hhe Floren 
vite the Emperor into Italy. Ilis Arrival 
Jh di/agrees with the Florentines, and re- 
Gerniany. 7 he Duke of Milan ccmplafi^s 
of the FlorentuKe’S^^'^^jr in the Bologhefe, Death 
Galea zzo. J Jii^tures rf-rin tLe^Pjlo- 
rian. ’Conqi^Jl c/Pi('a p^vi^g,^orei:^tin»:s. 

^ lutions in the Popedom. The Council of Conftanre 
is hild. An Account of Bfuccio the Perugian, ll'c.r 
between the Florcnunes and the Milantfe. Peace 
concluded. The Empet or Sigifmund arrives in Italy ; 
returns., and dies. Dijlrejfcs cf the Florentines. A 
genera! Council held at Ftrrara. 7 he Duke r/ Savoy 
ckojen Pope TuTcany invaded by Nicliolas cf Pi- 

cino, whe is conquered in the Tear 1440. 

\ 

Danger ef ycaf^l400 opened with a very gloomy profpefl to 

the Flo- the FloreviincSj through the g»-owing power of GnUeizzo^ 

on the one hand, and that of the Vbm'm and the Cafantiu 
lords on the other. To add to their didrtires, Vgucao^ who 
was then the leading man or lord of Cortona^ feemed difpofed 
16 favour (Saleazzo, by prohibiting provifioni* or goods of 
any kind to be carried through his dominions to Florence^ un- 
lefi the Florentines would grant him moft unreafonable terms. 
To oblige them to comply, he prevailed with fome of the 
Arezzians to {ur\m(€L Afontfjgnana^ a ftrong place, extremely 
convenient for cither parly, when at war with t[\e other. This 
adt of hoftility brought on others from the F/orejAines. They 
fent one of their generals, with a party of horfe, to open the 
paflTages of the lakes and rivers that Uguccio had damm&J 
up, which was done without any oppofition from him. In 
the mean while, Gakazzo fent four hundred horfe into the 
Cafantin, to adl as an opportunity {hould prefenc, and foftered 
a war between the Bolognefe an^ AJiorgi of Fa^nza. 

AtmihU During thofe commotions, fo terrible a pefiilence brok^ 
pftiUnce, cut at Florence^ that it threatened to depopulate the city. It 
fwept ofF equally the old and you,ng of both fsxes ; nor was 
there any avoiding it, but by flight. All the principal inha- * 
. bkants 
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t^Itailts retired to the Bvhgmfe'y and of thofe whofc clrc^tr 
ftanccs f!id not permit them to fly, no fewer than thirty tbrl 
fand died in a few weeks. This pefiilerfte ceafing in othj 
places of Itafy^ as well as Florcm?^ the war raged with aif 
-.violence than ever. Paolo (ywuifi feized the governmtnlof 
Lvaa, Ufa f do lord of Cofto7ia^ and Rolert coufit of 
one of the Cnfantin lords, died. Both of them had^een 
enemies to FIorrme\ bur the latter, upon his de:ith-b|)B, ha'M 
made the Flormlines the guardians of his in/am fonywho was 
accordingly bred up at Florence, Fiandj'co dc Ca[sti had fuc- 
ceeded hss kinfman Vguccio in the^^-ptmment of Cortona^ 
gnd (Reined bt tier inclined towj^ru? the Florentines than his 
predecefl’or hnd Lucca^ afFtfted 

a iflwiiralit# ; but bcin^f^wlpered with bv C^alsazzo^ he civilly 
declined entering into a league with the Florentines, • « 

The late peftdence had given the dirdfictSlfd Florentines an pktdifk 
opportunity of cah/ilhng againfl the government; and a party 
of them, who had fled to the Bohgnefe%\\z<l entered into a 
confpiracy fjr murdering the magiflrates, and placing them- 
feives in their feats; and, in Ih^rt, for altering the whole 
fyftcm of th? civil government. T'hj confpiracy was difeo- 
vered by Sihr/lro Adimcri,, w^ho had been iblicitcd to enter 
into it by TJ/cc/', one of the <'a6iion, and who dilclofing the 
whole to the government, they, feized an«l put to death the 
ringleaders of the confpirscy, and fentenced^to banilhment 
p!ar>y of their confederates, who had not yet returned to 
Flort nee. • 


Tov/aiids the end of the year, Giovanni Bentlvcglio feized Rtvolutfay, 
noon the government of Bohgna, This was an event of fo at 
;Mcat impo'taiice to the Florentines.^ that they fent an extraor- na. 
tlinary deputation, compofed of the ableft and grealefl: men 
of their fliare, to congratulate h’m upon his acceffion to that 
government, and to offer him the friendfbip and afliftance of 
Floreme. Ga'Cnzzo was not behind them in the fame pro- 
feflions ; and his deputies feemed \o vie wnth thofe of Florence 
in cnui UD* ^cntivoglio's friendfliip ; but he leaned towards 
the forme'. The affairs of Italy now about to aflun?e 
9 new face. « 

The emoeror Chailes IV. was fucceeded in the empire German 
by hib foh TVencpjlaus^ w'hofc wicked dirgofition was heightened a/fitirs. 
by an infanity of mind, contracted throvgh- intemperance ; 
and, after varioiis revolutions of fortune, he was depofed 
from the empue, the cle£i(frs having chofen Robert count- 
palatine of t\\^Rhine.t and duke of Bavaria^ to fucceed l}im. 

Amongft the other marks of rr.irgovernment TVenceJlaus was 
charged with, one wa*?, i!iat he had, to the pr^-judice of the 
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I ^risl dignity, fold the rights of the empire over Lombard} 
GatfozXo for ooe hundred and fifty thoufand crowns of 
^old, and given hiiA the title of duke or Milan. The depo- 
lil'on of Ivenccjlaus gave the Flotentinei hopes o^fiiftance 
fn^ the new emperor, who/ent ambalLdors to Rome to fig- 
nitj^his eleSion to BenediSi^ one of the popes; for there v.crc 
two \hen in Europe. The Florentines heating his ambafladora 
^ere Vn the road, treated them with extraordinary civilities, 
and fen^deputies of their own into Germany to invite the em- 
D. peror xMxf'Italy. He heard them with great complacency ; 
^ 1401. but,' like his predeceiTors, all his anfwers implied that he ex- 
pelled they were to give’^nin money, 
fir Flo- Soon after Beyfht/gliaecoo^xviMfA that had been 

rentines entered into between of Femzi, and the B-^lognefe^nii 
Pen- t 5 )th Galeazzo and i\iti Florentines fent him auxiliaries; but 
tivoglio, jfjiorgi being well fupported, a peace was concluded between 
him and Benilvoglio^ to the great dillikc of count Alherigo^ 
who commanded feparate body of twelve hundred horle, 
and was 'AJiorgt's bitter enemy. His refentment went fo fai, 
that he brought Galeazzo to cake part againft Bentivoglio^ 
whofe chief dependence now was upon the Florentinesy as 
theirs was upon the emperor* They, therefoie, being every 
day apprehenfive that all Tufeany^ if not all lialy^ would fall 
under the power of prefTed him, more than ever, to 

come to their belief, and a bargain between them was at laft 
ftruck. The Florentines obliged themfelves to pay to the 
andinvite emperor two hundred thoufand golden ducai\>, part in hand, 
ibe emperor and part as foon as he entered Galeazzo's dominions in a hof- 
fM/s Italy* tile manner. The payment of this vafl fum was agreed 
t6 be made at Fenice by the hands of Btuiy a Florentine mer- 
chant of great credit and reputation. The emperor, that he 
might touch the money, filled all Italy with the news of his 
preparations ; but, after the firft payment, they were fome- 
wbat flackened. He arrived, however, at Trent ; and, in or- 
der to be intitled to the refidue of the money, he advanced 
agatnft Brefda^ a town belonging to Galeazzll. There the 
latter oppofed him with a ftrong body of Italian cavalry; and 
though the emperor’s army, having been joined by Leopold 
duke of Auftriaj and other German princes, was very nu- 
merous, yet it was intirely defeated by Galeazzo^v generals, 
and obliged to retire to Trent with vail lofs. Albamed 
to return to Germany^ without doing fomething worthy his 
great name and preparations, he was perfuaded by the Floren* 
tine deputies, and Francifeo of Carrara, to march to Padua ; 
where a new deputation, confifting of the four greateft men 
kiFUrme, attended him with fix hundred Italian borfe, com- 
manded 



• nlatufed fey the famous- Thofe deputies, in CQtiki^SS&^ 

W!ih found that be had nothing really in view but A ^ ' 

get the remainder* of the money, and that he was fo miferabtf 
poor he could not keep his army- together, without depend]^ 

Kyi\i\\Q Florentirfgs, * ' ^ 

'I'his inaRiliiy of the emperor was a tender point foxj^tHedeceivu 

* Flarentinci ; and therefore IQttori^ who were ^ Xh^hem^ 

l>fad of iheUepiKdtioh, rctuined to"F/:»rr«rtf,vW^erc ihqy gave 

a verbal account of their negociation. The ^orenti/teiy un* 
wining that the emperor’s indigence (liould be publicly known, 
fent Irelh in(lru£tions to their depi){ifes, who remained with 
him ^K^^aduay promjTing to grattST all his demands, provided 
^ he would continue with'^sjrmy in Italy ali> the winter, and 
entcr^iipon ftoftflities againtl Galeazzo early in the fpring^ 
lint he inlided not only upon the refidue of thg money being 
iuimcdi.uely paid, but that they fliould enter upon a new fub<^ 
fujiary treaty with him, it he remained n^ Italy. The Flo- 
te*itinesy forefeeing his drift, refufed to compTy with his terms j 
and, after fpending a month in mutual altercations, he or- 
dered his army^to retreat towards Germany •y while he himfelf 
went to Venue^ where he complained nfnft bitterly of the iii- 
fmeeriry of the FlormtineSy and their breach of good faith. 

The Florentines, who greatly depended on thf Venetians^ took 
care to fend two deputies to wtidcceive them.^ In a public 
audience they obtained, they complained, though with great 
clccencv, in ihcir J^urn, that the emperor had not fulfilled hia 
encagements. They infifted, that he had received more than 
half ihc money that had been promifed him ; and that the 
remainder was to be paid only after he had began hoftilities 
againlt Galeazzo with a powerful army ; that his army wr’as 
weak, and that he had retreated from their enemy upon the 
firft appearance of danger. The Venetians Teemed to take 
part with Hat Florentines \ but ftrenuoufly endeavoured to 
make up matters between them. 4.11 their mediation was 
fniiilefs, and th$ emperor left (heir city. 

NoTHINcTjut the imminent danger of the Florentines could tut returns ' 
have prevailed with them to have continued this negotiation, to i^Adua. 
'rhe event was, that the emperor, upon his receiving the 
money he demanded, countermanded the inarch of bis troops, 
and returned to Padua^ where he pafied i\fc winter. 

It is evident, that at this time the Flcrentints were the only Great fpU 
people of (pirit \njtaly. Neither the pope nor the Venetians rit cf the 
coyld be brought to, declare ’Ag 2 L\x\^ Galeazzo \ and the em- Floren- 
peror, pretending he could not work impoiribilities, returned ; 
to Germany. Ail this time CaUazzQ^s ambalTadors, and the 
Florentine di^puties, were pleading the caufe of their principals 
Mod. Hist, Vol. XXXVI. Q « . 
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*Pjg^emci \ but the Venetians^ though they appeared on all OC« * 
pfions to fide with the Florentines^ could not be prevailed upod 
Vo depart from their neutrality. The emperor’s expedition 
ii&o Italy j however, at the invitation of the Florentines^ was 
or fervice to them, as it dhcoiiraged feveral fiates, Pijioia 
particularly, to oppofe Galeazzo^ ' 

• Was no fooner known that the emperor and his army 
were cvi their return to Germany^ than Galeazzo declared open 
war agilinft Bentivoglio of Bologna^ with whom he had hither- 
to kept fome meafures. He was now reconciled to the prihce 
of Mantua^ whom he ic.nt into the Bologmfe at the head of a 
powerful army, commanded, under him^ by fome of the heft 
general- officers in Italy, The Florentines^ as ufual, werc>,^ 
/aithful to their allies ; and fent their general ^rnard{^\iom 
they ftill retamed in their fervice, to the affiftanceof the 
lognefe. Some other ftates, the allies of Florence^ followed 
their example, tilj. the Bolognefe auxiliaries grew fo powerful, 
that the Florentines feemed to reft the fate of Tufcany and of 
hut they Italy upon that of Bologna. The Florentines^ and their allies, 
are totally took poft at the village of Cafaleci, about four miles from 
defcated, logna^ as being the moft proper for covering'^that city from 
the attempts of the enemy. But there was no comparifon 
as to the goodnel^ and difciplinc of the troops. The Floren-> 
tines and their allies were attacked with fuch fury by their ene- 
mies, that tKey were intirely defeated, and all of them, ex- 
cept a very few who efcaped to Bologna^ >^ere cut in pieces. 
Bernard and fome of the chief Florentine generals were made 
prifoners. The confequence of this great defeat was, that 
«thc enemies of Bentivoglio within Bologna took arms, and, 
after killing him, opened their gates to Galeazzo^ party, who 
now made themfelves mafters of Bologna. 

The Florentines were ftruck with the greateft confterna- 
tion at the news of the defeat of an army, on Which was all 
their dependence. But ^heir enemies were commanded by fo 
many leaders of different interefts, that, fs^** from purfuing 
their blow, they gave the Florentines leifure to provide for 
J'ky reco- their own fafety. The firft thing they did was to quell the 
^er from attempts of the TJbaldini and the Cafantine lords, who had trken 
their cen- arms after they heard the Florentines had been defeated: They 
fernation. refumed theiv old fyftem of politics, in applying for 
afliftance to the pope and the Venetians^ who, they knew, 
w'ere very uneafy at the vaft growth of Galiazzo*s power ; but 
^•though the friendfliipef both was fought with extreme car- ^ 
neftnefs by the Florentines^ both of them feemed to dread the 
horrors of a war. The pope’s tftrength lay chiefly in his fpi- 
ritual arms, and he hid feen both Bologna and Perugia 

wrefted 
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wrefted from the papacy. The Venetians^ prctendingjfi^ 
had fufFered greatly by their late wars i^ith Genoa^ and tae 
checks their trade had received, declined entering into my 
engagements with the Florentines againft Galeazzo^ unlefe ,the 
latter were at almoft all the expence of the war. The Fh^ 
rentines thdhght it ignominious to fubmit to fuch conditions, 
and, dreading the infidelity of fo mercenary a peop^, re>- 
jedled the terms. . 

While the Florentines were in this ftate of difappointment GaleaMO 
arfd anxiety, Galeazzo fent ambafTadors Venice with ^zpropojes a 
propofals for peace, in which i\\t Hlorentines were to be • 

eluded. This news was at firfKdifcrcdited at Florence^ and 
Galeazzoh intention diftrufted. At laft the Florentines or- 
dered their^leplLties at Venice to enter upon a negociatim 
with Galeazzo and the Venetians at the fame tii^e. But a great 
event now happened, which rid them of their anxieties. 

This was the death of Galeazzo^ who fujvived the taking of 
Bologna but a few weeks. According to Atetin he was fin- 
cere in his propofals for an accommodation with Florence^ that 
he might leave his fons, who were very youngi in peaceable 
pofTeilion of liis great and opulent cteminioiis. Bilius \ a 
Milanefe contemporary hiflorian, is filent as to his finccrity ; 
and, to the glory of Flounce^ he tells us, ^hat they were the 
only people in Italy whom Galenzzc had not n^de either hi<: 
fubjeds or his friends j and that, had he lived but a few days 
longer, FlorcnLC^ now deferted by all her allies, muft have 
been conquered, as fixteen thoufand horfe, and an equal num- 
ber of foot, were on their march againft it as far as Sienna^ 
when they received orders to halt- The Florentines found 
means to come at the certainty o( Galeazzo' s death, though 
it was kept very private ; and they dilpatched orders to tlitir 
deputies at Venice to proceed no tanher in the negcciatiorr, 
either with the Venetians oi the Alilancfe. 

But the fafety of Flortme muft Jbave ftill been precarious rndthdj-^ 
had it not beet^ for the diflentions that prevailed amorigtt the ordaof Ls 
generals an^grandees of Milan. Galeazzo had left to his cldeft 
Ion, yohn^ the grrateft part of his dominions 5 and to his fe- 
csxid {on Philips Pavia^ Novarra, Veicelli^ Altjjandiia^ and 
other places in the neighbourhood ; and had made his natural 
fon, Gabriel^ lord of Ptfa^ Luna^ Seranz^^ and other pLces on 
that coaft. He left the tutelage of his fons to Peter arch- 
bifhop of Milanp Carlo Malatejla lord of Rimini^ and Gtatom 
Vermi, It appears hy Bilius ^ that the court of Milan^ not- 

* Ibid. pag. 248. • ^ BiLiius apud Murat, tom. 

xix. p. II. 
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. ^Vitl^ffanding its power, was at this time little better than 
baAarous, which m&ft have been occafioned by their long 
wa\«{; and that the education of ihc young princes was ne- 
gledted, merely for want of perfons capable to inftru6t them. 
The relations of Galecz^o^ w'ho weie numeious ?nd ambi- 
tious,^ jook amifs that they had been excluded from all {hare 
in the government ; and no regard was p^id to Galea%%o*s 
widow, the mo..her of the princes, who were at laCi put un- 
der the tutelage of Giovanni Cajjaii^ a foldier, but a man of 
virtue : but this Cajfati was foon murdered by the factious no- 
bility, and the Florentinef^'zif^ accufed ** of having fomented 
rebellions amongft the 'A^ilanefe fubjefls. - 
Jhe Flo- This charge, however, redounds to their l\ono;jr, as they 
rentincj locked upon the Ttffcan acquifitions of Galeazzo to have been 
make^ar made by treachif'ry as much as force ; and, in efFedl, all they 
f>t Milan, did was to invite the neighbouring ftates, who had been there* ■ 
by difmembered frog'll their alliance, to recover their liberty. 

^ Being well acquainted with the dilTentions that prevailed at 

Milan^ they at laft entered into a league with pope Bonifaccy 
and took the field againft the Milanefey namin)^ Nicholas of 
Ferrara for their general. Their firit attempt was on the 
Parmefatiy where they were ftouily oppofed by OttOy the Mi- 
lancfe governor. At lafi a negociation was propofed ; and it 
was managed between Malatejlay on the part of the Milanefey 
and Gianelliy brother to the pope, on that of the allies. The 
Florentines had demanded the rendition of Bologna and Peru- 
gia, Malatejia adted fo artfully, that he perfuaded Gianelli 
Their great it could be by no means for the intereft of his holinefs to 

Jernjue to depend upon fuch powerful allies as the Florentines ; and that 
the pope, the court of Milan was ready to reftore Bologna and Perugia 
to the Holy See, provided the Florentines were left out of the 
negociation. This propofal was agreed to, and Gianelli was 
immediately put in poiTefiion of Perugia, Upon this, the 
allied army returned to Tufeany, 

Whatever refeniments the Florentines mig*iit.have, upon 
being excluded from the late negociation, they were fo far 
from making any public complaints, that they made a merit 
of being the means of re-annexing to the Holy See two fucTi 
valuable acquifitions, ^ and of having difmembered them from 
the Milanefe, They next attempted to roufe the Siennefe to 
a fenfe of their liberty, by encouraging and fupporting the 
party there that was in oppofitib'n to the MilSnefe. But fail- 
ing in this attempt, they declared war againft the Siennefcy 
who threw themfelves upon the ^rotedliou of the Holy See 

^ Billius, ubifupra, p. ij. 

and 
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and Gianelli. This being more agreeable to the Florey 
than if they had continued their attachments with th^Qurt 
of Milttriy and a peace fucceeded between Florence 
Sienna. 

L ADIS LAV S^ fon of Ctarles of Durazzo, was at this Ladifl^ns, 
time king«of Naples^ and pope 'Boniface was dead. Ladijlaus^ king of 
being a man of parts and ambition, foon grew as formidable Naples, 
to the Florentines as Galeazzo had ever been. Pope Innocent fi^^ddalle 
fucceeded Boniface in the Holy See; and Ladfjlaus^ under pie- toiheYXo-- 
. U’nce of congratulating him upon his acceffion, repaired to 
Rome: but hiS real intention was to form a party againft the 
pope^ which might oblige hiin^o reiiie in difguft from Roniey 
and give him [Ladijlaus) an opportunity of making himfelf 
iDD^^er of fthat^city. The pope, who was old and indolent, 
but crafty and experienced, faw that a powerful faiSlion ffad 
been formed againft liim amongft the Romani^ and demanded 
afTiftancc from the Florentines ^ who fent him a body of horfe. 

Aretin the hiftorian was then at the papR court, and a great 
favourite with his holinefs ; but he gives us a very indifferent 
idea of the humanity of that court, when he tells us, that 
eleven nohlz^omanst who had bcci^ fent upon a peaceable 
commifBon to the pope, vi*ere, upon their return, made pri- 
foners, and butchered in cold blood, by command of the 
pope’s nephew; and that he. himfelf v?iy narrowly milled 
being murdered on that account. His holincf?, however, was 
fo well ferved by his Florentine auxiliaries, that he efcaped to 
Viterhoy where Tic remained for fomc months, till the 
of their own accord, invited him back to their city. 

We novir come to what we may almoft caU the final period Hijlory of 
of the Florentine glory. Their recovery, in a few years, from the war 
a ftate of the deepeft defpondcncy, to a condition of pre- ^^ith Pifa. 
fcribinglaws to thofe from whom they apprehended the great- 
eft danger, can prop* rly be aferibed only to their own mag- 
nanimity, and their wonderful attachment to independency. 

After their lofj> of the battle in the Bolognefey their infantry 
had been rallied hy Sforza [h)y a foldier of fortune, but of great 
courage and genius in war, who brought them fafe to Florence. 

* ( A ) Leedrifio Crihelli, who Hawk-wood. The reafbn per- 
wrote th^ Life of this extraor- haps was, becaufe Sferza was 
dinary prince, is highly dif- held to^e of a very mean ori- 
gufted with our hiftorian Jrctin, ginal, no better than the fon of 
who, he fays, w^s in the great-^ a farmer; his true name being 
jsft efteem and honour in Flo~ Auendulay but got the name of 
re7icey for omitting all mention Sforxa from hisboldnefs, or im- 
of this Sforzay who, as he tjlls petuofity. 
us, was bred np under Sir fohs 

O 3 



Thia 



igt / f Bifiiry cf Florence. 

Tlit^lrrvice, tbpagh the Florentine hillorians have been un- 
grateful enough to fupprefs the mention of it, enabled them 
to recover their affairs to the furprifing degree we have feen, 
and even to meditate the con^ueft of Pifa^ to which they 
were encouraged by the diffentions and fa£lions^ that ftill 
A. D. prevailed in the Milaneji (B). There was a kind of a radical 
* 4 ° 5 - enmity between the Pifans and the Florentines, The former 
had, of old, giv^n laws upon the Tufcan fea, and had be^n 
mafters of Sardinia^ Corftca^ and the Balearic iflands. The 
antiquity of their city, compared to which they thought Flo^ 
rence but an upftart, increflfcd their contempt of t\it Floren^ 
iinesi while the Florentines^ equally proud, but confeious of 
the vail fuperiority which commerce gave thenj over Jjhe 
PijiinSi confidered them with difdain. This diverfity of 
fentiments begat, the fame in interefts, the Florentines follow- 
ing thofe of the Guelphs^ and the Pifans thofe of the Gihelins, 
But the death of Gaji'axzo deprived Pifa at once of her maf- 
ter and proteQor, and left her expofed to the refentment of 
the Florentines^ Gahrul^ Galea%xo\ natural fon, being but young 
and difregarded. According to P aimer tus *, th^ fcheme of 
the Florentine conqueff 6f Pifa was fuggefted to them by the 
Gentefe^ and the anti-pope Benedi 5 i^ who then refided in that 
city, with a view pf bringing the Florentines into Benedi£fs 
intereft, and tQ divert them from joining with Venetians, 
The matter at firft was propofed by way of negociation, and 
that the Florentines fliould pay a confiderable Cum of money, 
bt* the hands of the pope and the Genoefe^ to Gabriel^ on con- 
dition of his yielding up all his property in Pifa, This propo- 
fal was communicated by BenediCf to the Genoefe^ and by Bouc^ 
cicault^ the French governor of Genoa y to a Florentine mer- 
chant, named Alderottij then refiding at GenoOy who tranf- 
mitted it to Florence, The magiftrates of Florence thought 
the affair to be of fo much importance, that they fent a trully 
officer, one Caponiy to confer with Alderotti\ but, above all, 
to ferutinize into the right which Bouccicault the anti- 
pope had to difpofe of Pifa. Caponi accordingly addreffed 
himfelf to Bouccicauhy and defired to know whether he was 
im powered to fell Pifa to the Florentines, The Frenchmdn 
told him he was not, but that he would foon be impowered i 

r 

^ « Palmerius, ubi fupra, p. 169, 

(B) The following account of who wrote at that time a little 
the conqueft of Pifa by rhe Flo- traft called De Captiuitate Ptfa- 
rentines is extracled from Pal- rurn^ publilhcd by Muratofi^ 
merius^ a FlorenUne hiilorian, tom. xix- 
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becaufe pope Benediif propofed to refide at Pifa^ in wbidi 
cafe the Pifans would certainly offer higi the command of 
their citadel, which he would deliver up to the Florentines. 

Caponi then demanded how much money was to be paid by 
the Florentines. He was anfwlred four hundred thoufand 
ducats of gdid ; half of which was to go as a fubfidy to Car^ 
rara prince of Padua^ and the other half by way of indenir 
nification to Gabriel lord of Pifa. ^ 

So quick-fighted a people as the Florentines were not to be Shameful 
impofed upon by fo infamous, yet fo fallacious z of 

They ordered their agent to inform Bouccicaulu that the 
ney ftpould be forth-coming, upbn the furrender of Pifa to 
the Florentines. In the mean while, Gabriel^ hearing of the 
anti- pope atid Couccicaulfs treachery, and confeious of 
own deferted condition, applied for advice ajid af&ftance to 
the Florentines. Albisd at this time continued to have the 
chief direftion at Florence^ and, fenfible ^ GabrieV^ motives, 
he obtained leave of the magiftracy to have a fecret interview 
with him ^ The particulars of this interview, as deferibed 
by Palmerius^ ^re more curious than inftruSive. But though 
it was very artfully managed, the PifeHts came to the know- 
ledge of ir, and it'was immediately given out that Gabriel was 
about to fell Pija to the Florentines. I'he pifans took arms. Flo- 
Gabriel was obliged to fly to the ditadel ; and, dgfpairing of all 
aflliftance from the he applied lo Bvuccicault^ who 
fent a body of t^pops to his aid. IJpon this the Florentines 
fent two deputies, one to fSabriel^ the other to Bouccieaulty to 
treat of the furrender of Pifa and its territory. Petrafanta 
was pitched upon for the place of treaty; and, after various 
altercations, it was agreed, that the Florentines Ihould pay to 
Gabriel a certain fum (C) for the town, territory, and raftle 
of Pifa. Part of it was paid upon the furrender of the citadel 
by Gabriel^ and part was to be difeharged by monthly pay- 
ments, upon the bargain being pvformed on Gabriel*^ part. 

• 

^ Palmerius, ubi fupra, p. 171. 

\C) The reader of modern ing of which is, two thoufand 
hiflory is often baulked of a one hundred and fifty pounds; 
great deal of information by the a very inton fiderablc lum, when 
inaccurate manner in which eflimated by any fpecies of mo- 
writers mention fums of money, ney then known ; but if wc fup- 
In the prefent cafe, for inftance, •pofe the pound weight, it feems 
dlir author favs, FlorenUni cen- to be too large a price for the 
turn tsf quinquaginta fupra duo Florentines^ rich as they were, to 
millia lihrarum auri prettt nomfhe pay. 
eyfoherent. The literal nican- 
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The citadel of Pifa was put into the hands of lorenxo 
fanij one of the Florentine gonfaloniers \ and the hrfl payment 
was made by Caponi, The Pi/ans, however, did not think 
that Gabriel had a light to fell their liberties and country. 
They therefore took arms, aftd befi'eged the citadel, that had 
been furrendered to the Horenthm^ and which ww garrifoiicd 
andhfe it Qnly by a company of raw country militia, who held it out for 
a^aiu, fome time 5 but were at laft obliged to furrender it the very 
day on which It was given up. 

War de- The news of this lofs cieaied great difeontent at FUrchce^ 
flared where fome were fo generous as to approve of the fpnir and 
aganiji the courage of vhtPifam 5 but the majority called out for ^.n im- 
mediate war, againft which the graver citizens ftiongly re- 
njonfti'ited. While this matter was under del ib*e ration,* five 
or the principal citizens of Pifa came as deputies to Floiciue^ 
and demanded a public audience, which was granted them. 
The purpofe of the deputation was far different fom what 
the Florentines The deputies baldly juHificd vvhac 

had been done by their countrymen, and demanded Iv.ci: fuch 
of their caftles as, by the bargain made with Gabriel, had been 
delivered up to the Flon*Mines^ and were ftill Th iheii hands. 
This fpirited behaviour, however equitable it might have been, 
reconciled all parties amongfl: the Florentines \ fo that it was 
unanimoufly rcfolved to lofe no time in declacing war againft 
Pifa. Ten field-deputies were accordingly created, and an 
atmywas raifed, the command of which was given xoBertoU 
do JJrJini. Bertoldo accoidingly mil'ched into the Pifan ter- 
ritory, and laid liege to Vico^ a town which ferved as a key 
to Pifa ilfelf. Winter however coming on, very little pro- 
grefs was made in the fiege, and the Florentines were obliged 
to wreak their indignation againft Ruffofani, and the niilliia 
who had garrifoned the citadel of Fifa^ by condemning thtiu 
to death. 

^he fiege T^E Pifam were not jyanting to ihemfclves on this occsi- 

fTPifa an- fion. All civil diflenfions amongft them were aboliflied. Fa- 
dertaken. milies at variance were obliged to intermarry with each other, 
that they might unite in the common defence of their coun- 
try ; and religious proceflions were every day held to ini pie re 
the affiftance of heaven. All other human means for their 
defence were provided, and a confiderable army was raifed. 
The army was better difcipliiied and officered, and 

they at firft defeated the Pifansxn every encounter. The lat- 
ter, however, raifed frefli troops, and marched along the fca- 
coall to attack the Florentines^ who were ftill intent upon the 
fiege of Vico. SforzQy who continued to ferve as a general 
officer with great reputation in the Florentine army, was de- 
tached 
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tached to meet them, and partly by courage,! partly by {lra> ^ 
tagem, he defeated them 5 but their general Pacdo, with the 
greateft part of their aimy, efcaped to where every thing 
was now in confufion. . After the expulfion of Gabriel and 
the Florentines^ no form of government had been lettled, and 
every one sfTpired to be matter of the city. Gamhacurta^ a re- 
lation of him we have already mentioned, prevailed ; and was 
chofen regent, or, as he is called, the reftor, the people. 

He was no fooner eftablifhed in his power, thin hr employed 
itno the nioft wicked purpofes, by fecreily putting to death all 
the principal perfons of the ftatc, whom he fulptdied not to 
be injiis intcreft; and this buiba/ity created fo eniverfal a dc- 
tettation of him, that he was fuon deprived of his^ power. 

Ii 4 the Tliea^ while the being threaicncd with ^Famine in 

famine, fent feme ftiips to pujchalccorn in Zidly Upon tffisP^f^^ 
xhz Florentines fitted out a fqciadron to inieicefn them in their 
return, and took a la^ge velfel loaded with ('om uijdcr the 
fbrtificatio!is of a town fituated tT^thc mouth of the - 

river Caina. Bcrtoldo was ail this while vigoroufly prtffing ‘ 
the fiege of Fico\ and it was on that occafion that guns were 
firtt made ufe*of by the Floreutinru j^ulmerius ^ gives a moft 
frightful defeription of fevcral other dieadfiil miachincs em- 
ployed in the fame fiege, infonuch that he fays there was not 
3 houfe in the whole city that*was not ffeaicn down or da- 
maged. We cannot, however, fuppofc that tSc mach’ncs or 
artillery he made ufe of, were fo tremendous as they are de- 
feribed to be ; for the place, though not remarkable for its 
Ifrength, held out for above eight monihs. 'i'his tired out 
the patience of the Florentines^ and Bertzldo was fuperfeded in 
his command, which was given to Otixi \ and thus a whole 
year was fpent by the Florentine!^ at a great expcnce, but to 
very little piirpofe. The fpirit of borli pcjple leemed to grow 
with the difficulties they had to encounter. The beficL’ed held 
out with ama/.ing refolution againtt ail the powder vd Florence \ 
and the Floreritines^ refleiling upon the vaft exp^nce v/hich 
the acquilttion of fo inconfidcrablc a place had coft them, 
changed their field deputies, and refolvcd at all hazards to 
lyfiegt: Pifa irfeJr. Forefecing that the other powers of Italy 
might throw obftacles in their way, they entered into nego- 
ciations ^ith the two chief of them, Lajiijlaus king of Naples^ 
and 0 //J, 01 Otho^ duke of Parma, They agreed with the 
former to ttand neutral in the quarrel between him and the 
jpope, provided Re did not affiff the Pifam ; and they purchafed 
the neutrality of the other by a fum of money. The fpring 

8 Palmerius, uSi fupra, p. 177, 
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of the year 14^6 was now approaching, and Vico flill held 
out. The Florentinfis^ to make the campaign decifive, or- 
dered Obizi to continue that fiegc, and committed the com- 
mand of the expedition againft Pifa to Luca Fiafcanu a Ge^ 
meje; but joined in commiifion with him Mafo Albizi and 
Gino Caponu ^ 

Pifa wore ‘ Determined to make their chief effprts againft Pi/i, 
clofdy he^ they turned the fiege of Vico into a blockade, and drew off all 
Jieged, the men they could from Obiz?s army ; fo that the whole of 
their troopi, exclufive of irregulars, artizans, and workmen, 
amounted to five thoufand horfe and feven thoufand foot, the 
place of rendezvous being Cafcia. But, after a day’s march 
from thence towards Pifa^ it was found that no^ magazines 
had been ere£led for their fupport, though the contractors, 
who refided at Gcnoa^ had aflured them that plenty of all ne- 
ceffaries had been provided. The few fruits which the earth 
then furnifiied wer^tJbon confumed, and it was propofed in a 
general council of war to return to Florence. This, upon 
debate, was found to be equally difgraceful and dangerous ; 
and it was refolved to ftruggle a few days longer with famine, 
rather than forego their mighty expectations. In the mean 
while, purveyors were difpatchcd to Florence^ and through all 
Tufcivjy^ particularly along the fea-coalts, to purchafe bread ; 
and proclamations were illUed, that all provifions imported 
into the Florentine camp fhould be duty-free. By thefe pre- 
cautions, plenty foon fucccedtd famine in the Florentine 
army. 

Operations "Yiiz Florentines then made difpofitions for cut ting off all 
. communication by water with and threw a bridge over 

the Arno^ by wbi( h means they intercepted fevcral ftips laden 
with provifions lor Pifa ; fo that Paccioy the Pifan general, 
left the city, with all his horfe, for fear of being ftarved. The 
Pifans attempted to reftore their communication by water, 
and their fleet attacked that of the Florentines \ but with fo 
little fuccefs, that the inhabitants were ihrowrl ipto the ut- 
moft dcfpondency, and nothing but their inveterate hatred of 
the Florentines could have prevented an immediate furrender of 
their city. In the beginning of Arno fwelling to a 

great height, ilic Pifans^ by chaining together large rafts of 
wood, which they drove upon the Florentine bridge, broke it 
down. Upon this, imagining xht Florentine army to be divided, 
they refolved to attack that part of it next Pfa^ which they 
thought to be the weakeft. Thz Florentines had raifed works at 
both the abutments of the bridge that had been deftroyed ; and 
Coh Matteo^ who commanded xh€ Pfans after the departure 
of Pacdo^ made the necclTary difpofitions for the attack. 

' I'he 
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The Florentines^ whofe main body lay on the oppofite (Irand, 
were in great perplexity how to fave the^ ganifon, when 
Sforza offered to be anfwerable for it at the peril of his life, 
if the command of the work was given to him. This pro- 
pofal was agreed to, and he immediately threw himfelf into 
a little skiff,* and, with one companion and a horfe, with ex* 
treme difficulty and danger, he reached the other (hore,|and* 
entered the fort. Tartalia^ like Sforza^ a foldi^r of fortune, 
jealous of Sforza^s reputation, threw himfelf into another 
skiff, and arrived at the fort about the fame time. 

To a modern military officer thofe two exploits may ap- Sforza re^m 
pear very inconfiderable j but they were at that time thought 
to be fo daring, that the Pifans loft all courage, and, without 
ftriking a blow, •returned to their city, fatigued and wearied^ 
after a fruitlefs march. Many of them were^fo tired, that 
they remained in the fields and wtJS3s ; and the river de- 
creafing next day, all the Florentine army paifed it, and made 
them prifoners. This exploit, performed by Sforza^ was 
looked upon by the Florentines to be fo important that they 
fettled a penfioy upon him of five hundred ducats a year for 
life, and made it payable to him, whatever fervice hefliould 
embrace. 

The Florentine army lay now before the walls of Pifai 7 ] 6 ^FIo- 
and, from the defponding behaviour of the befieg|d, they were rentines 
made to believe that they might mailer that city by an efca- nufearryin 
lade (D) in the nij^ht. For this purpofe a picked detachment 
was draughted. Their armour was light, and, to make the 
Icls noife, their feet were bare, and they mounted the walls. 
Notwithftanding all their precautions, when they thought 
themfelves fureof fuccefs, the befieged took the alarm. Men, 
women, and children ran to the fortifications, which they 
defended fo bravely, that the Florentines were beaten off. 

The Pifans were fo much elated by this fhort gleam of fuc- 
cefs, that they dragged at the tail oi an afs the mangled body 
of a Florentines foldicr through their ftreets ; an indignity 
which was refented by the corps to which the foldier be- 
longed, by cutting in pieces all the Pifan prifoners who were 
in vheir cuftody. 

The miscarriage of the efcalade revived animofities amongft pi<viJtons 
the Florentine officers. Sforza and TartaKa continued ftill to 
be competitors for command. Both of them were unexcep- 

• • 

• ^ Cribellius de Vita Sfortis vicecomitis, apud Murat. 
tom.xiy. p. 643. 

(D) This, in the modern Ihilitary language, is called a Coup 
de main. 

• lion able 
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tionable, as tci their fidelity, as well as abilities; but Tariidia 
complained tnat Sforza intended to poiron him. /Ilbizi and 
Capenty who ihenf attended the Florentine army in their tour 
6f duty, as field -deputies, did all they could to make up this 
difference, which threatened an univerfal mutiny in the army. 
Tnrtaluiy however, under the (liew of great refignation, ftill 
harboured refentment ; and as foon as the fervice of the two 
field-deputies was expired, their differences broke out with 
more rancouf than before. While thofe factious difputes 
continued to divide the Florentine army, it whs attacked by 
peftilential difeafes, arifing from the unwholibmencfs of the 
foil and neighbourhood in which they were encamped; The 
magiftracy of Florence were of opinion, that the inactivity of 
their troops contributed greatly to their di{lre?>, and orders 
^ Svere given for prefling the fiege with more adlivity than ever. 
Accordingly th‘e bridge ''frofs the drno was repaired. Taria- 
lia commanded the troops on one fide of the river, and 
Sforza thofe on t'lfe other. A jiiniElion was effe(^led between 
the main army and the troops that ftill lay before Ficoy in 
fuch a manner that both places were thoroughly invefted, and 
bridges of boats were jlirown over fcveral parti of the Jrno 
Critdfyof Those difpofitions ftruck terror into the Pifam\ and Gam- 
hoiJj par- hacurtUy who continued to command in the city, turned out 
ties, of it all the ufcdCfs mouths, the better to hufband his provi- 
fions. The 'Florentines, aware of his defign, proclaimed in 
their camp, that no quarter fhould be given to any -who were 
thu^ turned out, and they adlually hanged u^ great numbers in 
light of their fellow citizens ; while they committed others, 
in rotten boars, to the ftream of the Arnoy which carried 
them back to Pi fa, with copies of the fatal proclamation round 
their necks. The Florentines, however, relented in this in- 
human pradlicc, and were contented with branding fuch of 
the male Pifajis who fell into their bands, and cutting the 
Ikirts from the cloaihs of the females, and then turning both 
back into the city. The'^ confequence was, that the city was 
foon reduced to the laft degree of mifery by fam’rne ; nor was 
Vice in a better condition. While this inhuman v/ar was thus 
raging, the people of BientOy a town in the neighbourhood, 
a£ied the part of mediators, and applied to the inhabitants 
and garrifon of Vico^ to perfuade them to furrendet, in which 
they fucceeded ; and Albizi was fent from Florence to fettle 
the capitulation. The terms were, that if Vico was not fuc- 
coured in ten days, it fhould furrender to Aliiziy which it ac- 
' cordingly did. 

TXrPifans Pifans by this time were reduced through famine to 

treat ; dcfpair ; and Vico being taken, they loft their chief dependence, 

* and 
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and thought at laft of treating. One GafparJ^ a citizen of 
Pifij was ftfiit out to confer, for that pua|)ore, with Capo?ii 
and the other field- deputies ; and, after a negotiarion of ieve- 
ral days, every thing was confid^red to be as good as con- 
cluded upon when all of a fudden, in the night time, Pifa 
refounded with acclamations of joy and mufic\jl infirumencs, 
and blazed with illuminations and bonfires, and at day- break* 
the duke of Burgundy^ colours were feen flyini>on the walJs. 

Sooji after a pyench opdeer came into the Florentine camp, and 
informed them \\\HPifn now belonged to his mafter the duke 
of Burgundy^ who had ordered him to inquire the Florentines 
to dcdill- fiom the fiege. 'Though the Florentines were not 
a little ftartlcd at this nieiTagc, yet they refoluicly "anfweied, 
that they had toft gieat an opinion of the hotiour and 
faid^of the duke, lor them to belicv^that anyifuch meffige 
hadBbme from him ; and that they were rcfolvcd to piofccute 
the fiege with more vigour than ever. l‘4;is refolute anfwer 
lerved only to render the French oilicer the more infolent ; 
and he made it his bufinefs to fwagger round’ the camp the 
Vvhole day, de» 4 ouncing vengeance againft the Florentines if 
they did not raife the (iege ; till at laft Re became fo intoler- 
able, that fome of their oflScers threw him into 
He cfcaped bv fwimming afliore, gnd went ti Flormce^ where 
he repeated all his extravagancies j but was foon ilriven out of 
that city. 

It quickly appfared, that the Pifans had 'sftually made a/?*/ trims- 
furrender of ihemlelvcs and tlicir city to the duke of liur-Jer their 
gundy, brother of the Fretuh king, who was in no 
to relieve them, but by means ol Bouccicault^ w»ho ftill con-^^/^> 
tinned Ut be his governor in Genon, "1 he Florentines^ though 
they diflembled, knew of the tranfaitlion ; but did not chufe 
to brerik with the French, Their fuccefs againft Pifa liad 
b^'cn chit fly ovA’ing to three large gallies*^ lent them by rhe 
Genofe^ wh ch i»li)cked up the moutft of the Arno\ and they 
likewiie had gi ifr.cirarmy many Gcnoejt foldiers and engineei', 
upon w'hom they had great dependence. Fearing, however, 
that Boucciicnih might prevail w ith the Gcnceje magiftrates to 
recti ihtir tioojw and failors, the Florentines obliged all 'he 
Geuoeje in ijhcir fervice to take an oath, that they would in 
no event, and at no command, leave the fervice of the Flo- 
rentines within a certain ftated time. Perhaps the largcnefs 
of the Florentine p?iy was the heft guaranty of this oath y for 
when Bouccicaidty fbon after, by his mafter’s orders, required 

^ Billii Hirtoria apudMfRAT. tom. xl.v. pag. i6, P^l- 
M£Rius de C'ptlvitato Pifarum^ ibid, pag. icj. 



'2o 6 ■ ’ Tie Hifiwy of' Fhnace: 

the Gtnseft tolreturn to their own country, not a man of them 
obeyed him, all of them pleading the engagement they were 
They are under. The laft refource of the Pijans^ which lay in the 
fwcedto French duke, thus failing them, the negotiation for a furren- 
refume der was renewed, and Bindt^ a Pifan^ was fent by Gamba* 
their nego^ curia to Caponi for that purpofe. He carried in Sis face every 
tiaiion of extreme famine ; but, though he fupped with the 

Florentine general, all his entreaties could not prevail upon 
him to give him a loaf of bread. Such mifery was no longer 
to be withftood. Billim * fays, that Gambacurta treated pri- 
vately with iht Florentines ; but if he had not, the place mufl; 
have furrendered. After fome negotiating, the capitulation 
was fettled in the following terms ; viz. that Gtacoino Gam- 
hjicurta (hould deliver up to the Florentines ihe'city of Pifa 
within three (lays ; that the Florentines {hould pay to him 
fifty thoufand golden dac.a(s on fuch delivery, and thaipbe 
himfelf and his p^erity (hould enjoy their private effates in 
the Pifan territory ; and that the Pifans Ihould give twenty 
hoftages to Fiafianij the Florentine general, for the due per- 
formance of the conditions. 

nvith the That public jealc/afy which is fo prevalent in a free ftate, 
Floren- did not fufFer Capons to conclude this capitulation without 
tines; Wthe advice of the«|Other field-deputies, who were at ; 
the terms and they, frq/n the fame motives, carried the matter before 
are fettled, the prefidcnts, who thought proper immediately to fummon a 
Balia, or meeting of the people. The quefl,*on there put wasj 
Whether it was their pleafurc to receive Pifa by way of capi- 
tulation, or to wait a few days till famine Ihould force the in- 
habitants to furrender without terms ? The former was cbo- 
fen, as mofi eligible and humane ; and Capons^ with another 
nobleman called Corhinello^ were immediately deputed to fee 
the capitulation performed. They had, however, a difficult 
point to manage. Sforza and Tartalia^ though they agreed 
in nothing clfe, joined in condemning a peace, by which they 
were to lofe the plunder of the city ; but they were reftrained 
by the authority of Caponi from coming to extremities ; and 
at lafi a feeming reconciliation between them and the advo- 
cates for peace was effedlcd. This was not the only difficulty 
that occurred. The twenty hoftages that were given were of 
the nobleft families of Pifa ; but the public were ignorant of 
the particulars of the capitulation, or that the hoftages were 
to be imprifoned until all the terms were fulfilled. This con- 
fideration ftartled Gambacurta but Binds advifed him *o 
throw himfelf entirely upon the good faith and generofity 
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of the Fkrentinesj which he accordingly did.'' Capons whd Wa/ifom 
had the chief management of the negotiation^ aded onf this 
occafion with a magnanimity and wifdorn that did him great ^^nimity of 
honour. He found there was a powerful p^f^y amongft the Caponi. 
general officers, who were for* plundering the Pifansi and 
the latter, •who were Aill numerous and defperate, were ig- 
norant that their city was to be inAantly given up. Caponi^ 
by his addrefs and refolution. got the better of all difficulties 
in his own camp ; but he refufed to take polTeffion of Pifa^ 

Gambacurta would have peifuaded him to do, in the night 
time, for fear of treachery. This obliged Gambacurta to 
pafs the night, with fome of his friends, under the gate which 
was to be given up ; and by break of day the Florentine army 
appeared bctfocfi it, drawn up in a moft tremendous arra^. 

Upon this Gambacurta prefented Caponi with the fteel head of 
aq» arrow, as a token of his to the Florentines the 

fovereignty of Pifa^ which the other rgeeived in the moft 
polite manner. * 

The Pifans, at this time, ignorant of what had happened, Pifa /vr- 
were drawn up in the great fquare of the city, and were {Mx-remkred t9 
prifed when tney faw their enemies v^ithin their gates ; but ^ 
much more fo at the peaceable friendly man.ner in vvhjch 
advanced. Caponi^ who had left a ftrong guard to preferve 
Gambacurta from the violence of the Pifans^ immediately or- 
dered the terms of capitulation to be proclaimed, and that 
the Pifans fliould be fafe in thc’r perlbns and properties, and 
relieved from alf their diftrefibs. Upon this the inhabitants 
of every age and condition flocked round their conquerors as 
their deliverers ; but never did a more touching feene of mi- 
fery appear than was prefented by thole living ghofts. Almoft 
every thing that was eatable had been confumed, and many 
of the befieged had fubfiftcd upon dead bodies torn from the 
graves. The Florentines had brought along with them a 
quantity of bread, which they thjjew amongft the people as 
they paflTed thi^ ugh the flreets. The fight of food, and their 
eagernefs tft catch at it, made the Pifans forget all animofx- 
ties towards their late enemies, and the rendition of their city 
Vi'is completed without tumult. Upon a narrow fearch it 
was difeovered, that no kind of provifion remained in Pifa^ 
the day iffurrendered, but three very lean cows, and a pound 
or two of fugar. 

This fudderi tranfition frcjpi a ftate of the moft deplor- 
able famine, to one of plenty, eafe, and tranquility, gave 
fome fufpicion to the Pifans that all that (hew ot friendfliip 
was intended to lull theq^ into a ftate of fecurity, till the 
Florentines fliould find an opportunity of plundering and mur- 
3 • ^^“"8 
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dering them. Gino Caponi^ to remove thofe fufpicions, called 
a general affembly^both of the magiftrates and people, and 
made a Q)n^'*l fpeech to afluie them of the good faith and 
fricndfhip of hisMnafters the ; which had- fo good 
an cftedt, that twenty of the cnief citizens of Pifa were named 
to^go X.0 Florence^ and there to make a foima! farrender of 
thciT fovereignty to the magiftracy. This was done with 
great pomp ; a;id for fome months nothing was heard in Fb- 
rence but mufic of all kinds, and fliouts of triumph ; and no- 
thing feen but fellivities, jufls, tournaments, and magnificent 
proce (lions. 

Affairs ^ Accor niNCf to Aretin^^ the Florentine name iievar was 

ibepapaiy. fo renowned and glorious as it was upon the taking of Pifa. 

TSheir city became now the rendezvous of alL.ll/e great and 
the polite amqnijft Italians ; and they behaved wi:h fo 
much tendernefs and lfi>R.Xar towards th^ Pi fans, that they 
found no difficulty reducing to their obedience all the Pi- 
fan territory, which, according to Pahnmns, contained no 
fewer than eighty-four w-dlled towns. This rendered them 
fo formidable, that none of their neighbours chufing to di- 
iturb them, they for feme years continued in a ftatc of tran* 
quility, excepting when it was diflurbed by the fchifm that 
(till prevailed in t,be papacy, which at this time continued to 
divide all EuiiPpe. Upon the death of the anti-pope Innocent, 
the cardinals at Rome chofe a Venetian, Angelo Corrario \ but 
exacted a promife from him to abdicate the, ^papacy, as fooii 
as his competitor Peter de Luna fhould do the fame, or as 
foon as the cardinals (hould think fit to proceed to a new 
election. Corrario, being chofen, was in no hafte to fulfil 
his engagement, but trifled moft egregioufly with hiseledors, 
and avoided having any interview in order to compromife 
matters. Corrario had taken the name of Gregory, and was 
attended by Aretin the hiftorian, on the part of the Fhreniines, 
to Rimini, which was th^n in fubjedlion to Carlo Malaujia. 
to whom Aretin gives a very high charaSer. , In the mean 
while, the Florentines, as well as the reft of Chrifiendom, 
alhamed of the condud of the two anti-popes, and the fcan- 
dal thereby arifing to the church, agreed that a council fliould jSc 
held at Pifa, where both popes were folemnly depofed; and 
another, Philargi, et^Greek by birth, being chofeni look the 
name of Alexander. This new pope was oppofed by Ladiflaus 
king of Naples, who had don^ all he could to obftru£l the 
meeting of the council at Pifa, and his holinefs conferred 
the kingdom of Naples upon Lewis of Anjou, the fon of that 

^ Aretin. rerum Itallcarum Hill. p. 256. 

duke 
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dwlre, who had difputed it before with Charles ‘hSi^Duraz’zo. 

The Florcntmrs took part with Lewis^ and Ladijlaul marched 
an army into Tufianys where be fat down fccfore in 

hopes of an inrurieoii(»n within that ci»y in hi§^avour\buf^ 
though be was dihippomted in thsff, Cortona opened itsy^ites 
to him. He iwas, hoiAcvcr, loon after obliged to’ return t;^ 

Kune. In the mean whiic pope yf//v;/77Y/rr died, and an 
Z/V/// CO temporary hifiorinn ^ (A), v. ho knew him well, ^jvfes 
l\ini exeeftivc commen<hiMons for viitne and pi«?ty ; only he ^ 
tc!ls*us, he was f(ij.h an epicure that he fnent halt his lime 
table, and that he haJ forty wenches in his family all in the 
fame habit; but he attributes that picciJ of luxury to his be- 
ing a native of Greece. 

NoTWJTH‘]tfrANDiNG Alexnyifhr\ death, the difpiite h^~ j^rar Lc- 
tween Lewis of Anjnu and Ladijint^., abf.ut the crown of Na t^veen la- 
piVr ftill continued, and i\\c FLt an •army to thediflaus 

afliftance of the ioimcr, under the comm.'ind of PaohXJrfMtCmg of 
and Sforza. Lewis was attended hy Baida fa f Co [jh^ who adled Naples 
as the legate of po;')e Alexander. This peifon had been bred eirJ tie 
up a pirate, and ailed in that capacity when he firfl took or-^'^T 
ders ; afeervvaro^, betaking himfclf to ^hc land fcrvice, he 
was a great pariizan of pope 17/^777, iiiid amafied a? much 
money by maraudincs and inroad?, as bought him a cardinal’s 
hat. ‘ h^ft, he was made general for the jJopc, and legate 
of Bohvna^ wdiich he was the great means of rccA^ering from 
the Vijeonti laniily. I'rc cardinalb being met for the clecfion 
of a new pope, cliof* this Colpi^ immediately afllimcd 
the name of yjh:i XXI J I. After remnining fome time TuiBo- 
logna^ he marched bv the way of Flsi cree to Rone., whicii, 
after various difputcs, by this time, was recovered from Lad:- 
Jlaus. ///7 /y/ywr was crxampcd upon the frontiers of AVv/j/o’, 
a: Kocca Vt,:cina, and Lewis., with the FUrentiiic army, ad- 
vanced to fight him. Having a •_ rear fiiperioriry of numbers 
over the FlorcnUms., Ui/iui., the Florentine general, who bore 
no good will to S/orza., with nrhl cl the officers, wereagainft 
coming to a^bnftle. J5ur Sforza lemonfiralmg with great fpi- 
rb againfl the difgiacr w'hich rheir reiicat would be attended 
broij^^ht AciyA overto^bis opinion, and the army pafTrd 
the Gayigliano. Their airiiy was drawn up in three divifions : 
the coininatid of the fitfl, which was to.altack the NcapoH- 
Urns in front, was given to Sjorza'^^ who was to be fupported 


^ Bii.lius ubi 4 upra. *^*Cribel. de Vita Sfcniac apud 

^iiRAT. tom. xix. p. 651. 

(.A) This pope Ahxan.icr WMs Cakazzo h.id put at the head 
the archbifiiop oi Milan, wliojfi of his regency at his death. 
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^ by the fecftift, confining of cavalry under Lewis himieir ; * 
while the lihird, under Urfmi^ was to wheel off in order to 
attack. ^iic>jaemy in their rear, where Ladijlaus himfelf was. 

It ap;!^ars frolflft our author, that that prince praflifed a ftra- 
^ ta*gemNpretty frequent in thofc days, which was, that of dref- 
Fftig up a number of officers in arms and robes fiot to be dif- 
Laffiflaus Tuperior to Lewis^ not only 

utttrh de- number, but in the difeipline, appointments, and ar- 

fsattd. niour of bis troops ; and he had placed the flower of his ar- 
my in his front. Sforza^s charge was very furious, and t/r- 
Jini breaking in during^he heat of the difpute, Ladijlaus was 
defeated and put to flight, leaving behind him almod all his 
general efficeis, his camp, and an immenfe booty in the 
fpoffeffion of the Florentines^ whofc general SfQe[ztt had the chief 
honour of the viitory. 

It is on all hands ^g^.vid, that if the Florentines had pur- 
fued their blow,^)they might have placed Xm'ii upon the 
throne of Naples. According to feme authors, the booty 
which both the officers and foldiers had acquired, was fo im- 
fnenfe that, they did not chufe to rifle the lofs of it, and wete 
impatient to return borne. The writer of Sforza^s life ® in- 
forms us, that the glory Sfarza had acquired, was fo difagree- 
able to Urjinii ^ac the latter thwarted him in every meafure 
he propofec^ According to him, S/orza propofed purfuing 
Ladijlaus that very night, and laying ficgc to 5 /. Germano^ in 
which he had taken refuge, and which probably would have 
furrendcred had it been attacked before he had recovered from 
his conflernation. This propofal was oppofed by Urfmi and 
the Florentine oflicers, who all of them treated it as romantic 
and impraflicable, and notwithflanding the earneftnefs of Lewis 
to have it carried into execution, it was laid ^flde. Next 
day, though Lewis protefted againft it, the army repaffed the 
GarigUano^ and remained inactive during the reft of the cam- 
paign. Aretin ^ informs us, it was ufual after this for Ladi- 
Jlaus to fay, ‘ That the day on which he^as defeated his 

* enemies had it in their power to have been tfiaftersboth of 
‘ his perfon and kingdom; that the fccond day they might 
« have been matters of his kingdom, though not of histper- 

* fon ; but that the third day both his perfon and kingdona 

‘ were out of theif power.’ * 

Ladiflaus Ladijlaus^ like a great man as he was, far 

retrie^'cs defpoffding under his defeat, fought prevent the con- 

fcquences of it. He fent expreffes through all his kingdom, 
for recruiting and remounting his troops ; and ordering new 

4 
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tftvies to repair, as they did in great numbers tcA^?/. Genham^ 
he was again formidable, and that too chiefly mrough the 
averflon his fubgedits had to a French gt^^ernmeW.. It ap- 
' pears, however, on the face of hiftory, as i.^'ife'o^d his 
fafety^ and the happy turn his afiairs took at this ti^^y^,^to a 
fecret negotiation entered into between him and the FiorsjL- 
tines^ by which he adiually ceded, or, according to others, foT^ 
to them Cortona^ which proved to them a valuable acquifi- 
tion ; and according to Florentine hiftorians a peace at the 
fame time was concluded upon between him and the Floren* 
ttnes ; but it muft have been a peace only of conveniency ort 
his fide, for in a few weeks both parties wete again in arms. 

This peace, however, had the effeft of difcouraging Lewis 
of Anjou to f^jch a degree, that he returned to France^ and 
gave over all thoughts of profecuting his claims upon Naples, * 

LADISLAUS having thusgaing^»!ie great point he aimed Sforza 
at, renewed his preparations for war. Florentines fern^es tk$ 

continued their troops and their generals •in the fervice o^pope^ 
pope John^ and that part of their apmy, which was com- 
manded by Sforza^ wintered in the dutchy of Spoleio, It had 
been agreed between the pope and the Florentines^ that his ho- 
linefs (hould pay the troops in his fervice 5 but being unable 
to fatisfy Sforza's arrears, w^hich amounted to feventeen 
thoufand ducats, he created him count of Qotignola, Urjini^ 
the other Florentine general, could not brook fu^h an honour 
being coriferred on his rival, w 4 iofe original was fcarcely 
known, and infifttrd up6n the pope’s dirmifTing him from his 
fervice. His holinefs durft not difobligc IJrfmi^ who was the 
head of one of the nobleft families in Rome \ and Sforza at 
lafl drawing together a few troops he ftill commanded, forti- 
fied himfelf on Selva d'Algieriy formerly called Metis Algidunik 
While he was in this lituation, he leceived a meiTage from 
the pope, by a cardinal, inviting him to continue in his fer- 
vice, and offering him a fum of gold ; but no way equal to 
the arrears due to him. Sforza rejedled the money as not 
worthy his aocejiance, expreffed the moft profound venera- 
tion towards the pope* but inveighed bitterly againft Urjinii 
and declared he would continue no longer in the fervice of 
his holinefs. Ladijlaus^ by this time, was advancing at the 
htad of ary army againft Rome^ and no^fooner heard that 
Sforza had quitted the pope’s fervice, than he offered him his 
6Wn terms if be would enter into his. 

Tnfi bargain was foon ftrufk : Sforza received money 
enough to pay off the arrears of his troops, and marched with Ladiflaoi. 

® Iftorie di Firenze dall’ An.91406 fine al 1438 apud MuRAt. 
ubi fbpra. Machiavel, book iii. 
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Ajing colom into the royal camp. The winter coming on, 
and provjljpns falling fcarce in the Neapolitan army, nothing 
farth^ajfeli.be done that campaign. The troops were dif- 
mifjkf into v^inter- quarters^; and Ladijlaus not only made 
govern or of Petugia^^hui raifed him and his family to 
the degrees. of honour and riches that fovereignty could 
‘beftow. Moft of the Florentine auxiliaries had left S/orza^ 
and continue^! to ferve under Urjki^ who was firft in com- 
mand. Early next fpring Sforza was at the head of his troops, 
and march<"d agairift Urjini^ who lay in the marquifaic of 
f- Ancona \ hut was driven by him from place to place, till at 
laft he was obliged to take refuge in Rocca Contracla^ where 
he was bcficgcd by Sforza and the other Florentine generals, 
o Thf Fjientines^ being thus in a manner without a ge- 
neral, j;ave the command of their lioops to Brachio^ a Peru-- 
nobleman and^?fttV^ intimaJes **, he was fo great a 
captain as to lea^i rhe palm of military glory doubiful be- 
tween him and Sforze,, He had been at firft an exile from 
his country, and by his brave adlions had acquired fo great 
renown, that the Florentines thought it a triumph when he 
accepted the comrna¥id of their troops. After ferving them 
with great fidelity and fuccefs in Hufcany^ he was fent with 
his army to the j;elief of pope 'John and Urftni^ who continued 
ftill in dancer of being utterly ruined by the Neapolitans. It 
would fwell this hiftory too much fliould we enter into a de- 
tail of all the brave aflions performed by Braihio^ in the 
courfe of this war. The writers of particular lives are apt to 
magnify every fuccefsful fkirmifli into a glorious vidtory gained 
by their hero. It muft, however, be owned in general, that 
Brachio^s real exploits require no hiftorical amplification to 
recommend them ; and it is acknowledged, that in civil vir- 
tues he was fuperior to Sforza. While both thofe generals 
ferved in fubordinate capacities, the greateft friendftiip fubfifted 
between them ; but thiy vierc no fooner raifed to indepen- 
dent commands, than each conceived a /.iWtal antipathy to 
the other. While Sforza was governor of Perugia for Ladi^ 
JlauSj daily encounters happened between him and Brachio ; 
but generally to the advantager of the latter, becaufe he* was 
better. acquainted with, and beloved in, the country. After 
this, Brachio ferved with great honour and fuccefs in the Bo- 
lognefty and was the means of reducing that city entirely to 
the authority of the pope, viho never before durft venture to 
check the inhabitants. 

While Brachio was in the Bologncfe^ he received an ac- 
count of the difagreeable fitua^^on of Vrftnij who ftill conti- 
^ ^ Page 260. 
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nucd to be befieged in Rocca Gontrada. The pTi:ce was ex- 
ceflivcly ftrong, and could only be reduced by fanline. The 
fiege, however, was obftinately carried on* for th^V ’yionths 
by Sfor%a* 2iV\A Malatejia^ W'ho was now in ]4itan 

fervice ; ztiABrachlo refolved at Sll events to raife it. 
this view he •marched againft Cefena^ a flourifliing towrtUv>k 
longing to Malatejla^ which, with its cafllf, he look, plunV 
dered, and demoliffied. Ladijlaus^ on the other hand^ oidered 
Campano^ another of his generals, to reduce a!l the places 
belonging to Brachio^ in the Pervgtan territory. Upon this, 

Brachio marched fo Borgo St. Sepulchro^ on the Plotentinefroii- 
tiers, and from thence to Montone^ which he took, ant) 
found means to concert with Vyftni his efenoe fipm Rocca 
Contrada^ adv-^yjg him to march to Vguito^ about ten mile^ 
diftant. If he was attacked in his march by the Neapoli- 
tans^ Urfmi was to expefl no fartVj*:*.f.Tilhir)c>^from him, as 
the main point muft be then compafletL of raifing the 
fiege ; but that if the enemy centinued/t, fSc was clctcririned 
to attack them in their entrenchnunil, w'hile he was to be 
favoured by a biifk fally from the place. This fchrme held. 

The belicgcrs Brew off to oppofe Bre^hio, ai:(l 
that opportunity of efcaping with his garrlTon to Uihino^ 
whence he joined Brachio ; and thus JJrJh:i w'as faved, by 
what the writer of S/orzas life thinks to be i*cxc to a miracle. 

The Neapolitans at this's time had two armies in the field, 
each of them fuperior in nuniber to that of Bfachio ; but in- 
ferior in military experience and ciifcipline. One of the 
Neapolitan armies was then befieging Ponte Patulo^ in the Pe- 
rugian territory. 'Fhe other obierved the morio.ns ot Brachio^ 
who could not prevail with Urfmi to attempt the raifing of 
the fiege by furprizing the enemy. After \\usUrfmi mar'^hed 
to OrvietOy and Brachio to Todi^ and from thence to ?Aar- 


ciano, a town belonging to himfelf in Perugia^ which had 
bravely held out againft all the Neapolitan power in Tufeany. 
Upon his apprtjach the Neapolitans raifed the fiege cf^Pente 
Patulo \ an^ matters continued quiet in Tvfcany during the 
remainder of the campaign. Ladijlaus^ however, ftill car- 
rie4 on the war againft popeTi^A.’z; but the aclive Brachio 
found means to make himfelf mafter of the important town 


of Todij lyTng htiw^cn Perugia and Rome. To repair this^. 
lofs, Ladijlaus took a great many ftrong places from the pope, 
whom he had excelled from Rome^ and who had taken rc- 
fuge in the ftate of Florence. * 


The Florentines were at this time greatly divided in their 
fentiments. Notwithftandiqg the adivity of Brachio tt^at dtj. 
their other generals, Ladijlaus was daily gaining ground, and 
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was now become as formidable to them as Gakazzo had-ever 
been. Tm popc’stcapacity fcemed to be no ways faitable to 
his authority was difowned by the greateft part 

pf ClffMen6lo?n\ and a greaj; party amongft the Florentines 
thoutjht.that they had embarked already too far jin his quar- 
rfC Add to this, that a general council was, by this time, 
indicted at Conjiance^ with the approbation of almoft all the 
princes of Chr(ftendonu for fettling the aflaiis of the church, 
and for chufing a new pope. Upon the whole, they wer^ of 
f opinion that Ladijlaus ought not to be farther provoked. 
\nfofvhicb Though the Guelphs were ftill the prevailing party in 
fie irmt Fhrenu^ yet the above confiderations were fo plaufible, that 
the pope Vas not invited into that city ; but refided in a 
< Country- feat belonging to the archhifliop % ^'?erceiving the 
Florentines to the thus igjd in his favour, he applied to the 
emperor SigifmuV.i ^yf luS^ardinals, and offered, for the good 
of the church, tc^nu^mit himfclf to a general council. The 
emperor was fatisfied Hth this propofal ^ but great difficulties 
arofe as to the place where the council was to be held. The 
pope told Areiin^ in confidence that he wv refolved not to 
agree to any place where the emperor’s power was greater 
than his own. But at laft, finding the iiate of his affairs 
defperate, he ga^'e the two cardinals, whom he fent as his 
legates to emperor, full power to agree to any place 
which he and they (liould think mod proper. After various 
conferences, the city of Conjiance was agreed to by the le- 
gates, to the great chagrin of the pope, though be was 
obliged to conceal it. 

^h'u'ion B/ this time Ladijlaus bad failed in an expedition againft 
c/'j.iadi- Bologna^ the command of v^hich he had given to the marquis 
(laus. d'Ejle^ who could not, without jealoufy, behold the grow- 
ing power of Ladijlaus in Italy. The latter, however, made 
a great acquifition in bringing over to his fervicc Vrfini^ who 
now became as deter mihed an enemy of the Florentine gene- 
ral, as Sforza had been before. This acctfffiqn of flrenglh 
was very agreeable to Ladijlaus^ as JJrfini carried with him a 
well difeiplined body of troops, who were very ufcful in the 
ficgc of Todi^ which was ftill carried on with tu’enty-£ight 
fhoufand mep ; a force fufficient to have fubdued all Tujeany^ 
which was the real aim of Ladijlaus. Brachio\ force did not 
exceed three thoufand ; but with them he did wonders. La^ 
Jfiftaus at firfl blockaded the«>place, and dcflroyed the coun- 
try round, which induced the citizens to fend fome of their 
chiefs to treat of a furrender \ one of the terms of which was, 

« Arxtinj, pag. 257. ^ Ibid. pag. 258. 
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that jprgchh and the Florentifu forces might retire to where 
they thought proper. It was .with difficulty that LaJiJbntf 
could be brought to agree to this laft avtjcle ; and Bracbio 
retiring to Fratfa in the Perugian^ five hundred ^ssqpclitan in- 
fantry took pofleffion of Todi ; abut the new garrif^ behaved 
vidth fuch brutality, that the inhabitants expelled tbeq^ anci 
recalled Brachio^ and thus the fiege recommenced. 7 ^ 
fence which Brachio made was fo noble, and his behaviour 
fo generous, efpecially to fome Neapolitan noblemen, whom 
ho had made prilbners in a fally, that Ladijlaus invited him 
to a private conference, in which he offered him very high 
terms if he would enter into his fcrvice, which Brachio^ like \ 
a man of honour, reje£ied, and thereby encreafed the king’s | 
efteem of him. During this fiege, Sforza is fiid to Cenero/fy 
faved Urfmi from being taken prifoner, notwithftanding the ^Sforza. 
enmity fubfifimg between them. At Ladijlaus had 

fpent four and twenty days without any n»*^ipc£l of talcing the 
place, he withdiew his army to •where, upon fufpi- 

cion, he put IJrftm under arreft. Pjfceiving his health. Ian- Death of 
guifliing, he returned by the way or Rome to Naples^ where Ladiflaus^ 
he died in 1414, leaving his fiftt*. Joanna^ dutebefi of A. D. 

Aujiriat heir to his kingdom. Thifs, FUrentinei were MH* 
once more faved, by the critical death of a prince, who was 
their determined enemy, and who found»no check but 
renu to prevent bis becoming mafter of all //x/v. His death 
being known to Sforza^ who had been left behind to com- 
inand againft Brachio^ he put every thing into the beft po- 
fiure he could in the marquifate of Ancona^ ard marched to 
fecure Rome in the obedience of bis new miftrefs. The time 
now approached for the meetingof the general council at Con- 
Jlance. Pope John and \\i^m^^ioxSigifmund had feveral inter- Intcrvievi 
views with one another, and they had been continued for fome l^etween 
months at Placentia^ Cremona^ and other places in Lombardy \ the em* 
but all the effe£t of them was, that each conceived for the peror and 
other a concealed hatred j and thb pope, taking his leave of pope. 
the emperor, paffed the winter at Mantua^ from whence he 
went to Bologna j where he was when he received news of the 
e^eath of Ladijlaus. But having faithfully promifed the em- 
peror that he would attend the council of Conjiance^ and fub- 
mit to whatever it fliould decree, he now found himfelf under 
a necefiicy of repairing to that city. Before he fet out, he or- 
dered Brachio^ who was then with his army in Ancona^ to repair 
to Bologna^ to take upon hinf the government of it in his ab- 
* fence. According to fome, thedelign of bis holinefs was to put 
Brachio to death, in which cafe the Perugians had promifed 
CO fubmit to the holy fcc^ and the pope would have been 
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quit of a large arrear owing him for pay. It is certain Brdi^ 
fufpeclcd fomewhat of this; for when he came attended ‘ 
only by his own dofneflics to pay his refpecis to the pope, he 
had fcarc^entered the city when lie returned with the otmoft 
harte to nis camp, and commenced hoftiliiies in the Bolog- 
w^.^t5{hatever the intention of the pope might be, be faw 
Xmi^Bra:hio was his mafler, and a few days efftited a recon- 
ciliation, by which Bratkio was pat into fui! pofrefiion of tne 
govcinincnc o^ Ihlogna^ and all its revenues. Florence was 
then fo perfectly at peace with all the neiglibouricig 
powers, that fhe had no ocoafioii n> recal ]jyachio\ nor were 
her civil conientions at this time at all danj^erous, tliou'^h 
the animolitics amongft the chief citizens v*?erc far from 
being exiihguifhcd. But the leading families fuiTcred fo 
jJiuch each in their turn, that they were contehred to remain 
quiet under prelen^^jig'r rnnient, till a propei oppoitu- 
xiity for renewing" Vb^dr claims Ihould of-er iifelf. 

This fhew of tran^iility, which, accoiding to Machiavel^ 
continued for about ei^ht yeais after the death of Lad'ijlaus^ 
was greatly owing to the (ufpenfe in w^hich the minds of all 
EuropCy thofe of the Florentines particularly, •were kept, by 
what pafll-d at the council of Conjiance ; to which city the 
pope repaired on the twenty-eighth of Oilohers ^^ l\Sigif- 
mmd^ who had f.ow been crowned emperor at Aixda-Cha^ 
pclUy followed him the twenty-third of December after. Next 
day the empero: performed the deacon’s office, as is ufual on 
fuch occafioiiS, in the imperial Dalmatic, at*a midnight mafs, 
CL'lcbiated by the pope pcntiiically, but without the humi- 
liating circuiiiftances of being barefooted, of holding the pope’s 
flirrup, or leading his mule by the bridle. 'Fhe meeting was 
one of the moft fplendid that h^d|.ever been fecn in Europe, 
According to Arct'in^^ the emperof was attended by no fewer 
than thirty ihoufand horfe. The pope prefided at the coun- 
p(7««r;/ c/* cil. I'hree thrones were ereiSied in the cathedral, one for 
Conftance the pope, one for the emprefs, and one between Loth for the 
held, emperor. Of the German princes were pretend, the elec- 
tors of Saxony y Palatine, and A'lentz ; the adminiftrator of 
* Brandenburg \ the dukes of Bavaria^ Aujiria^ and Silefi^\ 
one hundred and twenty-eight counts, two hundred barons, 
and twenty-feven anjbafl'adors from fovereign princes or ftates. 
In all the articles of luxury, debauchery, and revelling, it 
refembled a carnival, rather than a council of venerable fa- 
thers. The Florentines^ like other fovereign ftates, had their 
deputies there 5 but they were generous enough not to defer! 
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thoiigh in fail he abandoned himfelf. . The fa- 
thers, after various deliberations, came to a refolution that 
yohn^ as well as the two antipopes, Angela Carr ar to ^ oi Peter 
de Lnna^ ftiould refign their dignities. > » 

yOHN^ whoptefidcd at the oouncil, agreed to thoft* terms, 
provided hisp two competitois co.ild be brought 
them l iCc wife ; adding, that he was willing to abdicatd^ 
popedom in all cafes wherei.o any fuch abdication could be of 
?,dvantagc to the church. He h.id no fooncr*made this de- 
claratioi^, than the emperor, defeending from his throne, 
threw hinifclf at yolm\ feet, to thanlc him for it, in the 
name of all Chriliian princes ; and the patiiarch of A.iUoch 
followed his example, in tl.e name of all Chriftian cede- 
liaftics. Th/s^fubmillion of was monifying to the fe- 
cret enemies of the emperoi in Germany^ particularly the 
arcnbiiliop of Mentz^ and duke (( Atijiiia\ and 

tliey tampered hi.m to ii !.j which they pre- 

vailed. ''ful h h.u Ibme colour tor .hisf from the council 
being overawed by the imperial forc/s. He, therefore, dif- 
guif^d himit'if like a pofriiion, and fled to Schajfhaufen, The 
cardinals vrho I'iad attended In.rii noth?n'r of his inten- 

tion, and lep/drcJ to SJ)aJj'hauJen to pertuadc him to return ; 
but all was to no purpofe. 'Fhis condufl of yohn cxafperate4 
the council and the emperor fo greatly, th'at be was now for- 
mally depofed, and al! Chriflians were commanded to pay no 
obedience either to him or to the two anti popes. The duke 
of Aujiria^ perceiving the emperor and the council to be 
ftridlly united together, arrelled yohn^ as be was endeavouring 
to efcape to Burgundy^ th.^ew him into prifon, and then afked 
pardon on his knees of the emperor for what he had done. 
yohn being now in cuftody, and deferted by thofe on whom 
he had moftly depended (for the Florentines feem to have 
given him no encouragement either in his flight or retrafla- 
tion) now lofl all fpirit, and refolved to fubmic in the fulleft 
Manner to hjs enemies.. He accordingly freely renounced 
the papacy^ and laid afidc all the badges of that dignity. 
goryXlh for Corrario had aflumed that name, who then tiom there, 
fi^ed at Rimini^ under the pioteflion oi Malatejia^ followed 
his example ; but Benedict XIII. as de Luna called himfelf, 
refufed to* fubmit to the authority of the council, being fup- 
ported by the kings of Cajiile^ Arragon^ and Navarre \ for 
whofe fidelity to the council the emperor made himfelf* an^ 
fwerable. 'Za/arella^ who hid been made biihop and cardi- 
*nal of Florence by yohn^ was highly inftrumental in perfuad- 
ing him to his hrft abdication ; and he and the Florentines 
continued aftcj wards to do him eminent fervices. The coun- 
cil 
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cii proceeded next to the cIe£lion of a new pope, and this 
choice fell upon Otto^ or Otho Colonna^ of a noble Roman fa- 
mily, who aflumAl the name of Martin V. of whom the 
FlormtiV^^x^^iian gives this character, that before his elec- 
tion h;,'was cfteemed rather*generous than wife, but after it 
hOta^Ac^ihc greatcft proofs of his wifclom, but Was far from 
Wing exceffive in his generofity. The reft of the tranfac- 
tions of this council, which was noted for the infamous mur- 
ders of ^ohn Kiifs, and 'Jerome of Prague, are well known to 
the public, and have no relation to this work. * 

Pope\€ax- The eleflion of Martin into the papal fee was extremely 
tin effnesto agreeable to the Florentines i and upon the breaking up of the 
Floitncc ; council, h/e came from Conflame by the way of Milan, Man- 
^ tj/ta, Ferrara, Ravenna, and Forli, to Florenci^^ntwhcxc lie re- 
fided for two years, as being the moft commodious place for 
negotiating the' ;^airs church, and the ftates of lialy^ 

The felf^depofitiOj^jpf pope John, who now refumed his 
former name of Cojb^ had not procured him his liberty ; 
for he languiihed long Vfeer in prifon. At laft he was deli- 
vered by the generous intcrpofition of the Florentine^, who 
made Martin fenfiblco that it was by no meiins for his in- 
tereft to ufe him with farther rigour. Several of the ftates 
who had acknowledged CoJ}a as pope, being difTatisfied both 
with the emperor and the council, began to entertain fcruplcs 
about the validity of his abdication, as being extorted by 
force. It was cafy to forefee the confequence^s of thofe doubts, 
in a country fo difafFefled to the emperor as Germany, where 
Coffa was imprifoned, then was ; and Martin himfelf pro- 
cured his deliverance fronn his confinement in Bavaria, and 


as sloes 
Coil'a. 


invited him to Tlorcntc, with a fecrct view of feizing upon 
him on his journey, and fnutting him up in perpetual inipri- 
fonment at Mantua, Cojfa arriving in Lombardy, was informed 
by fome of his Florentine friends, of Martin'^ intention ; upon 
which he look refuge ip the Genoefe territories. After re- 
maining there, in a moft miferable plight, foi^fome time, he 
was encouraged by the experience he had of theVpirit of the 
Florentine people and government, to repair to that city, and 
without referve to throw himfelf at MartirC% feet, and to re- 
cognize his authority. No fooner was his approach known 
than the Florentines^ in prodigious numbers, flocTced out to 
meet and welcome him. The diftrelTed appearance he made, 
ferved only to enaeafe their a^edlion and cqmpailion towards 
hhn ; and he was introduced to the pope, with all Florence 
attending him as his interceflbrs and prote£tors. At latf 
they perfuaded Martin, that the pnly way to prevent any bad 
confequcnccs from party, would be to rcftorc to him 
^ hrs 
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his cardtnars hat, and to the exercife of his facred fundllont, 
which Martin wifely agreed to, and Cojfa^ died about a year 
after. 

We have already feen, that Brachio was left hy\]^^^John- 
governor of Bolognay wherw his Tervice againft the ne* ^tour- 
ing ftates, who were encouraged and protefled by liiat 
enemies, was fliarp and a(^ive ; but he generally was viA6- 
rious. The Bolognefe^ however, difliking the^ feverity of his 7*^^ Bo- 
government, and his exactions, to which he was in fomelognefe 
meafure compelled by the poverty of that pope, took advan- revolts 
tage of his abfence to attempt a revolt ; but before they could 
mafier the citadel, Brachio appeared before their gates, and * 

obliged them to fubmit. Soon after, being callf^d out to a y 

frefli expedik'.jn againft the Riminians and the Perugians^ ilie | 
Bolognefe again revolted ; but more unanimoiifly and rcfo<^ 
lutely than they had done before. Lut Bra^\'o^ wlio had taken 
care to provide the citadel with a goo^ ^arfifon, and ftore of 
provifions, returned with incredible xpedition ; and, after a 
tnoft obflinate difpute, he was beaten off, and was forced to 
commence a regular fiege againft the city. The citizens 
held out with great courage, till be was obliged to change 
the fiege into a kind of blockade, by taking polTeflion of all 
the avenues by which the city could receive any proviflons ; 
and then the magiftrates fent him a deputation of their moft 
refpeiEfable citizens, aikiiig pardon for what had happened, 
and laying the Marne upon the* rabble, who had taken arms 
againft their will. Brachio^ with great Teeming difficulty, 
again pardoned them, and obliged them to deliver fifty of 
their principal citizens as hoftages for their future behaviour. 

In the mean while, hearing of the depofuion of pope yohn^ 
and the eledion of Martin^ he fold Bologna^ and all its de- 
pendencies, to the inhabitants for eighty thoufand ducats,* 
with which he paid and recruited bis army, and bent all his 
efforts to the redudlion of Perugia^ his native city, which had 
expelled the Neapolitan garrifon, and recovered its indepen- 
dency. The pretext was, that the Perugians had broken 
their league with the Florentines^ and was governed by a fac- 
tion, who had exiled Brachio and all its worthy chizens. 

Upon hi's approach the Perugians recalled the Neapolitan gar- 
rifon, and took into their pay JJifini^* who was by this time 
delivered from his imprifonmentat^^/^/rr. Brachio, however, 
took his meafeires fo well, t^hat neither Chicolini^ the Neapo- 
litan general, nor JJrfmi^ could throw themfelves into Peru^ 
gia ; and the Perugians were diftrefied fo greatly, that they 
ient deputies to the Florcitines to mediate between them and 

Brachio, 
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They accordingly fenc a deputation to bis camp, 
' aborting him toliften to an accommodation. 

Though BracMo was then the Florentine general, and 
aSed bw *dneir authoiity, yet he had fo long ferved in a kind 
of im^e^ndent capacity, and* he had fo great a paflion to be 
Perugia^ that he, in faci, refufed to deSft from his 
e^^rize, and djlmifTcd the deputies with an unfatisfaSory 
anfwer. He then proceeded to take all the adjacent forts and 
towns, and gatfe a total defeat to Cbicdini and Malaufia'^ who 
were on their march to the relief of Perugia^ 'both of them 
r» being taken pri Toners. Upon this, the city was fur rendered to 
Bi'achio and the other exiles, 'and he is faid to have exercifed 


the gov'ernmenx of it with great leniiy and jufiice. 

Th£ Florentines beheld Brachio\ fiiccelKs ^jih great in- 
d^iflerence, as they weie affuicd of his fidelity to their ftatp, 
and that they ca^dd a1 waj s rontroul him in any undue exer- 
eife of his we return to the other concerns of 

Florence^ which had no^ no^overgrowm tyrant to dread. 

Befgns of yOHNy the eldeftlon and rucctffor Galeazzoy having 
l^^nluke of alfciTrinated by h's fubjeds, was lucceeded by his brother 
Tvlilan, Philipy who refcnibled. his father and grandfather in their 
qualities and ambition,' and by fome is faid to have excelled 
them in both. He foon* recovered the aftVdrs of his family, 
then languifliing Snd difordcred through the weakncTs and 
divilions of brother’s minifters, and, like his anceftors, be- 
came formidable to Florence, Philipy having an eye upon 
Gemoy was encouraged' to attempt making mmfelf mafter of 
that noble city by the numerous Genorfe exiles whom the 
French government and internal factions h id driven to Ltnn^ 
hardy. Before he entered upon this expedition, he fo , far con- 
quered his natural aveifion to the FloventhicSy that he fent a 
mod fplcndid embafly to/'T^r^wr^, ofFeiing that ftatc his friend- 
fliip and alliance. No formal embafly had been fent for 
twenty years before fiom the court of Milan to the Floren- 
tines *. Nicola de Uzano was then the chief man of the Flo^ 
rcHiine flate, and lie* was employed to treat witli Milanefe 
amballadors, whofe inflrudlions were to negociate a new 
treaty between Philip and the Florentines \ by which Pannar^y 
or the river Magray were to be the boundaries, and beyond them 
. neither the Miianefe por the Florentines were to exiend their 
dominion. The florentinesy in general, were averfe to this 
propofition, becaufe the limits propofed by Philip for the 
boundary of the two ftates, plainly indicatccThis defign upon 
, Genoa, Uzanoy however, and the wifer part of the Floren^ 
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fines^ who had experienced the fweets of peace, 

Milanefe an^baiTadors a ntod polite reception, and the ^iteaty ^ ' 
ivas concluded. . , ; ' , 

7 " HO MA S FR EGOZ O was then doge ; w&o 

but being unable to make hea\i againft the duke < 

for want oP money, he fold Leghorfiy a place theirnV^.fi- 
dcrable, X.o FUreutimi for one hundred and twenty th^j- 


fand ducats, moft of vvhicn was fpent in raifing foldiers In 
the Florentine ftate. This was, by 'Pkilip^ conTidered as a 
bfeach of the new-made treaty ; but he dsiTembled his refent- 
ment for the time. Carmignola was then both general and '* 
firft minifter of ftate to Philtpy and conducted the expedition 
againft Genoa fo fticccfufully, that the dope, bcing.bcaten both 
by fca and fcpnd, was obliged to furrender Genca \nto Car 77ikg~ 
noias hands ; and P/jiiip-'&hf^rwditts became m.ifter of all that 
fea-coaft, to the great terror awd amazepW-ht of the Floren- 
tines, 

Pope A^artin diU remained at F/o^i 7:ce ; but, from what has Pope Mar- 
fallen from Aretin he was by no mean:; popular there, and tin*/ d:f^ 
afFrontive ballads were even fiing unt^er his windows in ^ 

hearing. Aretin then attended him, las be had done his pre- 
dcceflbrs, and it required all his addrefs to keep his holinefs 
in temper. But Brachioy who ftiU atftcd ,jn the character of 
general, having defeated all his cnegiies, and being 
now mafter of Perugia,, was of the utmoft importanre to ihc 
pope, for reco\:cring the towns and cities that had been dif- 
membereJ from the Holy 8ee, and poflelrd by frpnratc tyrants. 

He was accordingly, with confent of the riorenims iT'.ngiftracy, 
appointed^gencral to the pope. In a fliort time he reducfd a Suct^fs 9 f 
gieat number of thofe places; and it was in this campaign Iir.ichio% 
that the famous Nkdo PicininOy then a common fol .her, gave 
the firft proofs of his military genius. His luccefs obliged the, 
tyrants of all the revolted places to apply to him for peace ; ' 
and Brachioy to give the greater liiftre to his own name and 
charadlcr, ajapointed Florence for the place of negociation. 

Thither Ke repaired with a train and cquipaites fuitable to a 
. fovercign prince; and as (uch he was leceived not only by the 
Florentines^y but by the pope himfelf. Kis liiflorian lUiS de- 
feribed the wonderful magnificence that rcigc.cd at Florence 
during his abode there, and the pomjjous jufis and toiirna*. 
ments he exhibited. His vaft popularity, however, gave um- 
brage to the p 9 pe, v.'ho, by ,^he advice of lofor^ay , who was at 
Florence at the fame time, employed him in the reduftion of 
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^ the tajhly of flotettCtf* 

JSehgtIat which had once more aflerted its independencjr. llid 
views of his holinefs, in giving Brachlc this commiffion, were 
unknown to the Fforenttnes^ whofe conftant maxim was Cd 
fuflTer ne^^her the pope nor any other prince to become too 
powcrfij/* in Italy. Sforza m-'dc Martin fenfible that the Fla- 
oppofe the growth even of the papacy itfelf; 
ag^dperfuaded him, that he had now an opportunity of add-^ 
ing to the Holy See the kingdom of Naples^ which was go* 
verned by a weak filly woman, to the great difguft of the 
Neapolitans. o 

foBior* BRACHIO^ who Teems to have had a good deal of va- 
^ FI - nity in his compofition, accepted of his new commiffion with 
veueJ great joy ;^and the Florentines^ who now thought themfelves 
at peace with all the world, applied affiduouflv to cultivate 
learning and (he fine arts, and were therefore the lefs folicicous 
about an army w;^thin their territories* According to Machia- 
vel^^ the citizens" in authority to-^Nicola deUzano^ were 
Bartolomeo Falore^ Nef^Nigi^ Reinaldo Albtzi^ Neri di GinOf 
and Lupo Nicolini. the other hand, the families in dif- 
grace were the Alberti^ the Ricd^ and de Medui. But the 
long pofIcffiQn of power^ and the continuance ^of a voluptuous 
peace, had by this lime fo far infeded the Florentine govern- 
ment, that their magiflrates became proud, infolent, and ne- 
gligent. They W^re, it is true, united in their fentiments of 
civil indepentfency, and, in general, wer^ well afFe£led to 
their conflitution. But the valt riches they poflelTed had in- 
troduced amongfl them a fpirit of pride, thal is incompatible 
with the manners of republicans. Each great man envied 
another, and was glad to throw upon his brother- magiff rate 
the blame of every abufe in the flate. By thofe mutual jealou- 
fies, the Flojcniines at laft conceived a diftafte at their govern- 
ment, which laid the firft foundations of the greatnefs of the 
nvhere the houfe of Medri^ who had always been moderate in their fen- 
Medici timents of civil aflairs, and foon after became fovereigns of 

j>ain the ftatc. The difgraccd 'families foon perceived the vaft ad- 

ground. vantage which the mifcondufl of the governiAg party threw 
into thtlr hands; and Giovanni Ricci was the firft who had 
the courage to offer himfelf to be the patron and protestor of 
the people. He was ftrenuoufly oppofed by NUolo de Uzatio $ 
but his greatnefs had created fo much jealoufy amiongft the 
other magiftrates, that he was not Iiftened to. The animofity 
againft him was greatly favoured by the progtefs of Philip 
duke cf Milun ; and he was faTfly, perhaps, accufed of being 
the chief lufirument of concluding the treaty between 


and 
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and the Florentines. According to Macbiavel % in the pact* 
fication he made with the doge of Genca^ he referved 
zanoy and fome other towns on the fide of the Magm^ next 
to Florencey in his own poflelfion ; which the Florent^ei com* 
plained of as a breach of theii^ treaty with him. 'j^he ma- 
giilracy olJFlorence would willingly have winked in- 

fradtion \ but the people would not fufFer them. Nowit^- 
ftanding all the remonftrances that were made againil enter- 
ing into war with a prince fo powerful as Philipy and the im- 
poilibility of keeping any of the conquefls they could gaia 
horn him, while the Romagna lay between the two ftates, \ 
preparations for war were refolved upon, levies made, and 
the ten held deputies nominated. No fooner was this refo- 
lution approved of, than the people, feeling the weight of the 
taxes that were neceflary for carrying on the war, redoublSd 
their murmurs againft the government. Orielaffiy the lord 
of Forliy dying about this time, had nis fon under the 
tutelage of Philip duke of Milan ; bvi the mother, dilliking 
fuch a guardian, fent her child to 'Act father Luigi Alidojfoy 
lord of Imola. This incenfed the inhabitants of Imola fo 
greatly, that tliey obliged the mother to put her fon into the 
hands of the guardian appointed by the father; and thusP^i- 
lip became mafter of that date. This new acquifition of 
power io Philip renewed the jealoufy of Florentines. Great 
debates were held about the expediency of^declaring 
againft him, which de Medici earneftly oppofed. againft the 
thought, that, ks Philip had not as yet proceeded to hoftili- duke of 
ties, the Florentine allies would look upon them as the ag- Milan, 
greflbrs, if they Ihould declare war. I'he oppofite party held 
forth the folly of making their own country the feene ot war, 
with a prince who they were fure was their enemy. The 
•pinion of the latter prevailed, and a war was refolved ' 
upon. 

PHILIPy having intelligence of this, immediately fent 
Agnolo of Pergola at the head of an army againft the lord of 
Imola^ in order to divert him from fuccouring Forli. It was 
then the depth of winter; and the waters of the ditches, 
lyhich formed the chief defence of the place, being frozen, 

Agnolo took the city, and fent AlidoJJh prifoner to Milan* 

Lipon this the FlorentineSy who had pow completed their 
levies, laid fiege to Forlix while Agnolo of Pcrgoloy unable to 
fiiccour it, befieged Zoganara^ in hopes that the Florentines 
would raife the*liege ot Forliy^ in order to relieve the former; 

* Count Alirrigo was then in the pay of the Florentines ; and 
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die rodttiStofi of ffkrme. H« had taken into bis pay 4ng$h^ 
or Ajpi9k of Pergolifi *and Carmtgmla^ both of them able offi- 
cers, the latter of whom was then in the Bolagnefs^ endea- 
vouring to reduce Bologna^ which had fubmitted itfelf to pope 
perfuafion of Bentivoglioy its .late mafter. 
Shiltp had likewife been very ruccelsful in extending his fron- 
tiers towards Savoy and the foot of the Alps, Being a com- 
plete matter of dUfimulation* he fent an honourable en.l>afly; 
to Florence to treat of peace ; but neither fide being fincere, 
/ hottilities ftiU went on, and the Florentines in vain endea- 
r voured to retake ForlL This induced them to name ambaf- 
/ fadors on their parts \ and they committed the management of 

\ the negociation to Bartolomeo Valori^ a man by no means 

luited for fuch an employment, being vain and ottentatious (C). 
njohoaf^ When he came to Lodi ^ be was given to underftand, from 
fronts the Philips that he muJ^f dvance no farther into Lombardy^ under 
Florentine pretence of the plsf^ue's being at Florence, 'Fliis was a dread- 
amhajfa^ ftil check to Valoriy who returned diredly io Florence^ where, 
upon his arrival, every thing was in a flame, at the con- 
temptuous treatment of their ambafl'ador by Philips who was 
then mafter of Genoa. Fulgofo^ the late doge, was furn'ttied 
by the Florentines with troops and money to attempt the reco- 
very of that ftate ; and he fucceeded fo far as to conquer a 
great part tht Genoefe fea-coaft, and to create a great deal 
of trouble to Philip, I'he Florentines feemed now reiolved to 
rifque the u^hole of their ftate againtt Philips who had a fe- 
cret eye to the crown of Naples, He addrefl'ed the pope, 
complaining of his partiality for the Florentines,^ whom he ac- 
cufed of fomenting diifintions between the legate and the 
people of Bologna, He prevailed io far, that the pope changed 
his legate, and fubflituted in his place one who was 'ntirely 
in the intereft of Philip. By this and other favourcibie cir- 
cumftances, Philip regainea his credit at Bologna^ .md ac- 
quired Imla^ and a great many important places in the Ro^ 
magna. At the fame time he endeared to himfelf tv. Mala- 
family; for having taken prifoncr Charles^ thl lord of 
Msaini^ he treated him and all his friends in the Tnoft ce- 
ncfous aftfAioiiaie manner, and difmilTed them vviiiioat 
raolbm* ^ 

(C) BiUiust Uta^MikneJi hif- their arms and enflgns the an- 
aoviaiij (ays t^ the Florentine cienc Roman' inicrintion, S* F. 
Mt, this s to ^reGommead Q. R, therebv inumating, th:.t 
themfelves to the, ItaSari and the ftate of Flore*: w»e the true 
Other ibucs, embroidered upon rwprefcntadve of old Rome (i). 

(l) uh' Jtfpra^ f. 64^ 
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DutiXNO thit gloomy ftate of the Fhretith^ ^ 

when Philip had actually invaded their Ibminiotis^ re^fentiaei 
ccivcd fome relief, by being befriended by 

Fa€nztt\ and, according to ibtiMilanife biftorian, Philip\gp* Aetonio jf 
nerals, panaicularly y/jfwo/e, was not fond of pnttiaig an efljFawaa. , 
to the war. The caufes, through which this event happened^ 
are vaiioufly related. 7'he mofr probable are, that Antonh 
had a perfonal drilike to Philip^ and a kindftels for the Fh^ 
re^tines ; which w'as increafed by another event which took 
place about the fame time : for young Odo^ znA.Nicolo Pici^ 
ninoy after performing many important fervices to the FloreH- 
tines about Arezzo and the vale of Mugelli^ were, intirely de- 
feated by the Milanefe generals. Odo was killed on the fpo^; 
but Niiolf, endeavouring to efcape, was taken by the peafants^ 
and carried to Faenza^ where hetperfuaded Antonio to. declare 
himfelf for the Florentines againft Phi/ift Upon this the city 
of Floreniey by a public decree and deedj declared him the 
chief of her allies, and fent a confiderable body of her troops 
to prot. ct Paenzn from the refentment of Philip* This in- 
cident changed* both the objedl and^the feene of the war* 

Philip was oblii^cd to recal Agnolo ; and the Florentines^ glad 
to remove the feat of w'zr from their own country, gave the 
command of their army to Bernardino* TfrelU^ the Milanefe 
general, marched to fight hirn ; and both armies came to a 
battle near AngUria^ in which the Florentines were defeated, 
and their general taken prifoner, together with his chief 
officers. Autin 8 himfelf Teems to blame the Florentine tz-Tlmrrd^ 
pacioufnefs and cruelty for this difafter, which was followed 
by another. Nicalo Pianino, il-e beft general they had then * 

in Tufeany^ thought his fervices 'ery indifFercntly lequited by , 
ihc tloreniines^ and complained., that his pci Ton was neither 
regarded, nor his troops paid. As he was a foldicrof fortune, 
and of very mean original, the Florentines imagined that he 
only wanted to^raife bis terms, and they difregarded his com- 
plaints; fo<hat, when the time of his fervice elapfed, he re- 
ared firft to Cortona^ then and then cnCfered into 

> V fervice of the duke of Milan, • 

Fhe Florentines now gave themfelves up for loft. Thcif 
finances wCre exhaufted. They had neither men nor generals 
to take the field, and their enemies were powerful. Nicolo 
took from them all their forts between zniAreztuo i 

fo that the Florentines had then*no other refoutte bi^ that of 
dgarn applying to the Venetians^ who they thought wereequatty 
interc . d with themfelves oppofing me growth of the duke 

s Aretin, p. 261 
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Philip fcnfiblc that the 

*v . b(te him. no good ^iU ; and his chief general Gafinign^ 

> having left his fervice in dtfguft, was now at Fmki^ and tofOk 
V part with the Florentines. He«had recourfe to his ufual am; 

and {perceiving that the Venetians were determined to ufnite 
tbamfelves to the FlorentineSs he offered peace to the' latter, 
provided they would break off the negociation ; but the con- 
dkion was rejeded. He then offered the fame terms to the 
Venetians ; but met with a like repulfe from them. 

The head of the Florentine deputation at Venice at this 
ihe league time was Lorenxo Rhidolphi^ a man of addrefs and abilities, 
iet<u/en wbo found^means to Hx the doge in his interefl ; and he con- 
Ten- tjLnued to be feconded by Carmign'da^ who, according to Are-^ 
tines and had poifon privately adminiftered to him by Philip's or- 
Vcnc- ^gj. 'phe terms of agreement, after great difficulty, were at 
***“*• laft fettled between Florentines and the Venetians. The 
chief were, that the Florentines fbould furnifh four thoufand 
foot, and that they (hould conclude no feparate peace with- 
out the knowledge and confent of the Venetians. The hrft 
effed of this confederacy was, the Venetians'Hsylng fiege to 
BrefetOy which alarmed Philip ib greatly, that he recalled all 
hk troops out of Tufeany. The Florentines were thereby left 
at liberty to divitfc their army. One part of it was fent to 
make good tbeir engagements with the Venetians^ and the 
other was employed in retaking the towns and forts between 
Bibienna and Arezzo. The condition of Philip at this time 
P^g^ ^ is a firong proof of the danger of a prince employing mcrcc- 
mreenary PUlip was neither without troops nor money, and 

trss//. found means to engage in his fervice the beft generals 

in Italy ; for both Sforza and Brachio were now dead, the iirft 
being drowned, and the latter killed. But their Mimoftcies 
and avarice difconcerted his mod important opierations. Bref* 
day though a very ftrong^.city, and well provided with every 
thing for a good defence, furrendered to the Venetians ; as did 
BergamOy and many other places in Lombard). <He likewife 
yielded u^ Forti and Imola^ much againft the inclinations of 
the ^loreniinesy to pope Mariiny with all the towns and terri** 
tories belonging to them. The pope then mediated a peace 
Peaeepn^ amongft the ftates ^ war, and employed the cardinal of 
t^dt ItpuL to conclude it. Philip was fo ill ferved by bis troops 
and generals, chat he was forced to agree to atl the term 
pieforibed by fak enemies. T^e city of Mitimy however, ffill 
Aood by him, and had grown to fuch a height of power, that 
her iohabitazits offered lo ft^rniflijiim with ten thoufand horfe ' 
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and ten tboufiind foot, if he would ^ntinue^the vir againft ^ 
yiimi and Fhrencf. Thf« offer for Tome time put i to 
the conclufion of the peace ; but the Ftkniims preparing to W 
renew the war with more vigour than ever, it was at laft con-Wedr^. 
eluded* * • ' 

Accord4KG to Machiavtl this war was carried on h/oHcu if 
tween the Flormtinii and the Mitamfe with prodigious ran* rancour^ 
cour* Braggio del Milam^ governor of Monte Petrojo^ a little 
inconfiderable caftle, being befieged by the Miionefe^ who had 
fer Are to the place, rather than furrendei, threw his move* 
ables and children to the enemy, but chofe himfelf to periffi 
in the flames, though he was offered an honourable capitula- 
tion. The Milanefe^ admiring his magnanimtt]^, fent his 
children and all his effedts to Florence^ where they were ampl^ 
provided fjr at the public charge. He gives us another in- 
ftance of the deteffation of treachery in Agnolo^ the Milanefe and of 
general, when he appeared before Galti^a^ a town or cafiie honour. 
in the Romagna^ where Zanobi del Pino vfas governor. Zd- 
nohi not only furrendered tne place to him, without the fnmll- 
eft defence, but offered to condudl the Milanefe army into 
Tufeany^ where •he might make war with more proAt and 
fancy . Agnolos deteftation of this propofal was fuch, that 
he delivered the tiaitor up to be punifhed by his own menial 
fervanCs,. who, for fome days, gave him Nothing but paper 
painted with (hakes and feipents to eat; fo tbit he died of 
hunger. According to the concluded with Philips 

the Florentines w^re put in poiTellion of all the places that 
had been taken from them in the Romagna ; but, by Machia^-^ 
veVs account, the whole of the war coft them the amazing 
Aim of three millions and a half of ducats. This expepce was 
but ill repaid by the re-acquiAtions they had gained ; while 
the Venetians^ at the chart^e of the Florentines^ were now in 
fo rich and refpe^iable a condition, that they became fufpeded 
by their allies ; and this, according^ to the fame author, was 
, one of their main motives for making a peace. 

During^ thTs war, which lafted from 1422 to 1427, t\\t J new tax 
Florentine govoxnmtnt had purfued every expedient they could impofedat 
devife for raiAng money , but, all being ineffedual, they at Florence. * 
lait laid a tax upon the properties and land eftates of the (ub- 
jei^s. This tax was called eatafto ; and ^acbiavel fays, that 
it obliged every man pollefled of an hundred florins to pay one 
half of thenk to the ftate. This, however, is to be under- 
flood with many Veftridions. The value of the landed in- 
Cereft was known ; and the plebeian part of the govemment9 

^ Machiavbl, bool^iv. ^ 
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whkfh toow prebiled fn flarmt^ could ealiljr raife the tax. I( 
met, however, a vigorous oppofition ; but was as ftreuu-^ 
iftiOy fiipjported by ya/m de Mtiicty becaufe tt was to b^ levied 
law, and could not be mifapplied, to gratify the purpofes 
cither of avarice or revenge. * Xbe landed intereft \nd great 
men were* obliged to fubmit; but the people fought to carry 
the matter to an unwarrantable length, by wanting to inftf- 
tute courts of inquiry upon thofe who for fome time tiaft had 
paid lefs than that auefTmcnt. This project was unjult, cruel, 
and impolitic, and as fuch oppofed by John de Mtdicty whofe 
principle always was moderation in matters of government. 
In the year 1428, the nobility and rich citizens, finding they 
could not remove from their own (houlders the weight of the 
I IViblic burdens, fuggefted to the officers who colle6ted the re- 
venue, that the catajlo ought to extend to all cities and ftates 
ftx\AcA to the Florentines This propofal, far from being 
difliked, was carried ^Slto execution ; and the fuhjefts of atl 
the acquired territories were ordered to give up fchedules of 
their eftates, that they might be taxed to the catajio. This 
Complain^ produced remonftrances from all thofe cities and dates, plead- 
td of fy ing their original coiyra£b with the Florentme^y which left 
the ctUfs. tQ be taxed by thcmfelves ; and numerous deputies were 

fent from all quarters, to expofe the iniquity of fuch proceed- 
ings, Thofc^dcputics, upon their arrival, and making known 
their bufinefs, were immediately put under confinement in 
Florence \ fo that the pnfons there were filled with the princi- 
pal inhabitants of Ptfoy Volterroy Ftjiota^ Arexzoy Cortona^ and 
other places. 

yX# Vol- Amongst thofe the Volterrans were the njoft clamorous, 
tcirans pleading, that, by their original contra£f, they ought to 'be 
confidered rather as allies than fubjefls cA Florence. One of 
the Voherran deputies was Juftusy a man, fays our autho- 
rity worthy to have lived in a better flat*', who counfellcd 
his countrymen and fellow^prifoners to make their fubmifiion 
to the FlorentineSy till better times ihould pref^n^ themfelves. 
This advice was followed, and the Volterran deputies were 
fufiered to return home. There he opened his mind to a 
veryVew of his intimate friends, particularly to one Giovanr!^ 
a fellow- prefideot : and though all appearances of fuccefs wttt 

S ainft them, they no fooner proclaimed liberty to their fellow* 
izens than the Florentine governor was feized, and JuJiut 
liras acknowledged as lord of Vflterra. 

^ Bit LIUS, ubi ibpra, p. 117. Machiavel, book fy* 
^ Billivs, iUd. ( 
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^ WficSN thb mm rmAtd the J%r£niinH^ who kid 
the f^fibtrram fo eheep thet they hid not h moch ai i Wr^ 

girriibn in tbcircity, they were no* fe tniith adfeded with the r#- 
rsvolt, as alarmed at the example which it might to the 
Other leading towns in their 4ilge£iion. A council of the 
chief magiAsates being held, fome were generous enough to 
propofe a remiffion of the tax, by adhering to the terms of the 
original ftipulationa. But this opinion was over-ruled by the 
party who were for the tax, and who reprefenied, that, being 
ar4}eacewith the duke of Milan^ they had nothiitg to fear 
in Tufcany. Two commiflarics, RinaUo Albizi^ and Palla 
Siratzif were appointed to treat with the Volterrans ; and, if 
they 0iould find that impraflicable, to reduce them by force. 

Palla was the moil unexceptionable Flonniine that could be 
emi toyed m fuch a commifik»n, becaufe of the lenity he had 
always expreiled towards the and the other dates ; 

fd that the chief management of the jAair was left to him, 
and he conducted it with great art. Knowing that Juftus^ 
the new lord of Folterra^ oeing but a plebeian, was hated by 
the nobility and the richer citizens of Voltcrra^ when became 
within eight miles of that city, he prevailed with many fuch 
to give him a meeting at a little town called Gamhtzh^ where 
he endeavoured to make them feniible of the folly of the Fol* 
tnranSf -in drawing upon themfelves the i^fentment of the 
Fhrentines^ whom they were unable to rcfift The Volter^ 
tarn at fiift complained bitterly of the FUrentrne tyranny ; 
but he promifin^ to (land their friend in the Florentine go- 
wemment, for procuring a redrefs of thrir grievances, they all 
of them came over to his propofal, which was to employ their 
intereft in bringing their city back to the fulje£lion of Fh* 
rente* 

JUS TVS j fcnfiblc of the drong party formed againft * 
him, and of the Florentine power, applied for affiftartce to the 
neighbouring dates. The Siennefe excufed rhemfeives on ac- 
count of their league with Florence^ and Paoltr GuiHM^ then* 
lord of Luxaj \hatrhe might re-iogratiate himKlfaplth the 
Florentines^ to whom his condud in the lath war mid given 
umbrage, fent hrs deputy prifoner to Flof'erue. In the mean 
while, the Florentine commiflaries bad aflemUed ail the trobps 
they <x)uld out of the neighbouring gaorifons and Countries, 
and drew near to Folterra, to fccond the efFoits of their friends 
within the plaee^. J^ftus^ perceiviilig he had now no refource 
MtlNn his own valour, and thddrength of the city, was pre-^ 
sparing to make a vigorous defence, when the Flmntine party 

^ " BiitLivs, ufa! fopra, p. ii8» 
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fiWM c aid'/a OMMiBg of th» prefidots aad diief cittuM* 

, before wbMi they laid a)! that bad pafled betweegri them and, 
Pe&r, b^pther to Gitvatmi^ was at the bead o& 

the FUrmtim party, arrd expatiated oo the fervice they would 
do *tbeir country, and the reliance they might haae on the 
gratitude of the Florentine government, who wo^tld put the 
management of the city into the hands of the nobility, if 
they would immediately difpatch JuJlus^ and admit the Fh^ 
rentine commii&ries, who were lying with an army before 
iiitir gates. , 

^ This meeting was fo fecretly held, that Juflus knew no- 
thing of it ; and the company agreeing to Arcolano^s propofal, 
he and fome of his friends repaired to the palace, and draw- 
1 ing him intb a private room, under pretence of bufiiiefs, they 
Juftus ^ rturdered him, after making a brave refiftance, and defperately 
Volterra wounding two of the aflfaillns. His death dunned his party 
murdered, fo much, that jfreolan^ and his friends found no difficulty in 
opening their gatec to the Florentines^ who immediately re- 
poiTeiTed tht^mfelves of Volterra But the Volterrems were 
miferably deceived in their expedlations \ for the Fhrenitnes^ 
idifery of now both hating and defpifing them, obliged <them to pay the 
tbeVoXitx-cataJlo to the rigour/* Their nobility were treated in the 
rans. fame manner as their plebeian*), their territory was difmem* 
bered from their c!ty, and their few remaining privileges were 
aboliflicd. ^ 

'^^i/e of the Amonost the other officers employed by the Florentines in 
Florentine their war was Nicolo, nephew by the fider to Brachio^ whofe 
*m»ar name he alTumed, and is therefore diftinguilhed by the title 

^gainfl of Fortehrachio. He bad ferved in Lomhardy ; and upon the 

i, Lucca. conclufion of the peace between Florence and the duke of 

Milan, he was fo far fro/n difbanding the troops he com*- 

manded, that be increafed them, under pretence of aflerting 
fome family-rights in the dutchy of Spoleto, of which he was 
a native \ He was, however, again employed by the Floren- 
ism commiflaries in the rddufiion of Volterra j and when that 
was competed, it was fuppofed, according th M^tchiavel r, 
llntglUmmiadi Albizi perfuaded him to make an inroad into 
the out of the hatred he bore to Paoh Guinigf, 

Zhath tend P1L.0RBNCE by this time had loft her noble and faitfi- 
^eharaOer ful patriot de Media, who bequeathed to bisicldcft (bn 
de Cufm an immenfe eftate, and a double portion of his own 
Imici. (pint, patriotifm, and moderation. The advice he gave hia 
family upon his death-bed is full of the nobieft « fentiiwilPf 

” Machiavbl, ubi (bpra. * Axetik, pag. tit. 

^ Machiavbl, uU fspra. * s Id. ibid* 
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• of fttlSte vntnei uui* af<«r tbe>i}aM tif jtttuiai $frM«rhwlt 
Vkicen perhaps was known id have fieered his coerfe hap* 

^iy through conteoding faSionSt with fc| uneaceptionaUe a 
charader, and in ppfleffion of fo great an eftate. The left 
circumftance is a proof of th^ innneofe wealth which the 
Flonntim n^biU^y in tbofe days acquired by trade ^ for "Jolm 
was generous ao profufion, and charitable even to weaknefs^ 

He inquired no farther into the charader or circumftances of 
an^man than his wants, which he no fooncr Jcncw than un- 
foli^cited he relieved them. The hi^rheft dignities of the Race 
had been in a manner forced upon him ; and by the benevo- 
lent lurn of his natural temper, he was more apt to pity chan 
puniflk offenders. His hands being tree from corruption, as 
his heart was from ambition, he died in full poffefllon of his 
country’s Ijve; where he owed his pic-eminence (a rare tiS 
ample in a popular ftace) not t;p his eloquence, which was 
but midling, but to his wifdom. He wa^uccecded, as we have 
already hinted, by his eldeft fon Cofmo^ la his popularity as 
well as eftate. 

There is reafon, from what has fallen ixom liiathiaveU^^^ 
and the other iuftorians, for believing that Cofmo had a very * 

bad opinion of Guintgi \ and though ht was b) no means . , 

good terms with the Albt%i family, he joined with Rinaldo and ^ 

the fon of Caponi^ who bad fo greats hand in the re- ^ 
dudion of Pi/oj in privately exciting Forti hr aihh to his attempt 
againft the Lucquife. Fortebrathio and his tioops were then 
quartered at Fuuchio^ a town belonging to the Florentines ; 
apd marching from thence with his troops, confiliing of three 
hundred hor^ and three hundred foot, in Novembet^ 1429, he 
furprifed Compito and Ruoti^ belonging to Lucca^ and the lat- 
ter not above eight miles diftant from that city ; all the ter- 
ritory of which he likewife plundefed. Guinigi was intirely * 
unprovided of troops, and complained to the Florentines \oi 
Fortebrachio^s attempt. They dented that he aded by their 
authority ; and he pretended that ^hac be had dune Was to 
indemnify JhinTfelf for a fum owing by Guintgi to his uncle 
Brachio ^ Guinigi'^ complaint to the Florentines had an ef- 
fed very different from what he perhaps eRpeded ; for it foled 
tile minds of the Florentines with the flattering hopes of eafiiy 
mafterin^the ftrong and important city oi Lucca. This fpirit 
prevailing^ the city ran into cabals, amf the citizens breathed 
nothing but an immediate declaration of war againft Guinigi. 

Cefmo Oi Mi£cU being yet unexperienced in the affairs of 
• me, and probably thinking that he was doing feivice to his ^ 
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twntffl ndm openty foinisd the fMirtf w*s for 
Oft deVkaw mi his frieods entovomed to eppofe fW 
w expe- bjf kftiig before their eountrymen the diAreffed^ftate^ 

^ pubBiS^cdit ; and that there was no monef in what th^* 
^ * caiM thchr mount, oa public /exchequer. They ftyewed how 
difhonourable it would be, without provocation, mahewar' 
tm a prince whom they had lately ranked amongft their chief 
allies \ and how impolitic, in their ptefent exhaufted ftate, to 
attempt the conqueft of fb powerful a city as that of Ldtm* 
But thofe and many other arguments had no weight with the 
' body of the Florentines, The public cry was, that Guinigi 
was the only tyrant now remaining in Tupmy \ that he had 
always favoured the Florentine enemies and had feiit his fon 
tp ferve under the duke of Milan during the late war. This 
warlike party was allifted by applications made to them from 
the inhabitants oVPefcia ami Vico^ two towns belonging to 
Florence^ for leave to^take poflelfion of Inch caftlcs as were 
offered to be Airrendered to them ; and afluring the Florentines^ 
that nothing could be more eafy than for them to conquer 
t , LuccQy and all its territbry. 

mgocia'- pjpjy againft the war were, however^, fo refpediable 

uonsfor a and authority, that the public refolution was 

peace* fufpence ; and Guinigi fent a frefh am- 

baffador to Florend^ to attempt a reconciliation. The perfoir 
he fent was ofie Vivtano^ whom Guinigi had pardoned, after 
being capitally convided of a confpiracy againft him. But 
Viviam'z refentment got the better of his ^titiidc, and, ca-' 
balling with the party for a war, they were encouraged by 
him to pufli for a decifive refolution. For this purpofe the 
tnagiftracy or fenate afliembled a council, at which four bun- 
dled and ninety eight of the principal citizens appeared. I'be 
debate was begun by Rinaldo de Alhixi^ who magnified the ad- 
vantages a free people had over flaves, for fuch he faid the 
Lucquefe to a fellow^ fubjeft of their own, who had al- 
ways been an enepiy to Florence, He then attempted to prove, 
that the reduced ftate of their commonwealth ought to bo 
a ftrong argument for a war, in which their fuccefs was next 
* to certain, becaufe the acquifition of Lucca would check t^e 

^ defigns which the pope or the duke of Milan might have 

againft their liberties:i, and make them once more the umpires 
of Italy, 

Arguments NICOLA DE UZANO oppofed Rinaldo with great 
fir one, vigour, by (bewittg how affeflibnate the Lucquefe^ when they 
f were not under the dominion of tyrants, had always been* 
towards the Florentines \ and that they could not make war on 
the tyrant, exclufive of the {leople ; that every maxim of po- 

licy, 



Key, welt as jufttetf, plraildl faajieace. Thfey etMw 

ptA f}b alSftanc^ %roin ehe wha a^ere bufiid ki fet* 

Hing their near acqutfitionsr aini ti^ duke of MUtm^ 
pleafed with feeing them engaged in a frelh war, which 
Would finrfh the ruin of their (nancesfi would either openty 
or fecretly adift Lucca^ which was fo ifnich his jjntereft to 
jceep them from pofleffing. Upon the whde, he concluded 
that the heft coi^ud they could obferve would be to remarn 
quiet ; in which cafe, it was more than prob<«b1e, the Luc-^ 
tired of their tyrant, wouM put themfelves under the 
prote61fon of Flerena ; and he concluded by prophe/yin^, 
that, by purfuing the war, they would precipitate their own 
min. 

There was fo much weight and juftice \r\Uzam*B reaibn- 
ing, that the advocates for war had nothing to reply, but {oJohedon^ 
call for a divifion, which gave thf queftion in their favour by 
a majority of four hundred agatnQ lypnery-eight. The ten 
field-deputies for the management of the«war were then no- 
minated; and two generals, AjloneGumm and Rimldo Albizu 
were appointed to command the troops ; but it was liicewife 
agreed, that F0tebrachto fliould be taken into their fervice, 
and keep poffcflion of the towns had reduced. This 
proved to be a capital overfight, as neither of their genet als 
were foldiers ; and Fertebrachi9 was fccretly^ifidtisfied, in not 
having the foie command. The expedition however was fo 
popular, that they foon raifed an army of about two thoufand, 
befidcs the troopf which ferved under Forfebrachia, 

GUINIGT^ feeing the florm i^ady to break:%pop him, q/^g Luc- 
filled all haly and the greatefl part of Chrijkndom with invec-< quefe ap- 
tives againft the Fhf eniinr^iTtzch of faith ; but he chiefly ap - ply to their 
pealed to the pope, the duke of Mtlan^ and the Venetians^ ioteijlies* 
the juftxc of his caufe. Phihp was the only power who 
gave ear to his complaints, BUltusy who was a noble and 
learned Mthmefe^ and wrote at that^time, tells us % that Phi* 
tip was the prijidpal inftrument of the war, and that he him- 
feif had feen at Sienna letters from that duke to the Florentines^ 
promifmg them his afliftance;, which he did only w^th a view 
of fomenting a war that might weaken both parties. , ' • 

The incapacity of the Fhrentine generals to command an 
army foofl appeared. Leaving Florence they divided their 
army, AJtorre taking the command of one part, and Rinaldo 
of the other, jjftorre marched with his divifion towards Ca* 
m^giore and Pietrafanta\ whift Rinakb kept the heights with 
'his. They projce^ed, wherever they came, not only impoli* t 

* Baiiva, ulj fupra, pag. 125. 
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ric«Ily, but brutafly^ ^mrr§ arriving at Sera^nway or Babd 
delkt Serva^ a fine rich populous vale in the neighbourhood 
of Pietrafimta^ the^^inhabitanu^ who being Guslf^^ had long 
difliked Guinigrs government, offered to fubmit to that of 
PUrenci. pretending lo receive (heir fubmiSions, or-» 

dered thejnhabitantsto aflemble in the great church, where,' 
Airrounding them with his troops, he told them they were bis 
prifonets. He then let loofe bis folditrs, who plundered 
their lands, violated their wives and daughteis, and were 
guilty of the mod horrible outrages in their country, pot 
even fparing thi6ir churches. Sume of the Se*avezziy how-* 
ever, found means, though with difficulty, to efcspe to FJo^^ 
renfi^ where they reprefented their cafe in fo moving a man- 
ner, that the recalled condemned and ad- 

tl^onifhed him. 

RINALDO DE ALBI^I fell under the public furpicion 
at the fame time ; foii^the norentines obfervcd, that though he 
had been the principal patron of the war, he had been fo 
remifs in purfuing it, that he Teemed to mind nothing but 
enriching himfelf at the expence of the defencelefs or con- 
quered Lucquefe. This coming to the ears oiJRinaldo^ wbofe 
impetuofity and pride were boundlefs, be came without leave 
to Florence^ where he prefented bimfeU before the ten depu- 
ties, and with hirer upbraidings of their and his country’s 
ingratitude, Ke refigned his commiffion. The council of 
ten did not venture to punifh a man of his eminence; but 
gave the command of their army to Nen di Ginoj Cafoms 
ion, and j/kmanao Salviait^ who made difpofitions for ading 
with vigour againft the enemy. Guinigi all this while was 
not wanting to himfelf. Being mailer of great fums of mo^ 
ney, be railed troops in all quarters, and applied to the Sien- 
nefi for their affiffance, or if that could not be obtained, for 
their mediation. The Siennefe, equally dreading the progrefs, 
and detefting, the cruelty of the FlorenitneSj undertook the 
latter office, and fcnt AntSnio Francifco to mediate a peace be« 
tween them and the Lucquefe. But the formei were now fo 
bent upon the conqueft of Lucca^ that his negotiation came 
to nothing, and the Simtefe applied to the Vemtiam for their 
good offices. Their anfwer was, that rbey knew notbing^o/ 
the Siennefe, farther than that they bad been included in the 
late peace ; and they returned to Sienna without effeding anj 
thing. Upon this Antonie Francifco^ who was a young no- 
bleman of great fpirit and inteien, left Siinna ; and, in con- 
jundion with one of Guinigi^o nephews, raifed a large body 
of troops, who threw themfelves into Lucca, Amongu others 
they paid thirty thoufand ducats by way of advance money to 
I Rainem 
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ci who, hvvifig received the fum, befratyed 

them and went over to the FUnntin^^ wh^, by the like Aim, 
as IS raid, ehgaged Him and three hundred horfe m their 
fervice. * 

THOUGH.g;hi8 defe£lion greatly incommoded Guinigt^^ yet Lucca U- 
he now found himfelf in a condition to make a vigorous de^jeged. 
fence. For this purpofe, he hired of the Spaniards fix gal- 
lies^ and many fmaller veiTels for difappointtng all the efforts 
of Jhis enemies by water. I'he new Flonnttm generals, on 
the other* hand, changing the plan of operations laid down 
by their predeceflors, advanced to CampanoU Lucca i 

and their army, being now greatly encreafed, they furrounded 
it, but without forming a regular fiege ; and burhed or ra- 
vaged all t4ie country round * 

Many of the Italian hiftoriar^'* mention the Fkienttnes as 
being fevere and rapacious mafte*‘s o^their acquired domi- 
nions, and perhaps ^ey are not the only sepubheans who are 
charged in hiftory on the fame account. It is certain, that 
their behaviour to the Ptfans and VaUertans gave the Lucquefe 
a greater abhor.^nce of their government than they enter- 
tained for that of their tyrant, as thef and the other Italian 
republics affeiRied to call Gutmgt 1 he ravages committed m 
their teiritories were far horn allaying thi» i^irit in the Luc^ 
quefi^ and they promifed to hold out againft*their enemies 
to the laff extremity, had two Tons ; the eldefl, 

Pondolfoy was legitiiratc, the other natural ; but, like the reft 
of the Italian ptinces of thofe days, he made little or no di*- 
ftindtion on that account. To the former he committed the 
care of defending the city, and to the other, the condud of 
the failles, which were frequent and generally fuccersful. The 
Florenttmi were provided with a kind of artillery, which, by ' 
the force of gunpovider, diicharged large ftones; but the 
Lucqueji^ perceiving that they did very little execution, came hthoduc* 
at laft to defpife them, and everyday renewed their Tallies, tio*' of 
tothegreaa flSughter of their enemies, by the help of 
quets, orfmall fire arms, to which the were ftran*^^^-* 

gers, and which, before this fiege, were hot known in {taly^ 
though perhaps they were in other parts of Europe. The 
reader, ii? the notes, will find a curious and a natural de- 
Icriptton from Btlbus (A) of thofe dr&dful implements of 

war, 

BiLitvs ubafupra, p. 126. 

(A) Pntir jaetda^ fuftm cullu^ alurtui dimJn 

turn tahjiast novum quoquo tilt Pi* longim ; hme trant cann^ 

mu invinerunt : genhint mmwui /irrea^ qvibui it err fulpbiae^ ac 

• nitto 
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war» whksb ire now becoaie ii comitie^y ini df fte cxet»* 
tion cbiyr did upbtii^the Fkrentines. It was ftieb as eDceufigei 
Che beneged to redouble their falHes u^n the beftegers^ 
whofc army was divided into^two camps ; from both of which 
cliry wer^ diiven by the beliegedi and one of rthe Phremim 
' generals narrowly miATed being made a prifoner. He wad 
lifcued by Carabno, one of the chief oAficers} but the be* 
fieged carried off with them four great guns (cannon we fup- 
pofe are meant) called by our author bombardit: a gseat 
number of prifoners were likewife made. 

Flo- The iflue of that day at lafl convinced the Fla^mnnti^ 

routines ^ impoflible for them to mailer the city in the man** 
la^iin ner the fiege was carried on. The bitter weather was now 
^approaching i and neither the Flofeniine generals, nor the 
^Lucca. field-deputies, could prev/il with the foldrers to leave the 
villages in the neighbourhood, and to encamp fo near the 
walls as to block ^ap the city. Philip Brunflefcki^ who is (b 
famous for reviving in Europe the true principles of archl- 
, tcAure, and eredting \n Florence edifices that, to this day, are 

mafter- pieces in that art, was then in the camp j 
and he gave it as his dpinion, in which he was joined by the 
general officers, that it was poffible to turn the courfe of the 
river Serchio^ io aK> to drown Lucca, As he was looked upon 
to be the bdil engineer of that age, his propofal, however 
romantic it appeared, might have proved fuccefsful, could the 
Florentine army have been prevailed upon ^to encamp near 
enough to the city, to have interrupted the difpoftcions made by 
the b^eged, for defeating plan, which was to have 

turned the courfe of the Serchioy by means of a ftrong mound, 
(b as by the lateral preffure of its waters, to have borne down 
the walls, or by their rifing to have overflowed them. The 
Luequefe perceived his defign, and raifed a mound parallel to 
his, between their walls and the diverted courfe of the river, 
which ferved as a bulwark to the city, and when the waters 
were raifed to a proper height between the two mounds, the 
befieged, dividing their forces, fent one part in the night-time 
to at]taek that part of the PlorenUniC2mp that lay neareft 
mound, and armed the other part with all kinds of mfh^ 
Hients for digging and boring, by which they brokeHiown a'nd 
pieited the Flormtine mound, fo as to overflow ait the 

odiro opphtiSf ghbuht fetreOi nn ^qmn fapk iuos aut Cff tertium^ 
igms emttehma, Certm erat im fi per etiinem ocemrrerent, tuta 
iAr, Ji iitigifitp permciesi nee glmdi tramfodereni (i). 
ersM, nut fiutn Jktii tegeiemt^ " 

(0 ubt fufre^ fug, IS7, 

grounds 



ipfcnct. , 

■■oasi w^ich the bdiegen.;were encamped^ * 

it ^lf)fl|3icable to approach) the city -bo tbat 

The IReld-deputiea^ and their magiftracy, vexed 

at the Udies gnd difgraces they bad received in the^courfe ofriry of 
thia ftege^ fent Giovanni Guicciardini to cake upon him the Guinigi, 
fiale command, and his authoriry prevailed with the foldiers 
to encamp nearer the town. It is probable, tthat this new 
gei}*ral would not hav'e' been, more fuccersful than his prede^ 

CeiTois had been, could Guinigfh tceafures have held out. But, 
great as they were, they were now exhaufled, and he was 
obliged to ^ife Tome unfeafonable feverities upon the citizens 
to raife more \ upon which a confpiracy was formed againft 
him within the walls. Guinigi was not iurenfibie of bis owK 
danger ; and, by the advice of \tntonio of Sienna^ who had 
been incredibly aftive for the Lucquefe^^t fent Silvejiro Trenia 
mA Luigi Bofmfi (B) to Milan^ to implore that duke’s 
tance. Thofe ambafladors were of the number of the con- ' 
fpirators againft him ; and indeed the noble defence the Zire- 
quife made, wasmot owing to any afFe£tion they bad for Gi/t- 
nigi^ but to the averfion they had to tHfe Flormtimi^ 

Tkb latter bad all along been diftruftful of con- 

dud ; and they had at this very time deputies at his court to 
watch it, and to keep him at leaft firm in his neutrality. 

Fkilip anfwcredi both them and \hc Lucquofe only in' general 
terms, and feem^d un\^illing to take any concern in the fate j^ian. 
of Lucca* Upon this the Lucquefe deputies applied privately 
to him ; and laying before him the ftate of the fiege and 
their city, they (old him, that rather than it fhould fall into "" 

the Ivtnds of the Florentines^ if he would fupport them with 
a proper force, the citizens would depofe Guinigiy and put ^ 
themikves under his {Philip's) protedion. Even this en- 
couragement did not drive Philip from his ufual caution. He 
refjuied to declare himfelf on either fide ; but he managed 
matters {b,«thsrt Sforza^ who then commanded his troops, and 
bad in his own pay a confiderable body, fbould publicly de- 
mand bis leave to march upon an expedition to Naples. J'fair 
waS'Obtainod, and^ras^, having fettled every thing relating* 
to his payt and the^ number of his troops, b^h«with Philip 
and the Lucfutfiy pointed his march airedly towards 7 js£^ . 
cany* 


{V) We have followed bees .before* concMed* with .Ak 
rifwtf/’s accousu ham ; bau ac- tonedy who was ia difguife at tha 
cording to Billius* the plan*of court of Milan, 

S/orza*s march into Tu/can^ had' 
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BBs This management was not (6 fecret aa to be coticeak^ 

from Bmacifto Alqmdnni^ the Fhrentim refident at Milan^ 
who put his principals upon their guard. All they could do 
was to raife new troops, ai^d to fortify the pafles into their 
country, which proved no obftacle to Sforza. , His march, 
bowever« was retarded when he came to the foot of the 
pinnmes^ by Ph^lip^s ufual caution, who wanted to fee in 
what light the Pimtiahs would confidcr his conduct ^ Per- 
ceiving they did not move, he ordered S/orza to proceed. 
STorza The Flottniinesvim in hopes of carrying Lucca before his 
ritfesihi arrival, and prefl'ed the fiegc ;vuh more vigour than ever; 
jtegeof but were as vigoroufly repulfe i. At lafl: Sforza^ at the head 
Luc<}a. of jhrec thouland veteran troops, forced his way over the Ap^ 
pennines^ and, carrying all before him, appeared in fight of 
iYit Florentine zxmy^ which ^ mmediateiy railed the fiege, and 
retired to an advanta^^eous camp at Lihrafratta^ lying at an 
equal diftaOce htiw^enFifa and Lucca. S/orza upon this de- 
moliflied all the works that had been railed by the beliegers, 
and entered Lucca in triumph, where he was received as their 
deliverer and guardian, by Guinigi and the iLhab tants i and, 
at Anionic % requed, thb ai rears due to S/orza were paid, tho* 
it drained Guinigi of the fmali remainder of his money. A 
council of war bjing held, it was refolved to ad upon the 
defenlive, and* S/orz't marched with his army towards Ft/ 
ioia^ where he took and demoliflied Bugiano^ a fortified town. 


Di/nud 
ftate 0/ the 
Floren- 
tines, 


and then laid fiege to Fe/cia^ a town of th^ greatell impor- 
tance to the fafety of Florence iifelf. Fagolo DioLetto^ gover- 
nor of the place, abandoned it and fled to Fi/iota. 

It is certain, that the affairs of the Florentines wore at 
this time a melancholy afped. Their ill fuccefs in the field 
had encreafed the people’s animoficies againft their magi- 
ftrates. Their generals were without military talents, and 
divided amongft themfelves. They were hated by many, not 
only of the neighbouring Hates, but of their own dependen- 
cies ; and they had not an ally whom they coufil tryft. Their 
public money was exhauiled ; and nothing but the feeble in- 
terpofition of Fe/cia could keep S/orza from marching to the 
gates of Florence. Their dangers, however, exifted rather in 
appearance than in reality. S/erza*s fecret inftrudions did 
not authorize him to ad oflFenfively againft the Florentines^ 
after the fiege of Lucca was raifed ; and he had undertaken 
the expedition againft Fe/cia Q.ily for the fake of plunder, 
and bccauie he knew be could raife no more money at Lucca. * 
The Florentines knew all this ; and while Ma^evobe^ who was 


^ Bill I vs, ubifopra, p. 129. 
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<0 comman4 to the, governor, held out Pefcia^ the fiege 
ill of a fuddcn was relaxed, and then finally raifed. Machia- 
Whiinfelf does not deny that this happened through the pre- 
valence of money proffered by the Florentims to Sforza ; for 
though the republic of /VawrrwwaS then poor, many of its 
private citizens were immenfcly rich. The FiorerHines, who 
were in the fecret ncgociation, were fo confident of the 
q£ money upon a mercenary general, that they were in 
hopes to prevail upon SforxOy not only to raift the fiege of 
Pi-fila, but to deliver into tijeir hands Zarra itfelf. Sforzn ^-dshtiyojf 
being a man of honour in lus proleilion, exculed himlcll oioiza, • 
from the latter part of the bar Ain, but accepted of fifty thou- 
fand crowns for raifing the fiegaof Pejiia, proniifing to with- 
draw his prot-aion Iroin Lucca *hile it was governed by G'«/, 
and to join in any mcalurel^hat mignt be taken for dc- 
pofing him, The bargain was\£tually llruck, and Sfrza 
evacuated the Flovcuiiftc territories \ and lemrning to the Luc^ 
ijuefe, he encamped without that city (A). 

Ths. Florentinei, by their agreement with were at 

liberty to pradlife every art againll the Luc^uefe i and they 
madcufe of foni(?tliat, perhaps, were ynwarranlable. Jnto- ^”<1 t*-o- 
»ifl of was then in the city ; and the cm- 

ployed crafty agents to carry letters in their names, fome of 
them dire£led iO'Guinr'J, and others to the jhief citizens 
who were diffui'.ficJ with his govprnmcnt. The agents car- 
rying letters to the citi.v.nis fuffered thcmfclvcs to be inter, 
cepted by Guini^u and the letters diiedcd to Guinigi were 
fijffercd to rail into the hands of the citizens, By the con- 
tents of the former, the citi/,er.s were rendeicd fufpc<aed to 
him ; and in the letters dircclcJ to him, the Florentines wrote 
in a drain which implied that a treaty was far advanced be- . 
tween him and them ; and that he was to put^ the city into 
their hands, upon their paying him two hundred thoufand 
Crowns : mention was likewife mads, in fevcral of the letters 
intercepted by ^ic citizens, as it Guinigl had_ agreed to put 
Antonio to tfeath ; and thofe being ftiecyii to Antonio^ made 
him refolve upon the deflrudlion of Gutmg!.^ ^ 

complicated a feene of deceit muft have been ineffec- 
tual, could Guinlgi and the citizens have conae to an expla- 
• • 

(A) The account given by motives and fprings of the re- 
Machiavel of thp important volution which took place. We 
tianfaftion that followed Sfor- %re, therefore, obliged to fiip- 
* Sa’s return to the Lucqutfi is ply it from BiUius, and other 
very unfatisfaftory, and leaves contemporary authors, 
us entirely in the dark as to thS 

Mod. Hist. Vod. XXXVI. pa- 
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nation ; but they were too diftruftful df one atiotber for that 
to tak^ place ; and thus each fecretly meditated the ruin 
afid impri- the Other. The ^vcnt was, that Antonie and about forty 
fonmentof other citizens furprized Guinigi in the night-time in the cita- 
Guinigi. del, where he thought himfdif fecure; and, after upbraiding 
him with^'his government, deprived him of th6 keys of the 
caftle, and put him under aneft, as SfoY%a did his Ton Pan- 
dolfoy who was in his camp. Br.th of them were fent prifo- 
ners to Milan^ where they died under their confinement. 

Jy niuft be acknowledged, iV*at notwithftanding all the va- 
iy)cfe de- Florentines had "‘employed againft the Lucquefej 

^ they failed in their defign, wnch was that of reducing them 

^^^to fubje£t!on. It is plain, yat they had been outwitted by 
tineT”* ^foTza\ and yet they could'^ not complain of his having de- 
ceived them. According u fome authors, he received thirty- 
five thoufand ciowns mor^ from the Florentines ^ with a pro- 
mife of fifteen thoufilnd befidcs, at the expiration of three 
months, if he and his troops remained ina 61 ive during that 
time. He accoidinoly drew off his army to Mirandola^ and 
left the defence of the Lucquefe to ihemfelves ; to which, in 
their reduced conditicn, they were very unequal. They were 
ib ienfible of their weaknefs, that they fent public letters 
to the Florentines, that they were now free from their tyrant 
whom the Florentines had made their pretext for the war ; 
that they were willing to yield to the Florentines fome marks 
of fuperiority, provided they were left to the full enjoyment 
of their own laws and liberties. 'Fhe Florentines^ being now 
delivered from the fear of Sfor%a^ rejedlcd this equitable offer, 
on pretence that the ccmplexion of the war was altered from 
what it was originally ; and that it had coft them fo much 
blood and treafure, that they would be contented with no- 
thing Icfs than the entire fubjedion of the Lucqucfc. This 
infamous condition w^as rejedied, and the Lucquefe prepared to 
defend thcmfclvcs to theJaft extremity, as the Florentines did 
to renew the fiege. Antznio of Sienna^ knowing that his 
country would fall the next facrifice to the Florentines., (hould 
they become mailers of Lucca, went on board a veffel to Ge» 
Loal which was then governed by the archbifhop of MVan 
for Philip ; tho’, in other refpedts, the Genoefe ftill were ia 
full poU’cffion of their laws and properties ; and a vaft num- 
ber of them were immenfely rich. Theie he addreffed for 
alliftancc againft the Florentine, againft whofe ambition and 
injuftice he bitterly inveighed ; but without pretending to enr 
gage the duke of Milan in the quarrel. The prefervaiion of 
Lucca from fal^ng into the hands of the Florentines, was of 
the uimoft confequence to the Genoefe^ who promifed Antonio^ 
3 . 'that 
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if the dukJ of Milan would give them leave they ^Outtl 
Afnft the Lucquefe with their good offices 5 yd if thofe fhould 
fail, with their armV^ This favourable an(wer was owing to 
their hopes of recovering Leghorp from the Florentines^ who 
had bought it from Fulgofo. They fent a deputation to Flo^ 
rence^ in terms which offended the Florentines ; for they not 
only required them to defift from their war with Liicca^ but 
infifted upon the reftitution\f Leghorn. I'heir anfwer was 
cquajly difagreeable to the Ge^fe^ whom they faid they could 
not confidcr as a free people, \ut as fubjeds to the duke of 
Milan\ and that therefore the\could not treat with them as 
an independent ftate. Upon wlich the Gen^efe deputies, in 
great rage, mounted their horA and left Florence. Upon 
their return tr Genou^ and reportiiV the fuccefs of their com-* 
miffion, the Genoefe came immedi^ly to a rcfolution of de- 
claring war againft the Florentines^ and ofjimploying NicoloPi- 
cinino for their general ; all which they dii with the appro- 
bation and connivance of the duke of Aiilan. 

Florentines had intelligence of this new florm that 
threatened them, ^nd took into their pay a body of fourteen of 
hundred horfe belonging to Guido of Fahrza^ appointing, at Philip* 
the fame time, the count of TJrbino to be general of ihi.j ar- 
my, though he was very unequal to that crtmmarid. The 
deputies at p^enice dvA not fail to itpiefcnt to tiiat 
fenate, that the duke of Aldan waS at the bottom of all that 
• managcmetit, and how dangerous it would be to thtir ih-:rc 
if he fliould obtain the fuvcicignry of Tufamy^ wIiilIi he 
aimed at. The Venetians upon this complained to Philip^ 
who, with his ufual diflimulation, told them that he had 
lent the Getwefe a body of tioops; that it was the fame thiiiT; 
to him whether they affifted the Lucquefe or the FlorentireSj 
for he was fenfible they aimed at notlimg but to defend them- 
felves. To confirm what he laid, he fent the r'cnctlT:: a 
copy of his convention with the by vihiei? he ic^’c 

them at entir^ liberty 10 join with whom they p'^eafed. 
l^enetians appeared, or Teemed to appear, fatisiicd w^iih this 
anfwer, notwithftanding ad the remonftrantes of the 
Tentitus. 

By this tii-je ficinino^ who had taken the command of the progrefs cf 
Gencefe army, marched to relieve Lucce^ again befieged hy the^var* 
the Florentines^ who, upon his approach, abandoned the 
liege, and entrenched ilicmfclves nn the banks of {he Sae/jic. 

Their army was computed to be five thouTand horfe and 
three thoufand foot, all hired troops, and ten thoufand Flo- 
rentines ; a proof of the imrin(!b riches of the fubjeds of that 
fiate, noiwithltanJing the vaft expences and lofks they h«.d 

R 2 * fuilained. 



*44 


7/V PIo- 

rcnnncs 

defeated* 


Picinino 


i- 

i^.n cj *^v 

Floren- 

ibcs. 


f ^be Uifiory of Florence.- 

fuftained, and the low condition of their finarf:es. But t^^*" 
their numbers were fuperior to thofc of Plcininoh army, ms 
reputation was fo high that the Floreniincs nor face him.? 
His firfl: care was to retake feme of thfe Lucquefe forts ancl^ 
caftles that had fallen into fhe hands of the Florentmei^ and 
then he fticed his enemy for one day, which hi employed in 
fcarching for a fold acrofe the river, and in cutting ofF their 
provifioiis by^ water, of which jiho had plenty, by means of 
baiks attending his army. Ayi ford at laft difeovered, 
and, though dangerous, attempted by Ficinino. Had Flo- 
rentines been but tolerably v^ll commanded, their enemies 
muft have failed in their attmnpt, and the beft part of their 
arir*y been dt/lroyed. ButAhe Genoefe and Lucqitcfe met no 
coppofition in pafling the riyjr, but from a few troops com- 
manded by the young lord, of Faenza and Fertigia ; for Ur- 
lino^ the Florentine j^cnerai, upon the firft appearance of dan- 
ger, fied to Pifa;<» ^nd the Florentines^ being now without a 
head, to rhrcnce. 

Tnouciii the Italian hiflorians have moft pompoufiy de- 
feribed this pafl'age, and the battle that enfued, yet it docs 
not appear that a dezen of men were killed on either fide ^ 
hut about two hundred new-raifed men, in the pneci- 
piiancy of their /light, were drowned in the river. A great 
many men ?jid horfes, however, were taken, but molt of the 
foimcr were difmill’ed by Picinino, 

, When' the news of this defeat was carried to Florence^ the 
^ inhabitants imagined Picinino to be already at their gates. 
But tlicy were miflaken as to his inftru£tions, which were 
limited to the relief and defence of Lucca, ami regaining its 
dependencies from the Florentines ; all which he effected, 
hclidcs fuinifhing the inhabitants with large magazines of 
provifions from his Ihips. On his return to Genoa, however, 
he received orders to take fcvcral places upon which the 
Gcnoiy iiad prctcnfiontr, particularly Pontvemoii, a place fo 
importar.t, that it is accrunted the barrier eoi the Jf'pomines 
towards Gcrica: in all which he iucceccled. By the taking 
of Pa.trcn'Oii, all coniinunicaiion v.'as cut off bcivc'ccn tlie 
txilcs and the* FLrcnthzes, ai;d ih.c Gcr.oefc obtair^co a 
icadv entrance into Tufeany. 

NoTwn riSTi^NDiNG the departur e oi Picinino, iht Flo- 
rentines were fo far from renewing lioftil.ties againll Lucca, 
th.u they became apprehephve that iho* ftates of Tujlany 
would form a league againft themfelves. They knev/ 
they were hated by the Siennefe, who had lately made a 
league with the pope, and had raifed troops j and that feve- 
r.4l Iktes, bdidcs ihofe within Tn/ciOiy^ would readily enter 

inu> 
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fuch a cAfWeracy. The Florentines drflembled all; 
as if theyT^W been upon the beft terms with Sienna^ 
ihey not only fent^ither a deputation, iTut prevailed with 
the renetlans to fenoS.nother to negotiate the renewal of the 
.ancient leagues between the Florentines and the Sienneje, The 
latter, v^ho were already in treaty with the Lricquifc^ were 
furprifed at this propofition w and, in a feparate conference 
their magiftrates had with \c Venetian deputies, they in- 
veighed fo bitterly and fo fpY:ioufly againft the Florentines^ 
that*the Venetians returned homie without farther intcrpofi- 
tion. During this negotiation \e Siennefe unanimoufly chofe 
Antonio^ who had been To a6liv% againft the Florentines^ for 
their chief magiftrate ; upon vAich the deputies 
hafiily left ^ir na\ and, to impofcApori tlic inhabitants of the® 
country through which they weret^pafs, they adorned them- 
fv'ivcs with olive branch-S, by which they^ot fafe to Florence. 

"i'hey w’e>c fcircely artived there, vvheif a triple league was 
propofed between the duke cf Miinii^ the Gencefe (who af- 
fecU-d a jd>evv of independency) and the Elcnncfe, 

Ti-ir. fought to counter bal ance this league hy n.vlo matie 

a new one with the Venetians 5 but the latter had rca- a league 
fons for not provoking Philips and therefore declined the 
propofdl. Tne Florentines then applied to Sf%rz,i<^ as the 
Wfc7/<7«^ did, at the fame lime, to take the command of their 
aijnies; hut he reiufcd to leave ibe feiviccof the duke of 
to v/hofc rwtural daughter he was already contracted, 
and whom he afterw’ards fuccceded in his dominions. Pope 
f\(unlfrV ^ the great rellorer of the papal dignity \n Italy^ 
b:ring now tlead, was furceeded by Eugene IV. a Venetian^ 
who joincil himfelf to the Urfini againfr the friends of the 
late pope, and ihcr;.hy a kind of civil war enfued in the ftate 
of the church. He was generally thought to be the Ton of 
the antipnpe Gregory XW, and, at his acceflion to the pope- 
dom, he formed the ikdign of rencwftig the league between 
th,e Florentines anti the Vensiiam-i to counterbalance the duke 
Of /Allan's power ; and the confederacy accordingly took 
p-a{ e. Philip coming to know of this frefli conjundtion, or- 
fome troops which lay at Pontremoli to fiill into Tuf 
liiny^ which ^ihcy did under Picininoy and penetrated fo far 
into the Florentine dominions as to cut off all communica- 
tion between Florence and Pifa. 

I'nE Phreniines\ well knowiag how ripe the Pifans vtw Cruelty to- 
a revolt, had recourfe on this occafion to an inhuman, ^'arcls tU 
but perhaps neceHiry, mcafure. The archbifhop of Pifa^ a Pifans, 
Plir online^ had then the chief Command in that city, and by 
ppjcr, no doubt, of the Florentine government, he made pro- 
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chmation that all Pifcins^ between fifteen ^id fixty, (hould 
immediately leave the city. Being of ‘brutal nature, he 
himfelfwas the executioner of this ordec'; but retained the 
v/ives and children of the unhappy as pledges for their 

conduft. NotwirhjlandingHhis precaution, a plot was formed 
within the city for delivering the fame up to' PhinmOy who 
daily prcl'ented himfelf before it^ gates; and the defign was 
clifcovercd, but by great accident \ Pianino^ however, con- 
quered all the Volterran terriyirv; and Volterra itfelf would 
have fubmicted to him, had l(e not been attended by a great 
‘ number of the Volterran cxi! 0 , who were irreconcileably ob- 

noxious to the governing pr^ty in the city. 

PoTtcy of While the triple lea^Iie between Philip, the Gemefe^ 
of Siennefe, was depetding, fomc of the young Siemefe, 

^ without either authority .^r leader, made an irruption into 

the Florentine territory, where they burned down a caftle. 
^'hc news of tl\is ^a^h adion arrived at while PA/V/^ 

was in conference with the deputies of the two republics, 
and ill great perplexity, whether he fhould conclude the 
league nr not. The adventure was no fooner related to him, 
than with joy in his^countenance he ordered all that the Sun- 
72/^^ deputies had requefted to be granted them ^ ; a circum- 
ftance that w^Jl exprefles his cautious charafter. Accord- 
ingly count was ordered to put himfelf at the head 

of two thouihnd hoifo to join that theTi^< 7 Wwar 

might becr.niid on w'ith deceive vigour^, It fooii appeared 
that the Florr >i:Kr lubjecls IiaJ no aveifioii to put thcinfclves 
under the t>f Philips though they refufed to fub- 

niit to the o/rninfe 3 fvir the war being now carried on in 
Philip's name, nin:iy tor:s a, id caftics readily fubmitted to his 
general. Picv::n^ then inar'.hcd to the valley of filfa, the 
inoir bcautirul and pop»iioi!s of any in lUily ; and he was pre- 
paring to re.li'.cc and the nciyjdo vjnng forts, moft of 

uhich bilof'Otjd to pneate fufjects of when he was 

c.icourai^cd to hope that he n'n;iht eafily m<ice himfelf mafter 
Cii Arezzo, by meairi of a conipiraLy within th 3 t city. It is 
find, not vvinit/»n great cxdcur of truth, that the Fl^nentihei 
tneniUKes fc «iL tlic bottoni of this I'uggclHon, thatnlhey 
inii^lit diaw h.m out of that country. It is certain, that P/- 
Auuhrt was fo intewt on the conqueftof.^frvzz^», tliat he burned 
a:i the preparatropb he had made for his other expedition, 
ant‘ marched diredily to if^t dry, the pk^ople, v/herever he 
paflcd, prefenting him with the keys of their towns and cjt 
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^es (B). Wftn he came before Arezzo^ he found he bad 
Dben impofed ,r9i^nd that no difpofitions were made for giv- 
ing up the city, j^aving waited for fom$ days without any 
efte£t, the SUnneJ ^k^A the other ^oops, prefTed him to be- 
gin the fiege, proteffing that he ^ould not return alive if they 
did not take it in four daw. While Picintno was dgliberating 
on this propofal, matter^ook an unexpedled turn in Lom^ 
hardfy and Philip fent an olUer for Picinino to return to Mi- 
lan. So dreadful was Pici^o*s name in Tujeanyy that the 
Flonentines confidered his deplrture, though he was attended 
by no troops, and though AlbS^o fucceeded to his command, 
as a deliverance. They cho^for their general Michalefto^ 
who had been bred up under ^orza ; and fo greatly w^ere 
they encouraj^ed by Picinino*s c|parture, that he Toon had 
the face of an army. The firft^leam of good fortune they 
obtained was an advantage they pined over Alterigo at ColUy, 
where, againft his own inclination, h^was obliged to fight 
the Florentines^ and was worfted. This advantage, though 
but trifling, was celebrated at Florence with an extravagance 
of joy. 

We arc to reflefl, that all the Florentine dominions were 
at this time reduced to Fkrcnccy theft great walled towns/^^ 
and cities, and a few inconfiderable places that had been 
fpared in the vale oi Alfa, Almoft all tlftjir open country 
had been reduced by Picinino and the Slennefe but the late 
defeat of Aiberigo gave a turn to their fortune. Philipy fuf- 
pedling him to Ifave an underftanding with the Florcntinesy 
fent for him in chains to Milany his command devolving on 
the young Antonio of Pergohy who neither had any authority 
in the army, nor any opportunities of giving a proof of hir* 
military capacity, as the fcafon was too tar advanced for ac- 
tion. After this, during the winter, not a day pafled u iih- 
out lome notable defe<Etion from the Milanefe army, and 
many of their bell troops and oi5ccr| went into the Florentine 
fcrvice. 

By this «ime the Veneiiansy alarmed at P£itlp's vaft pro- 
grefs in Tufeanyy bad concluded a new league with the Flo- 
rentinesy and had fitted out a greater naval armament than, 

^ (B) The feadcr is r.ot to ima- them to fegurc them from being 
giiie that the caftles, forts, and furprifed by the banditti, and 
fortified towns he niccts with fo dillmtlcd foldicry, which, at 
often in this hiflo^y, were, for •tliis time, and long before, had 
moll part, any other than infefled I/Av, and which always 
the houfes of private gentlemen, followed the fortune of the 
or open villages, with a few field, 
works of defence, call up about 
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hzi for foahy ages been kiiotrn in Ifafy. UJ/zi to 
them that lie had recalled Pidnino out of T ^d giv^ 
Kim the command of both his fea and lap'^ breeS; The 
mtian fleet having failed up the Po^ all of them 

gallies, and drawing very lit'Je water, lay oftpofite to their 
land army, which was commanded by Carfntgnoh, againft 
whom Pianino alone could makc'ficad, 8s their fieet was by 
Stefano of Trevifo. This encaq^iment was near Cremona ; 
while the Milanefe fleet, w'hich equal in number, but far 
inferior in ftrength and appoii^mcnts to that of Venice^ lay 
* above that city. Pidnino feen intent only upon the land 

operations; but all of afudder, without communicating his 
defign to any one but Sfor7^\ perceiving Carmignola\ at- 
Ti^Vene- fixed upon the armjj^ he threw bimfelf on board a 
tians Milanefe galley, and, thoug^i unufed to that fervice, by his 
featedhy own perfonal valour^ and intrepidity, he gave Xht Fenetians 
wafer, one of the greateft defeats they had ever received on the wa- 
ter, while Carmignola could do nothing but deplore it from 
the (hore. The particulars of this defeat, and of the vaft 
' booty made by the Mtlefnefe and Genoefe^ are foreign to this 

part of our hiftory ; b,ut it is faid, *that the ^uipment of the 
whole coft the Venetians fix hundred thoufand ducats. 

To compenfate this lofs x\\t Venetians^ having fent rouftd 
fome gallics towards the gulph of Genoa^ defeated the Genoefe 
gallies in the Tufean fea ; and the FlorentineSy under Muha- 
Utto^ furprifed Trebia, and reduced moll of the plates that 
had been taken during the fummer by Pnimno and the Sicn* 
nefe^ who were now thrown into the utmoU clerjondcncy : 
but a peftilcniial diflernpcr breaking out amongf!: their horfes 
in the field, both parties were obliged to vo into quarters. 
We are to take tliis interval to refurne the donic-ilie afiaii’S 
of Florence. 

T>ifcontcnis The bad fuccefs of the war TLg^m^Lnccca rendered it from 
«/ Flo- being a very popular a null unp pular mcafurc. They who 
fence. had been the molt forward in carrying it on, ,now fhifted the 
blame upon one another; but the v/cight of the public indig- 
nation fell upon the leaders. GniidarJini, who had com- 
manded in chief after Sforza^s ictrcat, was accufed of having 
received money I'rom the enemies of Flvence ; an<I the fpirit 
againtl him ran fo high, that the gonfalonier cited him to 
take his trial ; but either Guiccrardihi ^ intcreft in the ftate, 
or his innocence of the charge, prevented. the matter from 
going farther. The charge againll Cofmo de Medici had more,, 
ferious confequenccs. 

’ This nobleman, by his behaviour in the fiate, had Ihevifn 
the Fhrcntims what they could not otherwife have believed, 

that 
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^ftatUwM pt^We hts father could be excelled in all the flutics 
Qfan abledUj^ite-'*|fted citizen. The firftmaximC^Jwo laid down the exile of 
’TO life fide^^th no party in the republic *, but by hi ad- Cofino de 

vice, his hofpitali!^|nunificcnce, and other virtues, to oblige Medici, 
the individuals of He carried this maxim fo far, that 
when he found public L’lfinefs could not go on, without the 
fendion of his credit, always prevailed with his friend 
Puccia Pucci to take the l^^d in the management of affairs; 
and his party went by P^io's name. His other friend was 
Jfoerardo di Medtc\^ an cxcUlent foldier ; buf fo cautious was 
Cofmo in party-matters, thaL though he highly approved of 
the war with yet he Employed his intereft in giving 

the command of it to thofe wo were known to be no fi iends 
to his fann’ly. We fliall n& here enter into the difpute, 
whether this was not carry ing^e piinciples of difintereftc’tl- 
nefs to an impolitic length. 10ofmo*s friends, not fo difin- 
tereftcd as he was, laid hold of all oj^portunitics to aggravate 
the Ioffes of the Hate, and vilify the conflud of its generals, 
which was of no fei vice to him ; for, notwithHanding all his 
mcTdeffy and felf denial, he was ftill looked upon as the prin- 
cipal citizen of Florence ; and the enemies of his family con- 
fidered everything as being done by his fecrer concuirencc 
and approbation. Nicclo de Uzano was liill refpeded for his 
great intejrrity, abilities, and cxpeiiencej and was thought 
the only perfon capable to counterpoize Cofmo^s intereft in the 
flate. Bmiadt^ii^ fo called from the yellow beaids of his fa- 
mily, was fent by Rinaldo Alhi%i^ and the other enemies of 
the Medici^ to perfunde Uzemo to head the paity againft Cofmo^ 

The venerable patriot, in his anfwer, wifhed that his beard 
had been filver inftead of gold, for he then might have re- 
ilcdled on the confequences of what he propofed. He then 
entered into a detail of the divifions and factions that pre- ' 
vaiied amongft the families who called themfelves noble, and 
proved that Cofmo' s party had as good a right to that appella- 
tion as that c/ his antagonifts. He next proceeded to a de- 
fence of Cofmo^ and (hewed the injuftivc of perfecuting a man 
merely becaufe he had acquired popularity by virtue. After 
this he remonftrated upon the folly of'fiich an attempt, on 
account^of prodigious influence in the ftate ; and put 

Barbadcri in mind, that, (uppofing Cofmo to be ruined, they 
muft be governed by Rinaldoy who was a much woife man. 

In the concluPon of his difeourfe, which is fully recited by 
'MuchioroeF^ he advifed them to concord and moderation, as 
being the only terms on which the flate could be ferved. 

Machiavel, book iv. 
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the Hi^ry ef Florence; 

Those Sentiments, fo worthy of a patriw and a wife ^ 
man, made fuch an imprcflion upon Jlmcmiesj thai" 
every thing remained quiet during the w^^j/ith *£..rca. Pu^' 
at the end of that, uzano dying, Rinald&p; came the nead of 
the party ; and being the ir^econciler^je furious enemy of 
Medici^ he^left nothing undone to di^ jfe his countrymen to 
a civil wai, rather than not luin bis* ntagonift. He perfuaded 
all his party never to appear in publj^"^ but in arms, that the (>eo- 
ple might be more imprefled witK^n apprehcnfion of danger j 
and all their civil meetings, even^jor the choice of magiftratas, 
wore a military afpe£l, and werv feldom clofed without tu- 
mults (C). 

RINJLDO's fuccefs inMhis was fuch that he now 
only wanted a gonfalonier tojiis mind. The perfon moft 
liLely to anfwer his putpofe was Bemardo Guadagno^ whofe 
debts he paid oft, left the ^greatnefs of them might have 
nbftru£led his elediion^ which went in his favour. Scaicely 
had he entered his office, when Rinaldo laid before him the 
danger of Cofmd*s popularity, which, without charging him 
with any other ciime, he faid had deprived the republic 
of her liberty, lo encourage Bernardo A) proceed, he 
brought many inftaiices* in which popularity had deferted the 
impeached when they came to a trial, and Cojfno would 
find himfdf in the fame condition, cfpccially as he and his 
friends weic rttelved to fuppoit to the laft extumity the ad- 
ininifiration of juftice. 

B ER NJ k DO was cafily perfuaded to do as Rinaldo 
defired him. After fomc confultation with the other magi- 
ftrates, Cofmo was fummoned to the palace, where he was 
put under arreft j and the fenate affembling, the people created 
a Balia of two hundred, for the reformation of the ftate, 
and the trial of Qpho^ while Rinaldo^ and his friends, ap- 
peared in arms in the piazza where the Balia were fitting* 
The debates concerning C^mo lafted four days, during which 
time he was confined to a ftrong room called jthe Met gbet- 
tim^ from whence he had an opportunity of hearing and fee- 
ing the buftle that was made concerning his life, death, or 
banifljmcnt. This filled him with apprchenfions left his;, 
enemies ftiould taice him oflF by poifoii i and for four day? 

(C) Notwlthflanding*all this, houfe of Mi did atme to be fo. 
M^chtavt'l gives \K\% Rinaldo a vercigns or Flotemc, theie are 
great charaftcr, and calls him a leafous for hefieving that Ti- 
nian worthy of honour in all naldo had motives for his c^- 
fortunes. If we confider what du£l, wliich havf* not been ex- 
afterwaids happened, when the plav.cd by uL 
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keeper’s name was Mahvoltu 
» confidered it as a reflexion 
sclared that no foul dealings 
n his cudody ; and, to prove 
s to be brought, of which he 
renerous behaviour filled the 
ratitude ; and he won fo far 
m redifpofed to the comforts 
1 to bis company one Fargan^ 
nr, aod intimately acquainted 
lew that money at that time 
and, after Tapper, Malavolti 
fmoj after a moi^ obliging ad- 
te token to receive, on his 
ndred ducats at the hofpTtal 
oaniu iviaria j.yuouui unc iiundied of which he allotted 
|o Fargannacio himfclf, and the othe^thoufand was to be paid 
to the gonfalonier. This well-timed brittfe, or bounty, by 
tening the gonfalonier, mollified Cofmo*s fate, and his fen- 
tence was, that he fhouid be Tent in exile to Padua, Many 
of his relation?, together with Pucch Pucciy were banifhed at 
the fame time ; and difpofitions were made for keeping in awe 
thofe who were difiatisfied with their fentences. 

CO^MO received his doom, whielfwas pronounced on A. D. 
the third of October,, I433> ^ chearful Countenance, and 1433 . 

perfefl: refigna^tion to the will of his judges, only befeeching 
them to grant him prote£lion againlt his enemies, who he 
underftood waited in the piazza to murder him. The gon- 
falonier undertook that office ; and, after attending him in 
the palace till fupper was over, he gave him a ftrong guard, 
which accompanied him out to the confines of the Florentine 
territories to thofe of Venice^ where he was received with the' 
higheft honouis. 

RI NA LDO^ and Cofmo\ enemies, confidered his/)//;^^. 
banifhment^s a triumph over themfelves, and the ^oxtxxxnn^T pointmeut 
of their 'deftruflion. Rinaldoj indefpair, fummoned together c/* Ri- 
his party, and, after remonftrating upon the folly and mad- naldo, 
nefs of fufFering Co/mo to efcape with life, he propofed that^ • 
the nobles fliould feize by force the government, rcftoie 
the exiled nobility of their own party, deprive the ple- 
beians of all their power in the ftaie. He fupported his opi« 
jiion with m^ny fpecious arguments ; but was oppofed by 
Mariotio Boldavinetti,, who*thought the tyranny of the ple- 
beians to be more tolerable than that of the nobles, who 
were arrived at the hi^eft pitch of pride and inlblencc. 

opinion prevailed i and attributed his coun- 

fcl 
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fd being rcjefled to a judicial infatuation. It now aj^ 
parent that Rinaldo's party was divided, Cofirf^S’ZXKnd^ begarf 
to beftir themfclvcs, *and a letter to him ksyn Jgnbt^' * 

volt was intercepted. Its contents infornrth'him of the good 
difpofition of the city in his fevour, aioi advifed him by all 
means to rrrake Neri Gem his friends and that the (late was 
in fuch diftrefs for mon^y as mull di^^afion his fudden rccal. 
This letter being laid before the ^aglRracy, occafioned 
noloto lo be bani(hed ; but his pelnifhtnent was fo far from 
damping Cofmfs friends,' that iheytdaily enercafed ; and when 
14*34. magiftrales were chofen in /i 434, Nicholas de Cocco was 

made gonfalonier, and eight fen; ors werjcledlcd, all of them 
devoted to Ctjmo^ Ri^ifildoj upam this, again fummoned his 
paftty, to (hew them their irnm^nding danger, and propofed 
that they flioulJ take arms, cy itmuc Donato VeJuii^ who was 
then gonfalonier, in hij.office, and procecii immediately to a 
new eleftion of magiftraics, by burning the o!J purfes which 
contained the names of the magiflrates, and making a new 
imborfation. 

" While many of the aflembly were inclined to follow this 

advice, it was oppofed h^v Palla Strozzi^ a nobleman of great 
temper and moderation, who thought that they ought by no 
means to take arms, till they were obliged by the near 
approach of a foreign enemy, when they might do it with- 
out alarming the people, or bringing themfclves into dan- 
ger. After farther deliberation it wai> -agreed, that the new 
magiftrates (houlJ enter upon the excicife of their oflices ; 
but that if they (hould attempt anything againft the nobiliry, 
the latter (hould afTemble at 6V. Puhnare^ and proceed as cir- 
cumflances fliould occur. The hrfl adt of autliority the new 
gonfalonier performed, was the impiifoning his prcdeccfTor 
Donato Veluii for embezzling the public money. He then 
called a meeting of the friends of the houfe of Medici^ whom 
he found fo powerful, that be cited Riaaldoj Ridolfo Peruzzi^ 
^ho takes Nicolo Barbadori, to appear bcfoie him. Rinuldo^ inflead 
eirmsy of fubmilting, flew to arms ; and the refl of his party, ac- 
cording to aorcement, aifcmblcd at St. Puli note., and they were 
joined ‘ by a great number of difbanded fol Jiers, who hap- 
pened at that lime to be in Florence \ fo that the palace was 
kfet. 

R I NJ L D 0 , however, could not fupport himfelf and 
his party againft the appearance nf ler^al amhowtv. Two of 
the greatefr men of Isis party, Pa'la Stroi:zi and Giovanni Guic^ 
^deirdiniy refufed to join him in arms. Palla came to Pulcnara 
m horfeback, attended by only rwo. footmen, and was there 
leccived by moft ' bluer upbrw.*j!ngs from Rinalda^ vibo re- 
proached 
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lice» and treachery; iirft i|i 
Qighting his {RineIilo*s) coun* 
join him in arms. I'o tbia 
ning the head of his horfe, 

1. As to Guicciardim^ he ex* 
ce that his prefeace was ne- 
ther frpm joining the oppofite 
fappolptment coni'ifteci in thq 
y tojpin hint; and while he 
2 xpcaed, the niagiftrates re- 
, fl^t the palace gates, and , 

1 than t\\Q Medici party but fails cf 

mpions of legal govcl*nmcpt..^^ftyi. 

I, ai^ his pretexts fo fpecious^ 
that the magiliraies thought proper tV enter into treaty with 
him. They fent feme of their owndiod^ to aflure him, that 
they had no thought<; of recalling Cofmo from his baniftiment ; 
and that he was welcome to enter the palace, and receive 
fatisTa^fion as to all his juft complaints. Rinaldo refufed to 
truft himl'elf in their hands, and publicly declared his refo- 
lution of reforming the ftate, and reducing the magiftrates 
to the rank of private men. Rtdolfo Peruzzi was not fo 
traflablc. He thought that the ofier maefe bj the fenate was 
fair and equitable, and declared that all he fought was to 
prevent Cofmo\ return, and that he was wiliing to obey the 
magiftrates. He accordingly repaired to the palace, where 
^ he and all his friends were cordially received. I'he defedlion 
of fo great a man threw an irrecoverable damp upon Rinaldo\ 
party. 

Pope Eugene IV. happened at this time to be at FiGrence^ /j 
where he had taken rcluge after he had been expelled from nijhed. 
Rome. He offered himfclf as a mediator to reconcile the 
contending faftions ; and the magiftrates of Florence^ that 
they might fomc the more eafily to their purpofe, feemed to 
accept Ms mediation ; but in terms fo vague and indeter- 
mined, that it gave him no powder to conclude any thing in 
^ttheir name. Eu^ene^ however, fent the patriarch Giovanni 
Vitellefchi^ one of Rinaldo* s friends, to treat with him ; and 
Rinaldo^ at his perfuafion, went to &anta Marta Novella^ 
where the pope rcfided. After feme difcouife Rinaldo^ find- 
ing how little Jhe could depend upon his party, confented to 
lay down his arms ; and his confent was intimated to Barba’- 
dori^ and his other friends, who waited without, and who, 
by the pope’s perfuarion,^ did the fame. I'he fa61 ion being 
thus difarmed, proceeded in what they had refulvcd upori» 

6 without 



J;54 f fBfiotj tf Florence." 

Tvitheutthe leaft regard to the mediation o^hu holinellf*/' 
They privately fent to Pijioia for troops, yir*JiLS*'verc intro- 
duced, in the nighttime, into the city, after 
its pofts and avenues, the people were fu*^h foned to the great 
piazza; and a new Balia was app^«ted, which repealed 
Cofmo\ fenrence of banifliment, andi^kiled Rinaldo de Albizi^ 
Rodolfo Peruzzii Nicoio Barbadori ^Sind Palla Strozzi, with 
all their friends and dependents ; Mo that there was fcarce a* 
town in Italy that did tot Florentine exiles. 

This is a remarkable period the Plot entine hiftory; and, 

however blameable Rindido mi»it have been in his proceed- 
ings, it IS certain that we may Fom this time date the ruin of 
the republic and conftit ition Mf Florence. Rinaldo bore his 
far- like a brave man. WheiF the pope condoled with him, 
and mentioned the treachery, ^ as he called it, of the magif- 
trateb, he reproached hir^*ifelf with wcaknefs in imagining that 
his holinefs, who had htmfelf been driven from Rome^ could 
proted him in Florence : in all other refpefts, his behaviour 
was manly and philofophical. While he accufed the cold- 
nefs of his friends, he blamed his own mifguided condu£f, and 
Cofmo r^- fubmitted to his ientenc'*. Cofmo^ in the mean while, was 
called from w^on his return to Florence^ where he was received with more 
extU. joy than Ciceio^ under the like circumftanccs, was received at 
Rome^ and was diftmguiflied by the glorious titles of “ thp 
Friend of the People, and the Father of his Country.’^ 

7he ernpe- The papal power at this time was formidable eveiy where 
ror arr.^eshutxn Itah \ for there it was not only depreft, but defpifed. 
tn Italy : The Florentines^ notwithftanding the diltraclions of their go- 
vernment, ftill bore a gieat fway in the affairs of Italy. The 
emperor SiotJmundj who delighted in the parade of media- 
tions, negociations, and public exhibitions of every kind, 
had failed in his attempt to reduce ihe Bohemtansy whom the 
infamous muidcr of John Flufsy and Jerome o{ Prague y at the 
council of Coyifanuy had dr-.ven into arms. Thole two arc 
generally reckoned the firft martyrs for the pioteftant reli- 
gion ; and they imbibed their principles from John IFickliffy 
2Lii Englifimany parion of Lutterworthy who, though he openly 
avowed the doctrine of reformation, died quietly in his bed. 
After the defeat of the imperial army by the Bohemiansy Stgif 
mund undercook a journey into Italy y though he was fo^poor, 
that he fcarcely could defray the expences of it. The name 
of emperor, however, was ftill refpeflable, if not formidable. 
While a general council was holding at BcifU he was crowned 
with what IS falfly called the iron crown at Milan ; and, in- 
deed, his great dependence, even f/*r the charges of his re- 
tiDue, was upon that duke. The council at Bajtl^ in imita- 
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sfion of that declared itfelf fuperior to the pope, * 

a^d cenfurfid^ffljt The Florentines were neutral ; but gave 
^(vMiilg^Dr no Ahouragement to, hope* far their friendfliip in 
Italy. ^ 

From Milan hc^urneyed^to Rome; bftt Florentines affronted 
paid fo little regard aucho/ity, that they attacked and by the FIo- 

beat ziTopori the efcort uUt bad beenllent'him by the dukerenunes. 
<-*0f Milon ; and when he cybe to LuccaX they deftroycd all the 
country round, and pent h«m up witMn the city ; fo that be 
bS^ame contemptible in the \es evznjbf ihz Italians. From 
Lucca it was with difficulty thyt he r^oved to Sienna^ where 
he remained for feme monthi’5 andihe then obtained leave 
from the pope to repair to RoK^'e^ where he recei\ied the idle 
honour of being crowned emp^or on the Romans. » 

The diftrafiions of Italy^ and\hc waknefs of the emperor, 
concurred at this time to advance thraemporal power of the 
papacy to a pitch it never had known before j and even its ene- 
mies contributed to its greatnefs. Accorefing to Machiavel 
Italy then contained two different armies; but both united in 
the fame view, which was that of plunder ; and both, find- 
ing no other obje^, had marked out ihj; church’s patrimony as 
their prey. One of thofe armies, and the moft confiderable, 
had been bred up under &foj%a\ the other undei Brachio. 

The former was commanded by Sforza\ fon,gand the latter 
by Braihio\ difciple PicininOy and his nephew FoiULraihio. 

The pimees and, flares of Italy knew that murder and rapine 
fubfifled both aimies, yet they durfl difablige neither of them; 
but the Florentines and the duke of Milan had the courage to 
make peace with each other, by which the Florentine^ were 
put into pofleilion of all that their enemies had conquered 
from them in the Pifauy the Volterratiy and the Arezzian ter- • 
iitones, while the Florentines furrendeied all the acquifiticns 
they had made in the Luiquefe. This peace was of lolid ad- 
vantage to the FlorentineSy as it reftored them to a ftateof in- 
dependency b^iih upon the emperor and the pope. 7'ne 
former, during his flay in Italy, had altered his political " 
fyflem. He had broken with the duke of Milan, and he was 
r/*conciled to the ^^enttians\ and, notwithflanding the contu- 
melies wiiji which the Florentines had treated him, he courted 
their friendfhip. They weie io far from repaying him the 
compliment, tha% when he eariiefliy intreated it, they lefuied 
to fuffer him to enter Florence,^ snlatu he was upon hia return 
.. to Germany. 


» M/.cHkA\Ti, boekv. 
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frognfs af tVHBN Sigifinmd left: Sforza and Fortf^jrachk || ocKf 

tbe^artnkW Upon the dominions of the churchy a^..!;p^th of then 
Romagna. b(*ing mercenaries,^! ley had different o^ ^5 in t 

Sforj^a fell upon tht^ marquifaic of Jnco^Qp Ptamno at- 
tacked Rome The reader C 9 n fcarce^^ believe in what hor- 
ror the pc bCi c il povier was then luj)i in Italy. The Romans 
no foonei peiccivcd ih^u they were danger of a war, on tho 
pope’s account, tnan iney drove m our of Rome^ and he re 
tued to Fkrcnie. H^rc he entef/d into a trea y iMih Sfotza^ 
to wnom he granted marqq^fate of Aiconai but h mu^h 
was hib holinefs defpifeo \>y SJ01 ,a^ that he dated all the leales 
and Grants he made in t^'e m^quifate from his own trrafuiy, 
tn fpite of Si. Pete} and^t Pt ui ^ He then comj died the 
pppe to make him the tgonfc]^onicr of the church, by which 
he had all the execut^%e f^jwer ot govcinmcnt witnin the 
papal dominions.'^ Niovolas wifely complied, and obtained hig 
ends, by fctiing Sforza zad I ot Ui/raJjio at vanance The 
former inlifted himfclf under the pope’s banners , the latter 
proceeded in making conquers upon the church patrimony : 
but all their operations in the mam, by a fliangc fatality^ 
tended to aggrandize the papacy. Sfotza grew jealous of 
Foricbi aihio ^ and the Bologruf^ again throwing oft their de- 
pendence upon the pope, implored the piotcdion of the duke 
of Milan. The duke chofe pacific mcafurcs, nnd prevailed 
with both paities to come to a truce, which w is but (bort- 
lived i for Batlijla ae Camnio^ making himfclf rr after of Bq^ 
Jognaj applied to the duke of M I in for piotecfion, while the 
pope invckcd the aid ot the FtortnUms and the Veneiiars^ 
neTlo- Both parties furniflied the luccou*s required of them. Put- 
rentines nino was the Milai cfe general , and Guatamelata commanded 
difeated. the armies of Ilo erne and 1 tma, laving under him N coIo 
Tolentino as his licu'^enant gcneial. A battle waS fought near 
Irnohi^ m which the Femtians ai d Floitutines were defeated ; 
and lo/etjtino^ being taken, v is feat piiloiier to Mnan^ where 
foon afcei he died. The duke ol Milan^ aftereobtaiiimg this 
viftory, feemed to give over all thoughts ot war, and the 
pope, with his allie , fou id means to bring Sfotza into their 
inteneft, and prevailed with him to accept the command 
their armies. He quickly changed the fcale of war in favour 
of his holinefs, who^now prevailed over the flubborn Romans^ 
and they fubmiited to a governor appointed by him. Forte^ 
Ifraihio^ however, remained the irreeoncileaHe enemy of the 
Roman fee. He was in pofleflion of Ttvoby MonUfiafom^ 
C JhHo, and Jjfift^ but, being defeated by Sforza^ he ihut him- 


ielf 


^ Machiavel, bookv« 
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where bis enenw befiefol h/m. 
was to preferve rMiebrachto^ as a 
and his alNci : he therefore or* 
rough the ^magna into Tufcany^ 
ife the fiege of njftfiy and to ad* 

Picinino lay, leaving Jhe care of 
nherifW* who was intirelyde- 
rza^ afraid pf being ftript of all 
his pofleffions, returned to }'fnc6na<i an/ ^ in his turn, defeated 
and took prifbner Fortebracr\o^ who toon after died of his 
Wounds. \ 1 * 

This viflory, obtained by intirely altered the face p/' 

of affairs in Italy. All the tow ns that had been tstken from Sforza. 
the pope by PorUhrachio^ revertA to me Holy See ; and evea 
the duke of Milan was obliges to ^ave recourfe to Nicola 
//* EJle marquis of Ferrara^ mediation, ^o obtain a peace fiom 
his holmefs, which was granted him, » upon condition of re- 
calling his troops out of Tuftary and the Romagna^ and re- 
floring all he had taken from the church. Battifla Canneto^ 
no longer able to fup^ort himfelf in Bologna^ was now driven 
out of that city ty BMivoglioy and thp pope recovered full 
pofTefSon of it« 

Though the Florentines and their allies were thus fuccefs- Altera*^ 
ful, yet it is certain that the high fpirit of litery, which had 
diftinguiflicd the comnonwealth of Florence^ had now Tub- Flt'fence. 
fided in that ftate^nd city. Tired with perpetual druggies of 
adverfe fadions for power, the citizens no longer duck to 
their conditution, and this threw into Cofmo de MeduVs 
hands more power than was confident for the fubjeft of a re- 
public to podeis. Seventy became necedary to his party ^ for 
they had no other means of fafety. New confifcations, con- ^ 
fincments, and banifhments, every day took place ; and even 
fanguinary meafures, unufual amongll the Floieniines^ were 
purfued. Bernatdo Guadagniy the yonfalonicr, who had ba- 
nifhed Cofmo^ and four citizens of his party, were beheaded. 

Zanobi Belft^atelli^ and Cofmo Baibadoii^ took refuge in the Ve- 
netian date ; but fo great .was the refped paid to Cofmo di 
Mgdici by all the powers of Italy at this nme, that the J^ne^ 
tians fent them home prifoners, and they were put to death. 
Machiavel^x^ inclined to think, that ^tvrnet\ans were guilty 
of this breach of honour and hofpitality, that they might 
inflame and perpetuate the Flor^entine fadions, as being mod 
^conducive to their own fecurity. 


^ Machiavel, ubi/upra. 
Mod. Hist. Vol.' XXXVI. 
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FLO^iENC,E^ by tbofe examples of feeraeJ 

to be united ; but it was an union not foun^^on the princj* 

E les of her confiitutjon. Cofmo^ howcve*^ en Jliy purejU gjl' 
e could to heal tn^^ wounds of his coi^ ^y, by reafiimg all 
exilbs who were willing to bej‘econcile,t% the ftate, and who 
bad not ru;;orn to his and his party’s |^^^!tru£l:ion. The power- 
ful family of the>f/£/r'i, in partici;^ar, was reftored. Almoft 
all the nobility fubmit^d to be raided with the other citizens: 
and the eftatec of the exiles, mo had lately been baniflied, 
were fold at public ^ufiion. Ai\ the choice of magi^lra^e<;, 
none were admitted buu thofe y ho were devoted to the Medi- 
lean intereft ; and thofeVylio were appointed to make the alte- 
rations, together with t ^*e old fenate or magiftrates, were im- 
powered to create the n ^w. A new criminal court was infti- 
cuted of eight perfons,^and invefied with the power of life 
and death : and fo jealous was the government of the Albixi 
faction, that a public' paiTed, decreeing, that no repeal of 
confifcation orbanifliment (hould take place, unlefs thirty-four 
out of the thirty feven members, of which the fenate was 
compofcd, (hould confent. All correfpondence wiih the 
exiles was at the fame time rendered penJ; and the ruling 
party, according to Mackiavely went fo far as to punifb not 
only words and actions, but intimations by iigns, if they ima- 
gined they tended to favour any of the profcribed. In (hort, 
no meafure df ieverity or cruelty was wanting to fecuie the 
government in power. To make this fyftem the more per- 
manent, new alliances were made between fnc FUientineSy the 
pope, the VenettanSy and the duke of Milan ; and no device 
that the wit of man could invent was omitted, to give {lability 
to their fyftem. 

In the mean while, Joan queen of Naples died. She had 
nominated for her fuccefibr Regnier of An^ou \ but Alphonfoy 
king of Arragony difputed the fucceftion with him. I'he 
pope, pretending that Naples belonged to the Holy ,See, dif- 
claimed both fovereigns,^and fought to govern that kingdom 
by his own deput}\ The Neapolitans were Sivided amongft 
themfclves ; and the party that oppofed Alphonfo applied tor 
prqte£lion to the duke of Milan^ who was ftill matter of Ge» 
noa* 'TfxzCefioeJey from the hatred they had Atphonfoy 

and to fecuie to thcmfelves the gainful commerce of Naplesy 
fitted out a powerful fleet, which Alphonfo engaged near 
Gacttai but was totally defeated, and he himfelf, his tv\o 
brothers, with the chief officers of his court and army,* were 
taken prifoners, and fent to Milan, 

It was now thought ihtitPhilip duke of Milan would make 
himfelf mafter of Italy \ and perhaps the Flor mints alone pre- 
6 veated 
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him, l^ltiDrivately fijg;ge(ling to the Oenerfe how icaA- 
• a^ate fo powerful as they were, by fea elpe-i* 

fcialf^tfliveundelSworei^^ ydkej and^ the fame time pro- 
hiifing to Aipport thlRtVo U£moft, i^uld they attempt to 
fliake It off! It was noS^^ong before ihpfe argumeiys had thb 
defircd efFeft. Wheh A^^honfo arriVeA at Milan^ he found 
means to infinuate himfelf ato Philtp^i lood graces, ancf gave 
^liim fuch ideas of the charadler and anjpition the French^ 
hs/^ndered him the irreconcilable enr^v of Rignier. To 
khc amazement of all Etiripej\e genejjotlfly reftored Alphonfo^ 
hib brothers, and friends to their Iibem, and fent them wirh 
great ttiagnificence to Genod \ from Whence Alfh^njo tranf- 
j3orted himfelf to Gaetta^ which foml of his patty had fur-^ 
t)rired. The Genoefe confidered ^he daivcrance of Alphunfo aS 
An infult upon themfelves. Thougl\P/ji///s vid^ory was 
owing to them, he had not deigned to ^nfult them about the 
difpofal of his royal piifoner. Franaf^o a nob*c 

noefe^ who had been the chief inftrument of lubjecfting his”®** 
Country to Phtbp^ finding matters quite ripe for a revolt, 
fought to repair Itis fault by reftonng the independency of 
Genoa, On the feaft of St. ^ohn the when Artlmtnn^ 

the Milamfe governor, was about to enter upon his poft, Spi* 
nola^ and a few friends, who were in his fecrA, ifiued from his 
palace, and proclaimed liberty ia the market (flace. "I'he 
Genoefe were fo unanimous in Joinins: them, that Arijinino 
took refuge in theVaftlet and his prcdeceffor Opicino^ in en- 
deavouring to reach the palace, where he had two ihoufand 
foldiers, was intercepted by the mob, and torn in pieces. 

After this the Gtnoefi took the caftlc, and driving all the iWi* 
lanef out of Gcma^ regained their independency. , 

RINA LDO DE ALBIZI was dill ih exile, ^ndne efaJi* 
refided at Milan^ where he praStifcd upon that duke to de- of Milan 
dare war a^ainft the Florentines, ffc was not without e/cclareo 
fpecious arguments to fupporc his lolicitation. The inter- 
Coutfe between flie Florentines and the Genoefe was fo far from Florin- 
being a fecret, that, after the latter recovered their liberty, the 
Florentines not only entered into a new league with thetil, but 
fenf a body of troops to their afliftance, and even perfuaded ^ 
the Venetiam to do the fame. Notwkhfiaqding all ihole pro- 
vocations, Phihp v/as very backward in entering into a frcOi 
war, which he fawmuft be attended with expence and diffi- 
culty. Before he Wke with thft Florentines^ he fent Picimno 
with an army to endeavour to retake Genoa \ but though he 
obtained fome advantages over the Genoefe., he returned unfuc- 
cefsful. Upon th^s the duke* of Milan dedared war agatnft 
the Florentines^ whom he blamed for the defeaftlon of Genoa^ 

S 2 • * and 
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and Picinino befieged and took Serazana* Pt/gc Eugem WAS 
at this tioie at Florence ; bqt, upon this neigiff^ar o^ 

he went to Bolognajwhett he endeavouc<.(^tQ medilhrS^eace 
between Philip ana"^he Florentines^ H^Cirbich the Venetians 
were to be comprehen^led. Philip m\i\A hear of no terms^ 
unlefs the* Florentines /Arould renou^e their alliance with the 
Geno^e^ which they peremptorily refufed to do. Upon this 
the pope ordered his^ general Sforza to join the Florentine ge« 
neral PJeri de Gim^ Lnd to m^e head againft Picinino^ who 
was then at Lucca wVh a dei/lgn to reduce Pifaj thougK'he 
gave out that he was Inout to march to Naples^ to alfift the 
king of Arragon. Thtf two armies, that under Sforza and 
JNeri de Gmo^ and than under Picinino^ were pretty equal as 
^^to numbers, and in aji other refpe^ts ; but it was December 
before they took the ^Id, and each knew the other’s ftrength 
fo well, that both of them lay for fome time upon thedefenfive. 
At laft, Pitinino made a movement ; but failed in his attempt 
upon Vico Pijano^ though he took S. Maria in Cajlello^ and 
Filletto^ and burned S. Giovanni -ulla-Vena^ deAroymj at the 
lame time the neighbouring country. i 
fwho re- The Florentines ^Atv Sforza andiGino remained all this 
tnatn mac while inadive out of complaifance to the pope, who mediated 
iive. a peace. Picinim attributed their inadivity to their cowardice, 
and laid ilegb to Borgo^ which lay in the Arezzian territory. 
This attempt drove the Florentines from their neutrality ; and 
Sforza not only raifed the fiege of BorgOy hut totally defeated 
PicininOy and fell into the Lucquefe territories, with an intent 
to befiege Lucca. In the mean while, the Venetians being 
called upon by the Florentines^ in confequcnce of the treaty 
fubfifting between them, fent an army under Giovanni Fran- 
eifeo de Gonzaga to invade the Milanefiy which obliged Philip 
to recal Picinino from Tufeany. The Florentines made ufc of 
that opportunity to recover 5 . Maria in Cajielloy and all the 
other places that had been taken by Picinino^ They likewife 
A. D. befieged Camajorey which they took, together wj^th Maffa and 
1457. Serazana\ and about the beginning of May^ 1437, Sforza 
laid fiege to Lucca itfelf. The Lucquefe in vain applied to the 
duke of Milan for alSftance ; and obtaining none, they aban- 
doned all the open country, which was waAed by the Floien^ 
tinesy and prepared to make a vigorous defence of their capi- 
tal, which they fortified with new works. The Florentine 
army, on the other hand, obliged Monte-Carlo to furrender, 
and l^fieged Vzzano fo that Lucca was reduced to the utmoA 
diArefs. The Lucqujefey in this extremity, again applied to 
the duke of Milan fo movingljr, and fo eflFe&ually, that he 
jdetermined to fend a great body oi troops to their lelipf. The 
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Mcrentints^ to^dhrert this florm, applied to the Vtntttau ; but fheir iif- 
t\k marquis of ^kismtuay who was in their pay, went over to fcijtiiu 
tbei£lv*ce"of the^'ke of Milan: upon^hich the Fimtians. 
threatened to disblqf»yheir army, if was not fent to 
command it. Thi^ retjiieft puttte PUhnUnes to great incon- 
veniences. On one hai^, they faw me iieceflit/ of profe- 
cuting, by way of divcr{ion, the war In Lombardy ; on the 
other, they were bent on the conqueA of L^Oy in which 
they defpaired of fucceeding without Snrxa. The latter bad 
made it one of the conditiorsof his^rvice, that he ibould 
not be obliged to pafs thePs; and h</lcept fteady to^that re- 
folution, for fear of too much exafpnating his future father- 
in-law the duke of Milan* The Pmetians pretehded, that 
without him they muft be obliged to elacuate Lombardy ; ani 
the Florentinesy to keep them in tempw, prevailed on Sforza 
to write them a letter, promifing thatlie would pafs the Po* 

He accordingly, after making difpofitiftns /or continuing the 
fiege of Luccay went to Lombardy ; and when he came to 
Reggio^ the Venetians formally requeued him to pafs the Poy 
and head their fcyccs, which he obftinately declined to do. 

Upon this, fome reproachful language paiTcd between him and 
Andrea Morojinty who had been (ent from Venice to treat 
with him 9 but nothing could prevail witl\^;z0 to break 
with Philips in whofe intereft hq all along wat ; and he re- 
turned to Tuf^anyy as Morofmi did to Venicey after making a 
formal proteft, that the Venetians ihould be no longer obliged 
to give Sforza pay. 

The Florentines had forefeen this, and required him io^befegr 
continue the fiege of Luccay which he abfoluteiy refufed to do ^ f*wcca 
till the Venetians (hould pay him his arrears ; and the duke of 
Adilan was not wanting to improve the quarrel to his own 
intereft. He promifed Sforzoy that he Ihould confummate 
the marriage with his daughter, if he could bring about a 
peace between the Florentines and tRe Lucquefe ; and Sforzoy 
dazzled with fd illuftrious an alliance, and in hopes of be- 
coming duke of Milan [Philip having no, male iflue) inti- 
mated that he was refolved to break oif all connexions v^itb 
tht Florentinesy who, he pretended, were unable to fupport 
him, now (hat they were abandoned by the Venetians, In this 
doubtful ftate of affairs, Cofmo de MtdiePy who was now at 
the head of the Florentine republic, and in high reputation all 
over Italy y went ift perfon to Venicey where he laid before the 
fenate the dreadful confequcnces that muft enfue to them, as 
well as the FloreniineSy if Philip and Sforza ftiould join their 
forces. The matter was fulJy debated ; but the Venetionsy far 
from complying with Cofmoy inveighed bitterly againft-^rz^’s 


am* 
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ambition and infolence. They pretended, tl^he was in the 
Fhrentine feivice, and that they ought to pajfnimt that tb^ 
were rc(blved to a£t Opon the defen five, ^ to fuffer SrfUrzii 
to take his courfe : fc^at Cofmo was oW^d to return with« 
fheymake Succeeding in his e^mmiffibn. B^hi<i time the duke of 
Milan had* brought o%er to his fc^ire Furlanoj a general^ 
o^cer, on whom dependence ; and thjs de- 

fodion fervad j^iim wuh a pretext to finiOi his treaty witli " 
Phtltp ; one of the artjxles of which was, that he fhould take 
no farther concern in t\p affairs either of Tufedny or the 
magna. This reconciliation, in obliged the Florentines 
;fign 8 againft Xi/<:rdr ; and' in ^^ri7, 
ided between them and the Lucquefei 
a free people; but the Florentines xe-^ 
mained in polTeiSon of Monte-Carlo^ and the other acquifitions 
they had made from thr Lucquefe, 

Jfffalrs of Upon the Atz^oi^Forubrachioy which has been already 
Italy. mentioned, Poppi^ whofe daughter Forubrachio had married, 
held 5. Sepolchro as part of his daughter’s dower, though de-^ 

' manded by the pope as belonging to him ; apd Poppiy finding 

himfelf unable to conteft with bis holinefs, offered to depofit 
the place into the hands of the Florentines ; but they refufed 
it, for fear of givyig umbrage to the pope, whom, at iaff, 
they prevailed upon to compromife the difference, by putting 
him in poiTciffion of S. Sepolchroy while he relinquiffled all his 
conquefts in the Cafantiny and returned them Pratoy Fecchioy 
and Romena. • 

Dedication • It has been noted in biliory, that though the Florentines 
qfnheea^ were thus involved on every fide with diificulties and dangers; 
thedredof the magnificence and fplendor of the city was as great as 
■Florence, ever. The affairs of the pope having obliged him to return 
^ to Florence^ and their cathedral of 5. Reparata being finifbed, 

it was now confecrated by his holinefs. The pomp of this 
CQnfecration is celebrated both by Aretin and Machiavel ; and 
the concourfo of people was fo great, that the tiliigiffrateb were 
obliged to ere^l a moft magnificent pl<»tform for the pro* 
c^ffion, between the place of the 'pope’s refidende and the 
church that was to be confecrated. The pope encouragoJ 
this and all other extravagancies of that kind, that;^e might 
iipprcfs the emperof of Conjiantinople and his prelates, who 
were then at Florenccy and treating of an accommodation with 
the Latin church, with high ide#s of his grandeur A coun-» 
cU was accordingly indided at to peifedl the recon-* 

filiation. 

^ AasTiN, pag. 2 ^ 5 , 
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^ Ths duke of Milan at this time was intent upon a war Cr^ »f 
«i^!ch the Venetta^Si whom he dreaded nipre than he did ^ukeof 
Florentines. His ^Jyrret aim was to rrtake Brefcia and Ber- Milan and 
gamo \ but pcrcelvlh^that he would tp oppofed by the pope, Picinino. 
he fecretly treatedVitn Picinino to ifwade xht Romagna \ but 
not his general, being bodnd up \y his late treaty with 
Sforpsa from attacking aoy part of thejpapal dominions. The 
deceit was earned on fo well, that Piitnim Aver-reached bis 
bcflmefs, furprifed Forli^ I^iola^ and Bologna \ fub- 

dued all the pope’s polTeilions in the Jlomagna^ and carried the 
war into Lombardy^ where he befie^.Ied Brefcia. Though all 
Italy was fenfible of the collufion biltween the pope and P/n- 
ninoy yet they continued to diirembleKheir engagements, agd 
Philtp openly difavowedrall that Ptd^o had done« The Flp* 
rcntines applied for afliftance to Sforo^ who durft not venture 
to difoblige Philips and therefore remained neutral. Being 
djfappointed in that quarter, they dropt ^1 their refentments 
agamft the Venetians^ and refblved to join them. In the mean 
whild*, they were greatly favoured by Phhp^s diifimulation, 
who found daily* pretexts for putting^ off Sforza*s marriage 
with his daughter^ though he had fent him thirty thoufand 
florins as part of her fortune. This did not fatisfy Sforza^ 
who faw into Philips defign, which was to j^eep him in a 
ftace of dependence till he was^enabled, by hi$ great fuccefs 
a^aioft the Venettansy to crufh him. The Florentines again 
attempted to malce him fenfible of the duke’s views, and fuc- 
ccfded fo far, at lad, as to bring him into a confederacy with 
tljcm and the Ftnetians. The conditions were, that the 
mttans (hould pay two thirds of the expence of the war. The 
remaining third was to be defrayed by tht Florentines y and both 
Tc-puDljcs engaged to defend Sforzd^ eftate in Ancona and the 
Rma^m. One difficulty, however, ftill remained, which 
was ^foi z^’s abfolutely refufing to pafs the Po with his airmy^ 
and to carry thj^ war into the Milanefe. 

All they could prevail upon him tQ do was to put y^ggpeiatton 

at the head of the Venetian troops in the Pa4uan ; but great tu^ith Ve- 
dj^culMts even in that occurring. Nut diGtno Capponi*vezs\{\Go. 
fent ambalTidor to Ven^tCy to concert mcafurcs tor the pre- 
f^rvaiiof) (Tf both republics. Cappom was received with all 
the rcfpe£l due to a fovereign pnnee; and having previoufly 
had a conference with Sforzoy he brought him to confent to 
|)^'s the Po, and to march to Ihe relief of Verona and Pifiy 
whuh were ready to tall under the power of the duke of 
A public audicncij was granted to Capponi in the 
Vtu ftnate, wh'*re he made a very fine fpcccb, magnify- 
ing tlue fncnJIhjp ot Fhrtnce to herfifter republic 3 arid offert4 
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then, in Sferza's name, his own fervice, at the head of feven 
thoufand horfe and two thoufand foot, to be employed wher^ 
they thought proper.^ The fenators were f^much overjoyed 
at this propolal, whidtuwas greatly beyoncktheir hopes, that, 
without wailing for the yoge's Jhnfwcr, jfiey^embraccd Capponi 
with tears iri their eyes p their common deliverer \ and on the. 
20i\i0^Junei Sfofza : /rived with his army in x\itPaduany 
and marched to the lehrf of Verona^ which he effefled, tho** 
oppofed by aR Ptanino^ power. He then proceeded to the 
The*^ ir xtWti of Brefcia\ but, 'on epidemical diftemper happening 
tn Lf i- annongft his troops, he wps obliged to give over that entcr- 
prize, which gave Ptcimm great advantages. Sforzoy how- 
ever, refrefbing his trooni, again advanced to relieve Brefcta^ 
and came to a battle wijsli Picmnoy whofe army was routed 
near he himfelf^moft miraculoufly cfcaping. But 

this victory was not impLoved as it might have been ; and Pi- 
cininOt having joined the? remains of his army, furprifed Veto- 
nay at a time when iht Venetians thought him either dead, or 
ruined beyond all pofTibility of recovery. S/otza was at/H^iz- 
na when this unexpected news reached higa ; and, without 
Jofing a moment’s time^ he marched to retake VeronOy before 
Ptcinino could complete the new fortifications he had defigned 
foi Its defence. Sforza undertook this expedition 

againd the advke of all his general officers, yet it fucceeded ; 
for, making a feint as if he intended to march to Vicenzoy he 
fuddenly turned fliort, afid aflaulting the unfkiilhed works of 
Verona^ wnile Pic Jnss lohiitrb viTre bufy about the plunder, 
he earned ihe c atilt of S Ftlicey and obliged Ptcinino and the 
, marquis of Mantua to fave themfeivcs by flight, and to rejoin 

their camp, which ihll remained htfox^ Brefcia, 

])uke nf The duke of Milan attributed all his misfortunes to the 
Milan en- Fkrcntine^y and rcfolvcd to be revenged. It was now the 
ragfd at dead c^t winter *, urd Sjoiray having thrown fupplies of men 
/AfUcien- and prrviiions into PrefSa^ went into quarters at Verona^ 
tinea. Many of the Fl&reniinesy who formed an ^arnay of them- 
felvfs, were then at the court of Aldan. The principles of 
patiiotilm were not perhaps fo lirong within them, as were 
thofe of revenge upon tlieir enemies. All of them paflioiiatclj 
wilhed to be rtflored to their country, and they we^e backed 
in their folicitations by Pieinino, who pretended to be executor 
to BrachtOy and fought to difpofrefs Rfo) xa in his abfence. But 
all this could not tc efteCted wwhout a war ; *and fo great was 
the dukeS caution, that he would not declare himfelf on that 
bead till he fno jid hear all that could be urged for it. Piet- 
a no <»riurc'l n, I'lat the relief of* Biefcin was impraClicablei 
it..d :iu: t l t. ^ht ccnuiuc, thu ’gh he ftculd be fent 
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with j^rmy into T \tftanf t that he would no (bonttP enter tt* 
tMn tht^Jorentims muft be conftraincd either to fubmit to his 
willt or Id recal Sfor%a\ in either of wlnAi cafes he mull ac- ^ 
quire a vnStory. The exiles gave the mke ^he ftrongeft af- 
furances, that m^Nqrrny would*no focp^ approach Florence^ 
than the people, e^fperated by taxes and tyrants, Vould de- 
clare unanimouily for him ; and that iflhe marche^ bis army 
by the Cafantine^ it* would meet with ho oppofition. The 
duke, at laft, feemed to be determined; and thcTather as he 
knew that Giovanni VetteUfchi Corneitano^ firft apoftolic notary, 
then bilhop of-^Recanati^ patriarch of Akxandria^ and cardinal 
of Florence^ who commanded the popS’s armies, where he had 
more power than the pope himfelf, ms their enemy, on ac- 
count of their having formerly banilbfd Rinaldo^ while undef 
the pope’s protedion. He was enteuraged likewife by a 
coldnefs that was growing between Venetians and Sforza, 
Notwithftanding the bitter inclemency of the fcafon, they 
were perpetually importuning him to employ his whole force 
in thejelief of Brefcia^ which he abfolutely refufcd to under- 
take till the fprings when he could be affifted with a fleet. 

The Florentines were no ftrangers to what was in agita- 
tion againft them, and began to refled that the Venetians had 
reaped the benefit of all they had done in Lombardy, They 
imagined that Puinino never Would have abandoned the Aegc 
of Brefcta^ which was upon the point of furrendering, to 
march into'T' ufeany^ unlefs he had been fure not only of being 
aflifted by the army of the church, but of being joined by a 
party with whom he had correfpondence in Florence, But thrir 
fears of Vetielefchi were foon quieted. We have feveral times 
taken notice of the excellent intelligence with which the Flo^ 
rentines d\w2cys were furnifliedj and, like all other ftaies, they 
fometimes employed means not firidly juftifiable, particularly 
by fpies and agents, who had the art ot intercepting and ia- 
tpcwling letters. Some of thofe fpies intercepted certain let- 
ters at Monu-Pulcianoy a town in the Siennefe^ written in 
cyplier by Vetielefchi to Picinino^ which the Florentines fent to 
the pope. Hisholinefs, who knew nothing of this correfppn- 
defice % not able to decypher the letters, and jealous of the 
patriarLh^sgieat power in the army, refolved to deQroy him. 
To do it the more fccurely, he comtriumcated his intention 
to Antonio Rido of Padtsa^ governor of the caftle of S, Angelo^ 
ordering him to chc patriarch as foon as be could. Aa 
opportunity foon prefented. The patriarch was fccuied whi^e 
hr was conveifing with Antonio upon •the draw- bridge of the 
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cafile 



' fhe Hiftory of pidrence. ( ^ 

Dioih «/ ca&1e» It was in vain for Antonio to endeavour to (cjoih Ms 
Vettelef- prifoo^r under his {everfc of fortune ; for Vettehfchiy^ forf &- 
chf. ipg his fate» died In atAort time^ Though we hav^^iven this 
important incident^lb relatq^I by MaMayf!^ yVt it feems, 
from the whole compLxion of it, to ha\’^been a contrivance 
of the Florentines to ^rk upon the pope’s fears ; or, which is 
more probable, a colLfion between them and his holinefs^ 
who, though He durftmot avow it in the patriarch’s time, was 
the friend of Florence, ^ 

A peaty of The death oiVettelefchi did not quiet the apprehenfions of 
the Florentines on accoint of Picinino^ who was then on his 
march. The pope, beng now freed fiom his mailer, could 
jjpt behold his advancing to Tufeany with indiftereiice ; and he 
came into a league w\i)MhftFlbrcntines and engaging 

to hold in readinefs ^ur thoufand horfe and two thoufand 
foot, for the defence of the Florentine dominions. Nothing 
now remained for Ihe fafety of the Florentines^ but to make 
irp the breach between S/orza and the Fcnctians, For this 
< purpofe they deputed Neri di Gino Capponi and GiuHano d^Avan- 

xati to go to Venice, ^ While they were ofi the road, they 
tinderftood Kh?X Pkirtino had paUcd the Po with fix thoufand 
horfe; and when they came to Venice^ they found that f iiate 
in a (late of d^*fpdndcncy at Brefda not being relieved ; and 
Capponi^ as he had becn.inftrucled, fet out for Verona^ to con- 
fer with Sferza on that head. The latter ^gave him many 
mditary rcafons why it was impra^licablc to relieve Brefda ac 
that feafon ; but, after fevcral conferences, at which the Vene-' 
tian deputies likewife allifted, it was agreed, that Sforza Ihould 
receive eighty thoufjnd, and each of the foldicrs forty ducats, 
if he would immediately take the field, fo as to oblige the 
duke of Milan to recal Pidnino. 7^he Venetians^ who both 
hated and feared Sforza^ durd not difpute thofe terms ; hut 
they trifled egregioufly inr fulfilling them, and a new (cenc 
opened in Tvjcany, ^ 

War re- PICININOj having pafTed the Po, marched towards 
ftnved in the Romagnay where he was joined by the Malatejla family, 

" Vuftaoy. upon whofe friendlhip both the Florentines and Venetians hs)^ 
great dependence ; and the latter were afraid that their general 
Orfinot who lay on*, the frontiers of the Rdmagnd with aq 
army, fhould be defeated. This defertion cf the MaLiteJias 
alarmed Sforza fo much for his own dominipns in the mar- 
quifate ol Ancona, that he repaired to Venice, where he lolJ 
the fenate, in a full aflembly, that their only courfe now was 
to transfer the feat of war to Tufcqny ; declaring, at the fame 
time, that as he came into Lombardy a fovercign prince, 
was determined not to leave it a private fubjedt. This pro- 
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^fi^ory cf FtDitnc«; , ' nfyy 

jp^ftlNiasftrenuouflyoppofed bythefenate; and all tbat either 
c&Id be brought to conient to, was to wait for a few 
days, tik it (hould be known what turn affairs > would take in 
'Tufcany m^tl^ Romagna^ and how pope was difpofed 
towards hisnSte^alJlmf Intelligence {Ah came, that the pope 
ffill continued fiea^ in the league, mat Orfino Vras retired^ 
with his army to Tu/car^j and that th^ MalaUfta family had,^ 
ih fa^, been fotcw into their connbdions^ with Pictnino, 

^orzifs apprehenfibiis were calmed by thofe accounts, and 
hS*conrenCied th^t Capponi Ihould return to Tufcany with fifteen 
hundred horfe of bis army ; but engaged him at the fame 
time to let him know of Picinina*% pr^^grefs, promifing, in cafe 
qf danger, to leave all other concerns, and march to oppofe 
him. \ ^ • 

' PICININOt having fettled hi^^airs in the Romagna^ Florence 
intended to force his way into Tufc^ over the Appennines^ attacked 
and by the valley of Montone \ but h6 foipd the paiTes there Plcini* 
fo well guarded by Nicolo dePifa^ that he failed in his attempt. • 

He therefore turned oiF towards Maraddi^ another pafs of the 
Appenmnes^ whic|] was guarded by Orlandini^ a Florentine 
knight, whom he knew to be a coward. The pafs, though 
not fortified, was defenfible againft all Picmno*% force, and 
the inhabitants were willing and brave ; but ^he governor no 
fooner beard of Picinino's approach, than ho withdrew to 
Ifurgo S, Lorenzo: Co that Picinino entered tbe^pafs without 
refiftance, and marched dire£lly towards the valley of Mugelli^ 
where he took fome forts, and belieged Monte-Pulcianom 
While this fiege lafted, he dent out parties, who over- ran 
and plundered the whole neighbouring country, and carried 
their incurfions to within three miles of Florence itfelf. The 
Florentines^ being now afTured of fupport, were not fo much 
alarmed as they ufually had been with their danger. Their 
internal diiTentions and jealoufies had been quieted by the pru- 
dence and credit of Cojjno de MediciX who was beloved by aH 
parties in the ikite. They knew the pope’s auxiliaries were 
on their march, and the detachment under Capponi had al- 
ready arrived at Fh^^nce, His arrival gave great fpirit to the 
citizens ; and as he was known to be an able officer, ^ey 
committed^ to him the defence of their capital. He foon 
raifed an army, with which he retook Rerrwh from Picinino^ 
whofe quarters he likewiTe ftraitened fo much, that he was 
obliged to remove to a greater dift^nce from Florence. 

' PICININO^ when he carried his arms into Tufcany^ 
had dependence upon an infurreclion in Florence., of 

which he had aflurances from the Tufan exiles. Being dif- 
appointed of that, he refolved, if poilibie, to draw Capponi 
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to a battle; Frimee/ea, count of Pifpit .who faeti con^raSIe> 
commands under the Fhr^liws, had, from the aiFe^ion 
bore to Rhkildo de ^/W, deferted them, , and joined 
as foon as he cmerfe Tvfeany. By hts 2 Av\cn/ Picitiin9 
inarched into the Caja^im^ where' be took Hhninna and Ro* 
mena^ and fieficged the^fcaftle of S. which Hands on 

the confines of C^fantine and the vale of Arno. This 
cafile, which w^s nrong« made fo good a defence, that the 
Florentines had time to draw together three thouHnd horfe; 
the command of which they gave to Orfino^ under whom 
Papponi 2 lt\^ Bernardo de Medici ferved. The caftle of S. Ni-^ 
colas had now held out about thirty days, and meflengers were 
fent from the garrifon t^ the Florentine generals to implore 
their relief. The gener?Is^ after reconnoitring the fituation 
of the place, and the dVpbfitions of the enemy, judged that 
the attempt was impracticable ; and after highly commending 
the fidelity of the inhabitants, they gave them leave to fur- 
tender, which they did on the 32d day of the fiege. 
hvinjudi^ MACHIAVEL ^ is jultly of opinion, that 
eiouspre- marching to tht Cafantine was the ruin of hi® expedition, and 
feeding, that he would have fuerjeeded much better, had he continued 
the feat of war near Florence, where the citizens would have 
been foon tired the expence attending it. But he was 
* over-perfuaded <by count Poppi, who had private views of re- 
venge to gratify. After reducing the caftle of S. Nicolas', 
Picinino took Rajfma and Chiuft ; and the count endeavoured 
to perfuade him to remain in that country ; but it proved fo 
rocky, that Picinino dryly told him his horfes could not eat 
Hones ; and therefore he fell back to Borgo 5 . Sepolchro, in 
hopes of making himfelf mafter of Citta di Qajlello ; but in 
this he failed, the inhabitants being in ftridl friendfhlp with 
the Florentines^ He made the like attempt upon the Peru-- 
gians, and he entered Perugia, where the pope had a legate. 
The citizens treated him with civility, though he failed in 
his negociation ; but he extorted from the inhabitants a contri- 
bution of eight thoufand crowns. His next attempt was upon 
Cortcina, then in the poflSfion of Florentines ; and he formed 
a party in the city, which was to be delivered up to him in thx. 
right-lime. The confpiracy, however, was difenvered to 
Bartolomeo Senfoj on# of the citizens, and defeated ; fo that 
Ptcinim^ who was wailing at the gate, was obliged to return 
to his quarters. 

•While Picinino, who appears to have been a braver ge- 
neral than he was an able politician, was proceeding thus un- 
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futck^uliy in Tuf^umi and.tbeii^Mir, matitrs \n^^n^4y 
^ no&wear a more favourable . afpe/tfor the duke of JMilan^ 
4^ztf,wrceivin£ o^n dominions out of d^oger; early 
in the fpsijigmadc difpdfitions for raifi'w the fiege of Brefcia^ A. D. 
Being furnflnbWjy the VenetUm vflim ihipping, he entered 1440. 
the lakes that furrdunded it, where ae defeated «he Miknefi 
fleet, and retook all the neighbouring\:ames, which had been 
garrifoned by, P^/ 7 ^, and this obliged/ his land-troops to 
withdraw. Thus Brefcia^ after a long fie^, was relieved. Brefda 
The Milanefi army retreated to Soncino on the Oglio^ from Ueved. 
whence they were driven by Sforza to Crmorut^ where the • 
duke of Milan made a ftand ; and 4 n the mean time he fent 
pofitive orders iotPicinino ioewaevLdteTufcanyy and join him 
as foon as pofTible. ' f * 

According to the beft aciCouAs s, the city of Florence Diflurh^ 
was then under an excellent goveitirrrent. The fear of PUi^ances at 
nino had driven, all the coumriy, people into their capital \ foFlorence* 
that a fcarcity of provifions waS; dreaded,* which n^ight bring 
on qiutinies and revolts. The wifer part of i\\e Florentines 
however uniting^ as we have already feen, under Cofmo^ a 
moft excellent choice was made of th^ ten ii^ld-deputies, how 
called the council of ten ; and Arethr the hiflorian, v^as con- 
tinued for two years in that ftatjion. By the tim^ that Picinino 
received the duke of A//4srn’s orders for his retign to Lombardy^ 
the Florentine army was complete, by the juniStion of the 
troops of their allies. Their own force amounted to four 
choufand foot, and the horfe whieh were brought out of 
iardy were commanded by Michalotti^ as the foot were by 
Orjino, They were joined by two thoufand of the pope's 
cavalry al Arezzo \ and their whole army, beihg in high fpi- 
rits, advanced to Anghiari^ Capponi having the chief com- 
mand over the whole. While they lay at Anghiari^ which is 
a caflle feated at the foot of the mountains dividing the vales 
of Tevere and Chiana^ the magilirRtes of Florence rezeysed in- 
telligence of Picininoh recal, together with Sforzd's fuccefles 5 
and fenC orders, to their deputies not to hazard a battle, as 
they might gain all their ends without bloodfbed. The Flo^ 
wentine exiles came to the knowledge of thefc orders, arlti, in- 
form in of them, they perfuaded him that the Flo^ 

rentine army, thinking ihemfelvcf perfcdlly fecure, might be 
eafily furprifed, and that he had it now in his power to retrieve 
all his pafl dlfappointmeiits ,by a gloriouraiflory. Picinino 
believed all they faid, and prevailed with the people of Borgo 
S, Sepolchr^ to join him wlth“ between two and three thoufand 
• 

a Aretin, p. 266^ Macuiavel, ibid. 
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mc^n, in hopes of fharing in his ipoils. According to Ai^chta* 
vel \ tbb plan of furprital ms very nOar fucceedit;^ ; bet 
Jretin S perhaps fiig private reafons^ conceals the iirir^m-^ 
fiances. ^ 

Pidnlno The Fhrintine arni^ Uy encamped ofi le^el ground 
dtfmtd. under the ivalk of ^Jf^hiorij and that or Pitinino advanced 
with the utmoft filtyice and fecrecy between S.Sepolchro 
and Cttta di Cajitlh^ According to Machio^eU his approach 
was not perceived (A) i\\\ Michalottl^ difcovering a great duft. 
the weather being then exceffively hot, gave the alarm ; and 
it was with the utmoft difficulty that he and the other general- 
officers could aflemble their troops, which were carelefly difJ^ 
perfcd through the fields,^ or encamped without order or re- 
gularity. They got, h^jwever, under arms before Pkininoi 
whofe men were terriblf/ fatigued by the heat and length of 
the march, could attach them. Michalotti commanded thft 
van of the Florentir^f army, and marched down to difpute li 
bridge over which the enemy muft pais. His promptnefs and 
prefence of mind probably faved the Florentine army, beraufe 
he held the enemy in play till the other gener9ls drew up a lind 
of infantry on each of bis flanks. Michaloiti repelled the firft 
charge; but it was renewed with fo much fury by Picinino in 
perfon, thzt Muhe^etti was driven from the bridge to the foot 
of the hill on which Anghiari ftands. Butt Picininoh men, in 
the purfuit, were flanked by the Florentine infantry, who plied 
them from their crofs- bows; fothat Picinino was again driven 
back to the bridge, where the difpute continued very fliarp fot 
two hours ; during which it bad been loft and won fevcral 
times by both parties: hutPidnim^ men were obliged to ad-^ 
vance thro’ a defile, and could only aA in front ; a circumftance 
that gave the vifiory to the Florentines. For the latter making 
a furious charge, drove the van of their enemies upon their 
center, and their center failing back on their rear, their whole 
army fell into diforder, and a total rout enfued, moft of them 
flying towards Borgo S. Sepolchro. The Florentines were in 
much better condition than their enemies, who had not now 
firenath for flying, and were taken prifoners almoft without 
refiftance, not above one thoufand of them, and thofe toe 
horfe, wiffi Picinino at their bead, efcaping to Borgo. The 
flaughter however, though the difpute lafted four hours, con- 

^ Machiavbl, ibid. ^ Aretin, ubi fupra. 

(A) Aretin^ uh fufrat tells the walls of Anghiariy^YiiA tie 
us, that the Florentine army, more emboldened Pidmno to at- 
being afraid of a furprize, had tack them, as Uiinking they were 
drawn themfdvcs up to afraid, 
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lifted but in one maiif who fell from his horfe, etiS ^ trod 
to death. The reafons why the vidory was fo bloodlefs^ 
vme, nrfij the almoft impenetrable armour in which the 
troops or^oth fides were cafed 5 and, fepnd'ly, the avarice of 
the FIoreniiifA ^^m y^ which was com/bfed of mercenaries^ 
who found their a^u^unt in the ranroiliH>f the prisoners, and 
therefore they made as many as they lould. Two thoufand 
tyvo hundred of the inhabitants of Borgi 5. Sepclchro were 
taken, and put to ranfom ; lb that the booty made by the Flo- 
rein/hie army, in men, horfes, money, and baggage, was very 
Confidcrable. ' ^ 

Had the Florentines followed their blow, they might have Bad 
taken Borgo S. Sepolchroy while Picinino was wit|;tin it ; but sT 
their avarice was fuch, that they relji fed to proceed pn 
other fervice till they had fecured their booty and^ their 
foners in Arezxo^ which they accord^igly did, none of the 
Florentine generals or commanders living authority enough 
to flop them. • 

PICININO laid hold of that opportunity to cfcape 
with ^e remains of his army from Borgo^ and be was fol- 
lowed by all Florentine exiles, who, feeing their hopes 
of returning to their country now at aft end, difperfed thein- 
felvcs into dilTerent places and countries. Rinaldo de Albvsd re- 
tired to Ancona^ and from thence vifited th^ fepulchre of 
Chri/l at jerufahm. Upon his return from’ thence, he was fo 
fortunate, foysMciclAavel^ as to die on the leaft unhappy day ^ 
of all his exile, which was that of his daughter’s mairiage. l^lnaldo. 

Upon the return of ‘ Florent me troops from Arcsez^^jif^ar iutht 

they prefented themfelves before Borgo \ the inhabitants of Caiantine^ 
which offered to furrender upon terms, which were refufed 
them by the Florentines, The legate of the Holy See, to 
whom the town belonged, apprehending that the Fiofentines 
intended to make it their own, inurpofed, and thereby 
prevented their dL'fi;jns. In the^mean while, the latter 
were at a lofs to know the route that PicmlnQ had taken, 
fome afiirn»ing that he had gone to Roine^ and others to^n- 
cona. Upon this, the Florentine army divided itfelf. One 
party was appointed to m: ich under Beiioardo de Medni to 
Perugia^ as the moft proper ftation for fuccouring the domi- 
nions of If IS holincfs, or of S/orza^ (hou]d either of them be 
attacked. The other divifion was fent into tht Cajantine un- 
der the command of Capponi^ who foon Toioo\i Kajftnay Bi^ 
bienna^PratOt Fecchio,^ and Rofnena, Capponi then laid fiege 
toPopph where the count was. The place was ftrong, and 
might have made a vigorous defence, bad it not disfurniflied 
itfelf of all its provliions and neeeiianes to fupply Picinindsi 
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trtay. After tbc'fiege was formed, the count oflered to 
pUulate ; but fo exafperated were the Florentines at Jiis cpn- 
duS, that he cou]<| obtain no terms, but the liberty pf dejin* 
ing with his wife, l^ildren, and portable goods ; add that he 
{hould leave the Florentines in poiTeffion of all Iiis eflates. 
to the ad- The count tbOM^yt thofe terms ext;emely hard, and de- 
wantage of manded a parley yith Capponi upon a bridge over the Arno^ 
Florence, which was grante^j him, and where he made a fpcech to 
move the conqueror’s compaffion, who rejefied all his re- 
quefts, and ftucic by the terms that had been offered him (A), 
t The count, with great indignation, fubmitted to his fate, 
and thus lofl: an eftate which had been tranfmitted to him, 
from fathen to fon, for four hundred years. 

^ewjar ^ The gaining of theebattle ofAnghiari did vaft fervicc to 
continues ^he FloriutineSj becaufe^it preierved their independency; but 
wTuf- was of no farther prejudice to the duke of Milarty than 
cany. -obliging him to ranfom his foldiers, and remount his ca- 
valry. The Florentine foldiery were enriched by it, each 
man’s booty and prifoners being his own property ; but no 
advantage accrued thereby to the ftate. Thus, as Macbia- 
vel^ well obferves, a general, or a prince^' had it always in 
his power to replace, with ready money, the arms and horfes 
he had lofl:, and in a very Ihort time again to appear in the 
field as formi^jible.as ever. The confequence of this to ^thc 
conquerors, as well as the conquered, was, that both were 
obliged to majjie frefti demands of money upon their rubje£ls ; 
the former, to continue and improve the advantages they 
had obtained ; and the latter, to repair the lolies they had 
fuffcrcd. 

Danger of I N I NO ^ after his defeat at Anghiari^ in a few weeks 

the duke of^^^ flronger in the field than he had been at the beginning 
Milan. of the campaign, and this gave a new turn to the affairs of 
Lombardy. The duke of Milan^ after his retreat to Cremona^ 
was fo preffed by Sforza^niAizi he was obliged to employ Ni- 
cholas d^Efie^ prince of Ferrara^ to mediate ? peace, not fo 
much with the Fenetians, as with their general. ^D'EJle ac« 

" ^ Machiavel, lookvi. 

(A) The reader may have great a man, and fo able a wri- 
feme idea of the authenticity of ter as Machiaweh is an almofl; 
the fpeeches he fo often meets literal tranflation of the famous 
with in the Italian and the other one which Tadtus fays was pro- 
hiRorians of thofe times, when nounced by the Britijh Car alia- 
we inform him, that the fpecch r«j, when he appeared at Rome 
put into the count of Poppies iiv chains before the tribunal of 
mouth <m this occaiion, by fo the emperor Claudius* 

cordingly 



terdiogly Aspaiiftd to PefihUra^ wbofti A/dn&n theitmi»» mi 
}is^ before him the confluences of the duke of MilatCt be- 
ingfKufhed by the Venetians and the Florentines^ who, when 
they had obtained their ends of him, w^d difr^rd Sforza^ 
and reduce ta therr own temis. ^then, in the duke’s 
name, offered to rerjow the treaty of ipawiagc between his 
daughter and Sforza ; and that the youngUady fhould be fent 
lo> Ferrara^ where he might erpoufe her ay foon as the peace 
was finifhed. 

^FOR TiA knew that a great deal of what the prince had A treaty ef 
faid was true ; but he was too well acquainted with the duke/r^rr. > 
to truft him. He declared, that he had been fo often baffled 
and difappointed in the marriage, that he could rely on no 
propofal of that kind ; but that if the duke would conclude ab 
peace with the Florentmet and the Venetians^ who were equally 
defirous of it as he was, he would condud himfelf in that, 
and all other affairs, as his friends (hould advife him. Not- 
withftanding this unpromifing anfwer, D*FJle*^ negotiation 
had great effects in the duke of Mtlan*^ favour. It revived 
the fecret ambition Sforxa had always entertained of becom- 
ing one day duke or^ Milan^ and made b^im a£l; more coolly 
againft Fhilip^ The Venetwnsy on the other hand, could not 
bear to fee their general negotiate a feparate treaty with their 
enemy, and they grew backward in furnishing h}m with fup* 
plies for the war ; thus the time of adion paffed over with- 
out any thing remarkable bung done in the field in Lorn- 
hardy I and Fkimno^ arriving there the beginning of winter, 
all the armies retired into winter-quarters, S/orza^s went 
into the Veronefe^ the duke of Milans into the Cremonefe^ 
that of Florence returned to Tufeanyj and that of the pope into 
the Romagna* 

It is hardly credible how averfe the people of Italy ft ill Aver pan 
were to the temporal government of the pope. The inhabi- 9f it*- 
tants of Bologna and Forli had fubmitsed to Ptcinino^ who had to the 
given his fon thPi government of them. After the battle of 
Anghiariy hi^holinefi attempted to reduce them ; but they 
were fo bravely defended by young Pictntnoy that he failed 
in jjiis purpofe. The inhabitants of Ravenna^ howevCfy 
alarmed at the neighbourhood of the pope's army, and 
dreading to fall again under his power, psrfuaded OJlc^to of 
TolentOy who was their lord, ^to confent to furrender their 
city and territory tq the Venetiam^y who, fearing that fo no- 
ble a prize might be retaken from them, fent Uftajio and his 
fen prifoners to Candiay where they died. Neither were the 
Florentines wholly without thgic indemnification for the ex- 
penccs they bad fuftained by the vyar | for his bolinefs foundi 
Mob. Hist. VoL. XXXVL T bi» 
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' ' ^ J'Af 9f Fl^ce. 

hn fiances fo exhaufled« that be ibid to then tbe tomi of 
Bargt St. StptlthrOf for the imall confideratian of twenty-£vt 
thoufand ducats. , 

War The face of afmrs was now changed in Lmiardy. Upon 

in itie return of Ficinin^ the dnke of Milan^ whcrfi^ taken care 
Lombar- ^ ranroiii^all his Um^rs who had beefytnade prifoners at the 
battle of y^biartjkooh remounted his cavalry » dropt ali farther 
mention of peac^ and» though it- was yet winter, he put 
Puinino tn a 'condition to make a better figure in the field 
than ever. The Venetians^ on the other hand, intent upon 
new acquifitions, and fiiil jealous of had negle&ed 

the war in Lombardy ; and Sforza was obliged to go in pcrfon 
to FenUe^ .to concert with the fenate the operations of the 
^nfuing campaign. While he was theref Ctarpillone^ one of 
Sfor7ui\ befi officers, entered into the duke of MiM% fer-N 
vice ; and Piuntno^ paffing the Adda^ took poflcffion of a large 
tra£t of country near«firr/2ru, and, at the fame time, fur- 
prifed and carried* off two thoufand of Sforza^s horfes. This 
news obliged Sforza to break off his conferences at Venice *9 
but he firfi prevailed with the Venetians to recal their troops 
from TtAeany^ and tq give the command dr them to his kinf* 
man Muhalotti, 

ieiuoeen By this time Picinmo had returned to winter- quarters ; but 
Sforza in the fpring h^e befieged Cignano, a fortrefs about twelve 
miles from Brefaa. Sforza marched to relieve it, and at the 
lame time befieged Mariinengo, Both genf rals, on this oc* 
cafion, difplayed all the art of war then in ufe ; but the for- 
tune of Puinino prevailed ; for, leaving Cignano^ he laid fiege 
to Bergamo^ while Sforza was before Maiiinongo^ which was 
well provided tor a defence $ but Picinino gained a poll which 
cut Sforza off from all his provifions, and was at the fame 
time impregnable, fo that Sforza's army was more effefiually 
befieged than Mariinengo was by him ; and there was a proba- 
bility that they muff in a few days furrender prifoners of war. 
WPici- Nothing can give us a better idea or {he fpirit of the 
nino. mercenaries of thai age than Picinino*^ conduA bn this occa- 
fion. Having made fuch difpofitions, that he thought it was 
impoffible for Sforza and his army to efcape, he fent to«ac- 
* quaint the duke of Milan that it was now in his {Picinino*s) 
power, to make him mafter of all Lombardy ; bu¥ that, after 
ferving him a long time in the field, he had not gained for 
himfelf lb much earth as would bury him f that, as the vie* 
tory was certain, fe Ihould the reward be, and therefore he 
demanded the city and territory of Piacenza^ where he mi|ht 
repofe himfelf after his labour^. This infolent meffiige in- 
duced the duke of Mitmt in gpod earneft> to treat with 
4 Sforza^ 



ofilonii^sl ttj§ 

Ht fent to him Antom Gut4$ fimno of jF$rUna^ »ik1 
ofTcrdUnftantly to*conc]ude the martiage ^tween Jbioi and 
hisdat^ter, and to give io dower with h^the city of Cn- 
mna^ with other advaptageous terms, bo^for him and the 
Vemiians. Thefe were readily emoraced, a|d the treaty was 
privately agreed to hy all parties. Theduk€of^/4i;7, upon 
this,.fei)t a poiidve order for Pianino ta m^e a truce with 
Sforza for a year. Pkininoy klarmed and confoiftided by this 
order^made fuch difiBculties to obey it, that the duke was 
obliged to threaten to withdraw from him his protedlion, and < 

to give him up Either to his own foldiers, or his enemies, gfonc^ 
Puininq thus finding the duke reiblute, obeyed, but with ^^marritstU 
utmoft reludlance; Sfo 7 ta*o marriage with Biancha^ of 

duke’s daughter, was celebrated, and all the other terms of MibnV 
the peace complied with. daugbiitm 

In l^avmber 1441, the late treaty between the duke of A. D. 
Mt/an^ the Venetiam^ and the Flortntines^ w* ratified; and i44*- 
by that the Venetians gained Pefehiera^ Afola^ and Leohato^ for- 
trefles in ^he Mantuan * But while peace was thus reftored 
to Lombardy j a new v.^r was kindled up in the kingdom of 
Naples^ where Alphonfo^ who had prevaileJ over hiS antago- 
nifts Regnier^ feized upon BeneventOy and all Sforzd's eftates. 

Upon this Regniery who ftill held the city of Naphsy invited 
Sforza to join him, vshWt Alpho^fo earnellly applied to his 
former ally the duke of Milany to prevail with him to give 
Sforza fuch a diverfion, as that be might be of no fervice 
to Regnier. The duke, notwithftanding the late peace con- 
cluded in Lombarrfyy entered into A/phoyo*s views, by prevail- 
ing with the pope to attempt to retake the eftates which had 
been difmembered from the church’s pattimony by Sforza* 

Thofe eftates were very confiderable, and had again and 
again been confirmed to Sfhrza by tHt popes, though he made 
little account of their authority. Popis Eugene, encouraged 
by the duke of Mi^an, who offered to fend Ptcinino and his 
army to his afliftaiice, which he did, took the field, and be- 
gan hoftilities againft dominions in .the marquifateof 

Ancona. Sforza, being -thus obliged to march to the relief* 
of his*own dominions, Jlphonfo took Naples, and forced his 
competitor to •take refuge 2X Florence, Where^he was kindly 
received, and fi om whence he went to JMarfetlleS. Pianino, 
and the pope’s troops^ prevailing ^gainft S^za io the mar- 
^ifate^ he was obliged to apply to the Florentines and the 
Venetians for affiftance. Annibal Bentivoglio of Bologna, fom'e 
time before this, had follicited a^ance from the Florentines 
againft PUinino, and they had favoured bis requeff, fo that 
they could npl immediately return an anfwer \x> Sforza, who re- 
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War in thdm, that the liberties of all 7f^ were on tbt 

Tufeany, hting fwaltowcd up by three geeat powers l^^the 

dote of Mtlartj che pope, and the king of Naples. *^his 
conftderation, anowe fuccefs of Bentivoglio againft Picinine^ 
determined them 8fisr%a% but,, if poflible, without 

breaking'^with t^duke of Milan^ who bad no farther con- 
cern in thewar^than to obtain the quiet poiTeffion of the 
kingdom of ^apes for Alphonfo^ which was now efFcfledr 
The Florentines therefore fent a deputation, frankly telling 
the duke that they intended to affift his fon-in law ; but re- 
queuing him, at the fame time, to renew ihis league with 
whici> is them. The duke not only readily agreed to this, but pre- 
imaadei hy vailed with Jlphonfo to defift from all hoftilities in Ancona^ 
Alphonftk. and retire to Naples i while the Florentines furniflied Sforza 
wiih the ailiftance he required/ 

It is certain, from the prodigious fuccefs of the Florentines^ 
in diiUpating o|; difappointing the powerful confederacies 
formed againft them, that their internal government, for 
fome time, had been in able hands ; but the peftilence, com- 
mon to popular eftablifliments, now brqke out. Neri di Cap- 
pom became fo popular, by his own great fervices to the fiate^ 
and thofe of his father, who had reduced Pifa, that Cofmo ie 
Medici grew j^lous of him \ not from any malevolence in 
his own nature, but becaufe he well knew that two interefls> 
of the fame authority, could not long fubfifl: in a popular 
ftate without one of them being rukiede Baldaccio of Ang- 
hiari was then general of the Florentine infantry ; a man, who, 
in accomplifhments, virtue, courage, and peribnal qualifica- 
tions, was fecond to none in Italy. An intimate friendlbip, 
of the moft laudable kind, fubfifted between him and Cap- 
foni ; and his credit with the troops was fo great, that it was 
dangerous to proceed agfinfl him in the ordinary forms of 
juftice, though his crimes were no other than his abilities and 
his popularity. 'Cappom\ enemies thought it necefl'ary to hum- 
ble him, by taking olF Baldaccio \ and they4iad a moft conve- 
nient tool for that purpofe in Orlandini^ the fame who had fo 
infamoufly betrayed the pafs of Maraddi to Picinino^ being 
then gonfalonier of the people. Baldaccio^ before Orli'ndini 
was advanced to that high ftation, had often bitterly re- 
proached him foi his cowardly condudl ; and his enemies im- 
proved 'OrlandinPs refentment, fo as to make him refolve to 
aflaffinate Baldaccio. For this purpofe, he engaged fome ruf- 
fiaps, whom he concealed within his apartments in the pa- 
AJfuJJlna- Baldaccio^ in a day or two after, coming to the 

ihtiofUsX- piazza as ufual, to treat upon fome bufinefs, was accofted by 
daccio^ ,the gonfalonier, who artfully drew him towards bis apart- 

c ' memsj, 
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was ai(&i 9 nate;^ by the ruflSaas. The bat* 
bari^ of Baldauioh enemies ym hot fatisKed with his death. 

His Dtody was thrown out of one of the ^^ndowsof the pa- 
lace, and his head being cut off, was exjpred a whole day to 
the people. Mctchiavel*^ himfelf pays s^ft tribute of praife 
on this occafion^ to the "memory of Bialallj^tVs widow Jnna- 
iericy the' mbther of his only fon, who lefufing, after her 
hulband^s death, the moll advantageous snatches, alTociated 
herfelf with fome noble matrons of her own principles, con- 
averted her houfe to a monaftery, and there lived and died 
in holy rettremtnt. 

No internal commotion followed the infamous alTallination 
diBaldaccto\ fo profound, at this time, was the veneration 
of the Florentines for their legal governors, wbofe ten yeara 
power was now almofl expired, out in the year 1444 a new 
Balia was ere£led, which continued them in their offices, 1444. 
gave them new powers, and, by virtue of^thofe, they turned Nenjoregu-^ 
out of authority all whom they fo much as fufpe£led to be latiom in 
their cr^mies ; fome of whom they imprifoned, and banifhed Florence, 
others, every thingj^eing now fettled according to the mind • 

of the governing party in Florence. Tlif y then applied them- 
felves to foreign affairs. Picinino^ though abandoned by AU 
fhonfo^ and not countenanced by the dul^ of Milan^ dill 
continued the war in the Romagna \ but wa| defeated by 
Sforza^ through the allillanc^ lent him by the Florentines^ 
and obliged to take refuge in Montecchio. Here he fortified 
bimfelf /o effectually as to bid defiance to who, know- 

ing his active genius, applied to the duke of Milan to recal 
him. Before the duke came to a determination, Picinim 
had re^ifembled his troops, and, by the afliilance of Alphonfo 
and the pope, took the field at the head 6f an army far fu— 
perior to that of Sforza. Upon this the duke of Milan Tent 
a meffage for Picinim to confer with him, which was fo well 
received, that -P/V/Ww, leaving the •command ofhisarmyto 
his fon Francis^ polted to Milan. Sforza did not omit that 
opportunity of attacking Picininds army, which he entirely 
defeated, and took prifoner. , PmW/r?, upon ^^jyemhoF 

' ntwvs of this defeat, and his perceiving that he was deccitred pidnino. * 
by the duke of Milan^ died of heart-break in the year 1445. A. D. 

In him the nopes of the Brachian forces, between whom, and 1445. 
thofe of Sfirza^ all Italy had been fo long divided, were ex* 
tinguiflicd. Thcpfcale of war^had been long fufpended be- 
tween thofe two bodies of mercenaries, each of whom was* 
'be^tded'by great men. The firft Sforza^ from a mean birth, 

^ MACfiXAVKt; book VI. 
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»[8 ( ^ BkKtM. 

^ came be a eonfiderable prince. Bmbh*s bjrtb was ooblp^ 
as were hb a^lipnsi in which he rivalled Sfir ^ ; but he di^ 
as a mercenaty^ and ^e fame rivaMhip which bad fyjjIUM 
between the mft ^for^ and Bracbio^ defcended to the fecond 
^orsui and Picimn^i\it coippanion and inheritor of Brachio^% 
fortunes.^ It is Jj^ever evident, thjic the gehius of the 
younger Sforza lud the afcendant over that pf Puinino^ who 
was a brave and Sn able commander, but defcAive in judg« 
ment every vahere but in a£lion. 

^ peace Upon the death of Ptcinino^ and the defeat of his foxes, 
f^nludid. the pope, not daring to truft to the king of l^aplcs^ employed 
the Florentines to mediate a peace for him with Sforza \ in 
which they furceeded, and by it Olcimoy Recanati^ and Fa^ 
brianoi a village eqijal to moft cities, were yielded to the 
^ pope, and ^orz(t was continued in all his other pofieffions in 
the marquifate of Ancona : and thus the peace of Italy feemed 
to be for fome time f^cured, when it was again diflurbed by 
the Bolognefe* Annibal Bentivogliq^ who had driven Picinina 
out of BoUgna^ had formed a league between the Bologntfej 
the Plorentimsy and Venetians^ at which the duke of Milan 
was fccretly uneafy. Batujla Cannefthi^ uie head of a power- 
ful family in the Bolhgnefe^ and in alliance, but not in friend- 
^ip, with that of Benitvoglh^ knew that the duke of Milcnio 
great ambition Was to become mailer of that city $ and Bat- 
tifia engaged to put him in pofleffion of it, by difpatching 
his rival Bcntivoglioy which he adlually did on the twenty- 
fourth of June^ <445* He had been promifed to be fup- 
ported by the duke of Milan ; and the Venetian and Florentine 
deputies then reflding at Bologna^ not knowing how far the 
confpiracy might extend, confined themfelves to t^ir own 
Affairs of houfes. The Bebgnefe^ however, in general d^teffing the 
Bologna, aflafli nation of Bentiveglio^ ran to arms, defeated the Can- 
nefchi family and party, drove them out of the city, and, 
dragging Battifta from ?. corn-cheft where be had concealed 
himfelf, put him to death, no fuccours from^,the duke of^r- 
lan having appealed. The Bebgneje were now at a lofs for 
a bead* They adored the Bentivogho family ; but Annibed had 
left behind him only a fon of fix years old^ and bis relstipns 
began to quarrel amongft themfelves about the government of 
the city. The povnt of Peppi^ whom we have already men- 
tioned, was then at Beirut \ and, perceiving how the city 
was divided, be intimated to fome of the leaoing men, that 
he could furniOi them with W defeendant f^m AnmbalBenti- 
vogHe^ who could head them. Upon enquiry, be affirmed 
that Hercules^ the fon of Anmbalj happening about twenty 
years before to be at Peppi^ tlad begot a (bn called Santi^ 

* whofe 
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wfafe coantenanoe Tefembled Htrtula fo much) that it was 
a ft^ci^nc proof of his original. He added, that Heratks 
had wways acknowledged him to be his, j^ough the motberi 
who was married, had educated as^e fon of her huf* 
band, who was now dead, andswMe 'mne was Agnolo 
€efe. The Bohgnefgf eagerly attached toyhe Bentivoglio fa- 
mily, eagerly embraced ihe propofal, ani fent deputies to 
thb Fiorentines^ in whofe pofieffion the cent’s eftates were, 
to fend the young man, who was now about (Wenty years of 
to take upon him the adminiffration of their affairs. 

I'be matter was referred to Cofmo de Medici^ and Neri di Cap- 
poni ; -but they proceeded cautioufly. The youth was then 
living with his reputed uncle Antonio Cafeefe^ who being rich, 
and childlefs, intended to make him his heir; a profpedl 
which the young man thought preferable to bis promifed 
greatnefs. l^ing fent for to appear beft>re Cofmo and the Bo- 
Jognefe deputies, the latter no fooner 4aw him than they re- 
cognized and almoft adored him ; but ftifl the youth feemed 
to be backward as to the p^-opofal. At lad, Cofmo taking him 
afide, talked to him, according \xs MaMavel^^ in the fol- 
lowing terms. None can in this (:afe advife thee better 
than thyfelf, for thou art to make that choice which thou 
findeft thy own foul inclinable* to ; and thou be the fon 
of Hmuies BerttivogUo^ thou wilt difpofe th 3 (felf to aiSlions 
“ worthy that houfe and family \ but if thou be the fon of 
Agnolo CafLeJi^*t\\OM wilt content thyfelf to ftay in Florence^ 
and follow his mean trade of dreiling wool.^' Thofe words 
aroufed the youth to ambition. He lefigned himfelf entirely 
to Cofmo and Capponi^ who perfuaded the Florentines to furnifh 
him with drefs and equipages fuittng the llation to which he 
was called ; and he fet out (ox ^Bologna ^ where he received • 
the charge of the Bentivoglio family, which he managed with 
fo much prudence, that he lived with honour, and died in 
peace ; a happinefs denied to his anteflors. 

The duke #f AfUan^ after Picinino's death, being at a lofs Ciarpcl- 
fbr a general to command his troops, treated with Ciarpellone 
before-mentioned, to whom he- had given fome pofleflions in 
tkc Milanefe, Sf^rza had fome notice of the negotiation ; 
and whttiJJiarpetlQne applied for leave to repair to the Mila- 
Sforza laid him under arreft, and then put him to death. 

This incident was far from being difpleafing to the Florentines^ 
who were apprebenfive of nothing more than they were of 
the good underftandxng between Bforza and the duke of Aft- 
kn^ who hearing the caufe of Ciarpellone^^ death, refolved to 

^ IbA. book vi. 
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be revenged upbn S/orza^ whofe fon^ in*:kiir was <S^mni Mh 
latiSa lord of Rimini. 

JheMe This Gifm$nd hj^ pret'enfions upon, P^faro and Urmno^ 
of Milan the firft of; which gve to his brother Alexander ^ and 

4fpUes io the other to Frtdmi^i Mhnkfeltro^ Gifmnis profeifed cne- 
itng rf jjjy^ Thc^ duke (Ayhfdan fided with Gifmsnd^ and brought 
Naples. the iking of Naples over to the fame party: 

jtneona thereby be^me the feat of war ; and the Fhrentides 
and Venetians favouring Sfirza^ he feized upon all GifmonePs 
eftates. On the other hand» the duke attempted to take frShi 
^ Sforza^ Cremona and Pmtremoli ; but failed in both under- 
takings : the latter being defended by the Florentines^ and the 
former by ithc Venetians. Francis Picinino was then general 
9f the duke of Milaris army ; but was totally defeated at 
Cajal by Michalotti the Venetian general. The duke being 
then blind, aged, and infirm, the Venetians pufhed their con- 
quefts beyond the Adda to the very gates of Milan. Upon 
this the duke appfied for afliftance to the king of Naples^ 
who could fend him no troops without their fighting th^irway 
< through the Florentine territories, and thofc of Sforza. 

Sforza The reader is not ^to imagine, amidft all thofe complica- 
joins the tions of affairs, cither enmity or fricndfhip had the fmalleft 
of ihare. Both of them were pVodjuced by intereft 5 and the ba- 
Milan. Jance of pow^r iS ItaJy^ was the great aim for which all par- 
ties either negotiated or fought. No fooner were the Vene^ 
tians vidtorious, than Sforza grew jealous of their greatnefs, 
and began to liften to terms with his father-in-law, who, in 
the moll moving manner, foljcited his friendfhip. Sforza 
was the more difpofed to this, , as he perceived the Venetians 
began now to truQ: to their own power, and were flow in fup- 
plying him with money. The Florentines^ from the like mo- 
tives, were equally backward ; but it mud be acknowledged 
that Sforza on this, and indeed on mofi other occafions, be- 
haved like an able politician* He knew that the great aim 
of the Venetians was to deprive him of his fuccelijon to Mi- 
lan \ but, though the duke offered tp make him' general of 
all his forces, provided he would leayc the fervice of Venice^ 
and^^compromife affairs with the pope, he kept himfelf unde- 
termined., The Venetians^ renfihle how extremely^ advanta- 
geous the dukes off^^s were to Sforza^ reminded him of the 
obligations he lay under to them for preferving Cremona^ and 
promifed to him Milan \i faag (hould conquer it, together 
with the perpetual command of their armies, if he would 
pontintxe the war and obfiru£l the march of the Neapolitan 
forces to Lombardy. Sforza^ after long deliberation on a choice 
fo difficult in its own nature to determine, thought that the 

Vmtiatf 



^hij^S^ky of Florence: , ^ 

offers were too extravagant to be fmeere; and that^ 
if he was ruccefsfiil, he muft take the law frqm them. He 
thmfore hefitated upon his "anfwer ; an^the Venetians^ afraid 
that he would determine himfdf in f^ur of the dulce, at- 
tempted to furprife Crtmna^^ but wd& baffled by Sforza^s 
garriibn ; upon w^ich he immediately ^olved tb take part 
ivith bis father-in-law. 

; SFORZA at that time lay at Coti^mlq^ and was pre- 
paring to march, to his father-in-law’s affiffance when he 
hl^ard of his death, which happened on the laft day of Augufi^ *who dies^ 
1457. news threw him into infinite perplexities. • 

Through the backwardnefs of the Venetians^ he was greatly 
in arrears to his troops, who he was afraid wdhld mutiny. 

He could not truff to the Florentines^ whom he knew to fee 
ffridly allied with the Venetiam^ now his declared enemies. He 
could exped little aififiance from the reigning pope, who was 
Nicholas V. becaufe he was in pofiefflon fif great part of the 
church’s patrimony ; and the king of Naples had always pro- 
feffed^^bimfelf to be^is implacable adverfary. He therefore 
wifely refolved toy^pend on his own courage and fortune. 

He inftantly marched into the Bolognefe^ pa fled by Modena 
and Reggio^ and offered his fervice to the Milanefe to defend 
them againft the Venetians. The ftate cf Milan was then SforzaV 
greatly divided. Some were for converting their government difficulties* 
into a. republic, rcfembling thaf of Florence fome were for 
Submitting to Alphenfo^ king of Naples \ and fome for receiving 
SforzQ for their mafter j while others inclined to the Venetians. 

Thofe differences were, not unfavourable to Sforza^s views: 
he repaired to Cremova^ and there he received deputies from 
the Milanefe^ who offered to make him general of their troops 
upon the terms he had concludid with the late duke, and to ' 
give him Brefcia and Veronoy as loon as he could conquer the 
latter. Nicholas y upon his acceflion to the popedom, 

with a view of making a general peace in Italyy had propofed 
to the Florentkie deputies a congrefs at Ferraroy to which all 
the princes and ffates of Italy (hould fend plenipotentiaries. 

This was agreed to by the Fkrentinesy and their ambalTadors, 

IPirith thofe from Venice and Mtlany repaired to it ; but thelcing 
of ftood out. He had advanced as far zsTivoli to the 

affiftance of the late duke, and threatdhed to force his way 
through the Florentine territories. Not with (landing this, the 
^eongrefs at Ferrftra ffill went |)n ; and, after many debates, it A congrefs 
was Agreed, that the duke of Milan fliould make his, choice Ferrara, 
either of a perpetual peace, or a truce for five years ; but the 
deputies, who were to ctrry him the option, found him 

■* Not- 
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Divijkns N6twit«5TANding this, the regency of i£km would 
itt^Hgftthehw ftood 40 the agreement; but L^d* and Piatenza^ two 
Mihutele. places of great impiutance, having fubmuted-^o the VmtiAm 
after th'j duke’s deatl^ the latter thought that all the Milaw^fi 
would follow their example, and that they either would force 
or pcrfuade^thc rcfl^f the lateduke^s fiubjcdh tofubmitto 
them. They were me more encouraged in this, becaufe the 
Flontuims^ whom th^y knew Co be extremely jealous of thb 
ballance of power in Italy^ had at this time (ufKcient employ- 
ment in oppofing^iJ^Asi^’s paflagc through their ftatc. He 
Progttfsofhzii already made himfelf mafter, by a confpiracy, of the 
Alphonfo. caflle of Cennima^ tn the upper vale oX Amo ; which alarmed 
the Ftorintines fo much, that they immediately appointed their 
twi field- deputies, and «made preparations for war with fo 
much vigour, that Alphonfo marched into the Siennefe^ in 
hopes to bring that city to join him. The inhabitants, how- 
ever, were foraithfi]! to their attachments toFivrtnce^ that all 
he could obtain from them was fome provifion tor his army^ 
which they durft not refufe him. By tl «s time the Fhor/ntms 
had an army on foot, and bad retaken** Alphonjo^ 
upon that, took feve(;§il forts in the Folierrani and iiom 
thence he marched to theP//&« territories, and made himfelf 
mafter of fome p1|ces, by the favour of the counts of(?/i;flr- 
defca\ but he failed in his defign upon Campeglt^ the winter 
being far advanced, and the place making a ftrong refiftance; 
fo that, after throwing garrit^s into the places he hadtaken, 
be went into winter-quarters in the Siennefe, 

He was no (boner retired than the Florentines took the field, 
in the depth of a moft bitter winter. Their generals were 
Frederic lord ofUrtinOj and Gifmond MalaUjla \ and fome dif- 
ferences, that fubiifted beewee*; them, being reconciled by the 
prudence of Cappeni and Eirnardo de Medici^ they not only 
retook all the towns the Florentines had loft in the territories 
of Pifa and Voberroj but^firaitened the Neapolitans in their 
quarters. Spring coming on, both armies recetved reinforce- 
ments; though chat of Alphonfo^ confiding of fifteen thou- 
fand men, was by far theftrongeft. The Florentines marched 
to SpadaUiUy and the Neapolitans to Cartspegli ; but, turning 
Suge of foddenly off, they befieged Piombino^ a place of the utmoft 
Piombino, importance both to Pbrestce and Pijd. This laid tfie Fhren* 
tines under great difficulties: they armed four veflels which 
they had at Zeghom^ and lent Ahem to Psomhinot with tbref 
hundred men on board ; while the main body of their army 
took poft at Caldaeci^ from whence they could harrafs the 
befiegers. While they were in thb ftation, they fuffered great 
diftrefe for want of provifionT^ efpecially wine ; while they 
, per- 
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pevceivcd that their enemy’s army had plenty of every thing 
brought them by fea. They attempted to fupply tbemfelves 
i^be &me manner ; but t^eir (hips wfft intercepted by Al- 
fb$nfi^s y.alliest and two of them tatfn, while the others 
were obliged to put back. This difas^intment raifed a kind 
pf mutiny in the Florentine army, fo thaSmany of them defeited 
to Alpkp^o ; and even thofe that remdf ned refufed to ferve 
•longer in a place where they were expo/ed to parching heats, 
without either wine or wholfome water to drink. I'his obliged 
the generals to move their camp. But Alphonfo'& army, tho’ 
plentifully Aipplied with provifions, began now to be infet^lcd 
with peftilemial difeafes, and a treaty of peace was fee on 
foot. The terms demanded by Alphmjo were, that he Biould 
t be paid fifty thoufand ducats for tho expence of the war, and 
,be put in pofTef&on of Piembine, The Florentines were fo tired 
of the war, that they were inclinable to have accepted of 
thofe terms; ^hmCapponi^ arriving at j he army, perfuacied* 
them to rejc(^ them, and to indemnify the lord of Piombw 
for the vigorous dejance the place 4ad made, which the Fio- 
rentihes unanimoi^ agreed to do. VvTen Alphonfo heard of 
this refolution, he found himfelf und^r the iieceflity of (hame- 
fully ^•aifing the fiege, after lofing two thoufand men before ^hjeh is * 
the place ; and be retreated firft to Sienn^^ and from thence 
to his own country, menacing to return ne^t fpring, and to 
be revenged for the affronts and injuries he bad received. In 
the mean whiltt^ Sforza brought over to his views young P/V/- 
nino \ and taking the field, he marched againft Pavia. The P^^ogrefs 
inhabitants weie in no condition to refiff him; but had 
ftrong averfion to the Milanefe government, and therefore of- 
fered to give up their city to Sforza^ provided he did not Tub- 
jefl them to the Milaneje. would gladly have embraced * 
their offer, and have perform^ the condition ; but he had 
fomef meafures fti)l to keep with the Mihnefe ; and a new 
power, that of the duke of now ffarted up in Ilaly^ 

and threateo^d an alteration in her political fyffem. By ac- 
cepting (jf the government of Pavia^ he was afraid of exafpe- 
jating the Milanefe^ fo as to make them throw themfeives 
ounder the protedtion or government of the Fenctians \ "hnd if 
he did not accept of it, there was a party within the place 
teady to^give it up to the duke of Savoj. He thought, how- 
ever, the confequence of accepting was preferable to that of 
^fefufing it. He accordingly took poiTeffion of Pavia^ for 
which he apologized to the Milanefe by urging, that it was 
much fafer for them that he Ihould have it, than either the 
Venetians or thq dukeof5«iM;y. This excufe would not have 
(afisfied the Milanefe^ bad they not been befet with other dif- 
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ficulties, and fecKtljr detefted the Vnetimt. ’ Tliey 
therefore to take ail that Sforxa had done in good party' and 
he continued to headf^eir troops. • 

CHARLES ofy^lepms^ nephew to the late duke of 
Afilan by hi^ fifter, u^a preterlder, in right of blood, to that 
dutchy, ancT he was^bettcd by the duke of Savoy and the Ge^ 
noefe\ but his prctejflions were foon quieted by Sforza^ who 
was employed ag^infly him : while the f^enetians^ fupport^ by a 
Arong party amongft the Milamfe themfclveS/ capried on the 
war with great advantage, being dill mafters of Lodi and 
Piacenza. Sforza^ with great difficulty, retook Piacenza % 
and had the ('Venetians been willing to have given up Lodi^ a 
peace mud Rave enfued : fo much did they fmart under the 
btfiden of the war, and ft jealous they were of their general, 
whom they were obliged to tiuft. They fent him orders to 
belicgc Caravaggio^ which, agatnd his inclination, he obeyed ; 
and the Venetians^ in attempting to raife the dege, received 
the greated defeat they had ever fudained, not above one 
thoufand of their horfe, out of twelvc^thoufand, efepping. 
After this, Sforza^ who, according xo Miifhiavel behaved 
with great magnanimity, marched into the Brefcian territory, 
within two miles of that city. 

The Venetians^ their defeat at Caravaggio^ and col- 
Ie£)ing the broktrn remains of their troops, perceived that their 
fured refource lay in xhc Florentines. All they aimed at, was 
to be in a condition to make a tolerable peace ; which they 
foon cffeided by the frefh levies they made, and the affidance of 
two thoufand horfe and one thoufand foot fent them by the 
Florentines^ who were now untnolcded by Jlphonfo. Their 
view was to make a feparate pi ace with Sforza^ to render him 
the more odious to the Milan^ff. Sferza.^ on the other hand, 
knowing on what terms he f/bod with the latter, readily came 
into the propofal. A treat^y was concluded, by which ^forza 
agreed to return to the Venetians all the plunder, priloncrs, 
and places, that had been taken from them iiS^'the courfe of 
the war; while they were to affid him with twenty- five thou- 
fand Jlorins a month, four thoufand foot, and two thoufand 
horTe, till he had conquered Milan. The news of this treaty 
arriving at that city, reduced i\it Mtlanefe to fucb defpair, 
that they fent ambaflSdors, not to treat with Sforza^ but to 
revile and upbraid him with his condud. This they did in 
the mod bitter manner, dtfnountcing the heavted imprecations 
upon him and his poderity for his treachery and ingratitude 
towards their date. Sforza beard them without an^ apparent 
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^motloa, and recriminated upon them the charge of ingratU • 
tude, appealing to heaven for the rc£titude of his condqdt^* 

. llif deputies ieaving him, Sforza immediately advanced with 
hib army to Milan^ which was defenj^d by the inhabitants 
under Francis and Jacoby the ^ wo fons^f Picininoy from their 
hereditary haticd tp Sfcirza. The Milage hoped to defenj^ 

^ tj^emfelves lUl Sforza and the Veneiiark fhould quarrel, an 
'''event by no ipeans improbable. Sforza^ on the o^thcr band, 
to keep the Venetians firm to his interefi, reltnquifhed to them 
liie fine city of Cremay fituated on the river Serchio in the Cre- 
tnafeoy if they could conquer it y and having (ubdued all the 
Milanefe to the gates of that capital, he formally befieged 
it. 

The inhabitants, finding that they muft fubmit, J peace* 

attempt upon the humanity of the Venetiansy whom they con- 
jured, by all the bonds of liberty and ancient friendfhip, not 
to give them up to a tyrant, whofe ambition was infatiablc, 
and which, if fuccefsful, would prove a fcourge to Venice it- 
felf. The Venetiaip were then preifing the ficge of Cremoy 
which they rcfolvy to make themfelves mafters of before they 
gave the Milaneje an explicit anfwer. They however privately 
promifed them allifiance; and having taken Cremay while 
Sforza's foldiers were plundering the iubuibs of Milany they 
then openly declared their intention to majee peace with the 
Mitanefey which they foon did*, by promifing to defend Milan 
in the polTefiipn of its newly acquired liberty. They next in- 
timated the peace they had made to Sfotzay and ordered theib 
troops under him to withdraw from his army, allowing him 
twenty days to come to a lefolution upon bis being included 
in the peace, or not. Sfoizay though he bad long iorefeen it, 
was (hocked at this agieem^t. He kept the Venetian depu^ 
ties for two da}s about his p^rfon, without returning them 
any anfwer; but at laft he pretended a readine|s to accede to 
the peace, and nominated ambailadors to repair xo Milany and 
ratify it. tj[e gave them, however, fecret inftrudions to raife 
quibbles' and difficulties, in order to gain time, and not to ra- 
tify it at all. We are now to return to 'the affairs oiFlorencCy. 

\ which, in the fubfequent part of the hiftory, could rK^have 
been underfiood, without relating what had happened m Lom^ 
bardj. 

I’kouch Florence at this time was neutral in the difputes 
between y^^JVeneiians and^the Milanefcy yet it was the fccne 
of great intrigue and a<Slion. TYitTurks were then fo power- 
ful, that they threatened the excindion of the empire ; 
the head of which, yohgi PaleohguSy had promifed to fubmiC 
to the Lcdin church, provided the weftern powers would affifi: 

. him 
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hiib agatnft tbe infidds^ Though this offer ivas highly 
againft the fentiments both of his clergy and his people, yet 
the glory of converting a Gteek emperor was too important a 
circumftance for the poke todifregard. The council of 
who declared itfelf fupdior to the pope, had voted money 
and (hips for bringing the emperor over to that city, where 
they intended to fettle^the reconciliation, The pope was thers* 
A. D. Florence % but he had his emiflaries at who furrcpti- 
*439* blowfly voted, that the emf^ror (hould be received at Florence^ 
or t*errai to which lad city the pope had adjourned the af- 
fembly. They even broke open the box where the feals of 
the council lay, and affixed them to this impudent forgery, 
which they hUd reduced into the form of a decree. The 
pope's gallics, being ready before thofe of the council, re- 
paired to Conjfantinople^ with money fufficient for the expences 
of the emperor; and there they took him on board, with his 
patriarch, and a few of hisf*clergy, who were willing, for con- 
vcniency, to follow his example. The pope received them at 
where, after a few ridiculous difWes, they were re* 
thiijxetL concilcd to the Roman church ; but neitheVhe emperor nor 
emperor in his clergy kifTed the tocr of his holinefs, or in the lead de- 
Zt^y. feended from the dignity of their charaders. 

From Ferrara pope adjourned the council id Florence^ 
as being a noblcrfccne for his triumph, and there the recon- 
ciliation was to be fully and finally completed. According to 
Jretin **, no fewer than five hundred Gteeks we/e then at Flo* 
rence ; amongft whom, bcfidcs the emperor and the patriarch, 
were the emperor's brother, many archbifhops and bifhops, 
and other perfons of the higheft d.ffin£lion and learning. 
Every thing fucceeded as the pope, who was a man of great 
temper as well as abilities, pror-ied. The Greek ecclefiafiics 
embraced the opinion of purga(^ry; and the emperor, the pa- 
triarch, and the other prelates, fubferibed to the fupremacy of 
the Roman church. 

Bijputet Scarcely was this great tranfaSion finiftieJi v:hen the 
letween (^atc of affairs in Lombardy fell under the confidcration of the 
(^i;no Florentines^ and revived the faflions in their city. The tem- 
widCnf poriz^g conduct of Sforza^ who made a truce for a month 
with the Milanejey and bad withdrawn his troops, dreeived 
both them and the Fdketians. The former, no longer op- 

J refibd by his army, grew indolent and unguardeef; and the 
Venetians, thinking peace as good as concluded, "gave over all 
prtparatiofis for continuing the war. Sforza improved this 
breathing lime to his own purpofes. During it, he recruited 
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ftnd fefrelhed^bis ariny» and applied^ tlitf Fhmtims for 
afliAance, His chief reliance was on de Media ^ who 
had jilways proved himfelf his friend, ai^Q his greateft dif* 
Acuities had fupplied him out of his pri«ke'purfe; but when 
* Cojm propc>(l'd to the ixiagifir'^cy that^ysrski (hould be fup^ 
ported, he met with^reat oppofuion. Neri di Capponi was at 
^ the head of a powerful .party, who declared for aiEAing the 
'^ftdilanefe to the uttpoft in preferving theirjiberty ; and that it 
was for the intereftof Florence that (houlo be divided into 
* as^^many fmall Aates as poiTible. They added, that, if either 
S/orza or the Venetians fhould acquire the maftery of Milan^ 
Florence would then have too powerful a neighbour \ but that, 
feparately, each might be a ufeful ally. 3 

COSMO*$ party thought ihziCapponi urged tbofe re?r 
fons, however fpecious and indeed folid they might be, ^gainil 
Sforza^ only becaufe he was Cofmd*s friend. l"his rendered 
the latter more vigorous in defence ofi his opinion : he urget^ 
that the Mtlanefe were fo over-run with fadion, and weie fo 
imperfed in their idfas of civil government, that, if left to 
thcmfelvcs, they wrjld foon forfeit their liberty $ and that 
Sforza was an ally far preferable to the Venetians ; that it was 
more probable that Milmi would yield to him than to the Ve* 
netianSi becaufe he had w’ithin it a Arong party, and they 
none ; and that the FlotenUncs^ by their ind^cifion, might 
forfeit his favour. 

Those debates, managed by two citizens of fuch emi- 
nence and abilities as Cojmo and Cappoui were, kept Florence 
for fome time in fufpence ; and at laft the niagiftracy came to 
a refolution, favouring of >he policy of the times, which was 
to fend deputies to Sjorza^ n’ho, if they found him powerful 
and prevalent, were to agice erant him all his demands ; if 
otherwife, to accufc him with denys and difEcnities. But by 
this time, both Sforza and the Venetians had taken the field. 
Though it was Aill winter, the Venetians had advanced to the 
banks of the 4dda; from whence they fent agents to Milan^ 
with migniy promifes of fuccefs againft Sforza^ if the inha- 
bitants could be prevailed upon to hold out for a little time. 
The eldeft Picinino was now dead, and the command oP^^hc* 
MiUtnefe garrifon devolved upon his brother Jacob \ and, during 
the winter, Sforza had feveral (kiimifhea with the Veneiiansy 
who were hated by Pandolfo Maktejla, After many delibe- 
rations, wbethei Milan Ihould be relieved by hazarding a 
battle, or by the Venetiam keeping the pods where they were, 
by which they greatly ftraitened Sforza"^ army, now in want 
of forage and provifions, I^ndolfo^o opinion pievailed for the 
latter, and the rather, ^caufe the greater the necellities to 
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But Dcceffity^^n this occafion^ cut afuinkf^ Jiiqjssof « 
policy. In proporti|^ as Sfor%a bimfelf was/firaitened, ht 
Araitened the inhabivnts of Jidilan^ till multitudes died of " 
' mere want tin their Areets, and difcontent and murniMrs filled 
the whole city. Two petfons, who had altered into a dif- 
courfe about the public miferies, being overheard by others 
who joined them^ as they were by others, till the company 
grew great, and their clamours outrageous. They then cht^^e ' 
ohe Jafper of Vicomeriato for their leader, broke /nto the pa- 
lace of their magiftrates, where they put todea^h all who did 
t not fave them.felves by flight, and tore in pieces Leonard 
i^inettoy the VeneUan ambafl’ador, whom they looked upon 
as the main fpring of all their miferies. They next began 
to confider how they were to proceed. Some were for fub- 
mitting to the Frericn king, fome to the king of Naplesy and 
fomc to the duke® of Savoy i but fo inveterate they were 
againft Sforzoy that none mentioned I^m. At laft Jafper^ 
who had .gained great authority over\^e affemblyi find- 
ing them irreconcileably undetermined aitiongft themfelves, 
propofed to be the matter of Milan, He proved to his 
fellow citizens that their prefent condition was fuch, that it 
could admit o^no'^uncertainties or delays; that though Sforza 
had been their enemy, yec he w^as a brave man, and the moft 
likely perfon in the world to protc.Sf them; jind that he had 
been forced by the falftiood and injuftice of the Vaictiansj and 
the other ttates of Italyy to do all that he had done againft 
them, in fhorc, that as it was x\p v evident they mutt part 
with their liberty, they could not,;hufe a better matter. 7 'his 
fpeech was received with won^ml applaufe, and the aflembly 
were more unanimous in ij^king Sforza their tnafler, than 
they had been in declaring him their enemy. Jofper was then 
fenc their ambaflador to givb him the invitation ; and Milan^ on 
the 26th of February^ ^450* with the utmoft j^y and magni- 
ficence, received Sfsrza as its matter. 

This news reaching Florence^ couriers were difpatched 
4fikSksr the deputies, now on their road to Sforza^s camp, with 
orders not to treat with him, but to congratulate him upon his 
acceflion to the foveieignty of Mihn^ Sforza redeived the 
Florentine ambafladors with demonttrations of the moft cordial 
friendlhip, as coming from tbe^only people in Italy on whom 
hecould rely as his natural allies. Thus Italy was divided into 
two parties; the one confifting of the Neapolitans and the Ve* 
netiansy and ^ the other of the Flprentims and the Milanefe. 
Jlphonfo and the Venetians entered into a formal league,, by 
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ii^Hich it was agreed, that he (hould fall/tipon the Mormlms^ v 
tind they upon the MUpnefi. To give Kj^pe colour of juflice 
to thj&ftfQpeeding, hoi^ Alphonfo and xhty^^imns^ who had 
leagues ftill fubflfting with the Fhrentims^ fent ambaffiidors 
*lo Florence to declare that thei& league jvas purely defenlive ; 

and yet the Veneiians,^tnXtxt^ complaints which tho/ tl'O’ij^ht 
. hiighc juftify their a£tfdg offenfivcly. They accufed the 
rentinet of having given paiTage to Alexander^ Sfor%ctz^ c 
witl L_his ’troops into Lombardy \ and that they* had been the.. 
'4noafns reconciliation with the marquis of Mantua^ 

COS MJi^e Medici was, by the Florentine fenate or ma- Alliances 
giftracy, appoVted to anfwer their complaints. He did this between 
by putting the Venetian ambalTadors in mind of the vaft acqui- Floren^ 
fitions of power and territory their republic had made by the fines and 
afliftanca of Florence \ that the matters they complained ofSforza. 
were mere trifles, and that, in all events, the Fenetians might 
And their enmity as prejudicial to them, as their friendlhip 
had proved advantageous. With this anfwer the ambalTadors 
departed ; but Sforza s(^4d the Florentines knowing their own 
danger, Entered into f efli engagements with each other, and 
prepared for the worif. The engagements between Alphonfo 
and the Venetians foon began to urifold themfelves, by all the 
fubjefls of Florence being baniSied, without any reaion given, 
but of the territories of Naples Venice. lArqfdiately after 
this, the Venetians collefled tJ^ethef all the exiles of Bologna^ 
which Hill continued to be Mverned by Sunti Bentivoglio^ the 
Arm friend of the Plorinttnesl Their defign %as to introduce 
thofe exiles, and a body of troops by the con»mon fewers, in 
which they fucceeded fo faJL that they never were difeovered 
till they were in the heart of\he city. SLr.ti was awakened 
out of his flcep with an alarmNjat the rebels were in poflef- 
Aon of Bologna. He was advifed t'e^ave b‘^ln^elf by flight, as 
the city was thought to be irrecoverably loll 5 but he bravely 
faced the danger, put himfelf at the ^ead of his friends and 
the well-afFe£lio^ed citizens, defeated the confpirators, drove 
them out of "the city, and by hi^ valour fully proved himfelf 
to be of the Bentivogiio blood. * • 

The Florentines confidered this attempt upon Bologna 
fcemg aimed againft themj and prepared for war by levying reniines 
new troops,* and creating the council of Jen field-deputies, , 

Before they proceeded to a(Sion they fent deputies to Rome, zcar nMtih 
Naples, Venice, Mjjdni and which laft Hate of latet^^ king of 

had linked itfelf with the VehellUns, to juflify their condu<Sl, Naples, 
and to complain of the late attempt upon Bologna. The ptope 
was too deeply engaged in controverAes with the council of 
Bajil, to take any part in the^quarrcl, farther than ra.yving 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVI, H 
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^ the deputies good wtAds. Jlphonfoy who by this time fecrctly 
thought the Venetiips were becoming too powerful, invented 
— ^ excufes for havjp^^ baniflicd the Florerkines out of ,Ws domi* 

nions, and offered paifports to all thole who chofe to return : 
but, notwithftandin^ this fa)/ language, the deputies roujiL" 
eafily feecthat he harboured refentment in his he^rt againft 
'“^itsir country. The Fenetiansy who in reality at that junflurc 
afpired to the fovereignty of all Lomhardyy excufed themfelves, 
ca account of their engagements with Aipko^fay from admit- 
‘ting the Florentine into their territories v*’^nd 

went fo far in their enmity to the Florentinesy as to folicit the 
emperor of ConJiantimpU to prohibit their tradj^hg in his domi- 
nions; bi»t he rejcfted their requeft. *The Sienneje gsLwc the 
, Florentine deputies a courteous reception, becauie their < allies 
were not yet prepared to fupport them. 

Thekingof The implacable fpirit the Venetians difcovered againft the 
YxoxiZtandFlorentineSy ferved buf to ftrengthen the conneftions of the 
tkf Ge- latter with Sforz^ty who brought the Genoefe into their alli- 
noefe join ance, and compromifed all ancient ciFerences between them 
/^rFloren- and the Florentines. Soon after, itic^rench king became a 
tineSi party in the fame league; and his acceflion to it was pro* 
claimed by the Florentines and their allies with great pomp, 
throughout all their dominion?.' 

Theempe- The FlorentlneSy thus enci.'uraeed and ftrengthened, re*- 
ror comes fufed to admit the Venetian ani^^afladors into Florence^ where 
to Italy, they intended, in conjundion ^with Mphonfo^s miniftcr, to 
juftify the conduct of their refpe^Sive mafters ; and Alphonjo^ 
ambaflador refufed to go by him.^df. In the mean time Fre^ 
derick III. emperor of Ger?nanyy^^jiX\wt^ in Italy. His bufinefs 
there was to receive the crowr^^ of Lombardy from the pope, 
and to meet Ehanoroy the d;«ghter of the king of PorUtgaly 
who had been efpoufed tcjim in marriage, and who arriving 
at Pifa was conduded iS Vienna. As to the emperor himfelf, 
various are the reports roncerning his journey. Some fay he 
was fo poorly attended, that he was attacked and robbed by the 
banditti, and fcarcely efcaped with his life^ while others pre- 
tend “ that he travelled with great magnificence. The latter 
is moft probable, as Machi&vel tells us, that on the 30th of 
'January y 145 ij he entered attended by four hundred 

horfe,' and flayed till the 6th of Februrayy receiv’ng from the 
fenate all the honours due to his high Ration. We know of no 
particular affairs he tranfaded in Florence. Sforzah eftablifli- 
ment in Milan was but yet licw, nor was* he well sffeded to 
tbei'cmperor ;• fo that the latter durft not venture to repair to* 

• HRs-s’sHift. of Germany, Machiavel, book vi. 
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to receive what is^ called the ircp crown, by which 
GermaiH^ emperors yete crowned kin^qf Lombardy. The*.* 
hertHver crownecf,hjm at and i'X' the following 

he and his emprefs returned to F fgrf nee* wheic he was 
^recfeivH'lj^th the ‘fame h^nours^as before; and during this 
journey, m.made Borji d'Rfie^ marquis of Ferrara^ duke o/,^ 

Modena and^<f^^/r7, as a reward for his fervices in perfuadmf ' 
the' pe’ople to gunt ^m the tutelage of young Lqdijlausy king 

Most of^is year, and the beeinning of 1452, was fpent 
by the FlorenfS^s^ as well as the Venetians and the other pow- 1452." 
ers concerned,^ 'forming alliances, or making preparations ^uccefs of 
for thfe enfuiny war. In the month of May the Venetians^ and Sforza. 
their'*afi^he.marquis of Montferrat^ entered the Milanefe at • 
the fame'lrtho; the former with fourteen thoufand horfe and 
fix thoufand foot by the way of Lodi^ and the latter by that of 
flkffandria. Sforxa was not wanting no himfelf: his army 
confided of eighteen thoufand horfe and three thoufand foot ; 
and hav^g thrown ftrcMg garrifons into Alejfandrtn and Lodi^ 
he carried the war into the enemies country by deflroying Bref 
and taking many inc|nfiderable places, tho’ without 
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ttanoy 

forming any important fiege 
was defeated near Alexandria 
About the time that the^ 
the Neapolitans invaded Tuj^ 
commanded by Ferdinand^ 
rick of Ur hi no, Machiavel 
idea of this expedition, 
by the fiege of Foiana (pe 


but the marquis of Montferrat 
' Sforxds trooDS. 

ar.in Lombardy was renewed, Nea- 
my with twelve thoufand men, politans 
eft fon to Alphonfoy and Frede- 
gives us the moft contemptible Tufeany^ 
e operations of tne invaders began , m , 

’ps the modern Focognano) in the ^ 


vale of Chiam\ the only defci^e of which was a pitiful cattle 
and a very weak wall, the who.C.-,;»arrifon being no more than 
two hundred men. Ferdinand^ 'Qvoured by the Siennefc. 
through whofe country he marchea, befieged this place with 
all his army, thirty-fix days before could take it. The 
Florentines madt ufe of this time to ft lengthen their garrifons 
and reinforce their army, whilft the Neapolitans marched far- 
ther into the vale of Chiana^ where they w6re baffled in all the 
fi-rges they attempted before caftles and towns, which 
the days of Machiavel were, for their wcaknefs, deemed to 
be untenal?lc, and therefore flighted. Tbe Florentines zt that 
time had on foot an army of eight thoufand men, under AJierra 
of Faenza and Gifmond Malatejla ; but perceiving their ene- 
mies to be fo aukward and unexperienced in the field, they 
kept upon the dcfcnfivc, knowing well that their chief towns 
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were in no danger, find that their enemies muft wafte theiti^ 
^^lilves in their idle^tempts. F€ri'*t:md at laft Kid fiege'to - 
* CaJlelmaj whioirlies inViffe vale of Cfiiana, wilhipif**?: «***'*ii 
of Sienna \ but though it was a very inconfiderable place 'bv 
art and nature, he was obligH, afiir laying rorty-fi)&'d!»y?. 4 $- 
fore it, fhamefully to abandon the fiege. Ferdin^ndy how- 
tvtr, all this time fent out parties, which fco^ed the open 
country within fix miles of FUrtnety but were 'unable to take 
^^Ihe fmalleft town. . 

* • Whilk the liege of Cajielma^2s ca Tying on, 
htans had brought up a fquadron of about twenty gallies, car- 
rying fome land troops, which lay off Pifa, a^id furprized the 
town of Vada in the Volterrany fuuated at tho mouth of the 
ivitxCccina^ from whence they annoyed the ' neigbf .Airing 
country; but they were foon confined within the> ..ails and 
fhips by fome troops which the Florentines fent againft them. 
7 'be inaiiivity of thi^ campaign is fome proof that yllphonfi 
was irrefolute as to the part he had to a£K ^^^d that his jea- 
loufy of the Venetians cncreafcd. i'Jiiherto the Florentine 
feemed rather to fport with, than to be terrified by Kis arms ; 
but in the fpring of the year 1453, thought it was 
high time to retake fhe places t) ey had loft. Being reinforced 
with two hundred horfe unde(i/./^ltjr^«^i'r brother to 

the duke of JMiilany they beficg(''d and retook Foianoy and with 
fome difficulty re- peopled it, hpaving been abandoned by its 
former inhabitants. The town Vf Vada wgis likewife regained 
by the Florentinesy after being fire to and deferred by the 
Neapolitansy who now behaved .Vke robbers rather than fol- 
diers, fubfifting by plunder and^iiolence, without daring to 
face their enemies in the field, ee 
Their at’ Tkeir (cwts^ign Alphonfa^mtWing how little he gainedf 
tempt upon from the Florentines by foroe of arms, now tried that of money. 
the wk of 'The vale of Bagno had t^en fubjefled to the Florentines many 
Bagno ypars, and the lord ofdt, Gerardo Garribatortu had always 
appointed, f^^rved in their armies. His caftle, which was^ called Corzanoy 
and eftatc, lay convenient for making incurfions'into the Ca^ 
fantin and the valley of Tevere-y and Alphonfo tampered with 
him to give them up to him in exchange for an eftaie in tjie 
kingdom of Naples^ to which Gerardo agreed. The Floren^^ 
tines had fome intjfnation of the negotiation, and'fent a mef- 
fenger, who taxed Gerardo with it ; but he not only folemnly 
difclaimed it, but, pretending that hehimfelf was indirpofed, 
fent his fon to Florence as a pledge of his fidelity, of which 
the Florentines feemed now to be quite fatisfied. In the mean 
while the bargain being finifhed between Alphonfo and Gerardo^ 
the forjaci fent one Puceioy a knight of Jerufalemy with fome 
< troopS5 
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[took pofleffio n^ f all the val< of Bagno, except-^ 
Jp of Corzafjpt^^ssitlyk^gdinA inclination of*" 
^ A biwi^ung Pifan^ one Anionio Gmlanfi,^ 


0 


A br«i4i^ung Ptjan^ one Anionio Gualanfi^ 
came to take pofTellion of the 
'fcaitre; 'ariy Gerardo going^o*'t1t^gate to admit him, Antonio^ 
^^wbo detefteU^is treachyy, thruft him oiitof the gate* whi'c*?,., 
*he locked, aqc -took upton himfelf the command of the gar- \ 
lifon, Florentines, Tbe »e»vs of this # 

timed a£ii£n flying abroad, the people of Bagno ) * 
hadthc couT&Jie to takeiup arms under the Florentine ftandards, 
and drove the i‘^apollt\s out of their country ; Gerardo him- 
felf efcaped wit^xfUTciflty, but left his wife, family, and ef- 
fe£ls, j,i^ihe Jlands of the Florentines^ who imprifoned his 
Ton th^hoflale, and rent troops into thS country, who took * 
pofleffion ot*SlWtfr^2rdi7’s eftate. 


Th]^P 0(^ was too wife a man, and too intent upon fecur- Aconfpirar 
ing, or rather regaining, his own power 'at Rome^ tOwCon^rn cyagainft 
himfelf in the wars either pf Tufeany or Lombardy. His doim^ the pope 
liion, and. that of his clergy,, was at that, time detefted by the d^eated. 
Romans \ and a hair'brainedXenthufiafl had almofl expelled 
them out of Rome, Hisnamelwas Stepha^Porcan^ a man of 
family and learning; but his lead being turned by reading 
poets, cfpecially Petrarch^ whom he believed rfo be divinely 
infpired, and that in one of his Jbnnuts he had poinUcd him cut 
as the deliverer of Italy^ he bef/n to affeft many particularities 
in his living anddr^s, which loming to the pope's ears, made 
him conclude that the man’s/^rain was affetSfed, and therefore 
he committed him to the ciAody of the governor of Bologna^ 
not under drift confinement , but with orders that no day 


Ibould pafs without Stephen appS'.aring before him. This re- 
draint ferved but to render Stephetr the more expeditious and 
afliduous in his great defign. He oftei'^went and returned from 
Bologna to Rome^ where he concerted patters with his friends 
with fuch expedition, that the governor always faw him once 
a day ; *till, tbinHing his defign was ripe for execution, he 
invited all the heads of them to a fupper at Rgmc^ and appear- 


ing amongd them in a mod fumptuous habit, he laid down 
the^pian for executing the confpiracy next day, by feizing the^ 
papal palac^ calling the people to arms, and delivering 
Rome from the tyranny of the pope and his cedefiadics. The 
affcinbly, however, were in the mean while in the papal 
toils; all of themVere that verj; night feized, and Stephen, 
and the principal confpirators, put to death. ^ 

Tho" Alphonfds invafion of Tufeany had done no great 
damage to the Florentines, yettt had obliged them tc .';.ecp up Anjou 
^army at a great cxpence, of which they fought comes to 

U 3 . thci|- Italy. , 
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Tbe[HiJiory of Florence; ^ ^ 

tiremfelves. For tbfs purpofe jignolo 

thtir atnbaffadoy«o the to 

com^iionly called Rene of Anjou^ wh»i, ‘asi we b Aj^jr^cn, haJj^ 
a great claim upon the cro>^ of ^to 

and aflertcthe fame by joining ‘tile Florentines and tl\e Juke of ^ 
•jirlllan, Regnier liftencd io the propoj^l ; and it was agreed, 
'‘l>at FlorentinesihovL]^ pay him thirty thoufanj florins ready 
jtioney, and ten thoufand florins a moi th", his emerintf 
i.jimhardy at the head of two thoufand^ four hun^^^^CitJe,— 
againft the Venetians : but when Regnier was re^^^tb march, 
the duke of Savoy and the marquis oi Monifert^j allies to the 
Venetians^^ gave him to underftand, that if h»^ proceeded they 
would oppofe his pafl'age, which Regnier was in^no CGvJition 
to force. Upc.i this, by Aeciaivo!o\ advice, h of 
his troops on board tranfports whic^ carried iheriii -o Lombardy; 
and tjjj jr-ng of France dealt fo eft’eiSlually with the H,i*k-e of 
Sai^ty^ tb«:t the ri*ft went by land. Regnier ^ who now took 
iirbn himfcif the title of king of N.^les^ was received with 
great marks of refpcdl by Sforza^ ,and the French 2Lnd^Milanefe 
troops jo/ning, they recovered ft jm the Venetians all that they 
had taken in the Croaonefe^ wiil.^ a great part of the Brefeiano, 
and obliged the Venetian army to retire under the walls of 
Brefcia itfelf. ' 'I'he winter 'Jien coming on, both armies 
went into quarters. 

Before the fpring the politl^ of the court of France took 
an unexpedied turn ; and whenihe duke'bf iW/ 47 « prepared 
to take the field, and to finifli tSf conqueft of the Brefeiano^ 
Regnier, who had wintered at ^jacenza, informed the duke 
that he was obliged to return France; nor could Sforzah 
perfonal application and intr^^^.ies detain him. The truth is, 
Regnier had been drawn mfo Italy hy the Florentines, without 
any intention to ferve thjiulukc of Milan (to whofe dominions 
another prince of the bipod royal of France laid claini) farther 
than as he was connedled with the Florentines. The latter, on 
the other hand, never had any defigii of aggrandizing Sforza 
farther than was confident with the ballancc of power they 
wifhed to maintain which they thought hadbeenfuffici- 

TMvly eftablifhed by his late fuccefles. 7'hey were therefore 
un JCT no concern at Regnier ^ departure, cfpccially, as they had 
nothing now to a^pprehend from Alphonfo. All that Regnier 
could be prevailed on to do, was to leave part of his troops 
in Lombardy, and to promife*to fend his Ton John to command 
in bis place. This young prince accordingly came to Lom- 
bardy, but he refided at Florence, where he met with an 
honouj^Ae reception. ^ 
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'iftem of publioi^ower all over Chriftendom, 

^aly c^ yjally, now alteration. The Q 

CrhpiTc^^^^ttle itSemperor ^d patriarcl: 

fitting to fhit^pr^ ^y of the wcftcrn church. Thi:, 

^^ilJion ;vas fo hateful zlCXSSfl^^ffktinople^ that it was there com* 
ihonJy faid, that th^ had rathe^^ee in their churches a t;;-- 
kb^n than a^^cardinal’s pat. The emperor however, ftilMhoj^ 
affi.^ed by /the weflern princes, conformed Ao trfe 
and wAs publickly attended by iftdore a Romu:,. 
cardinal, '^ut all tile afTiftance he received ixota^taly con- 
fifted of enoefe TOips, one of which was furniDfiBd by the 
emperor that the great city of Conflantinople 

•feU'IslRr* th^ hands of \he infidels, and th^ emperor loft his 
[ding ft- i * V . . • 

h?cs and ftatel^of A^/y could not^ith indifFerence 
fe^ji^U% acceftion of power to the Othmam;^Q^JimiU^ 
nople was then reckoned the firft city^in wo^, the 
infidels were ftrong c«jou|h at fea fully to availlthemi^lves 
of all the advantages of iesfetuation. Their fleets^ad already 
made great depredations ^ the fubjedls of the^ope and^ 

Venice^ and it was every day\expc£led they would invadqA^^ 

The pope was inceffantly ^horting the Italian prince and 
fiates to refiedi upon their olvn danger; ai^ indeed the ftate 
of their affairs favoured hi^ /driionitions. Tift duke of Mi^ 

Ian being deprived of the ;;/jiftance of France^ fought to ap- 
ply himfclf to the regulatjnn of his own dominions. The 
Venetians had more ihar/any other power to fear from the 
Turks, The Florentines attained all they aimed at 5 and 
though Alphonfo ftill held o ’t, yet it was plain that he muft 
yield at laft. At the popc’s'*arneft requeft, all the powers at 
war fent their minifters to a congrefs at Rome, Great altei ca- 
tions happened between the duke jf Milan and the Venetians : 
the former infifted upon their gi\ng up to him Bergrano^ 

Brefcia^ and Crema^ and they, that he flioiild yield to them 
Cremona, ,Tlfofe differences which were thought infuperable 
zi Romey were accommodated in Lomhaidy, On the 9th of'^ 

Aprily 1454, a peace was concluded between Sforza and ^ 

Venetiansy by which each was to be reftored to the towns ul.I . ^ 

lands thejf had poflefled before the war, and the duke was 
Jeft at liberty to recover all that had beeft taken from him by 
the duke of Savoyy the marquis of Montferraty or their allies- 
The pope, the* FlorentineSy Uic Siennejiy and other Tufean 
ftates, immediately acceded to this treaty, which was followed 
by a triple alliance, to be in force twenty-five years, between 
the FkreniineSy Sforzay anl 3 the Venetians, Alpl ^vfo thought 
himftflf ill ufed both by his allies end his cnemK..j m not 

y4 . . 
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being confidered as 


^'^htiHifiory of Floreaee. 

i principal in this treaty; but hu 


vPflS at laft overcome by the of the poJ 

a I'ouble marriage of a'n^/outjjJiter 

Sfor\'£t - fo that Ffc acceded to the peace, bowev^. 

to h 'mf^lf a liberty of making; *che %Jeno^^ Gifmlfnu\^ 

MmatjJla^ and AJierra of Fa^nxa, Aftfr this he recalled hi-.' 
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mbqpt. under Ferdinand out of Tufcany.* 
I'll ‘Toon appeareji \hztJlphonfo was Ur. 

.u” • Jc 


, . .... . . - ^r/rom being./AScCr^' 

difpoicd to ihe continuance of the ptjice. 
who was in the Venetian fervice, was nciW difmiil^ from*u; 

^ and Lip}hurdy^ the Romagna^ and w^j filled with 

officers and fpldiers, who had n J> V ^ 

them, as ufual, tc afiociate among rfiJi 

chofe for their leider "Jacob Picinino* 

Picinino ther, had many Vamily-claims both n Tuj£y/j^^^}^'JbComag^ 
renews the na. Having * allembled a final 1 krr^iy, which 

^ar. vately, affi A( d him in doing, he ir.Arched into the hhnnefe^ 
wherib he ^<)ok many ftrong towns, and threatened Sienna it- 
fej^'.* Pop<« Nicholas was now .^e^d, and was fuccc^ded by 
'Calixtus III. a zealous a£five pon* jF, who gave orders to his 
general, Giovanni Ventimiglia^ to^join his forces with thofe of 
Florentines^ and to march ag^ nft Picinino. They accord- 
ingly engaged him near Bolfcnai where Ventimiglia was taken 
priifoncr; \s\jX Pietnino was intirei*/ defeated, and fled ioCaJlig^ 
lioncy where he mu ft have beciH obliged to furrender himfelf 
prifoner, had he not been fupportC|I by Alphc/ifo. As Picinino 
was confidered by the other Italii^ ftates to be little better 
^han a free-booter, Alphonfds abetti|.g him was highly refented 
by them ; and that king, to regaiiwi^icir favour, brought Pici^ 
nino toreftore to the Siennefe all/hcir towns for twenty thou- 
fand florins, and then to retire fo Naples. 

The progrefs of the and the deteftation in which 

they were held, bade fair/*at this time, to revive the fpirit of 
crufading in Europe. The pope filled all the Chrillian 
courts with his nuncios, legates, preachers, apd other mini- 
fters, to awaken them to a fenfe of their danger^; and they 
were no wheie more fuccefsful than in Florence. There the 
chief citizens liberally contributed by their purfes, and in their 
perfons, towards an expedition againft the infidels; and many 
of them even wore ».hc fign of the crofs, which had not for 
many years been feen \n Europe, as a proof that they de- 
iigned to take upon themfelves the crufade. . Public procef- 
iions were every day feen in t^heir ftreets, and their pulpits 
i'cfourrded with the merits of the expedition, and the mighty 
rewards that would attend, in this, and the next life, thofe who 
fhould into it. This fervour, however, foon came to 

cool. 
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puhhj}?cd. 
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at laft wholl^ubGded, upon fome flight advarrii^^ 
■ by the jhc infidels on the {vyof 

in profound tr^rffuillity in ^el^year 

fe |. 56 , when,*'oif tne-zft:'^^' Augu/f^ Tufeany waV ifited 
itb. one of the moft^readful Bfe Etq gifes mentioneef in\inorv«. 
and churche^were unroofed, and the roofs cailri^d tV> 
"V nirl .diflance : ihamofl ftubbom oaks <verc; torn up.Ly tile 
tofled abou/. In other places, houfes and cl^rches 

"Wn 


un- 


we lev^'^ i;round 5 men and beafts tvp-i’^buyed 

der their and^ll the elements feen[\^ conIJ/vring to 


Whiavel ^ however obferves, that this 
l^ticular line of dirmion, and did not 
:ics, where the cWequenccs mu(f 
fatal. But we now, after a 
hd^internal affairs of 

d been fof fonae ye^s** unS«r an 


return to a /•j 
hurWf^ naj^Ved in a 
^■|55i.>4c€dejf the great 
berty ot“W^ mueh m 
rgVjywl, return to 
HAT city and ftatu 

excellent dirediion, wh/e tfffmo de Medici and ^ri di 
poni ac^ed with unanimityin. the public councils.^ Cappom*: 
fervices to his country gained him more friends to his I 
virtue, than followers to hisWrfon ; while the liberal^;^ (he 
beneficence, and affability \Cofmoy gave him as manylfol-' 
lowers as he had friends. 7 lie condud of Jhoth in the ftate 
was irreproachable, their jud 'crflents equal, and^each fupport^ < 
ing the otlvtr, the govej-oment was firm and unfhaken. 
Sometimes, it is true, theyVdiffered, as in the cafe of Sforza^ 
but this difference arofe fro; 1 the natural feverity of the one, 
and the oppofitecharader the other ; nor did it proceed to 
any rancour of party. Cofto^ however, lived long enough 
to be fenfible that he was midaken in his opinion of Sforza^ 
whofe mind was formed more for ambition than friendfhip. 
Cofmo had been over lavifh in aflitting him •, and it was owing 
to him that he was now duke of f^ilan, Tn their hours of 
intimacy together, Qofmo had fecrctly opened his heart to 
Sforza^ and^ toM hjm, that his great ambition was to be the 
means of putting Lucca one day in the pofleflion of the Floren^ 
tines i and S/orzn folemnly promifed to aflift him in the at- 
tempt as foon as 1 e became mafter of Milan, This promife 
greatly influenced Cofmo in fupporting Sforza's intereft; but the 
matter for a time was kept private, and Vhen Cofmo called 
for Sforza^ when he was duke of MUan^ to perform his en- 
gagements, he v^as anfwered with forry excufes and affeded 
Relays. * 
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t^j/PPONI's death occafij»'^ a great 

intereft. Divifi»«;C;ci!t-VJVir, that 

■ 

$forz^ 


V IAAWF.«;» ^«NrV wi 

pofeA difcontbuc the Baha, orTuw wA^^aop^iIjTpow^ 
by v/hidh the city hati been gcy^ernp^J, vr.-HV Cappi 

and Lq/refeurn to the oli metht^ii of imborf- 
VP 


.-ions, and 


chief poftsby ld?t.-^ecret amW.^on was afthe 
ff this propofal; for many whor.Ji’d all aloag app^.'^t'Cf^' 
attaclfcd to Cofmoy ‘feeing him now deprived of Capp'om's f ' 
fiftance, and that it was unlikely he fli * 
a fon ^f^e^iJ^zuthoriry and virtue wiihj 
a proper time tV Jay the foundations 


Cofmo perceived their drift ; and tho;^ 


i)uld be 
^limfelf, 

'l}}r'\L 


/orce, have feizc*)! upqn the govern.: ncnt, yet 
Ihew them the*:* own infignitican^ by fufferin| 


ought that 
n greatnefs. 

.eafily, by 
fic chV^pr-tqr’^ 


Parties in 
,¥Jorence., 


to take a^hich it did, efpecpilly as he khi&r^ omag^ 

or n<^ hu'Vhis own friends vi’ou’fl returned by^if'??(? =8oV^ 
fatigm ; W^that h% was fafe in a) e^nts. 

•.The o^her party made the exfl^riment, but they foon per- 
ceived they had midaken their P‘*'’afures. Popular elections 
being r« dored, put the mcaneft/inhabitant, in that refpeft, 
fooiin:; with (he hisheftj Coftno^ pretended friends, 
had formerly been, with rc- 
h the moft bitter infults and 


inftcad of being treated as the 
verence and rj rp66t, met now 
reproaches in all public places, 
turned by the imborfations as 


ough none of them were rc- 
p^fons fit to ferve the com- 
monwealth, but ihofe of his parti. Cofmo\z6 forefeen this, 
and the great men who reftoreAihe popular fyftem, now 
faw plainly that, inftead of dimJkilhing his authority, they 
had ruined their own : fo firmly was Cofmo rivetted in the 
afFeefions of his fellow citiztiiS; but he wifely diflembled all 
that had happened and his fccret enemies had thcmfelves only 
to blame. (f 

Cofmo fl'i- COSMO being nc^ well affured, that no revolution 
dines puh ftatc, or form of government, could afiedt him, gave 
/ff the re-cflabliflimeiit of the tax cat^ftof w'hich fub- 

jedled all impofts to the law, and not to the diferetion of any 
man, or fet of men. This political felf-denial had great 
effccls in his favour; for the law being pafled, and the coifi- 
inilfioners for execrating it appointed, all the gr#at nobility 
and citizens repaired in a body to CefmOy intreating him to 
deliver .himfelf, as well as them, from the tyranny of the 
oeople. Cofmo feemed very v^illing to agree to their requeft, 
^^Vrovfded the impofts could be regularly repealed, and a new 
Brilia taki^iacc without force, and with the confent of the 
peopl^* •"The p.rcat men attempted this in vain, and renewed 
their 'applications to Cofno^ who gave them a £at denial j 
. U . a;id 






^be Hijiery ^'^-’lorenqs. . ^ 

(hewed how Mgnificant the ariftocratical 
e he who of that ariftocraqwas 

♦ermrv 'ii me peopc. ff 

D 0 was then ^hfalonier oi j iftice, 
would hav^L^ratittSf r4i^emand[i of the great ,cit zens, 
4 i{>^he otheojpiagiftrateSjVi^hjy intirely in I ifmel's 
'^^ercft, ueated with fuch taunts and reproa;l es ’.is 
^wove^itn mad ; ‘ard he actually was confined as a lunatic, 
r^^lf by the connivance of Cofmo^ fucceeded by Luca 
Jt^itti^ wife, being l^old and enterprifing, raifed himftlf upon 
the diflenfions of h^ country, as we (hali h/ve olcafion to 


obferve hlJ^^ouTfK^ this hiftory. 

y.ii. Svfe already {t"!;!, that Alph ^ 
ift- ^^■j:cede»J to the laty^acification,^referfc^d to 
berty ot'(rfiying on wlrVith certain power^' I 
— thoug’^- ^*" *•-* 


iLintno. 

mnd Malatejia ; but^ 
kingdom againfi the 
of Genoa^ which was tor 
that, defpairing to make 


mfo k^g of Isfaplesy when Alphonfo 
himfelf a It- rene'ws th 
He employed war. 

w\h little or no fuccelJj-^'Sfgainft G/yi 
i\j direSed *\he •chief \|{orce^'pf his 
^en^fe. Fregofa was then Age or’ duke 
into fo many faftions within itfcl^, 
cad againft Alphonfoy\)^ offerea^ 


the fovcreignty of that rejVublic to Gbarles king S^.Ff'qnce^ 
who accepted the offer, y.nd gave the government of tfie 
city io John^i the fon of Ripiier cA Anjou^^Alphonjo\ rival in 
the crown of Naples, y<7/> ^^accordingly took pofleffion of Ge*^ 
noa^ with a view of carry, fig his arms from thence into Na^ 
pies. This was^ an event ^unforefeen Alphonfo y whofe fleet 

then lay at Capo Flno^ \vhere he himfelf died, leaving his 
dominions to his fon /I dinandy who afterwards proved one 
pf the greateft princes of that or any other age. He came 
to his crown, however, under great difficulties, Hewascn-- 
gaged in a doubtful and an unpromifing war with the Genoefei 
and he knew that great numbers of his chief nobility were in 
the intereft of France, The popwpenly pretended, that the 
kingdom of Naples belonged to the Rofnan fee, and that he in- 
tended to .aniVex it to the churches patrimony, and to give the 
government of it to his nephew, Peter todoivic Borgia, Sur- 
rounded with fo many difficulties, Ferdinand had no rcfource 
fo natural as in Sforza duke of Milany who knew' that the 
French l^id claim to his dominions, and therefore thought it 
his intereft above all things to exclude ftiem from Italy. To 
him Ferdinand applied, and received from him all kind of 
encouragement.* In the mcaa while pope Calixtus died, and 
with him fell all his family’s towxiing projedls. He w;as 
cceded by the famous Eneas Sylvius, a Siennefe, of the hooiv 
of Piccolominiy who took the name of Pius II. ^nd, by his 
tyritings, had been a great advocate for the council of 



Genoa 

f^ilfejfedhy 
John of 
4 njou. 


Hijlof^! of Florence. ■ ■* 

agai^Athe pope; though he afterwirds retraced J 
trlndt \ He afFedled to *=* t different . 

of his't^fedeceflbr, who had vCnturcd ' 

ecclefi:;Aical cenfures,'’.'<Md had declare h,iB 7 a.id C^-‘* ''«r 
difclai jed 41 thoughts oiannex^-TSTk-ingdo^, t 

the feJof Rome, or of faVe-vlng the Frenh rlalm ^ 
kin'ed^. He pretended to have no paflh\\ but for ' 

ofChSftendon, ^nd the church; and bSowed-^^c 

crown < 4 f upon Ferdinand, the Serb retur* 

his natural dat-hter m marriage to ^«re«L nephe^, as he 
was called, to hfc ‘'ohnefs, created him pi^ce ofMalpin, and 
reftored Renepem ai^d Terradna to the 
The diflentions 'jf Genoa interrupter/^® interna j-'^fan-uji- 
^ lity of /ta!y, wher<^every' thing again, tow*' 
a general cruf- ^ againft the Infid/*; was 

ftill in polRp n of that city; but the 

who th'^caufe of Ifiis advand*^! not thinking his 
ferviofes fuffitiently repaid, had retirJd i J a caftle of his own, 
vj^re he firit broke off all commJh*cation with John^ and 
toen cam9>*V open war with h\m. ! Pre^ofa fupported by 
'/>.«• tiTi and John^ having received (ome reinforcements 
from France^ marched to difpofleiJ him of his callle; but 
Fregofa was fo wcl^ prepared to J^ceive him, that he failed 
'ikO his attempt, 'ind retired tb Gen ^ Soon after Fregofa^ in 
the night-time, entered the extertve fortifications of that 
city, where he made himfelf mafter of fome ports ; but next 
day, being furrounded by John% trtjOps, he, and almoft all 
his followers, were put to the fword.,^’ yohn^ elated with fuc- 
cefs, in the year 1459 equipped a confiderablc fleet, with 
which he made a defeent upon the kingdom of Naples^ where 
his party was very ftrong, and he was received as king by 
many princes and ftates. 

JOHN king of jirragm, brother to the late king Al-- 
phonfo^ feeing his nephew Ferdinand's crown in danger, fent 
ambafladors to Florence^ requiring them to afliil Ferdinand^ ' 
in terms of their treaty wuth his father. To this requert the 
Florentinei anfwered, that they did not conceive themfelves 
obliged to aflift the fon in a war which had been entailed ' 
upon him by the father, who had begun it without tijeir con- 
fent or advice. ThisVefolutc anfwer threw the ambafladors 
into great perplexities; fo that, after entering feveral protefts 
and inftruments, they left the city in a rage.' The truth is, 
X\\^^Flonsntine 5 thought it more for their intereft that Genoa 
ftould be in the bands of the Fr^nchy than in ihofe of the 
Spaniards^ 


FER- 
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NDj ^he more effectually to oppofe 
ltiacw|^ce with GiJ^^^pMqlateJia i upon which Jaco^^d^i-- Mjs'h 
/w/tt?,^I^fworn , family, left bfoer- Naples, 

Jvice an<PS<|,-r 5 f^|| into that of John^< J’erdimncl^ houpever^ 
mifed a good arr-i/i' the c<rthmand of it to Fnde^ 

^S^Urblno ; htTc ^Roming to^ ^ >fenci4l engagement nesv the 
lfeye?^Sir/:w, it wat^^ntirely defeated by John^ and mlft of 

S beft officers werVtaken prifoners. yacob^Picinino advifed 
n, vnftantly to follow his blow, and to march againft Na^ 

, whi.'h ftill remained faithful to Ferdinand. But he im- 
politicly rejeded thi.^ advice, and proceeded Hb reduce places 
and towns ’.^fi'^jO'portance, faying, that Naples muft of 
courP^' '‘Ji^to him.^' *^ the mean whiles Ferditiand h2L\\ng 
•^ei/'^theneti himlelf if^^ihis capital, "to wl^jch all the greiA 


men\ii hii party like 
to the djjJ^fe of Milan^ 


itll repaired, applied t'^,the pope, and 
prViTiflance in men and which 


them liberally ^aye him. Ke then ag^.m took the 


dd, and was recovr^inf fome of the places tb had loll» 
hen he was favoured byla frelh revolution in GJhoa. 

That mconftant city^ook an opportunity, lo john^s ab- 
nce, to throw off the Fren ch yoke, by the affifta'nda^and in- 
gatiQn of the duke of who reconciled together’xnc 

milies of Adorni and Fregoj\ and fupplied them with troops 
jd money. The French fe'^t a* fleet to Gehoa^ under Regnier 
' Anjou^ Johnh father, to-^makc good his party; but, while 
s forces were .landing, ’^e was defeated, and obliged to 
turn to France. This r^.isfortune Served to render John the 
ore intent on the cona‘teft of Naples ; but he was entirely 
feated by Ferdinand^ and obliged like wife to return to 


^ance. 

LUC A PITTI ftlll remained gonfalonier of Florence^ 
terc Cofmo, partly out of difguft, and partly becaufe he was 
»w old and infirm, concerned hfyifelf very little in public Florence, 
ifinefs. Luca^ being a bold enterprifing magiflrate, at- 
oipted to revive the Balia, or high a>mmiflion, that had 
:en aboliihed upon Capponi^s death ; but not fucceeding, he 
ought troops into the city, and forced the people to agree 
^ I all he demanded. He then proceeded to humble his chief 
pponents, amongft whom was Girolamo Machiavel^ whom 
e banilbed, and who, after Wandering 9up and down Italy^ / 
xciting its princes and ftates to revenge his quarrel, was at ^ 
aft fent prifone*- to Florence^ where he died under confine-* 
ment. Pitti^ by this time, had fucceeded to all Cofmrir 
power in the ftate ; but he was intemperate in the ufe of .... 

He ordered the name of preAdents of the trades, or artifts, 
to be exchanged for that of prefidents of liberty ; and inftead 

6 t 
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^Jfitting, as the gonfaloniers ufed ^ do, on the 
of magiftrates, he took middle of a| 

beingSheir fuperiqr. He cvSn fix . 

to Q\dim the fandfiop ^of heaven for w hat^t^ iifo, and or- ^ 
deredipublic proceffionsuand th^rij; Iglv 'iS^s J|?e made for ^h® « 
reftoration of his countryv^^Krty. The^refftits he received X 
from She wealthy citizens, are fa id to ha^ amountj^d in ooe*^^^ 
year \o twenty, thoHfand ducats, and hfs magnificence wa»^“^ 
anfwerable. He built two fumptuous palaces; one 
a mile of the city, the other within it. The lattef*, which~ 
to this day, is Vailed the palace of Pitti9 is one of the moft 
ftupendous piles ih Europe, It becamit^tnterw^Hs the refi- 
dence of the great. aulccs of Tufeany^ ^d flill attraftST'iif*:^ ad- 
fjiiration of foreigners/ To carry-^ pn thofe fabrics, 
negleded no pr i^ans that his higMli^Uion put k^his reach ; 
and aflaflftf^^ thieves, and robbers pardoned, *t«\^n5Ji.^ — 
tion of theyi^^aflidiog to build it. (Though Pitti*s rapaciouf- 
nefs was applied to noble purpofesl ye% it fet the mofi detefi- 
able example to his inferiors, wha/ plundered their igferiorS 
/as he did^fjr.em. Notwithllandin^ this, Florence was now be- 
corne jtlie admiration 0/ the world /for riches and magnificence, 
eip^ially in buildings, by keepii^g itfelf neutral in all the 
diflentions of Italy-^ particularly jCetwcen the Malatejia family 
^ and the pope,* who endeavoured\^o deprive them of Rimini 
and Cefena. Thus, for feveral y^rs, the Florentines applied 
themfelves entirely to the cultivation of th» civil arts ; and 
nothing elfe remarkable is recordea of them. 

A. D. In t\\^yz2x mo de Medici^ who, though the 

1464. private fubject of a republic, had more riches than any king 
T^eaih and 'vn Europe^ and laid out moic money in works of tafle, mag- 
tBuraSler nificence, learning, and charity, than all the kings, princes, 
r/* Cofmo. nnd ftates of that, the pieceding, or the fubfequent age, 
thofe of his own family jfxcepted. 7 'he riches he was pof- 
feiled of would appear incredible, did not the monuments of 
his magnificence ftill remain, and did not hii# cqtemporaries 
give us unqueftionable tefiimenies both of them and his libe- 
rality. They were fuch, that we are tempted to believe that 
he and bis family knew of fome channels of commerce tha:! 
have been loft probably by the difeovery of jfmerica^ and the 
frequency of the Eaji Indian commerce by fea, to which the 
Europeam^ in his time, were almoft (Grangers. He lent vaft 
! fums of money to the public, the payment of which he never 
f^'/iuir^d ; and there fcarcely was a citizen in Florence whonrr 
did not, at one time or other, afiift with money, without 
the fmalleft exped^ation of its be'ng returned. His religious 
foundations were prodigious. He founded the convents and 
, churches 
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ch^h| of St. Mark ar^ St. Laurence, the rich monaftery 
S. F^S^nnipo, the churc^^f the abbey belonging to 

k in tbe mountains o^Fie^e^ ii*e church of the Friar^Mmors 
An \ with/ie i’Joiejs of the ^ervi Agnoli and S. ^muato. 

^Not conteiutd"” 2, founded fo many religioijp edi^- '' 

;^03s, he endo^tdv.them likt\;^fe wit}? rich furnitiffe, nbgni- 
jncerit. aiUrs, and cl^apels. His priviite buildings were equally 
^innptuous. His palace in Florence exceeded that of a*jy fo- 
v^reign prince in his time ; and he had other palaces at Co- 
Fiefole^ Cafaggivolo^ and Febrio. His munificence even 
reached Jerufalem^ where he erecSed a noble hofpital for poor 
.rdiftreffed pil?rimsf, >' 

) In tK<3[t^ "works, >g' more than royal t^pencei fee might Cofmo^ 
.have, been equalled by Aen equally rich; but his deportmert 
a"nd manner was unexaynjled. In his private epnverfation be 
was humhl<^, unatfefte^i, unalluming. Evtiy :hing regard- 
iiTg4;».k own perfon wasj pljin, model^ and not. ing differing 
from the middling rani/ o* citizens ; thereby giv^ig a proof, 
at once, of his virtue and (jis wifdom, becaufe notl^'ing is more 
dangeit)us in a common health, fuch as Florence v/zs^ than ^ 

pomp and parade. The expences of Cofmo wxre put for 
the embellilhmenis of his country, and begot no erivy,'L^-. 
caufe all his fellow citizens^ partook of them* He declined 
oftentation, even in his fam ly-fcttlements. ' Jfc matched his 
two fons, yohn and Peter,, into families of reputable citizens; 
and he married^^his granci- daughters in the fame manner. 

Cofmo^ however, ‘with all t.iat fimplicity of life, had towering 
bold notions of his counti'y’s dignity and intereft. His intel- 
ligence was beyond that of any prince, and there fcarccly was 
a court in Europe where he did not entertain a private agent. , 

By this means, he always had it in his power to difappoint, 
perplex, and confound the intrigues of his country’s enemies. 

His long continuance in power, ^for thirty-one years, is a 
proof of his great abilities; and his’fo often difappointing and 
countermining the formidable confederacies and leagues which 
brought Florence, more than once, apparently to the brink of 
deftrudion, gives us the higheft idea of his dexterity and ma- 
nagement in the greateft undertakings. According to Ma- 
chiavei % his wealth and credit were fo extenfive, that he 
forced th? Fcnctians, the duke of Mtlqfiy and the king of 
Naples, into his own terms, merely by diftreffing them for. 
money. After |;eing recalled to his country, the fhorc exile 
he fuffered ferved to make hinir appear with the greater luftre, 
and to edabliCh his influence in the commonwealth, Vhe 

* Machiav£L, book viL 


domi 
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y' ''^iomintohs he increafed, by adding ^ them Uwgo di i^fobkrsi 
Montidoglioj CafentinOj and The form^T part of 

;his lifei co his fortieth year, was tuinuity^^, and niay-be faid 
to h^/cbeen unfortunate, being fomctlmcs"^ bligcd'to favc hir** 
^ " life flying in difguife from hK^^?^.^r:V. ’wUt the noble fpi-^ 
rit h^‘ (hedged in makii^ all ^irtriends partalters of his ricben' 
and (;ood fortune, at lait hxed his felicity. His prefence is 
faid W> have b;en venerable, though his ftature was mean^; * 
and, by the pictures we have of him, his features were ftro; % * 
IKs lo^e ^^nd harfli. He is not celebrated for learning, though he 
Uafningt the gteateft patron of learned men of his age. By his own 
purfe, he hired fev^*ral learned tr ^{xA^ix^florencey anU. ' 

thereby revived the ftudyof that tonp.*', and con^Jt/'ently of' 
khofe arts that have rendered that city in particular,- 

fo celebrated fince his time. entertained the famous 
MarJUius F^tnus about his own^^pe fon, and affigned him 
apartments ^.lear l^is own palace ^)f that he'^might 
ftudy with’the more freedom and iion'i^cniency. He has been 
reproached g with implacability towards his enemies, and for 
having driven a great many of his/ I’elloW citizens into exile | 
but iCr^ cafy to cleaj^, him from that charge^ by confidering 
trte nature of parties in Florence^ which left Cofmo no choice 
between the deftrp£iion of his ehemies or his country. He 
never was kno^lvn to regret but two things. Firft, that he 
had not done all the good he wifhed to do to mankind. Se- 
condly, that he had not fufficiently aggrandized his country. 
Notwithftanding his many religious endowments, Cofmo was 
no bigot ; for one of his ufual fayings was, That a common- 
wealth was not to be defended by beads in men’s hands. 
Towards the end of his life, fome family misfortunes are 
faid to have given him uneafinefs ; and he was afliamed of 
having been duped by S/orza^ duke of Milan, But all re- 
proaches on his memory wiped off* by the unanimous con- 
Md fent of his fellow-citizens, who inferibed his tomb with the 
triotifm. title of “ Father of his Country#” 
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SECT. VIIL 

^Containing the VAory of Peter de Medici V Adnaniftra- 
tion. T^he Venetians \nvade Tpufeany, aPe^ce\ 
^ "Tctcr fucceeded hy his two '3c**s , Uheir joint Hijl >ry % 
Confpiracy againjt them ; Julio dk Medici murdtred. 
HiJioryof^\(srttice, Loren zo* de Medici, and 

Son Peter, who is ruined, i^ew Model of the 
Florentine Government. 


T E TV IS XL of Franu was at this^ time fo employed iii 
civil wars againft h'i own nobility, that he could give 
little or no affiftance to ihe duke of Anjeu^ in his Haim either 
M^nGenoay or upon He therefore endeavoured to 


gain the friendflaip both of Iforza and Ferdinand^ bv fufFering 
the latter^ to remaid unmolcflcd in hi j kingdom, and by en- 
abling the former to become mafter cf Genoa^ which was the 
great obje6t of his ambition. Sfoiza fucc'*eded in this auempu 
and fent His fon Galeazzo at the head of fifteen hundred horle 


to the afliftance of Lewis. The alliance be^-ween Ferdinand 
and Sforza was prodUiTtive of great revolutions j.i Italy. Ja^ 
cob Ptcinino was Aill formidable, though he had no territory. 
The reputation of his family, and his own valour and cou- 
rage, had attached many to his fervice ; and neither Sforza 
HOT Ferdinand thought themfelvcs in fafety, while he con- 
tinued in a ftatc of independence on both, and yet always 
ready to hire himfelf to the beft paymafter. Ferdinand^ there- 
fore, haviilg compromifed matters with his great nobility, and 
ruined the duke of Anjou^^ party in Naples^ endeavoured to 
make them fenfible of his arid thei. danger from Picininc^ 
ivho, being without dominions, and at the head of the old 
Brachian armv, the irreconcileable enemies of Naples^ would 
no t fail to acquire territorial poflclJions at their cxpence. 
^Picinino<, whofe troops lay at Sulmona^ forefaw or underftood 
his danger ; and not fufpeding the fecret conneflions that had 
been formed between Ferdinand and Sfn^zOj he offered his fer- 
vice to the latter, and threw himfelf into Milan with no more 
than one hundred horfe. Sforza received him with the great- 
eft demonftrations ^f friend(hip,« and Picinino was even mar- 
ried to his natural daughter. Sforza^ however, could .not 
without jealoufy behold a foldier of fortune fo popular, and 
fo refpeded all over the Milaaefe^ as Picinino was ; and, un- 
pretence of ferving him, he undeiltock to reconcile him 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVI. . i X with 
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wiih Fe}dlnandy who r^ciually xoo\fPicmno into Ms pay,* and 
gave him one hundred thoufand florins in advance. But after 
Picinino Picinino^ with his wi^ e aiid the Milanefe ambaflhdor, repairoji 
io Florence^ he and ‘lis fon were dccoyt^ by Ferdinand into 
the rattle cof Naples^ and there put to death’ 
FLORFNCE^ andUtTf Italy^ was at tHis time in peice. 


fHt to 
death. 

An tneffec^ 


tual cru- thraigh the.indefati j;ible pains ot pope Pm II. in promoting 
fade, a cruCade agilnftMhu infidels. Matthew king of Hungaiy^^ 
duke of Burgundy,^ were by his holinefs de<;lared * 
. generals of the arnr aments that were to be employed in tins 
expedition; J^ehCtians having promifed the (hipping that 
was necoflary for l raiifporting the troops to Sdavonia^ and 
i^Amona was appointt ^ to be the place of general rendezvousy 
and the pope accordingly repaired to that city. The refort of 
people thither was prodigious; but\the whole proved to be a 
rope of fand. No r’lms had bCcn piovidcd, no magazines 
had been creefed; ani no money raifed for the troops ; fo that 
the great' numbers aflembled in or near Ancona, ferved only ta 
create a famine. The king of Hungary and the duke of Bur- 
gundy fitgle6led to app ;ar at the rcndezvoiis ; and the Vene- 
-iians fent only a fev/ gallics, to make a (hew of having kept 
their word. Thofe diiappointmenis, and his own advanced 
age, being go^ fixty-four, threw the pope into a chagrin, 
which proved mortal in the year 1464 ; and he was fucceeded 
by Bai bo^ a Venetian, who took the name of Paul II. Soon 
after died Sforza, duk: of Milan, and he was fucceeded by 
his fon Galeazzo, 

Peter of Those events prod»iced great alterations in Florence, The 
]4edici expedition againtt the Tuiks was dropt at the death of pope 
***rayed, Pius; and the death cf Sforza difTolvcd the union, in which 
the dread of his power had confirmed the Florentines, To 
add to the public difti^dlions, Peter de Medici, fon and fuc- 
ccflbr to the great Cof no, was far inferior to his father in abi- 
lities, though he was a well meaning man^ and might have 
maJe a great figure ia another ftation. Diotifalvi Neroni had 
bicn the intimate companion and counfellor of Cofmo de M,. - 
did, who, upon his death-bed, recommended him in the fame 
capacity to his fon Piier. The latter, in ftridl obedience to 
his father’s wl]l,i admitted Diotifalvi into hisr mntt private 
, .councils, and confulttd him not only upon the management 
of the commonwealth, but upon his fan^ily affairs, which, it 
feems, then flood in need of cetonomy. As Peter was pof- 
fefled of a great eflaite, he ordered his flewards, and all he 
had concerns with, to fend in^thcir accounts to Dtotijahi, on 
whom he relied fo implicitly, that he locked very little into 
his own affairs. T.iis gave the other a hint, that it mi^nt 
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be-Cafy to fuwlant Peter ii^his authority and power ; - aiid, af» 
tcrptretendingCo have examined the accounts laid* before him^ 
he told P^tery that the ready money he was in polTeffion of 
ifias not fufficient for Tupporcing his figure, and maintaining 
his credit in the without calling in his father’s debts. 

Peter inadvertently followed this plaufible advice, and Cofrrys 
debtors were accordingly required to pay what they owed* to 
his eftate. This had not been forefeen or expe£i«d ; and as 
there fcarcely was a ‘family or man of ndte ih Plorenci to 
Cofmo had not lent money, Peter y by his demands, ac- 
quired a vaft number of enemies, who upbraided him for de- « 

viatijng from his father’s principles^ and for oppreffing his fel- 
low-citizens by his avarice. • 

When the reader reflefls, that the* power of the ATrrf/V/ 
in Florena was rather perfcnal than conilicutional, and that it"/®” 
refted in a great meafure upon private attachments to 
family, he will not be furprifed at the ^fFcd: of fo general a 
clamour, Which was increafed by the then (fate of parties in 
the republic. Luea Pittiy whom we have already mentioned, 
continued*ftill to be poflefled of great power in the rfate ; but 
Diotifahi knew, that, now Cofmo was dead, his abilities %vould 
appear infufficient for fupporting his ambftion, which was to 
fucceed Cofmo in the intirc diredion of affairs. Agnolo Acciai-- 
volt and Nicolo Soderini were two other citTzqps of great 
weight and authority, but both of them fecret enemies to the 
houfe of Medici, ^derini thought their power was uncon* 
ftitutional, and inconfiftent with public liberty. The enmity 
of AcciaivoU w'as perfonal, and arofe from the following 
grounds. His fon Rafael had married AlcffandrOy of the Bardi 
family, with a large fortnne ; but family-difcontents arifing, 
one of her friends, by force of arms, took her from her huf- 
band and his family, who complaHfted of this violence ; and 
the matter was referred to the dccifiin of Cofmo de Medici* 

His fentcnc^-was, I'hat the lady’s fortune ihould be reflored 
III her antf^her family, and that (lie (hould be intirely at her 
own difpof^L * AcciaivoU refented this determination, and re- 
Jolved to be revenged on Peter, though he could not upon 
Cof^o, All thole citizens difguifed their private fentiments 
under plaufible pretexts. They exclaimed agamft the mono- 
poly of poweT in one family; and that it^as nCceflary to He grenjoe 
reftore the conftitution to its firfl principles, by reftoring the unpofulan 
fmgiilrates to theic regular fun^ions in the government. 

The numerous bankruptcies, which happened by Peter^s de- 
mands, foon increafed this fpirit of difeOntent, which was 
crowned by a treaty of marriagia entered into by Peter between 
J|ns fon Lorenzo and a Roman lady of the noble family of Orfi- 
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»(. This matdi Cottefyotiiti (o Uttle whh his Other’s prhi^ ' 
ciples, that Peter was publicly reviled as being ambitious and 
arrogant, in not marrying his fon into a Florentine family. 
Tublictx- Notwithstanding all thofe murmurings and difcon- 
bibiticnss tents, the Medici family had ftill a vaft fway ‘in Florence ; and, 
Coffio being now dead a year, it was thought proper to exhi- 
bit- Tome public fljews, that might divert the minds of the 
pcotlefrorft ftate-affaiis. 'Tht Florentines were excellively fond 
of loch exhibitions ; one of which reprefented the three kings 
of the Eaft, following the fiar of our Saviour’s nativity *10 
Bcthleheniy and was performed with fuch pomp and magnifi- 
cence as employed all Florence five months in preparing it. 
'i'his exhibition was fuccceded by jufts and tournaments, in 
^ which Florentine youth challenged thofe of all Italy \ but 
Lorenzo de Medici^ the eldeft fon of PeUr^ bore the praife of 
addrefs and valour from them all. 

Vtttr takes Those (hews being over, the public difeontents revived. 
part ^lih The authority of the halia was near expired ; and a great 
the duke cf party ws^s for difeontinuing it, and putting the government 
« Milan. upon hs ancient foundation. But other difficulties now oc- 
curred. Galeazzo^ ^the young duke of Milan^ demanded that 
the fubfidy paid by the Florentines to his father fhould be con- 
tinued to him.^ This was ftrongly oppofed by a great party, 
who thougVrt that Galeazzo did not deferve th-e fame confi- 
deration his father had done ; and that the payment of the 
fubfidy ought to ceafe at the latter’s dea’h. Peter de Medici 
V'as of a very different opinion. He reproached the other 
party with avarice, and an ill-timed frugality; and urged, 
that the liberty of Florence muft be ruined by the Venetians^ if 
(he ihould feparate herfelf from the duke of Milan^ Whofe 
youth and inexperience would render him an eafy prey to that 
republic. The people, in general, did not relifh Peters rea- 
foning ; and his enemies now held private meetings, and fub*- 
fciibcd to aflbeiations for his ruin. But when *‘hey came to 
deliberate upon particulars, Petcr*s enemies could*' agree, ill 
nothing. The wifeft and moft public-fpiritcd'* part of them 
were for immediately putting an end to the power of thtbaltd^ 
and for reftoring the old form of government. They u^ged, 
that this muft ruin Peter^ power, without doing any injury to 
the peace of the public; and that any violent ntethods would 
give him great advantages, by affording him a fpccious pretext 
for arming himfelf -and hi§ party. Thay who were of the 
cpDofitc opinion urged the danger of delays, and the folly of 
fufrering Pcicr to live in a city where his intereft was fo 
powerful, and where he miglu make a bad ufe of it; and 
that the other opinion was more plaufiblc than practicable 
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They ad<led^that they ii€%er cotfld have fo favourable an op- 
portunity, as then prefented itfelf, (oxPeUr^s ruin; and that 
they ought immediately to take the marquis of Ferrara into 
. their pay, to put themfelves in arms, and to call a feflate 
which fhould hniih the work. One Nkolo Fidino, who was Chnfpirary 
fccretary to the meetings of ^eter^s enemies, fufFcrW himfelf " 

to be corrupted ; and he made a full difeovery io Peter of all Peter diy^ 
his enemies, with their debates and*pra(Stice^ againft him.^ He arvered. 
was ftartled at feeing ihe power and numbers of his enemies, 
and nad recourfe to a counter-aiTociation, in which lie fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that he prevailed with great numbers to fub- 
feribe for him, though they had fubferibed againft him 
before. • 

The time for the choice of a new*magiftracy being retains 

arrived, Nicolo Soderini^ whom we have already mentioned, /j//i77wr, 
was chofen gonfalonier, with fuch unanimity and applaufe of 
his fellow-citizens, that he was crowned ujth an olive- gar- 
land, upon his exaltation to that dignity, as a fign they de- 
pended on- him for rettoring peace and liberty to, the ftate. 

Nlcoh had good Intentions, and was bold and fpirited ; but 
his brother Thomas was a wifer man, an^ a determined friend 
to the houfe of Medici, He advifed Nicolo to perfevere in his 
defign of reftoring the old conftitution of government, of 
making new imborfaiions, and efiabliftiing a fet%>f magiftrates 
who Qiould be at once friends to the peace and the liberties 
of their country.^ Hicolo attempted all this; but found it 
imprafticable to be executed, through the oppofition it met 
with from the Violent party. The time of his magiftracy 
therefore expired, without his doing any thing anfwerable to 
the high idea conceived of him, "rhis inefficacy gave great . 
advantages to Peter^ whofe party was now more united and 
ftrengthened than ever ; and his enemies found it advifcable to 
temporize for fome months. Finding, however, that they loft 
ground^.r4ery day, they refolved to make ufe of force, to kill 
Peter ^ who^hen lay fick at his houfe ^xCoreggio^ and to in- 
•4/ite the marquis of Ferrara with his troops. to their afliftance. 

They then refolved to rufli armed into the fenate-houfc, and 
to" oblige the members to come into their meafures, by eftab- 
lilhing luci\ a magiftracy as they (hould preferibe. Diotifalvi 
bad a great hand in thofe refolutions ; bift diffembled fo well, 
that he every day attended Peter^ and gave him his advice, 
relating to piibric*afFairs, feemifigly with great fincerity. 

PETER had early and certain intelligence of a^ hxs and takes 
enemies defigns, and refolved to be beforehand with them, arms. 
Summoning his friends, he^put hinifelf and them in arms; 

^nd declarcd> that he had received a letter UomGiovanm Ben^ 
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tivaglle of Bobgna, informing himf that mS^jiqull iof ’Pef- 
rara was in full march, at the head of an army, agajnft 
renfe. He then fet out for that city, and, without h\h enemies 
fufpefling his defign, entered it. They immediately ran to 
arms like^wife ; but were inferior, both in numbers and ap« 
pearance, to Peter*s friepds. Diotifalvi^ fn confiernation, 
ran aboutjL fometimes perfuading the fenators, and fometimes 
Pittij to ^Uge Peter to lay down his arms. Nicolo Soderini 
putnimfelf at the head of the common people of that/iuar- * 
ter of the town where he lived, and repaired to Pitti^ whom 
he (Irenuoufly exhorted to appear on horfeback ^ainfl: 
and to encourage the fenators to oppofe him. ButP/V//, who 
had been before this time brought over to the party of the 
' Medici^ was fo far from following SoderinH advice, that he 
obliged him to return to his houfe, declaring, that his inten* 
tion was to refer all matters in difpute to the fenate, and that 
every man fhould lay Sfide his arms. This declaration of Pitti 
was of great fervice to Peter and many, who had been the 
mod forward againfl: him, now appeared on his iide. The 
fenators ftill continued to be fhut up in the palace, without 
coming to any dettrmination ; but an accommodation was 
now fet on foot, and it was refolved, that a deputation fhould 
be fent to ^'bo remained indifpofed at his houfe, to 

complain or the tumults in the city, which had been begun 
by his taking arms, and to know his meaning and reafons for 
JIs enemies fo doing. Peter's anfwcr was, that he had been conftrained 
jfaffledt by the injuftice of his enemies, and by their fecret unwar- 
rantable cabals againd his life and dignity, *to put himfelf in 
arms ; that he had remained, ever fince his re-entering Flo- 
rcnccy upon the dcfenfive, without ftirring from his own houfe ; 
that bis enemies were miftaken, if they imagined he had any 
intention of reviving the power of the haliOy or of depriving 
the magidrates of their authority ; that neither he nor his 
father had ever had fuch intentions; and that it wab^.'-^t owing 
to them that the powers of the balia were continued. He 
then reproached them with ingratitude to CofmSy and the 
mily of the Medici ; and with their not thinking themfelves 
fafe to live in the fame city with him, who was the fon of 
their greated benefaftor. He next addrelTed himfelf, in a 
more particular manner, to Diotifalviy and others, who lay 
under the greated obi igatit^s to his faihei;and bis family, in 
fo fpirited a manner, that itVas with diificuity he redrained 
his fviends from putting them to death. He concluded by de- 
claring, that all he meant was^to live in peace and fecurity, 
^nd that he was ready to refer all matters in difpute to the 
fenate. ^ 
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The. hew of the oppofite party, however, were fir {rotn md Ba^ 
trufiing tc^eter^s profAons. NicoU Sodtrini^ after x:om- nijhed^ 
milting the care of his family to his brother, retired to his 
hqufe ill the country j and it was eafy to fee that the city was 
upon the eve of a new revolution. Bernardo Lotti^ one of 
jW^r’s advcrfaries, was then gonfalonier; but upon the ex-, 
piration of the time of his magiftracy, he was fuaceeded, in 
1464, by Roherto LionSy who no fdbner entered upon his office 
chan he fummoned the people, aCtid.created a tww balia and 
magiftracy, compofed of Peter's frffends. * . • . i 

Upon this, Agnolo Acciaivoli fl^ to Naples \ Diotijdlviy and Fail ^ 
Nicolo Soderiniy to Venice \ Gio^ajnni Neronty archbifhop of 
Fiorenccy took refuge in Rome thus the whole faftion, 
that had oppofcd the houfe ol Medicly were diffipeted and at- 
tainted ; for all who fled were declaned rebels. Thofe wjjo 
had the courage to ftay were put under confinement, and 
fome were even put to death, while others underwent the 
rack. Luca Pithy relying upon the cannecSlions he had formed 
with Peter de Medlciy had the courage to* remain in Florence ; 
but feU from the height of popularity into the moft abjefl con- 
tempt : all his Trienas were either ruined themfelves, or had 
abandoned him, and none ventured take any public notice 
of him. A ftop was put to the magnificent edifices he had 
begun, and many now demanded reftitutk>n of the prefents > 
they had made him for carrying them on. % 

The exiled Florentinesy as ufual, formed cabals and con- Intrigues of 
fpiracies for reftoring themfelves to their country. But Ag‘ exiles, 
nolo Aedaivoliy before he entered upon any pradlices of that 
kind, fent an apology for his conduft in a letter to Peter \ 
putting him in mind of his fidelity and fuft'erings for the houfe 
of Mediciy and for Cofmo in particular. He declared at thq 
fame time, that he had no motive for oppofing PeteVy but the 
fervice of his country, which he was afraid might fufFer, if 
PeUTy who was in a bad flate of health, fliould die. Peter 
anfr'i'.ed this letter in a very farcaftica) manner, and put 
daivoli wi rffind of the great rewards be had received for his 
fervices to bis father ; and concluded with the following ex- 
preffion, If you have been rewarded for your merits, it is 
V but juft you (hould be piiniflied for your offences. You 
nevoi- can plead the love of your country as an cxcufe, as 
‘‘ it is well known that the family df Aledici have been as 
good friends as ever that of Acdaivoli were to Florence. 

Live therelore where you arc in difgracc, as you knew not 
how to live here with honour.’* 

This remarkable letter breathes the fpirit of thofe times, 
and lliews the rancouf of the two facl’ons ngainft one 
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soother, t Jcclaivoli^ finding his a[y>lication def^^cd, wnt 
to Rome^ where many of the other exiles rdided, \nd did alt 
they could to blafi the credit of the boufe of Meiic\ there ^ 
but no purpofe. Diotjfahi and Nicolo Saderintj on the 
other hand, applied to Giovanm Francifeo of Ferrara^ th- 
fon of Falla Strozzi^ who had been banifhed from Florenu in 
1438, and brought him if join with them ip folliciting the 
doge and f^ate of Venice^ in aflifting them to drive the 
Medie^an faction out of Florence. They put the Venetians 
in mind, that all the lofies they had fufiained in Lomb&rdy 
were owing to Cofmo de Medici \ and they reprefented 
Feter and his party as a treacherous bloody fet of men, 
who had ufurped the government of their country, and 
had baniihed, or put^to death, her befl friends apd pa- 
lliots; and they concluded with imploiing the compalTion 
of a fiate which enjoyed its liberty, in favour of one that 
was enflaved. Thole arguments were fo well received by the 
Venetians^ that the/ ordered their general Bartolomeo Cog- 
Hone to invade the Florentine territories, and to join his 
troops with' thofe of the duke of Fenara^ under ErcoU 


SEJie. r 

and invade IT appears that ^t^Floreniines did not cxpe<3 this invafion. 
Tufeany, Peter de Medici^ and his friends, had celebrated days of 
folemn thankf^viog for the prefervation of the ftate, apd the 
re-union of their government ; but they had taken no mea- 
furcs for warding off the blow that now fell u^^on them. The 
combined army having entered the Florentine territoiies, com- 
mitted great ravages, and the Florentines applied for affiftance 
to the king of Naples^ and the duke of Milan^ appointing the 
t count of Urbina at the fume time their general. Ferdinand 

readily promifed them his alTi fiance, and fent them fome troops 
under the command of his fon Mpho7jfo\ but Galeazzo czme, 
in perfon to their relief. We are however to underftand, 
that the Florentines were to pay for their fuccours, had ad- 
vanced great fums for that purpofe. The rend^ 7 ,vous oi\hcir 
army was appointed to be at Cajiracuzo^ a Florentine town be- 
tween Tufeany and Romagna ; but before the armies could be 

ailemblcd, the Vejietians and their allies had retreated to Imola^ 
t>ifi.ontents with little or no lofs. This created great difeontents amongft 
at Flo- Floi enihicsy who ^loqdly accufed their field-dejJuties, or 
Jecncc. council of war, w’idi mifmanagement, and blamed them with 

having fquandered the public money to no purpofe. It foon 
appeared that the fault lay vaGateazzo^ a young unexperienced 
prince, <and without any talents for war. A few inconfidera- 
blc ficirmilhes however ciifued, and the Florentine council of 
war declared, that they could expea no fuccefs while Galeaz- 
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^ comma^ed. Upoi^this deputies were fent to perAiade 
him to refirn to Mtlan^ on pretence that if he (hould come to 
any misfortune in the field, his perfon was of fo great ^nfe- 
quence to the common caufe, that their ftate mull be ^ined. 

<i^ey repr^fented at the fame time, that having but lately 
lu^eeded to his dukedom, his piefence might be necelTary in 
his own ^dominions. An applicamn fo feemingly refpe^lful, 
prevailed. on Galcazzo to return immediatiply tp ^ 

This obftaclc being removed, the Florentines ana their 
'allfes took the field, and one of thofe ridiculous battles, 
which was fo common in thofe days, was fought: for though 
it lafted for half a day, no perfon was killed on^either fide, 
and neither gained the lead advantage; only a Yew horfes 
being wounded, and fome prifoners n!ade. • 

This battle, however, though it may be faid to \iW^A^eace 
been bloodlefs, was decifive. Winter coming on, the Vene~ concluded, 
fian general was obliged to retire to Ravenna. The Milamfe 
and Neapolitans returned to their feveral countries, and the 
Florentinej to Tufeany. The Florentine exiles, animated by 
refentment and defpair, would have kept the field; i>ut their 
followers beginning to clamour for moiey, they were obliged 
to difpcrfe. Diotifalvi took refuge in Firrara^ where he 
met with a kind reception from that duke. %Nicoh Jcciaivole 
fled to Ravenna^ where the Venetians fettled a^penfion upon 
him, and he there died in old age. Undeadinefs and want 
ofrcfolution occaifioncd his misfortunes; but he had the re- 
putation of being brave and honed. The Venetians now 
found that the Florentine exiles had been too fanguine in their 
expe£lations of an infurredion in that city; and feeing that 
they were no longer to be depended upon, began to liden to 
an accommodation, which was concluded with little or no 
difficulty. The Florentines might now have lived quiet, had 
not the remains of faQion dill been alive amongd them. To 
complete public misfortunes, Peter de Medici^ though not 
inuch' abov^ fifty years of age, was fo infirm and feeble, 

^hat he could not dir abroad, and was ignorknt of the intrigues 
and heart-burnings that prevailed amongd his fellow citizens, 
wiio feemed to make ufe of the peace they had acquired 
abroad, on|y that they might profecute their diflentions more 
furioufly at home. Many of the wifed*and mod virtuous 
amongd them, had behaved with moderation during the late 
troubles, and all fuch were branded by the violent as being 
friends to the exiles and the outed fadion. Bar do Altoviti\ who 
was then the gonfalonier of iudice, encreafed the difordersof 
the public by difpUcing from their office many citizens, and 
i^anifiiing others. 

At 
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. ' At Ja& the oppreiSon, pride, S^M tyranny tbofe ia 
- .power, came io Peter^^ cars; but being con6ned\o his bed, 

the could apply no other remedy but earneft exhortations for 
and remonftrances upon the danger of their ene- 
’ ‘ * mies returning and driving them out of the city. To gi"^ 

fome amuftment at the fame time to their reftkfs fpiriij; Inc 
marriage of his fon LorenTfj with Clarice of Orfmu ~was now 
celebrated v^h all the profiflion of pomp and magnificence 
whicH Peter's great* wealth could furnilh, and the fertile ge- 
nius of the Florentines invent. After many luxurious doys, 
the reprefentation of a battle on horfeback, and the ftorming 
of a town, were exhibited and conducted with the utmoft 
decorum a'nd addrefs. Thofe amufements diverted the public 
for fome time; but the fpirit of fadlion recurred with fuch 
violence, that Peier^ whofe infirmities every day increafed^ 
found himfelf under the ncceffity of altering the whole fyftem 
of his condu£l. ]for this purpofe he called before him the 
chief Florentines: he bitterly reproached them for their ambi- 
tion, thein rapacioufnefs, their having monopolized to them- 
felves t^ie revenues of the public, the eftates of iieir exiles, 
with all the honours^^and dignities in the city ; and not con- 
tented even with that, had excrcifed their power with in- 
juftice and cruejfy over the innocent, by their violence and 
venality. H<^concluded his fpecch by folemnly afluring them, 
that unlefs they amended their behaviour, he ihould repent of 
bis fuccefies, and find means to make thobn repent the abufe 
of their power. 

It appears from this fpeech, that the fpirit and intcllecls 
of Peter were ftill vigorous, and his name was fo much rc- 
fpedied, that thej- to whom it was addreffed returned him a 
refpedlful anfwer. In a few days, however, they relapfed 
into ail their former difordeis, ana Peter privately invited 
jlcctiiivoii to come to his houfc at Caffagivolo^ to confult with . 
him about the reformation of the ftate ; anJ* according to 
Mnchiwel^ they had rcfolved to recal all *he exiled* v^d to 
yeprefs ihc fuiy of the fadlious citizens, when Peter de Medici 
died, in the fifty-third year of his age. 
iini rejiec* When a great family or man is illuftrious for private vir- 
tions on his their public conduct often meets with applaufe that it 
eharaSier, docs not deferve. * Nothing feems to be more certain, ' than 
that the fund^jmcntal conliitution of Florence had been more 
than once fubverted by tlic two laft hctids cf the houfe of 
Medici^ and that Peter particularly had been too inflexible 
and vindidlive againft fome of the greateft and worthieft of 
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the Fkr^i^ius. He fm bis erroi when it was too late to 
mend it ; and he would gladly have reinftated in their country 
the very men whom he had but ibme years before fo i^omi- 
nioMfWpurned out of it. In other refpefls, Peter (lems to 
unworthy defcendant of his race. In his pcrfoh 
heapp^rs td >have been brave and rcfolute. 'fhe unpopu- 
larity imo which he fell at one part of his Ijfe, proceeded 
from his trading too much to his fathea’s frkAds ; and to this 
hf was partly obliged, by his not being aSic, thro* nis infir- 
mities, to look into his own affairs in perfon. He certainly 
wifhed as well to his country as the violence of the fadiona 
formed againft him gave him leave; and he had the art, 
when her oiiginal conftitution was reftored, (fill to retain 
his influence and authority in the (lAe. He was buried ntar 
his father in the church of St. Lawrence with vaft pomp. 

SEVERAL other deaths of great confequcnce happened In 
half at the fame time, particularfy tbofc of Borfo £EJie^ 
marquis of Ferrara^ who was fuccccded by his fon Hercules^ 
and uf ^ifmopd of Rimini^ whofe fon and fucoeffor was Ro-^ 
kert. The next death of confequence was that of paptPaul 11 . 
which happened in 1471. He was fucceeded byS/Vr«3lV. one 
of the moft enterprifing pontiffs that had ever mounted the pa- ^ 
pal throne, and likewife one of the moft iKxefsful, though a ^ 

man of no family, and of as little virtue: nc owed his ad- 
vancement to hypocrify, and the appearance of 
He had (bnSy Peter Girolamo^ whom he called his^ 
nephews : he made the former a caidinal, an order which 
now appeared in its greateft luftre : he ftripped Antonio Orde- 
laff of the city of Forli^ which his family had pofleffed many ** 

years, and gave it to Girolamo^ who likewife received the city 
of Irnola in dower^;«itli his wife Catharine^ natural daughter 
to the duke of Afilan. In (hort, the luftre and power of the 
popedom ver had been fo high as now ; and it was owing to 
tnat^naturally ought to have contributed to diminiflx 
both, I o^can the growing power of the infidels, who were 
- now mafters of Negtoponte. I'he coiiftemation this occa- 
^ Honed in Europe, but more particularly in Italy, united the 
Chriflian princes amongft themfelvcs ; and all turned their 
eyes tovtaids the pope, for ftopping thf progrefs of the infi- 
dels, which could only be done by his bulls and exhorta- 
tions. Neiihqr Paul II. nor Sixtus IV. had any fuch inten- 
tion ; but they were of gr?at ule to princes who wanted to 
laife armies, and maintain them cheap, under pretence of 
crufades ; for after that pretence was dropt, the pope gene- 
rally gave thole prince^ who favouied' them moft, an indul- 
gt*nce or power lo apply in their own private purpoles what 

• ^ ** fiumbcr » 
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number of troops To raifed they pleafed. Thus of the 
Chriftian potentates, about this time, found their account in 
payin]^ a mod flavifh fubmiilion to the fee of Rome^ which 
the popes, efpecially the Italians^ well knew how to ^^iprove 
to the utmoft. ^ , .„p 

PETER de Medici Icft/cwo Tons, Lorer^d zni fj'iuliart^ 
both of them/ particularly tn^ elded, of great hopes, but as 
yet too\ young (br taking into their own hands the reins of 
government. Not only the people of Florence therefore, h{it 
mod of the princes of Italy^ turned their eyes upon Thomas 
'Soderinij who was then the leading man in Florence, and as 
fuch paid him their compliments ; \y\ix. Thomas gave on that 
occafion a noble and difiptereded proof of the attachment he 
had always profeded to the family of Medici. He did not even 
deign to anfwer the letters of felicitation which the Italirn 
princes fent to him ; and^he took all occafions to recomn*»;nd 
the fons oi Peter de Medici to his fellow-citizens, as the pro- 
per objefls of their love and regard. At lad, that he might 
confirm thern in their interefis, he fummoned the heads of 
all the Fldreniine nobility to the convent of 5. Antonio, and 
prefented to them the tWo young noblemen, requeding them 
to maintain them in the fijil podedion of the honour and 
authority of th^ir'houfe, as being the fured means of con- 
fulting the tranquillity and independency of Florence ; adding, 
that every other power fet up in the date, ^han that of the 
Medici family, mud be tumultuous and (hort-lived. Thomas 
having finifhed his fpeech, Lorenzo, the elded brother, ad- 
.dreded the adcmbly in fo manly, yet moving a manner, as to 
convince them that he would one Jay become an honour and 
ornament to his country; infomuch that all prefent before 
the adembly broke up, fwore folcmnl^ dand by Lorenzo 
and his brother, as if they were their owii children ; while 
the two brothers promifed to obey the nobility p:®f<;nt as their 
fathers; and from thenceforth thofe young mcji were locked 
upon as the princes, or leading perfons of the “city, and they 
were fo wife as to be direfted by Tlyomai Soderini. 

While every thing was thus quiet in Florence, a danger^ 
ous confpiracy broke out in its territory. The two heads o\ 
the family of Nardi ..had, during the late commotions, been 
firll banifted, and then declared rebels ; their names were 
Sihe/ler and Bernardo. The latter being pqpr, head-drong, 
and refolutc, confulied how he might raife a war in Tufeany, 
that rnight weaken and divide his countrymen. Having ma- 
ny acquaintances amongd the PiJ^oiam, a people remark4«bly 
turbulent and warlikt;, efpecially in the family of Palandri, 
who had a great elh:e in the country of Pijioia, he confulted 
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with theaj how be 
didridt b^onging to 
his defign by the difcontcnts which appeared againft the F/o- 
magiftrates in Pijioia^ and likevvife in Prato -y he 
.openea;t;us mind upon the fubjed to Diotifalviy to know his 
he was to expert fupport. fronts other dates 
•"nd prices ifV* fliould fucceedun furprifing Prato ? Dioti^ 
falvi thought the attempt was b9Ui hazardous a^ij improbable ; 
but glad of every opportunity to be revenged (ipon his coun- 
trymen, he diflembled his fentiments, and undertook to en- 
gage both the Ferrarefe and the Bolognefe to fend affiftance to 
Bernardoy if he could furprife Pratoy aqd maintain pofledion 
of it fifteen days. Upon this aflurance, Bernards fecretly re- 
newed his application to i)izPalandri family, who promifed to 
back him ; and repairing privately to PraiOy he formed a 
fmall party of the difcontented, who engaged to favour his 
aoh^idion into the town. As the force with which Bernardo 
propofed to execute this enterprize was very difproportioned 
to its importance and danger, he proceeded by ftratagem : 
he krfbW that in time of peace the governors of the towns in 
Tufeany are not very fcrupulous of admitting the inhabitants 
by night ; and it was agrehd between him and his party in 
PratOy that they fhould be in arms by a certain hour, to fa- 
vour his entrance, when he fl)ould preferr: l^imfelf before the 
town, and Diotifalvi was pun£lually informed of all that 
pafled. 

All the force that Bernardo could collefl, confifted oi^hich is 
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l^uld furprife Prato j anothsf^ city- and 
the Florentines. He was encouraged in 


about one hundred horfe, and being exaA to his time, one of defeated^ 
his party within the place applied to Cejar Petrucciy the Flo- 
rentine governor, for the keys of the gates to admit a citizen, ' 

and Petrucci readily fent them by one of his own fervants, 
whom the confpk^^fs fccured before he reached the gate, ^ ’ 
and forcing thp^ys from him, they admitted Bernardo and 
his atteneJaSts into the town, where he was joined by the 
ot her conspirators. They then dy^ided thcmfelves into two 
parties ; one of them headed by Silv^fry a Pratonefsy who 
‘ furprifed the citadel, and the other by Bernardoy who took 
^poffef&on of the palace, and made ^Petrucci and his family 
prifoners. After this they ran through the town and pro- 
claimed ’liberty ; but no fooncr did day, break, than the inha- 
bitants, rather amazed at than favouring the revolution, af- 
fembled in the.markct-place^without joining Bernardo. The 
adminiftration of the civiP government of Prato was held 
under the Florentines by eight of the citizens, who immedi- 
ately met in their palace deliberate how to behave. By 
this time Bernardo and his party, after traverJing the towo^ 
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found thatSihev had been joined bv fe^ or none ci the inha<* 
bitants ; and tnerefore, as his laft tentative, he demanded to 
be admitted to a conference with the eight magiftrates. 
This\?ing granted, be declared, that he wanted to lefcue 
them from flavery, and to reftore them \o their ancie^v^ liber-- 
tics: he expatiated upon the glory that woul^ Stteni? 
joining him : he laid befbre^em the certairff^ of b^g fuc- 
coured, if thhf^ would hold out the place but for a few days ; 
and het aflure^^liheifa, that they would be fupported by a 
ftrong party in Florence^ who were ready to declare for them 
as foon as they heard that the townfmen joined him. 

The magiftrates anfwered with great fteadinefs, that the 
Florentine government had always been furb, as to give them 
no reafon for revolting from it; they therefore thought that 
his heft courfe would be to abandon his defperatc enterprizr^, 
to releafe the podefta and his family, and to leave the tovi\'i. 
Fernardo was fo far from following this advice, that he ^ave 
immediate orders for bringing forth the podefla, and hanging 
him before the windows of the palace. This inhuman com- 
mand was on the point of being executed. The podella ap- 
peared at*' the window with the halter about his neck, but 
befoie he was turned off, addreffing himfelf to Btrmido^ he 
put him in mind of his folly in ordering him to be h<mged, 
by affuring hint; fhat his murder would render the Puiioneje 
his irreconcileable enemies ; and that if he granted him his 
life, he had a chance of accomplifhing his dt/;gn, becaufc he 
(the podeftal would be then able to do him fcrvice. 

This aruul fpeech faved the podefta’s life. Bernardo 
thought he could not do better than to take his advice ; and 
after obliging him to harangue the people in favour of the 
confpiracy, he re-committed him to prifon. By this time 
the inhabitants, having recovered froni’^.heir condernation, 
and feeing what a defpicable handful followtv Bernardo^ they 
began to look upon the confpiracy rather as nurAslous than 
dangerous; and the Florentines^ who then lived ?t Prato^ w*r> 
the beft affe^lcd citizens, putting thcmfelves under the com- 
mand of Georgia Gtnorij a knight of Rhodes^ attacked Ber~ ' 
nardo as he was haranguing the people in the market-place, 
wounded and took him prifoner, releafed the podefla, and 
cither killed or took* prifoners the reft of the corlfpirators. 
Florence was filled with moil difmal relations of this confpi- 
racy, which reprefented the place to be taken, the podefta 
and hi% family to be put to death, the Pijhians all rn rrms, 
and many of the Florentines thcmfelves to "avour tlie revolt. 
The magifirates immediately ord^'red as many trorps as the 
Ibortnefs of the time would permit to be got together, ar>£ 

gave 
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gave the 'fomm^nd of^hcm to Robert di St. Severtm^ vtho 
was reck(fbed to be a good officer, with orders to march di- 
reftly towards but he foon bad reafon to returiM by 

the news which met him from Pi trued on the road. When Death ef 
brought to Floienccy being qucftioned by the chief 
afeijjt the madnefa qf h^ attempt, Hfe exculcd \x^onffirMw% 
l\ that hr chofe to die\i Florence lather than live 

in c* . , and that his letter end*fliould l}C figpariized by fome 
mem u <sh!e event. ^ • 9 

1 1 is obfei ./ed by ATachiavel^^ that the tranquility reftored Change m 
to Florence by the priidence and moderation of her govern- 
mrnt, and the defeat of the above ill-judged confpiracy, \n-‘^^^^fth$ 
trodiiccd an alteration of man -ers amongft the citizens. 

Their drefs, then entertainments of^all kinds, and thrir <K- 
v^rfionf, cljpccially ainongfl the younger fort, were now ex- 
traf^ijoant. Their tftaies were loft by gaming, or fpent upon 
woiTwn. New modes of fpccch and talking were invented, 
and a farcaftical turn of wit was introduced Into converfation. 

The txrth js, the cultivation of the polite arts, .which flour- 
iflicd now more in P/^;/’Wir than in any part of world, 
was, perhaps, of no fcrvicc to the mp Js of its inhabitants, 
whofe eftates cnuld aftbrd them the r^ lu m^ni‘‘ and luxuries 
of life, erpecially at a time of {irofounu tranquility and great 
opulence. But thofe abufes tmd intiovatidns were greatly 
heightened by the ai rival of the duke and duchefs ot Milan 
at Florence^ undfer pretence of performing a vow of devotion. 

They wcic attended by then whole com I, wh’ch was very 
fplendid ; and their reception was equally fo, the Florentines 
thinking they could not lufficiently txprefs their gratitude 
for fo good an ally, and their regard for io g.cat a prince. • 

The Mtlanefe courtier?, however, though ftal/aus, were of z 
very different ca^Mrona thofe of the reft of Europe , for, tho^ 
it was Lent and tho’ they were in the \eiy neighbour- 
hood of the holy fee, they would tafte nothing but flefh and 
animal fo'id "Sf all kinds. Public exhibitions were now re- 
^newed, for the entertainment of the illqftiious guefts; and 
the church of 5^. Sphiio was burnt down, in reprefenting in 
•it the defeent of the Holy Ghoft upon the difciples; fo that 
when ihg court of Milan left Florence^ thofe extravagancies 
had proceeded to fuch a height, that* a fumptuary law was 
paffed, by the intereft of the more wife and confidcrate citi- 
zens, for reftraming fuch Acpences in time to come ; and 
this law extended not only to apparel and entertainments, 
but to funeral e^tpcnccs. 

% 

* Ibid, book vii. 
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^ As L^ihm de Mt£a advanced ki^tzvB, he A*4nd himf^ 
Voltena. more aihd more uheafy under the tutelage of Sotiermii ang 
beg^ to lillen to thofe who advifed him to throw it oflT. 

* A di^«^rence that happened at this time between theJFloren- 
tines and the VelUrransy fcrvcd to widen the brcachiihcA min-^ 
of allum was difcovered by certain private citiy^^ck^'of rciy 
who applied to thofe of Fl^erice for their a^iiftanceCmd pro- 
tedlion in we:;king the mine.c The community of Volterra at 
£rft di^ egard^"his*tjndertaking; but, perceiving what pro- 
fits, arole from it, they claimed the mine as Wing in grou.ids 
helonginc to the public, and fent a deputation to Florence^ , 
who made thit demand. The matter was referred to a com- 
mittee of ckizyns, who reported it as their opinion, that the 
cjaim of the Volterrans ^was unjuft, and that as private per- 
fons had been at the trouble and expence of working the mii e^ 
it was their property, they paying only fome acknowledgment 
to the community, bec^fe it lay in their grounds. This re- 
port threw the cit^ of volurra into a flame, the people ih- 
fifting upon the mine being delivered up to them, and the 
proprietors tifging the expences they had been it in work- 
ing it, afid the judgment of the Florentines in their favour. 
Thofe difputes produced tumults, ii) which a citizen of rank^ 
one Pecorino^ was killed, the houfes of many of bis party 
were facked oa bbrnt, and the lives of the Florentine magi- 
ftrates, who rended there, were endangered. Thofe diforders' 
produced another deputation from Volterra Sp Florence ; and 
the deputies, by orders of their principals, declared, that the 
maintaining their citizens in their fights, was the pric6 of 
their fubjeflion to Florence, 

THO MAS SOD ERIN I and Imrizo de Medici dif- 
fered upon this occafidn. The former was of opinion, that 
the Volterrans ought to be gratified, 'anJv^fhat the flames of 
war, raifed fo near themfelves, might Florence,, He 
urged the reftlcfs ambition of the pope ; his coriileiSfions with 
the king of Naples,, who was a powerful princ?>; and the««ur ^ 
certainty of Florence being fupported by the Venetians,, or the 
duke of Milan,, ^ as neither the good faith of the former, nor 
the courage of the latter, was to be depended on ; and con- 
eluded with obftrving, that a leaA peace was prefeiable to 
a fat victory. Lerenr*o de Medici^ oh the other hand, urged, 
that if the infolence of the Volterrgns went unpunifted, all 
other ftates and places in fubje^ion or dependence to Florence^ 
would follow their example \ and that they nev^r would Be 
without pretexts for’ fo doing. Lorenzo^ opinion prevailed ; 
and the Florentine fenate fent bacl^the Volterran deputies with 
this anfwer, that they muft either fubmit to the terms pre- 

feribed 
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fistibed the^if, br prepm for a «i!ar. The t^eUaraiis ciiofis 
the latterp^and applied for affiftance to the princes and flates 
of Jtaly^ whO| ail but the Siemefe and the lord of Piomftnoy 
were d^ to their reprefentatioivs. All, therefore, tHh 
^ was to fortify their city, and to hire one" 

tho»ftSSfi^er2?Ji|^^ for defending it. 

In th^siean ^ile the FUrenmes^ fenfible how dangerous nuhich h 
delays are in fuch cafes, raifed arf army of te^noufand foot /acM^ 
and two thoufand horfe, and gave the commnd of it to 
theif general Frederick^ lord of Vriino, who immediately re- 
duced all the open country of Folterra^ and laid fiege to the 
city itfelf, which he battered with great violence on its moil 
acceffible fide. Upon this the Folterran mercenaries, in a 
manner, deferred the defence of the citv; but were very for- 
waj^d in infuhing the citizens, who made the bed refiftance 
thtf '^ould I but were obliged to fubmit to the mercy of the 
Florem'^nes. No capitulatioi. having been, made, the magi- 
ftracy of Vclterra was diflblved, and the city given up for a 
whole d^;,to the. plunder of Florentines^ who were joined 
by the foldiers who had been hired to defend it^ The 
news of this fuccefs was received with ^great joy at Florence^ 
and Soderini was infulted upon it by the friends of Lorenzo de 
Medici, The event, however, did not alter^ that wife man’s 
opinion. He declared, that he looked upon conqueil of 
Vdterra to be a lofs rather than an acquifition to Florence^ 
which might have' been benefited by it, had it been taken by 
capitulation $ but that, as it was taken by fack, it would, in 
time of war, be a thorn in the Tides of the Florentines^ and in 
time of peace a ufelefs burden upon them. » 

The ambition of pope Sixtus every day difclofed iffelf more Ambition 
and more. His profelTe^ defign was to re-annex to ^^ofthepof%o 
church all the tern^^ies and places that ever had belonged 
•to her; and wi^i^hat view he had (formed SpolettOy and 
laid fiege to Citta di Caftello^ then in polTeflion of Nicolo AV- 
This nobleman was the intimate friend of Lorenzo di 
Medici^ who, upon his application to bim^' fent him fome 
.^filtance; a pioceeding which laid the foundation of many 
calamities to the houfe of MedicL The pope took the 
plac'', and feilt his fon Peter^ whom be had created cardi- 
^>sial o^SiJiOi to endeavour to form a league* amongft the Ita- 
lian princes againft Florence, This cardinal, .under all the 
difadvantages of birth and edu^atbn, which was in a con<» 

Vent, had great abilities both for peace and war, and> an 
equal (hare of ambition ; fo that his father jenH>ldyed him as 
bis chief confident and firfl; fn9tdfter. Under pretence of do- 
• •'ng honour to the nuptials o^the marquis of Ferrara^ he 
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m««Jc a kind of a tour throuoh Lomardy^ and other parts' of 
Itah\ and particularly to Venice, which he wanted^ to engage 
in we league againft the Florentines. But, by this time, bo^h 
the Venetians and the duke of Milan were alarinfa at the ^ 
aw»bition, ^and the great progrefs of the pope* fer-ea 

by fuch a counfellor and minifter ; and th^f'iSrmcr^^ls faid, 
fecretly 'gaj^e him poifon/ which, upon his returM to Romcy 
put an end tbuhis life. After this the Florentines pineal in an 
,.alliante with the duke of Milan and the Venetians ; but time 
was left for the pope and the king of Kapler to accede to it. 
Another league was forn^ed between the above three con- 
tracling ppwers, into which they invited the lefl'er ftates to 
enter, for maintaining the balance of power in lialy^ which 
*was endangered by a new difpiite between the king of Naples 
-and the Venetians. The former laid claim to the iflar/l of 
Cyprus^ which the latter was in pofl’effion of ; and th^ pope 
taking the king’s* parf, all Italy w'as engaged in the 'Quarrel. 
Frederick of Urbino ftill continued to head , the Florcitine ar- 
my; and'hts reputation as a general was fo that the 

pope aird Ferdinand offered him very high teniis to enter 
into their fcrvice. Urbino made fome difficulty of this ; but 
the pope prevailed upon him to undertake a journey to Na- 
ples^ which the ^Florentines as ftrenuoufly endeavoured to dif- 
fuade him trSm^ by putting him in mind of the fate of Jacob 
Picinino. Frederick^ however, went to Naples^ where he was 
received with a profufion of honours, anci accepted of the 
propofed fervice, and thus became general of the league 
againft the Florentines. 

Notwithstanding thofe difpofitions, and the dread or 
ambition of all the parties concerned in them, no war broke 
out in Italy for two years; but cve-y thing was managed in 
the way of intrigue or negotiation, '^he Florentines took 
into their pay, as their general, Robert of ' ^ imini ^ renewed' 
their league with the Perugians, and entered iTuo new con- 
nc£lions with the government of Faenza, The. pope and iLc 
king, on the other hand, ftrove all they could to detach the 
Venetians from the Florentines., as being the only means of main- 
taining the pope’s late acquifitions to the church, and of 
ferving his (on Girolamo in the poiTefllon of his (reflates in the 
Romagna. ' * 

CHARLES^ the youngeft Ton of the famous j?r^rA/V, 
was ftill alive, and had, for* fome years, ferved in the Vene- 
tian- zvmxes. The time of his engagements being expired, he 
refufed to renew them, and ii^formed the Venetians that he 
defigned to attempt to recover his right to Perugia^ which 
was his inheritance from his father. The Venetians cop-' 
^ < < fented 
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lenied Tto tl^s, notwrthftanding the league between t\e P&u^ 
ginns the Tlov entines. The latter lo ftrenuoufly fuppori^d 
the fc)s?ut»r, that Charles^ dcfpairing of making any progrefs 
.aLyiinft thCiri^ turned his army againft the His pre- - 

u ^ t n- r ..they were debtors to his father, f<n j^vices 

clone t|.u‘i^iate j a .^d he attacked <l|em fd furioufly, a^to put 
their ^ovcuricnent in great danger.* The Sientie^^poiT this, 
from their natural inclination always to betie)t/^];ie wojft of 
the Florentines^ complained of them to the pope ahd the King 
of N^ipleSy alledging, that all the misfortunes of Sienna west: 
owing to the Florentines having perfuaded Charles to attack 
'them, inftcad of the Perugians. They feiit deputies t© Fhrence 
with the like complaints. The Florerifines not only firmly# 
denied ihe charge; but, to prove their innocence, ordered an 
amb<(iy to be fent to Charles^ lequiring him to abandon his ex- 
peditic j againlt the Siennefc^ under paig of their difpleafure. 

It is proK^e, that this ambafly was more the effect of the 
fear of ayoorcS^aty^ainll them, than of any regard they 
had fof tfW Sieit^Je : for though Charles was oolioed to 
fubmit, yet fie reproached the Florentines as cowarcis, and 
enemies to thenifelves ; becaufe, as he gafe out, he intended 
to have delivered up the city of Sienna^ which he was upon 
the point of taking, to the Florentines ; a preferif we cannot 
well imagine he would have made them, but upon fome pre- 
vious coiitradt. Tjie Siennefe were fo much of that opinion, 
that they did not even thank the Fhirentirtes ' their deli- 
verance, though apparently it was owing to them. But an 
amazing revolution now happened in Milan^ in the following 
manniT. 

' G ALE A Ju’LO duke of vi^as, according to CharaSlet 

writers, the picture of^ .^of the tyrants of antiquity. His 
love of money was th /fburce of his misfortunes, as it led him 
to violate the h' ..'our of his greateft fubjefls, in the moft 
tender point. generally ruined thofe whom he injured j 

foriie of them he put to death, and others he' deprived of their 
rights and polfdlions, that none of thern might retain in 
their hands the means of refentment. At home he was def- 
potic; abroad he was powerful in bis relations and alliances ; 
and the infti jtmerits of his tyranny being Ijjcewife the com- 
' prions of hts pleafures, no time was left him for reflexion. 

His cruelty proceeded fo far as to torture thofe whom he put 
to death ; and it was even faid, tfiat be difpatched out of t|ie 
world his own, mother, becaufe he thought her an obftacle 
to the perpetration \of his Grinds. Notwithftanding all this* 
complicated guilt, Galeazzo^ perhaps, might have reigned! 
^an(id!ed in peace, bad he not openly gloried in his vices » 

Y a • • • and • 
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and putjiiOied to all the world the names of thof^ Wbdfe beds 

h(^ had difhonoured. 

A SCHOOL-MASTER^ a profeffion at that time ,cxercifed 
in liaJy (bmetimes by the greateft mincers of ftatj^ and hel^- 
ih thv bighed efteen), became an inftrun^t *in^t^^i^ring 
the woRld from this moi^ftcr. His name/^?as Cop\ a native 
of to whofe leflons the nobleff youths In Milan re- 

paired. He vC\*s a man of learning'; but had applied himfelf fo 
mucR to reading, iludying, and teachmg the Greek and Roman 
daffies, that he became an enrhufiaft in favour of republican 
government. The general topics on which he declaimed, 
wjs the unhappinefsof being governed by a Angle man, whofe' 
fubjcdts were his Haves and beaHs of burden, and the glory of 
being hoi'll in a republic, where alone true merit and virtue 
met with protcdlion, rewards, and honours ; and he endea- 
voured to prove from hiftory, that the greateft mecK of all 
ages were republicans. He had three noble ^Giovanni f 
jindrea Lampogmmo^ Carlo Vlfconti^ and Qlgtato^ 

whufe brains weie touched by his repeaf^ .<6ecI«nTitions ; and 
to thehd he opened himfelf without referve, by acknowledg- 
ing that he meant ^kll he faid fhould be applied to their fo-* 
vcrcigii the duke of Milan\ and that the moft glorious adion 
human natiye ^could perform, was to remove a tyrant out of 
the world. 7'he noblemen were too young as yet to execute 
his dodrine, by aftaffinating their fovercign ; but he obtained 
from them a promife that they would do it, and thereby de- 
liver their country as foon as their ftrength and age would > 
permit them. This refolution, inftead of being weakened, 
was every day ftrengtbencd in them, by the growing vices 
and tyranny of the duke, and by the private injuries he in- 
ftidled upon their perfons, pariicuhMd^by his amours in the 
families of Vifeonti and Olgiuto, and b^V^eping Andrea from 
the pofleffion ot the abbey of Miramena^i^ich bad been 
given him by the pope, on the refignation of a kinfman. 
The defign being thus fixed, the chief care 6f the confpi- 
lators was to make lure of their blow, rather than to guard 
againft the conlequcnccs ; but they were far from negleding 
even thofe ; for they vainly imagined that the moment^ the 
tvri?nt v/as oifpaf^hed, their countrymen would unanimoufly 
embrace tluir liberty. The frequent meetings they hel3,* 
created no lufpicions at the duke’s court,, where their ancient 
Iriendfliip aiui intimacy was^ well known. In thofe meetings 
they generaliy pradnfed upon one another, with their daggers 
in their fheatbs, the methods of giving the moft mortal 
blows, and of ftabbing the moft vulnerable parts of the body. 
Being complete in this exercife, their next deliberation was 
t) " • • to 
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to fix on the fpot of aflaidhation, which thejr refolvei Ihould 
be when tb* dul^e went to 6^. Stephin\ church, in pii)ceffiQn 
upon that faint's day. It does not appear that they opeqld 
their real deiign to any of their friends; but, as arnas at 
(tii: time tre almoft the only laws known to the . 

flatcs, ifi.y found pretexts for perfuading many of theit/com- 
■panions to -u-rm themfelves, and their fervants, and tc| attend 
them to St, Stephen*^ church on that day, wh^*they pro- 
pofed to pay their refpe(J^s to the duke they ftt out 

upon* an expedition, which they pretended was to aiiift a 
friend, who had fome differences with his neighbours in the 
, country. They ufed other ftratagcms and pretexts for afletn- 
bling, at the fame place and time, all who they thought 
would join them when the blow was ftfuck. Some pruden-# 
tial V onfiderations likewife mingled in their plan. 7 ’he Afi- 
laneje at that time were afflidled with famine, and the confpi- 
rators pppofed to give up the palaces of the moft obnoxious 
of the dVlc^s/avoujrites, to be plundered by*the ]xjople. 

EARL^id>i the mojtoing of St, Stephen^ day, the three con- 
fpirators met in the church ; and one of them, Giovanni An- 
dreQy moft devoutly prayed, after he had heard mafs,* before 
an image of St, Ambrofe^ the tutelar faint of Milan, They 
then look the ftands they had pitched upon ; and when the 
duke entered the church, Lamp^gnano and d/giato wounded 
him with their daggers, which were fo fliort that they were 
concealed in their Jleeves, in the throat, breaft, and belly, as 
Vifeonti did in the back ; fo that he inftanlly expired with the 
words, Oh Lady fave me !*’ The bye-ftanders, far from 
rejoicing at the tyrant’s death, revenged it by killing Lam-- 
pognano and Vifeonti, Olgiato efcaped, and for fome time 
lurked about difguifed Jike a friar; but being difeovered, he 
fuffered death, under ^xquifite tortures,, though he was no 
■more than twenty -three years of age, with incredible refo- 
lution, comforting himfelf by repeating, from the Latin daf- 
fies, verfes, ^mc^ientiments fuiting to his attempt and fate. 

The aflaffination, however, was far from producing the ef- 
fe< 3 s the confpirators expedled. Their caufe was not backed 
byc^a Gngle man, and the public feemed to have no fentiments 
but thofe of deteftation for the murderers. 

• The houfe eA Medici was now, viz.nn 1477, poflefl'ed a. D; 
of more power in Florence than it had evi!’ been, its branches i4-’7. 
and private alliances were numerous and well cemented, and State of 
Lorenzo feemed to poffefs the popular virtues of hh the houfe of 
ceftors. All the oppofition which his father had met with Medici* 
contributed to Lorenzo's grAtnefs ; for they who fecretly 
l^tcd wi envied him durft not oppofe, becaufe they well 
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knew tjiat in republics, efpecially ni that of Floreme^ there is 
DO for^venefs aiDongft fa^ions ; and they had Aoen many in- 
ilanccs of it in the differences between the Medici and their 


alilrgonifts. This flourifliing ftate of the howfe oi Medui 
jer^''reafcd the averfion of the pope to it, and mSde him rCp 
folv^ if'polliWe, to ruin it. The archbifliop who 

was o^the Medici famil)i, happening about ihi& iime to die, 
the pope' nominated Giactmo Saiviati^ a pioiefled kind dcier- 
mln^d enem'lf of* the houle of Medici^ to be . his fucctiibr. 
The Florentines remonftrated flrongly againft this noinination ; - 
I but finding all their efforts vain, they rt?fulcd to luft'cr Sal- 

viati to take pofl'eflion of his new dignity, 

Confpiracy The ‘pope alcribing this obfiinacy to the influence of the 
f^ainjl it,, houfc of Medici., fet up againfl: it that of Paxzi^ the feeond ,, 
then \t\ Florence for riches and autho’ ity. The head of this 
family v/Visyacob whohad received fignal honouis from 

the people ; and though he had no children of hi^.own but 
a natural datighter, he had (even Fiancis^ 

Rrnate^ yobn., Andrew., Nitholas^ Lojmo de 

Medici had, from a fagacious torefight of tfi*e rivalfhij) be- 
tween' the two houfes, given his niece Biancha to IVilliam 
Pazziy thereby hojmig to cement the intereft of the two fa- 
milies. liut in proportion as that of Pazzi advanced in 
riches and [Popularity, Lorenzo de Aledici grew the more jea- 
lous of their obtaining any ftiare in the government; fo that 
Jacob azzi and his nephews, notvvithftaitvling their riches, re- 
mained no more than private, though iiluftrious, citizens of 
Florence, 7^hcir rank, however, gave them a right to he 
prefent at popular aflemblics ; but the magiflrates who pre- 
fided there, paid little or no regard to their opinions. They 
even went fj far as to fummon Franci^ Pazzi^ who happened 
to refide fome time at Rome, to repaiNjo Naples \ a proceed^ 
ing which plainly ftiewed they either wcTkJealous of his bu- 
finefs at Rome^ or that they wanted to affront the Pazzi fa- 
mily. John Pazzi., another of the nephevw, having married 
the daughter and heirefs of Giovanni Borromeoj a difpute at 
law' happened between the daughter’s hufband and Borromeds 
nephew, about the fucceflion to the eftate cA Borromeo^ %’ho 
was now dead ; and the caufe was given in favour of the ne- 
phew by the judges, not quite agreeably to the* priwciples wf ^ 
juftice. The Pazzi had long been fecreily exafperaicd againft 
the Aledici \ but as there waf no difguifing^ that this iniquitous 
fentence was procured by their influence, the Pazzi doff all 
patience, and every where accufed and reproached the Me^ 
did for their injuflice and partitlity againff their family. This 
>^aa looked upon by Lorenzo as an open attack upon his aq- ^ 
. . thon'y, 
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thdrity, >^d was fat rrom producing any fleps tlwards an 
accommoiation. Giulian de Medici^ who bad lef^pibition, 
and more fentiments of’ juftice, than his brother, after/ re- 
gretted the breach between the two families, and advii'ed La- 
ren%o to moderate meafures : but the latter, who, wi4h all 
his judi ment,* was young and hery, continued lliH tQ’carty it 
with a hi^h hand towards the Axezi. t 

FRANCIS FAZZIj thtf moft confidej^Me ot all the the pope 
nephews for fpirit, abilities, and vvealti?, avas.thcn a vaex-andthe 
chant, or rather a banker at Rome^ where the vait eftatc he Vazzi. 
acquired, introduced him to the company and intimacy of the • 
principal perionagcs in that city ; and he lived in the liridlelt 
frieodihip with the pope’s fun or nephew. 'I'his 

gave him an opportunity of confulting about the ruin of ifee 
jlJedui family, which was equally obnoxious to Girolamo as 
to Pazzi^ becaufe the former, while their power fubfdfcJ, 
did n''*’ think himl'elf fecure in the«poflcliion of his tllates. 

Nothic^ir,* h^yever, but the deathsof Lsrefjzo^ndi his brother 
could tiif.i.r- purpofes ; and it w'as necellary to bring 

the pope and the king of into thtir party. 'I'o fuc-- 

ceed in this, they applied to Solviatiy the archbiihop of Pifa,, 
who readily promifcd them his ailiiiance. It was then deter- 
mined, that Francis fiiould repair to Florence^ to bring Jacob 
Pazzi into their defign, while the oihcr two Ifciould remain at 
Rome to keep the pope fteaJy in their party. Francis could 
make little with his uncle ; and Montcfccco^ the pope’s 

general, was applied to fecond him. Montcfecco difliked the 
ofRce ; but, overperfuaded by the archbiihop, he at laft under- 
took it, and, under pretence of recovering to Girolamo cer- 
tain towns near Faenza^ he took Florence in his way. By 
this time the pope J^ad fully approved of the horrid defign of 
the aflaffination, and had ordered his general to further it to 
the beft of his power. Montefecco behaved with great addrefs ; 
pretending bufiinefs with Lorenzo de Medici^ he was furprifed 
at his aflaljiliiy and politenefs ; but, devoted to the pope his 
mafter, he at laft, in conjunAion with Francis Pazziy pre- 
vailed on Jacob to confent to the confpiracy, provided it was 
•backed by the pope’s army. Nothing was now wanting but 
confent of the king of Naples^ which was foon obtained. 

‘ The whole plot was carried on with fuoh profound diflimula- 
tion, that the Florentines admitted the archbiihop into their 
city ; and thro’ his intereft, which was very powerful, the con- 
fpiracy was greatly ftrengthened by the acceffion of^fevcral 
young noblemen' of great families and intereft. The better 
to cover their defigns, cai€inal Riarioy nephew to count Gi- 
. rolamo^ came to Florence^ where he hired a magnificent palace, 
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in wKich Aie chief confpirators were »noealed and their > 

confultatiq^s* Many of their deliberations proved labortive,. 
fronnliiVarious caufes ; but at laft they refolved, that the two 
brother^ de Medici fhould be alTaffinaced in the church of 
SjiparjLta. Giovanni Battijia^ who was appointed to mur- 
der refufed the horrid office^ which was there* 

fore con^itted to Antonio of Volterra^ and one Stephen^ a 
fchool nfintcr, ^ut at the fattie time a pried; While 
Pazvci and Bex.n^ido Bandini undertook to murder Giulian^ at 
the faml' time that the archbifbop Salviati^ and Poggioj An- 
other of the confpirators, were to fe-ize the palace and force 
the fenators to come into their meafures. The hour for the 
aflaflination «being arrived, Giulian de Medici^ not comings 
W?s expedited to the churoh, Francis Pazzi and Bernardo^ who 
were dedined to murder him, went to haden him, which 
they endeavoured to do, by the mod tender exprei&ons of 
friendfhip, even to the embracing him, that they migjH dif- 
cover whether 'he had about him any private>ao^i^, and 
^ ^ with fuch an opennefs of behaviour, mif- 

' trud, and entered the church along with them, Lorenzo be« 
pir'Iian ing already in the church. The fod wound given to (?/«- 
lian V/2LS by Bernardo * with a Abort dagger, in the breads 
which proved mortal ; but, tho* he almod immediately fell to 
the ground, Francu Pazzi threw himfelf upon the h^dyt and 
gave it feveral dabs with fuch fury, that he even defperately 
Lorenzo wounded his own leg. The other two adMins, who were 
^capes^ de'dined to the murder of Lorenzo^ attacked him; but he 
bravely dood upon his defence, and obliged the adaiBns to 
dy : they were however afterwards found, and put to a ihame* 
ful death. In the mean while and the friends whom 

he happened to have about his perfon, had barricadoed them* 
felves in the vedry of the church ; and Bernardo Bandinij af- 
ter killing Francis Neri^ becaufe he was a friend to the Mit^ 
did family, ran about in fearch of Lorenzo to difpatch him ; 
but in this he failed. The cardinal took refuse at, the altar, 
where he was faved with the utmod difficulty from the rage 
of the people, by a guard which the fenate fent him, anC 
which efcorted him to his palace. As to the archbifliop, he' 
went with fome fugitive Perugians to the public palace ; aiVd 
leaving a party to feesre the gates, he went up into the apart- 
ments of the gonfalonier, who was Cafar Petrucci\ but the 
archbifhop’s confufion was fo g'eat, that his'^deiign was icon 
known,; and the fenate being alarmed, he and Poggio, with 
two kinfmen who attended him, were feized, and the red of 
his party, who had by this time^entered the palace, wer^ 
cither killed or thrown alive from the palace-windows, outof 

which 
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which the arcbhiiliopt Ihe two Sahiatiy and Jac^ Poggio^ Punijh- 
were immediaceljr hanged. The confpirators, howe^, who ment and . 
had been left below, had forced the guards and the gatesX^f deaths-^ 
the palace; but could proceed no farther, the fenatort znAthe confpi^ ^ 
their attendants making good the upper rooms. ' 

P^zsf’s wound -was fo fevere, thi^t he could not, !is he pro- 
pofed, get on borfeback to proclaim liberty to the. people ; 
but he prevailed on Jacob Pazs& to underta’kp that office. 

Jacoby at the head of about one hundred "horie, •accordingly 
fallidd into the Great Square; but his fuccefs was very in- 
different. The people, who had not been fenfiblc of the 
lofs of their liberty under the Mediciy refufed to join him : 
the Senators pelted him with ftoncs from the palac^ ; and he 
himfelf, now old, infirm, and naturall}** unambitious, was per* 
fuaded by his brother-in-law to retire, which he did, at the 
head of his troop, towards the Romagna* 

LOP ENZOrDE MEDICI was now greater than ever ; and of ihe 
his encL'tiei v.ere fubdued or diffipated, and his name was joy- 
fully proL^oimed through every quarter of the cijty, by 
people whodragged Francis Pazzi out of his hoqfc, and 
hanged him up in company with the ar^ hbilhop and hjs other 
confederates ; a fate to which he fubmitted with invincible 
fortitude. Lonnzo^s houfe was now the renejezvous of all the 
citizens, who offered to ferve h*imwith their ^ives and foi- 
tuncs. As to the reft of the family of Pazzi^ Jacob was 
taken in his flightf^ as likewife was Rcnate ; and both of them, 
though the latter was innocent, were brought to Florcnccy 
where they were ignominioufly executed. TftUiam Pazzi was 
confined, as were the reft of his kinfmen who remained alive ; 
and the other chiefs, who had been feized, were put to death. 

After this, the funera^ of Giulian de Medici^ who left a poft- 
bumous fon of his own name, were magnificently celebrated. 

All this time a body of troops, under Lorenzo de CaJleUoy in 
the vale of Ttutrcy and another under Giovanni Frcmcifo To- 
Untinoy in tbe Romagnay both of them in the pay of the pope 
and the king of Naples, were advancing *in full march to- 
W^ds Florence, to fupport tbe confpiratois ; but hearing of 
defeat, they returned. 

,jtHE nnijfcarriage of this dctcftable confpiracy ferved only Tufeanv 
to increafe the rancour of the pope agafnft the Floi entincs \ m^aded hy 
and both he and the king of Naples ordered their generals to the poje* 
march their armiis xotoTufeanyy but publicly to declare, that 
they had no other enemy for their objei^ than Lorenzo dt Me^ 
diet* Upon this, Lorenzo fummoned a meeting of the nobi- 
lity and chief citizens, to** the number of three hundred. 

Inhere he pronounced a fpeech in vindication of bis own and 

» , ' his 
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his familFs conduS, that, if it has not been embeHiihed by 
JI4nchiam\ fhe^vs him to have been one of tflc greateft 
* • V orirars that ever lived. Speaking of the late attempt againft - 

'"^^^feeeb of himfdf, ‘‘ Where parricides, fays he, and aflaflinsare fecure, ' 
A^Medlci meet their murdereis.” He then mhdeftly re- 
dcMcdici. counts the virtues of his prideceffors, and expofes the dcligns 
of his enemies, who had ftirred up the pope and the king of 
Naples againft^thci[ country ; and concludes in the following 
noble fanner: This war, they fay, is made againft me 

“ and my family ; I wifli to God it were true : then the re- 
medy vi'eic both ready and certain ; for I will never be To bad 
a citizen as to value more my own fafery than your dant^er; 
much rather (hould I quench your flames with my-^n 
ruin *, but bccaufe fniuries done by the mighty are always 
covered with fome more feemly pretence, they have chofen 
this veil to caft over their prefent injuftice : but if you 
think otherjvife, I atti in your hands ; you may fipfyrt, .or 
you may fuppicfs me, you, my fathers, you, myflwndeis; 
for whatever you ftiall command, I fhall readjjL'tAey : nor 
will I,rcfufe, if you iliall think fit, to end this war with 
my own, which w^s begun with my brother’s, blood.** 

1'hr citizens anfwered him with tears of affedion; and 
one, who was thfir fpokefman, by their order,' aflured him, 
AnfiM \i. That, with lift; fame readinefs and afFedion with which they 
had revenged his brother and defended him, they would ftill 
preferve his life and reputation ; nor fliould lofe either till 
they had loft their country. A guard to be maintained by the 
public was then voted, and raifed, for his perfon ; and levies oF 
% men and money were every where made through their ftate, 

to defend them from the impending ftorm. 

Firmnefs It cannot be denied, that the condud^of the Florentines on 
of the Flo- this occafion was great and manly, and fuch as fcarcely can 
rentines be paralleled in a Roman catholic ft:ate. I'he pope had ex- ’ 
the communicated them ; but they were fo far from regarding his 
pope. , ccnfurcs, that they forced their priefts to perftrm divine fer- 
viccs. They fummoned before them all the prelates undjr 
their dominion, enjoining them to pay no regard to the pope, 
from whom they appealed to the next general council ; 2 nt 
they publiflied a manifefto againft him, in whi<^ theyW. 
preached him as b?ing the very word of tyrants and parri-*^ 
cides, for having given Tandion to murderers in a church, and 
during the very celebration of the holy facra^ment. In (horr, 
none of the German reformers afterwards behaved with more 
ipirit againft the fee of Rome^ th^i the Florentines did on this 
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uccafion. The pope* on the other hand, hadInothing to 
oppofe againft thofe dreadful allegations, but thAfta]e|argu- 
mentsof the independency of the ecclefuftic upob die civil - 
power, and the illegality of the latter imprifoning lardinals, 
hanging archbifliops, and quartering prietts. But, noiwith- 
ftanding all -the juft caufes ot jprovocaiion whi^h \\\c Floren- 
tines h*ad received from tne pope, they delivered up to him the 
cardinal, becaufe it appeared he had been ployed only as 
a blind, and had not been aSive in thebcottlpiracv ; for, if 
h^ had, it is more than probable he would have ujidcrgone 
the fate of the arclibifhop. 

The combijied army of the pope and the king of Naples T/je war 
hgc^^idvanccd by the way of Sienna to Chianti^ the, armiv 
the church being commanded by count of IJrhino^ 

and that of Naples by jllphonfo^ the eldeft Ton 61 Ft^dinand 
duke of Calabria, .Their firft enterprize was againft Caftig- 


hone,~ belonging to {\\q Florentines^ ve\\\c\\ they took, altera 
fiege OiWoriy days. The truth is, Florentines had little,.. , 
at thii..time, to depend upon but their own courage and fpirieV 
The Milahefe government was then unfettled, ^and in the 
hands of the young duke’s mother, who was at variance with 
all her hufband’s relations ; but, in virtue of the late confe- 


deracy, (he fent the Florentines fome aflliftance ; which the 
republic of Venice,^ the other party, declinc^J to do, on pre- 
tence that the quarrel was of a private nature. Notwith- 
ftanding this ctffappointment, Fhuntine army, under Flev- 
cules marquis of Ferrara^ took the field, and would have cle- 
ftroyed their enemies, who beficged and took Monte S. Sovmo 
in the Arezzan^ had it not been for the incapacity or treachery 
of their general, who granted them a truce for fome days.* 

After this, both ajpies retired to winter-quarters. 

The pope and che kingof perceiving the Florentines ^^"^olution 

fupported by the dutchefs of Milan, employed the icbel princes ^beMi- 
of the Sforza family, and the Adjrni^ to lhake off the 
lanefe yqjce whilft Fregofo, by favour of the dutchefs, who 
was unable to recover the city for her fon, got poflbffion of it, 

\Lnd drove from thence the Sforzi and S, Sevenno^ a Neapoli- 
tan 'general of great reputation, who, putting himfclf at the 
^/lead of fome troops, ravaged the territories of Pifa^ and ad- 
vanced almoft to the gates of that cilj*; and thus the Floren- 
tines^ in the fpring, found themfelves opprefted by the confe- 
derate army oA the fide of Sienna^ and by S, Sevefdno on that 
of Pifa. It was, at the fame time, with the utmoft difficulty 
that they could keep the Lucquefe faithful to their engage* 
ments. But the Fenetiai^s having lately made peace with the 
TurJtSf the Florentines took into their pay Charles^ Brachio^ 
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fon, and cftunt Deiphobo^ Jacob Picimno*o Ton. Tbofe tw« 
genesis, twinging with them a body of mercenarim, forced 
S. to defift from his attempt upon Pifa^ and recovered 

all the pftaces he had feized. But the anioiofities which had 
fubfifted between their grandfathers broke out afreih, which 
obliged the Tlorentines to put them upon feparate fervices. 
The body under Deiphobo remained at Poggiobonzi ; tHat un- 
der Charles mashed againft ; while Nicholas Vitelli^ 

with the. third, party^ attempted to retake Citta di Cajiello. 
Charles oied in the career of his victories and fucceiTes, ahd 
was fucceedcd by Robert of Rimini ; and all that Vitelli could 
do was to rpoil the open country about Citta ^ Cajlello. The 
death of Charles gave fuch fpirits to the pope’s army,.4bac 
they attacked that under Robert near the lake of Perugia^ an- 
ciently that of Thrafymene^ (on the very fpot where Han* 
nibal beat the Roman army under Flaminius) but were defeated. 
This advantage was couciterbal lanced by a mutiny ^ .their 
troops at Poggiobonzi^ which obliged the Florentines t^ifmifs 
the marquis of from their Service. Upon this, AU 


\ as Machiavel obfervcs, in thofe days the motion of one horfe, 
either to retreateor charge, gave defeat or vidory. A pefti- 
lence, which at that time raged in Florence^ bad driven moft 
of its inhabitants into the country ; while th^council of ten 
. ^ was obliged to recal the army under Robert^ which was then 
bcfieging Perugia^ to the defence of their capital ; and it en- 
camped at 5 . Cajfianoy within eighteen miles of Florence. This 
gave the duke of Calabria an opportunity of extending his 
conquefts on the fide of Sienna. He too^. Poggiobonzi^ Vico^ 
and Certaldo ; and laid fiege to the llrong caftle of Colle^ 
which, notwithftanding all the efforts of the Florentine army 
to relieve it, yielded on the 13th of November \ on which both 
armies went into winter-quarters. . • , 

A truce for The ftatc of affairs in Italy^ at this time, induced the pope 
three jmd the king of NapUs to offer the Florentines a truce for thre^ 

months. months, which was accepted. This refpite enabled the Flo- • 

rentines the more coolly to rcfle£l on their own difagreeahV?; 
fjtuation. They perceived they had nothing to truft to, either 
from Venice or Milan ; and that their viftorious enemies would 
probably, next year, be at thoi gates of thair city. Each 
blamed* the other: but the great charge'of mifeondud): lay 
againft Lorenzo de Medici i and one of the FlotentineSj in a 
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public aiTembly, bluntly told him, that he muft, fcWe 
other, think of giving them peace. Lorenzoj e^e ofi th$r 
wifeft patriots any ftate ever had, wanted no indui^^meiU to 
follow this counfel ; and after many deliberations his 
friends, in which they refolved not to truft the pope, he came 
to the cenereus refolution of going in perfon tb Naples^ to 
treat ot an accommodation. Leaving the charge ot affairs 
in the city to Thomai Soderinu then gonfalonier fif juffice, he 
repaired, without any public chara£ker, and wnhout acquaint- 
ing the fenate, to Plfa ; from whence he fent thedi letters, 
informing them of his intention, which they anfwcred by 
fending him fuij^ powers to treat, as the amballador of the®ALoren- 
peoplsLof Florence^ with the Neapolitan king. The command- 
ing prefence of Lorenzo^ {he force of his reafoning and ejo- 
quence, and the opepnefs of his manner, with a thoufand 
other circumftances that charafierife a gicat and wile man, 
did^more than an age of negociation could have efieded. 
Ferdinand^ now old and experienced in the arts of govern- 
ment, •’^.fooner beard him fpeak of the intereffs of Italy^ 
and of her leveral dates and potentates, than he was brought 
over to his lentiments, and refolved, at any rate, to make him 
his friend. Notwithffanding this, terdinand could not lay 
aiide his iniidious habits. He ^rotraded the negociation, that 
he might fee the turn which* affairs mighn take in Florenu 
during the abfence of Lorenzo^ who had many enemies there. 

But at lad a Idbgue, ofFenfive and defenfive, was concluded 
between the king and the Florentines \ and on the 6 th of 
March^ 1479* Loreniso fet out on his return xoTufcany. 

The amazing fagacity that gave rife to this negociation,^// 
the abilities with which it was conduded, and the fuccefs thatW/r m 
attended it, form extraordinary period in civil hidory, and concluding 
were worthy the genius ot the fird man in the Florentine date, the fame. 
Lorenzo had the glory and fatisfadion to fee his labours re- 
warded by the gratitude of his country, in the reception he 
met with.at iiis return, and in the extindion of party- fpint, 
which now centered in the admiration bf bis virtues. Two 
Hays after his anival, the articles of the ofFenfive and defen- 
ve league were proclaimed. By them the king was to difpofe 
f the p]aces he had taken from the Florentines as he pleafed. 
TheP^zzi, who had been imprifoncd,»werc to be freed ; and 
the duke of Calabria >yas to receive from the Florentines a fub- 
fidy for a certain time. Tf« Venetians and the pope com- 
plained of the ddrefped (hewn them bv this peace, .as they 
neither had been invited to the negociation, nor were they 
included in the terms. ‘They expreffed their refentmeat in 
inch a manner, chat the FUrentimh co prevent the confe- 

I quenccs. 
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^ * 'quences,' lrob;ri)ly by Lorin%o\ advice, conftitutied tbcir ftii 
Yre coiRicil of feventy citizens, who were inveffeS with th^ 
higheft y/jowers in government. This council ratified tb'tf 
peace 'faith Ferdinand^ and nominated ambafladors to go to 
. Rome\ but they perceived, through various accidents, that! 
• they had rtilt great difflcultieSfto encounter. • , 

CharaSier The dutchefs of Milan had been obliged to refign that 
of Lewis government tCKhezvif the Mior^ fo called from his fwarthy 
theMoor. complea^ion, brother to the late duke, one of the moft extra- 
ordinary" characters in hiftory. Though politic and pene- 
' trating, he was^irrefoiute and timid, and fear generally deter- 
mined him to the moft dangerous courfevr^^ Serazana was 
taken from the Florentlnei by Fregofo the Genoefe^ whe-macte 
alrthe garrifon prifonersf and, what was more afflidling than 
all to the Florentines^ the duke of Calabria ftill lay on theii' 
confines with his army, and not only totally difclaimed the 
late peace, but endenvoufed to poflefs Sienna^ as the firtt frep' 
.towards his becoming mafter of all Tufeany. It is difficult to 
toy what th^ confcquences might have been, jjjdrfnr the' 
Turksy who had been repulfed before Rhodes^ made a defeent 


Difrontent 
of the 


duke of 
^^ianria. 


upon Italy^ and, after 5 avaging the fea-coafts, taken Otranto^ 
the moft convenient port for them in all the kingdom of Na- 
ples^ and fortified jt, with a view of continuing their con- 
quefts. 7^his ahirming event delivered Tufeany from the duke' 
of Cahhria\ arnbitioii ; for he was obliged to return with his- 
army to Naples \ and the pope now declared 'himfelf willing 
to treat of an accommodation with the Florentines, notwith- 
ftanding all the provocations he had received from them. 
They, on the other hand, not ftanding on forms where eflen- 
tials were pielcrved, named twelve deputies to go to Rome ; 
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A peace. 


where, afier a great variety of fubmiffions^on their part, and 
of haughtinefs on that of his holincfs, the pope gave them 
his benedidfion, and ratified the peace. Notwithftanding 
that, he infifted upon ikit Florentines maintaining fifteen armed 
gallies againft the Turks. ' This demand, which the Floren- 
tines complained heavily of, was afterwards mitigated by the 
addrefs of Guido Antonio Vefpucd: and thus the Florentines^ 
were placed in a fituation the moft defirable of any they had^ * 
known for many years. ' • ^ 

'I 'heir firft care v^as to obtain reflitution of the towns 


that had been taken from them by the duke of Calabria, and 
which had been left to the.dirptffal of Ferdinand, but were 
now in *the hands of the Siennefe. Ferdinand was warmly 
plied by the Florentines to refill their importunities, becaufe 
he might have thereby kindled a hew war in Italy, which 
might have deprived him of the afliftance he expelled againft 
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the Turks. The towns "WTre reftored ; bvr whl:h, 

Machiavtl^^^ it apppears, that neither tieaiies tl 
.but necefliry,* makes princes honefK Fortune thus 
ing the virtues anJ’abiHties of Lorenzo^ he was in i!j\^vvn 
country as ^at and glorious as a good citizen coiifd wifli ^ 
to be ; and evfcn accidents were now cenftiued as^ the eft’ctJts 
of his policy. ' 

Thk furrender Otranto foon after by ihe'TwrA'r, iho"* Th i>hpe 
it quieted the (cars, renewed the diflbn'tiops qf \\\t lialum defmts 
pridciwS and ftates. 'The [^enetiarn had pretcnfions upon the 
Ferrarefe\ and gaining the pope to their fide, they made , 

S. Sevoini their^irenefal. Florentines Conjlance^ 

the Inrrl^of Pefaro^^**tC‘chc head of their army, and that of 
the Af/larefe was comma need hv Ffwlerid' o\ Ur hi no. J'h^ 

pope not having declared himfeif, Ferdinand ordered the cuke 
Cn 'ahrin to demand a paH’agc lor his troops through his 
domSfioffe, for the afliftance of ilv; marquis of Farara.^ 
which was denied. The Florentines joining with Ferdihand^ 
confide»*fd this denial as a commencement of hoUiliiics on 
the pope’s part, and took the field againft him. ‘ The duke 
of Calabria s troops, affifted by the faniiiy of Colonna^ carried 
their incurfions to the gates of Rome^ and Uuholas Fitelli^ by 
the afliftance of the Florentines^ recovered Ciiia di Cojlclh^ 
from the pope’s governor. His "holincfs beingi, thus firaitcned 
on every fide., took into his pay Robert of Rimini.^ whofc 
great reputation *and experience gave fo much fpirit to the 
Romans^ that they marched out of Ro?ne^ and obliged the 
duke of Calabria to come to a battle. The event was glori- 
ous for his holinefs, or rather for his general. The battle 
was more bloody than any that had been fought in Italy for ‘ 
fifty years before, fc^ almoft one thoufand men were killed 
on both ,fides ; but at laft the Neapolitans were entirely de- 
feated, and the duke of Calabria himfclf mufl: have been 
taken prifoner, had he not been faved by Tome Turks who 
had entered ir.tO his fervicc after the fliricnder of Otranto, 

A few days after, Robert of Rimini^ whais filled the Magnd 
F^ent, died; and his holinefs, to tefiify his gratitude to a 
'gjmeral who had ferved him fo faithfully, after giving him a 
^gnificent burial, fent his nephew, count Girolamo., to de- 
prive his infant fon of his inheritance Rimini. The Flo^ 
rentines, on this occafion, generoufly interpofed in favour of 
the infant and his mother; ard the pope was baffled by them, 
not only in that attempt, but in another that he had formed 
againft Ciiia di Caflello. The war all this while went on in 
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\ the where the Fenetims took FigOroIa from the 

Ferrara^ and ipuft have taken Ferrara had 
fjoi Fe*hinand and the FUrentims threatened . . pope with 

the 9«iii;fthority of a general council whi^.i the emperor had 
then convoked at Ba^L His holinefs, oblige:! to give way 
tc :icceility, at la(t fent ambalTadors to Nt^ples, where a 
league, or rather a truce, for five years was concluded upon, 
between hi'm, Ferdinand^ Lewis the Moor^ and the Floren^- 
tinesj and the pope ilgnified his pleafure to the Venetians^ that 
they (hould defift from their war in Ferrara. 

Jlariiiing 'I' HE Fenetians^ at that time, were fo exceKfively powerful, 

po-wer of to become formidable to the other ftates of Italy. They 

the Venc- defeated both the Milanefe and the N^^pjHtan troops,^ that hiid 
tians. been fent to the affift^nce of thw marquis of Ferrara^ and 
were actually befieging Ferrara itfelf, when Lorenzo de Medici^ 
the pope’s legate, and the Jthcr allies of the Florentines^ 
affembled at Cremona^ tocon ult about ooing juiAiw.liiirg ue* 
cifivc againft tne Venetians. At hrfl: it was prop^fed, that 
Lewis (houtd give them a divcrfion in their ovvm^ country, 
which he declined doing; and then they refwfSved to march 
A league and attack the Venetians before Ferrara. It Wa^, however, 
agaittji judged expedient to begin with deftroying the Venetian fleet, 
them. which they efUilually did. The land-army of the Venetians 
confided of twp Ihoufand two hundred men at arms, and fix 
thoufand foot; that of the Florentines^ and their allies, of 
four thoufand men at arms, and eight thoufand foot (B). 

Venetians^ not daunted with this great fuperioiity of num- 
bers, ft-nt S, SevcVrio acrofs the Adda^ where he proclaimed 
the young duke and hh mother the fovercigns of Milan^ un- 
der the wall's of fhi;t city. This meafure produced no com- 
motion in ATiUih^ and exafperated Lewiif fo much, that he 
now agreed to the diveriion he had rejedled before, and in 

(B) It may be here neceflary to be foldiers, tho* perhaps not 
to explain one cfrcumflance to above two or th<;;ee hundred out 
the reader, which may have of one thoufand were properly 
puzzled him in the courfe of armed for the held. But a di^- 
this hiflory, in which he lees cindiion amongft the cavalry 
the number of hoife in armies now prevailed. Men at arr s, 
commonly fuperior to thofe of were men completely armtJ^ 
foot. This was owiig to the who ferved on horfeback, and 
pride of the Italian noblemen their attendants, who are called 
and gentlemen, who generally flight horfe, are feldom men- 
fervedtf on horfeback, and were tioned. This diflinflion, tho’ 
themfelves attended by a num- new in Italy^ very ancient 
ber of attendants on horieback, in France^ 
wht) were all of them reckoned 


con^ 
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^njunftion with the duke of Calabria^ he fell into ^ 

gamafe^ the and the Vcronefe^ Vw’here they dt^royeS^ * 

all the open (pu^y^nd it was with difficulty that 
rino, the Ve^h^mn general, could prevent their becc^'^^ 
mafters of the cries. This happened imthe year ia81: jiT “.-J' 

Nothing now but diflention amongft themfelve-:^ coul 3 // // 
have prevented the allies from driving the Fenetiavs out of broken,^. 
Lombardy. But the interefts of the duke of (hlahrta and • 

Lewis the Moor^ became then incompatible, fobh Gale^zzo^ 
nephew to Lewis and the true duke of Milan^ had married 


the duke of Calabria\ daughter: and Gonzaga^ the marquis 
'Of ^iantua^ h^^lways kept them in friendfhip, being 
now dead, the duke infil^V^on putting his fon-in- 

law in poHeffion of his inherita>^c, hoping that as Galeazzo * 
but a w^ak prince, he him(^ would fucceed Lewis as 
^^rhil demand made fall 

off /roirn tfic^'lfcderacy, and thrlw him into the arms of 
the Fenetiqfi^ with whom he madi a peace in Auguji 1484. 
By the artic’ 9^,iti the Venetians^e,x^ reftored to the poffei*- 
fion of all *d,ie towns taken from tt^m, which had been put 
into the hands of Lewis^ while thqr refined all they had 
taken from the marquis of Ferrara f It was in vain for the 
Florentines and their allies to remfwftrate aga\nft this treaty. 
They ftood in need of peace, and^they were obliged to accede 
to it. In the mean while, the allies had agreed with his 
holinefs to withdra\^ all affiftance from Vitelli^ who remained 


in poffeffion of Citta di Cajiello^ w»hich was befieged by his 
forces: but they were defeated by Vitelliy with whom his 
holinefs was obliged to come to a compromife. The pope 
;^then joined the Urfmi againft the Colonnasy who favoured the 
Neapolitans. But at laf^ each party beat the other into peace, 
neither being able to continue the war. 

■ 7'he Florentines all this time had employed Antonio deneVlo- 
Marciano to lie with fomc troops near Serazanoy in hopes ofrentines^j 
having an opportunity to retake that city. Nothing how- •war ^ith 
ever but flight Ikirmilhes palled on either fide. It may there- the Geno- 
fore faid, that all Italy was at this time in a ftatc of tran- 
quill a circumfiance fo difagreeable to his holinefs, that 
it brr,;^e his hyart. His death filled all Rome with uproar and 
blood, occafioned by the difl'erences betweeti the families of 
JJrfeni and Colonnoy and count Girolamo poffeffed himfclf of 
the caftic of S. Angeloy which mify be confidered as thecita- 
Rome. He, however, being defirous to oblige thendxt 
pope, retired to his own eftates ; and cardinal CibOy who 
took the name of Innocent VIIl. fuccecdcd to the popedom* 
a reftored the tranquillity of Rome. 

Mod. Hist, Vol, XXXVI. The 
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^hey T HF horeniines ftill continued very uneafv under the lofs ot^' 

] py Pic*\^;C5£J;2Z and the more fo, as it had been takenyifrom them 
7 0/ a private Genoefc. They there.^rv/'oetde vigorous 

c ^ retaking it; upon which^^V^^^yi welded up the 

S proprietors of the banlf’of St, George^ 

’ ivnothep^oflefied almoft ali the territories belonging ^0 the G>- 

noefe^ witr^ut the walls of their city. By this ceffion thei7^- 
rentines had uo pretext for Inaking w^ar againft the Genoife as 
a community ; and they yet could have no hopes of fucceeding 
in the *recovery of Scrazana^ without taking Pietra Santa^ a 
town belonging to the Genocfe, That they might have a 
good colour for a breach, they ordered a.^,c5fat quantity cf ' 
provifionsj under a very flight c^/nv'oy, to be fefli».£rom Fifa 
lo their army before Serazana^'oy the way of Pietra Santam 
That garrifon could not refine the bait: they fallied out, and , 
ealily became mailers of th'j U'/')* -ihis the Floretir^ 

tine army abandoned ^he l^ge of .5f/v22.fl;;<&,y3Viu uifuertook 
that of Pietra Santa ; and tlfi war thus becoming j^^ener-l be- 
tween thegi and the Genoefj^^ the fleet of the IatU*r^^ook and 
burnt tfce fortrefs of Vada^ and ravaged ihe^crritary of VgI^ 
terra. Their ravagfs we^ e reprefled by Euongkinni Gianfig- 
Itazziy a Florentine officci, who was fent with a party of 
horfe againft tl^m. Tho^enotfe navy, however, made an 
attempt upon Leghornj a place which now began to make a 
figure in Tufeany^ from whence it was rcpulfed w’ith lofs, 
though they had been at vaft expence in engineering to re- 
duce it. 


and at laji Tht. fiege of Pietra Santa flill went on ; but fo remifs was 
take the Florentine army in its difeipline, that they were furprifed 
by a f.dly fiom the bcficged, and driven from their works to 
the diftance cf foiit r..iles from the towi . There they deliber- 
ated about r.bandoiiing me liege, and retiring into winter 
quarter*;. This news coming to Florence,^ filled the whole 
city with iiidignation. AnWiio Pucci and Bernardo del Nero^ 
two cf the pjoft refpedlable citizens in Flo) ttice^vctro, imme- 
diately difpatched with a large fum of money to remonftratc 
to the army, which it feem'i was numerous and well app« int- 
cd. The fhame of being baffled before fo inconfiderai Ic a 
place, joined to the good conduct of the new commifl. ries, 
cfpccially Anionio^Pucciy was fo fuccefifiil that the foldicrs 
flormed the works they bad loft before, but with the lofs of their 
general Marciano; and the town itfelf, perceiving rheir refo- 
luiien, propofed a capitulation. To give the more, honour to thu 
defence made by the befiegers, Lorenzo de Adcdici came in 
perfon to the Florentine camp,' and in a few days after the 
caftle, as well as the town, was funendered. This fiegc 

ceft 
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the Florentines their beft troops and offl 

amon^ft tlfti^lattcr Antonio Pucci^ who died through Vhe 
wholfonje h^iats country during the autumn J - 

The dia not fail to claim from the . 

Pietra 9i^a^ f a place that had forme rly bclongc^to 
ftate. f he ^Florentines^ withoift denying that told I^ucd 

them, that before they gave it uip, they muft be fetisfied for 
the vaft loft of blood and treafure vvhich t^e reefudfion of the 
place; had coft them, and a treaty of peace being n^w fet 
on foot-by the pope, they weie not fure whether they might 
not be obliged to reftore the town ro the Genoefc, In thofe 
'altercations and all the next fpring* Lo:cr.zo 

deMedici was fo afilidied vviti^g^n hereditary gout, that he coult^ 
do no burintfs, and none ( ouM be done by the Florentines 
k, without him. This dclaujd^ th^ficgc of Scniznnnt and the 
nt threw frefli obftacies in their 
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way. Tl 3 '*; -„.\y of Aqviia wasjAi little dt^peridcnt r.n the 
crown vO.C Naples^ that though tt lay in that king dom, it 
might Kyaid r' j^avc been free. M hc duke of CjiMn ia being • 

in the neighbour "hOod iviih his trclp.., under pretence of bu- Re<^>o}Ni{en 
finefs, trepanned the count of AJojXjrio^ •who had the greateft in Atiuiia* 
Avay in Aauila^ into his power, /and ftnt him prifoner to 
Naples^ in tiopcs of reducing Aqmla ro an aLi4r]^t'j fubjecTuon 
to that crown. The AqulUans upon this flew to arms, and 
not only put to d^aih the king’s cofMOiiiTriry, and ic\cial of 
Fcrdimind's friends'in that city, but credied the papal bjn.icrs, 
and invited the pope to t.ake them under his protcciion. His 
holinefs greedil) accepted of the invitation ; aiidl?I: ing, into his 
J>ay S» Sevefina^ who had been di {milled from the Alilnncfe fer- 
vice, all the (riends o^^counl Ay'.nioj io, and many of the N'c- 
* npolitan barons, dcclaied in his favour. Ferdinand applied to 
the Florentines for aftillance ; and tho’ they vi*ere extremely 
averfe from either cnteiing into a war Vi^ith the holy fee, or 
profcciJting the advanta^ics they had obtained over the GV- 
nopfe^ yet they lent an army to his afliftance, by vvhich A!- 
phonfo remained maftcr of the field againft his holinefs, and 
all lis other enemies. At lail, the Spaniards offering their A pence ^ 
m?a ation, a peace was concluded, by which all Italy was 
once more »-^ftored to its tranquilltiy, ihtjGencofe alone be- 
ing excluded, for having fliaken off the yoke of Aldan^ and 
detaining the Florepine pofleffions. 

^The pandluality with which the Florentine: had fulfijlrd 
^heir engagements with Ferdinand^ gave them vaft credit 
with the pope, 
been betrayed 

d>"»Jaied, that he r--- — . i 

2 2 - • ^ 
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who, during tl^ war with the Neapolitans^ had They,-''*, 
by his general S, Seinrino^ and he publickly*/^'^^ ' 
be would do every thing in ris power to Icrvc 
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and obtigfi? them. This being reported to Lorenzo de Me^ct/i^i 
^ nothing that could cement or improv<a«the grow-^ 

i&ij,/-jirilid(hip, and aftually gave one of hy“<^ <JgOrers in mar^ 
p Ftancis^ fon to the pope, who ftad beepPimarried be- 
Tie ^^ag exalted to the popedom. Fromtthat t'me the 
^ interefts ^f Florence and ihcj holy fee becamet the a& 

Lorenzo h^ agreed to every thing propofed for the advance- 
ment of his fon-ir\-law in Italy. The pope, on the other 
hand, infifted ftrDngly with the Genoefe that they Ihould re- 
^oxQ Se) azana \Q the Florentines^ as holding it from an ini- 
quitous title derived from Fregofo. The Genoefe were fo far 
from paying regard to the rcmonftrarxrfif«^lf» his holineA^. 
that they fitted out a fleet of galUc^,'"lnen landed th-ree thou- 
fand foot at SerazaneUdy and af lx taking and plundering the 
town, and the neighbourinpii places, all which belonged to 4 
the Florentinesy they plantid ^he. rafllc, j» 

This being do^e while ’a tru^ c was fubfifling uiweffSSg pope's 
mediation, the Florentines cntiplained loudly of lit at F-ome^ 
but order^l their general icirghiio Orftni at Pifoy draw 
their troops together. They then fent an>^aflado<^ to re- 
quire aid from their, alliesf But Ferdinand cxcufed himfelf 
becaufe of his war with \.\it\Turksy and Lewis of Milan trifled 
with them; fo that they received none. Depending, there- 
fore, on thcnti’clvcs alone, thby appointed fames Guicciardini 
and Peter Vittoriy to command againft the Genoefe y who ftill 
prefled the citadel of Serazanelloy and lay enCTamped on the river 
Magra, A battle quickly enfued, in which the Genoefe were 
intirely defeated ; and Lorenzo de Medici arriving in the /%- 
rentine camp, Serazana itfelf was befieged and taken, after 
an obftinate refiftancc, by the Florentine^, 

DuRiNf; thofe tianfadions on the Magray Leivis Sforzay. , 
;»Romag- under pretence of fending feme troops to the afliftance of 
the FlorcnthicSy fent them to fupport an infurredtion which • 
he privately procured to be made in Genooy by which that 
city once mote fell into the hands of the Milavefe. About 
the fame time the Venetians w'ere defeated near Trent by the 
Gertnansy and their general S. Severino was killed. But the 
Venetians foon made a peace, by which they gained n o^e 
than ail they had loft by vi»ar. The connedions between 
the pope and Lorenzo de Medici grew every day flronger; 
for the latter perfuaded Boccalino of Ofmoy in the marquifate 
of Anconay to reftore that tow^i to his holiftcfs, after r.iaklng 
it rebel. Boccalino afterwards lived in i^Xtu^eix 21 Florence^ 
from whence he removed to Milany where he was put to 
death by Lewis Sforza. In the Romagnoy Francis del Orfo 
aflaflinaicd zoxsiit Giyolamo in his own houfe^ and made bis 

wife 


E'Dtnls 


na. 
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wife and children prKbnerS) but could not mafter tVel citadel 
The coun^efs offered to prevail with the g;overnor 
der it, andi(J\^ c/^nfpirators accordingly fuffered henUo enf|S 
it, detainii^q; her o^dren as pledges. But far from 
ing her prorftife, (he threatened the governor and all Ae gac* 
rifon v\h dej^h if they did not make a vigorous ctef^ce) - iVSl * 
flighted^all the menaces of the confpirators agaii^yC her chil- 
dren. This refolute conduct, ‘and the approach of fome 
troops to her alfiftance from Milan^ mld^ thQ confpirators 
fly with all their effects to Citta di CajMlo; hut the £ountefs 
purfued them and amply revenged her hufband’s death. The 
Florentines wer^no farther concerned in this incident, than as 
it gave thp^.'h an opjITi.'Tj.. of recoveiing the caftle of PiancaU 
doliy which had been ufurpM from tivm by the count. • 

The Florentines were rnorl^ interefted in another tragical 
event, but of^a, more d^’PSereijjt nature, which at the fame 
u ‘nt^ar ' For li, i^'aleotyt^ lord of Faenza^ was 

m a Tied • J the daughter of Jc\n BentivogUo <lf Bologna^ and 
by h^“ had a .fon called jiJlorrh\ The lady conceived fo in- 
tderab'Ie an a. ^rfion to her hufciRd, that (he refdlved to have 
him murdered, and (he brought^er father into the* fame un- 
natural defign, in hopes of becoJring fnafter of Faenza after 
bis fon-in law’s death. She yunterfeited ficknefs, and her 
hufband coming to vifit her^the aflaffin^ au(hed out and 
flew him. Upon this, (he topk refuge vi^ith her fon in renting* 
caftle, while B^tivoglh, and one Bergaminoy a ^'^Fanefe 
officer, took pofleflion of Faenza^ where there happened to admini- 
rcfidc at the time Antonio Bofcoli^ a Florentine commiflary.y^;.^/^;-^ ^ 
But while the ftale of affairs in Faenza was unfelllcd, the Faenza. 
country people took arms, and breaking into the towm killed 
Berganiino^ made &'fitivog/io prifoner, and recommended the^ 
government of the liatc, and young Ajlorre^ to Bofioli. The 
Florentines readily undertook the charge, but fet at liberty 
BentivogUo and his daughter, who had continued blocked up 
in the citadel.# 

FLORE NCE was now at a very high pitch of happi- State of 
R.?fs and profpcrity. The Venetians were in no condition to Florence* 
•hVt her; Lewis Sf or za had no inclination, nor was it his 
mtereft. The pope and the king of w»cre her friends; 

and (he ntight have been faid to have4)olIHred the ballance 
of power in Italy. Her people were rich, powerful, united, 
andvQourifhing^in learning,«arts, and fcicnccs, beyond per- 
-^aps any people ever were, excepting the Athenians. 

All this profperity was owin:; to the v/ild.' m and virtue of a 
private citizen, Lorenzo dc^Medici. For fome years thetran- 
qaillijj^ of his coyntry vva? (^.ich, that it afforded no events pflro- 

^.3. . per 
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^ry to record, unicfs we mention as fuch, the proi* . 
louragement given by the Fioreniinesy after Lorenks\^ 
_/to men of learning and genius, whQ,o{lled their 
inxo»during this happy ir.ierval with yftWrigs 'pnd works, 

1 t ever be the adiniraticn of mankind, l^renzo ' how- 

' ^^•'W'-Vs^IBrj^tniBlygh honoured with the appellation of^hc f^'fcer of 
' f the mufesXdid not forget hts own family, fie mawied his 
cldcft fon to Alphufma^ daughter to the chevalier Orfini^ 
Though his fecond* fon afterwards the famous pope 

Leo X*. ^was riot alcove thiJtcen years of age, yet he procured 
ibr him the dignity of cardinal ; but his third fon was too 
young for any provihon. lie had four dau^ljteis; one of^ 
them was married to James Salvrati^ Cibo^ 

p third to Peter Ridolphj^ all of ^nem of great houfes; and 
he would have given the fourtlvtn marriage to James Mcdhi^ 
had (he not died. # ^ 

Such was the happy [fate Vf 

mily in 1492, •vheft Lcrenzo Medici^ worn ouWf'g a cjjin- 
plication of diftempers whicli^ fettled in bis ftomachv 'died, 
aged no more than forty- fou^'years. For his-jeharayer we 
muff, in ti great mcrtfuic, jfcfcr to thofc we have drawn of 
his illiiftriciis prcdcceltbr.s ivhorn he rcfc;:iM;d in all their 
" public and private virtues 5 At he feems, in prog;crs of time, 
to have exceeded* them in pl^^fonal accompliihn.trvs. He 
owed, as we liavc flvii, hi^s life to his valc'ur, and he had a 
turn for military affairs, which was of infii^iic fcivicc to hiS 
countiy, though peace was the darling ebjeet of all hL mea- 
iurcs. The commeicc of Europe began, during his time, 
to run into new channels, and more cxpcrfive manners pre- 
vailing in life. Lciuizo found that he wa^ irripofcd upon by 
hii- factors, who livod like princes, and hf therefore nanowtd 
his mercantile dcalir.gi, and laid out the money he was 
inafter of in territorial acquiliiions, w'ithin the ilate of Flo- 
rcnce^ as being the mefe likely to give pernn;ncr.cy to l;is fa- 
mily. He not only loved and rewarded, ab:)ver,any prince of 
his age, the fine arts, but pra*!:liicd them in his own perf n. 
Recording to Mackiavcly compofitions of his arcflill exiaiiA, 
that prove him to have been both a poet and a critic. 
was a good judge of archiiefture, which in his time was 
commonly combined^, with painting, and of m /fic. He 
founded the univerfity of Pi/uy to which he brought the mcfl 
learned and ingenious men in Jtcjly. He builunear to 
Death and ^ monaftery for Mcrianoy who W'as amviixcellent 

iharaSl.r preacher. 

f/*Lorfi^' He is fjid to have been moreancorous than was con f Hunt 
go de<^- with the Itritl practice of virtue, and like SJFto^ Lehus^ and 
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t other great men of antiquity, to have unbent his morh ferioua 
with^'uvenilc recreations; fo that two fouls felled Jto 
refide in body, for he fometitnes made himfelf che 

own i sgh he had no opinion of diftant ^ 

yet hetfortihtd^ Florence againft invafion from abroj^^Tu^C^ 
only bAaddin r to the ftrength as well as the of tliS* 

city, but by putting hia friends itito the governmer: of thole 
ftates and places, that were in manner the keys of the 
republic. He kept in his own hands the adrniniftration of 
Fae^za\ and, by his into reft, the 5<3r^//W governed in 
rugia^ and the VitcUi in Ctta di Ccjhllo, To amufe hia. 

«J)u/y pragrr.citical countrymen, as well as to render Florence 
more populous aij‘u-i:*^'^'*nted, he was perpetually exhibiting 
public jufts, tournamentsJ%nlays, entertainments, and other 
diverfions, which had a wondcKul efte£lupon the minds of tlfo' 

' people, and reconciled dn a great mcafure, to that 

uVey v/ere Daturally (b jealous. As lialy 
was then the country of learryd princes* an4 nobility, /%- 
rence'(^^^ Lorenzo the r^fidence of all who cultivated, 

pra6ti(cd, or (iyidied the fine i. “ts : and the famous Picoy 
count of Mtrandola^ after tra velling through alV EuropCy 
chofe to fix there. \ • 

LORENZO'S fortune,!:! fome rffpe£ls,was equal to bis merit. 

Several attempts, befidcs that Pazziytv^^crc made upon 

his life; but all of them wg-e defeated, and the afladins. 
puniftied. Themoft diftant princes were ftruck with reve- 
rence and efteem for his perfon and virtues; witnefs the cor- 
refpondence he kept up with Matthias^ king of Hungary, the 
ambafladors and prefents he received from the reigning em- 
»perors of the Turks, one of whom delivered up to him the 
murderer of his bnVhcr Bernardo Bandini, who had taken 
refuge amongft the infidels. His palace was the cenrer of* 
unity for all Italy, and by his wonderful addrefs, he brought 
it to a ftate of tranquillity, which it had not known for fome 
ages before, ypon his death, all the ftates and princes 

fent compliments of condolence by their ambailadors to 7Vj- 
rence. 

m *By the death of Lorenzo de Medici, W'hich was fucceeded Succeeded' 
by that of pope Innocent VIII, the ballance of power in Italy hyhisfotk 
was again»dcftroyed. Lorenzo was fuetjeeded by his fon Pe- I*eter. 
isr\ but he w^as far from being qualified, either by age or 
ajWiyes, for maintaining his father’s fyflem. Both his wife 
*4md were of the Orjihi family, and he refigned him- 

felf intircly to the dire£lion of his kinfman Vtrginio Xlrfini, 
who perfuaded him to ftr^ngthen his conne<flions with the 
court of Naples-, a mcafurc which gave fuch umbrage. to 

Z 4 Lewii 

• • • 
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Lewii SforzCy that it produced the mod difmal calamities to 


CENT VIII. was fuccceded by Rodffigo Be/g!a^ 
who called himfclf that 

has been another title for aD^annen^f iripiety. 
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cruelty, and wickednefs. He mounted th^i papal 
d throne 9jt bpen fimony, an4 was even above ihe p^Sice of 

* ^ * hypocrifyXn his vices. At the fame time he was cunning 
and fagacidus in finding out'rcfourccs under all difficulties. 

As the great ftrength of Italy now lay in an union, Sforza 
propofed that the ambafl'adors of all her princes (hotild pre- 
fent themfelves in one day, as the members of one body, tp 
make their ufual congratulal ions upon jjtjy^jiofe’s acceffion^ 
and that orte (hould harangue hie ii7 the name of all the 
rfd. Peter^ and the b^op of^^zz?, had been named am- 
bafladors from the Florentines both of them defigncd to 
make a great figure; the foiifcr hi<5 

drefs, equipages, and attendT 
he intended to make. Tr 
cd on Ferdinand^ who haj 


nee; the other, ,by/the Ipeccli 
by therefore privately prpvail- 
app roved of SJozas f^hemc, 
tooppofc it* which he did,/but at the fame ume named his 
advifers. This increafed Snrza^s fufpicions. Cibo^ who was 
the natural fon of the iaft pipe, and brother- in-law to Peter j 
lived then at Florence^, andSwas perfuaded to fell the caftles 
oi AnguUlar a ^ G'efvetri^znd forkc others, which he held in the 
neighbourhood of Romoj to Firginio Orfini^ whom they in- 
tended fliould be a bridle upon the pope. • Alexander^ whp 
had deftined the crown of for one of hij; own famil}', 

declared that the bargain was null, bccaufe thofr; caflles were 
fiefs of the holy fee; and he w’as backed in his reftntments 
by Sforza^ who remonflrated xo Peter deMvdld the impolitic 
ftep he had taken, and prefled Ferdinand \o compromile mat- 
te s with his holinefs. Notwithftanding this, Virginio took 
pofleflion of the caftles, at the fccret iiiftiganon of Ferdinand 
himfelf. 

Vexer d:f~ SFORZA was penetrating enough to'* perceive how 
fers nvrth ft*'ong the conneflioiis weie between Peter and Fc)dinand\ 
Sforza. and he endeavoured, but in vain, to break them, that le 
might preferve Florence ftill for his friend. He had ufurped* 
the power of his nephew, fon- in law to the duke Calabria^ 
who, with daughter the dutcheAof TAilan^ made no feciet 
of their fenriments, and that the young prince and his family 
were in danger from the pra^^icics of his uncle. 
the farpe time, wes fcnfible that be was hated by^tne pcop’c 
of ivlilan^ anJ ih.ir the new alliance w.as neceiTary ror his 
fafeiy. He applied :o xhe Kenetii'r.^ ’ao-j fppcired ciUMous 



The Hiflory of Florence. ’ 345 

and backward ; and to tbe pope, wbofe haughty fp^rit had ^ 

Ihgeft exafperated by the court of Naples refufing to give their 
daughter in marriage to one of his iL)s» with 
a la^c terr^ory ulNaples for her portion. The 
Jaftj^rceiving the*pope to be irreconcileable to />; • 

in 14m came into the confederacy propofed by ; the 

profeilc^objcft of which was to^difpoflefs Virgirtio of his ac- 
quifiiions. Peter de Medici and., the duke of Calabria could 
eafily, by the affiftance of the Colonnas and th6^ Orfini^ have 
daf^ed this confederacy in pieces, had they not been r^ftrained 
by the caution of old Ferdinands In confidcration of this, • 
and of the uncertainty of the continuance of the friendihip 
“between the pop^ :;a?.i**^he Venetians^ and his own dangerous 
fituation, Sfarza had recoujfe to th^ defperate expedient 9! 
inviting Charley Vlll. king cf France^ to invade the king-w^o in- 
\ flom of Naplesy under the titje of the Anjouvin princes, which ^ifes 

cr lCj mm. This t^tle, it muft be acknow- Charles ^ 
ledged, was plaufible. Charlc' was a vt^eak/ giddy, young France in^ 
prince, both in body and mind l^.but had ambition, and acou-^® Italy, 
rage that well fpt^d with the pro ^ofed expedition, *from which • 

he was difluaded by his i^bleft cobnlellors ; but upoif Sforza^ 
promifing to fupply him ^ith mori:y, hfe undertook it. 

In this negociation it is hard t J fay which was moft abfurd, Negocia- 
the condu£l of Charles^ or tha^'of Sforza^ blinded by t ions on 

fiis fccirs, invited the moft powerful prince then \n Europe 
into Italy, Ferdinand feemed to diflemble his apprehenfions j 
but he was dreadfully alarmed. He endeavoured, by his am- 
bafl'adors at the court of France^ where they were treating of 
a match between his grand-daughter (who was coufin-german 
Charles) and the youi'.g king of Scotland^ to divert Charles 
from his lefolgtion, Vy even oft'ering Charles an annual fub- ' 
fiJy. He endeavoured to compromife affairs with the pope, 
and to remove all Sforza's jealoufies. He fucceeded io far 
with the pope, that, after making great facrifices both of 
honour and int|!reft, the Venetian and ivlilamfc troops, rai(eJ 
in confwqufince of the late treaty, were dilmilled. By this 
lime, Sforzoy either from natural difflmularion, or inwaid 
cr iviidion, exprcllLd his apprehenfions that he had gone too 
tar ; and promif'ed Peter de Mediciy that he would prevent the 
confequcnrjies of the invafion. But it ve.'vs now too late ; for 
^ CharUsy having taken all meafures that could fecure his fuc- 
cej^by alliance% and negoci^tions with the great powers of 
Jtuf oplfr - fl^ipired from the Florcuilne ambaflador^^ a categ^iical 
^ anfwer, w'hether their ffatc ivonhl give his army a paflage 
through their dominions \ lyid, upon their evading the quef- 

tioh> 
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J j tion, hy ^reatened to bani(h all the Flertntine merchants ou^ 

[ ,'*■ of Fran^ if it was not inOantly anfwered. 

PF'^R JDE MEDICI^ at firft, endeaMiifed^i-' ^Wng 
confent that he ftiould yieldyfff^^r/tfj ; biii Fer- 
fing^ dinand remained inflexible on that head, and, he died- in the 
Naples, beginning df the year 1494. His fon Alphonfo^ duka^of Ca- 
labria^ though poffeffed of all Ferdinand^ faufts 0/ cruelty, 
oppreifion, 'arid treachery, was inferior to him in addrefs and 
temper. He.*peri:eiVed that the pope was exafperaied by the 
difficulties he met with at home from the Florentine and Nea- 
politan factions, now in the French intereft ; but he brought 
him over, by making him a prefent of thirty jhoufand ducats 
and by pro>^ding in the moft extr^ '^'dr.-r^ianner for his three 
frns, one of whom was the famous Cesfar Borgia. The 
French king, on the other hand, without minding the intrigues a 
of Italy ^ intimated to the Florentines^ and i\^c other Italian ^ 
ftates. his intention of marching towards * 

Ion to the rcgtnt o*f Scotland^ |Was at the head of ih?s cni’.afly ; 
and when the ambafladors aame to Florence^ they put both 
t\it Florentines and y-'r/rr dSMediSt in the infinite 

obligations they lay under ty the cro)/n of Fivnee. Peter had 
hitherto had the addrSfs tofevoid giving the Frctich court any 
pofuivc anfwer ; but he foiM the Fio‘>cnt:ncsy in general, very 
averfe from t?kfng upon tnVnfelves to oppole the French 
inarch. Peter's influence, however, was To great, that the 
ainbafudors were clif'mifled without anv pofijivt aiiiwer. 

T>ff:gn^ff That excellent hiftorian informs us, as he 

Peter. favs, from good authority, that Peter had formed a defign, by 
* Alphonfo's affiftaivce, of intirely changhig the Florentine go- 

vernment, by making himfclf prince or duke of that city. I> a 
18 certain, that his father had no favoCirdble opinion of his 
fon’s capacity ^ \ and that about this time two of his near re- * 
laiions, Lorenzo and Ciovamii dc Medici.^ men of great pro- 
Conjpirrcy pcrty, had entered into a concfpondtnce with the Frenih king 
' aga^nft and Sforza^ for taking from him his power in/he ftate, where 
him df all public loffices were filled up by his appointment, and no 
feateJ. meafure could be concluded without his approbation. The 
defign was difeovered ; but all the cenfure the confpirators 
ceived was a flight confinement to their own houfes, though 
it was with difficulty Peter was lefirained frefm taking a* 
much feverer revenge. This difeovery ferved* only to render 
him the more irreconcileablc to Sforza^ wtom he coijfiste^d 
author of the plot, and confirmed him the raf^e' in tnWs, 

■ Guicciardini, book i. • t> Annotaiione in margine, 
faite da Tl>omiifo l^oicaccbi. Guicciardini, libro primo. 

* . * inea- 
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^ fiea fures he had propofed. A peremptory but a plauf^ble an* • 
TWK^asMOW fent to the French ambafladors, fetting forth the 
^ inabi&j^lhe date of Florence was under of complying with 
the klu’s demands, ^^rithout violating her mod facred eikg^AefliL,-^' 
mentsTvhich obliged them to defend the kingdom of Nap/ee 
againft »y pejfon that Ihould invade Jt. This aifi'wer being 
intimatea to Charles^ he ordered the Florentine ambafladors 
immediately to quit his dominions ; but, to (hew that his re- 
fentment was chiefly levelled againft PetAr^ J^e gave leave for. * 
all their merchants to remain in his dominions, excepting 
thofe Who were faftors or agents for him. • 

«■» The invafioa^of Italy by Charles is one of the moft (hining 9 ^^^w 
events in modern hilfovy. w^ut we fliall confine oifr narrative 
to the (hare which the Florentines had in it. Neither thejr^^^^X* 
nor the pope had yet openly broken with Sforza ; and they 
^^re fo cautious, that they even refufed to admit Alphonfo*% 
gfeics /lico the harbour of Leghorn^ After^this, Alphonfo and 
the pope, on the 13th of July^ had an interview ztVicoFaro^ 
in which the operations of the war were fettled^^ in cafe that 
Charles ftiould excctifVi'^.:is threats if invading Italy* ^Alphonfo 
at that time had a noble tleet, wi\h which he endeavoured to 
make an imprcllion \x\ionkjenoa \ Vut the defign was defeated 
by the vigilance of the French yi that city. The duke of 
Calabria^ Alphonfo's fon, 'a young prince of* great hopes, 
marched at the head of an army into the Romagna^ where 
the Florentine inteiicft was very ftrong. AJlorre Manfredi^ the 
prince of Faenza^ was directed by them ; but Caterina Sforza^ 
mother of Ottaviano River io^ lord of Imola and Forli^ refufed 
to expofe her foil’s territories, unlefs the Florentines would de- 
'*’*<^re themfelves, and ^indemnify him for all he might fuffer in 
^the war. This difficulty put a flop to all the operations that 
had be&n conceited \ and it now appeared, that there was in 
• the Florentine fenate a party againft breaking with the French^ 
which Peter durft not venture of himfelf to encounter. To 


remove his ^pp^ehenfions, the duke of Calabria^ in an inter- 
view he had with him at Borgp San Sepulcf'Oy offered him, in 
his father’s name, to employ his army as 'he [Peter) (hould 
dkc^. This elated Peter fo much, that, returning to Florence^ 


he obtained, againft the fenfe of his wdfeft countrymen, leave 
from the re^blic, which was to defray aM expences, to take 
^•^^l^taviano^s towns under the protedlion of the allies. Giovan^ 
niflviui^^lio^ of Bologna, cntei^d into the fervice of the allies 
rf.-apon mucliiilie fame terms. • 

The fuccefs of thofe negociations might have been at- Peter ,0^ 
fended with the redudfion of tbz Milanefe, had it not been 
ferj^he unjiccQuntable flownefs of the Neapolitansy or the 
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\ mgmiani^ as they were called, which gave an opportunity. * 

for d*Jupignyj the French general, to march with am 
ierity into the territory of Imola^ before the duke’s 'a^fjy had 
i^,niniKd Cefena\ and thus the operatiops^of the Nea^lttans 
were confined to the Romagna^ where the French and iXdthnefe 
lived in gfeat opulence. All this did not difcourage)'Pr/rr de 
Medici^ who now declared himfelf openly againft the French. 

i)[it Neapolitan gallies to anchor and victual in 
the port of Leghorn\ and to raife recruits all over the Floren- 
tine fta:e. He fent one thoufand men and fome artille^ry to 
Ferdinands army, which, by his order, was now joined by the 
troops under Bentivoglio and AJlorre. We are, howevci;. - 
given to uhdcrftand that thofe ftep^, wten by Peter^ were far 
from being agreeable cto the fenfe of the Florentine fcnate ; 
nor did their ambafladors at Venice with any vigour fecond the 
warm but vam inftances made by thofe of the pope, to in^ 
duce that republic^to jtiun the league ; the heads of whiclf^c 
this time, applied for afliftancc even to Bajazet^ the emperor 
of ihcTurks. 

ConduSiof It is probable, that 5/2?; would r:^‘gl«a»JIy have reftrain- 

Sforza. cd the viv.icity of the French^ who rwerc making prodigious 
preparations for invading ; butrthe allies, inllead of en- 
couraging thofe fentiments %i\ him, and bringing him over to 
a common league with all rhe other ftates of Italy^ by their 
conduct rendered him defperate. His minifter at Florence had 
Itrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade Peter^i by all means, to 
continue inviolably attached to his league yj’wh jilphonjo i and 
Peter ^ by Alphonfds advice, difclofed to Charles all that parted 
between him and Sfoizds ambaffador on that head. He even 
went fo far as, under pietence of ficknefs, to give that arr/^^ 
bart'adur ai dieiice in his own bed>chamber, where he had con-^ 
cealed the Fretuh minirter, who overheard all that haa' parted 
between him and &forzd*s ambaffador, who ftrongly infifted 
on Peter's entering into engagements for oppofing the Fremh 
invafion, and for continuing in his league wni) Alphonfo. I'his 
flratagem, though natural, had a dirteient effedl from what 
Peter expelled. When it became public in the French camp, 
S/orza had addrefs enough to perfuade the king, that all be 
meant was for his fervice ; and having now nothing to hope 
farther, from his invrigucs, he applied himfelf iii^ood earneft 
to forward the FrenJ) expedition. Charles wanted no fpur fo. * 
that. He was then advanced*- fo far as Vtenne in ; 

but deftitute of every thing, but invincible oWfinacy, 
proceeding on the expedition. To raife 'money, he was 
obliged to pawn all the jewels of his crown and perfon. His 
fubjeds, in general, were averfe to his proceeding farther j- 
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j^^ven his generals, having fuch proofs of S/orza’s irrefolu*' 
rtibffor 1|reachery, were very backward in their obedience. 

But Ipifr inviolable attachment of the French for their monarch 
ovcrcne all difficulties. The king, obfiinate and deterua>*-n^„ * 
as he ms, feemed to be ftartled, and to waver, at hearing of 
the difaffeiSlion of his troops to t^e fervice, and on being dif- 
appointed of a fum of money he had expedfed from Sfbrza. 

But the cardinal of S. Piero in Vtncola^ the dete^iiiined enemy 
of the pope and the Florentines^ having reftttled *ais refolutlon, 
he atlvanced to AJli^ where he received news that the Ncapo- 
litans" had been beaten by the duke of Orleans from Rapalle^ 

"Itnd that Genoa rras thereby fecured in the French intcreft. In 
French army, fix ‘ thou fand then rerkorfed the beft 

troops on the continent of Europe^ fei ved ; and Charles^ wh», 
by falling ill of the fmall-pox, was detained a whole month, 

.^aHaft received from Marfeilles a large fupply of artillery, of 
amuch more^ commodious confirudficn, jnd far greater exe- 
cution, than anyswhich had been till then knbwn in Europe. 

Charles having now entered Italy^ affairs in the Romagna took 
an unfavourable ''nr the pope Florenlinesy where 

many princes and ftatesMl off from his and iht Florentine in- 
tereft. Anil thZiugh thb duke of Calabria at firft obtained 
many advantages over the Frenc^ and Milane^ey he was at laft, 
through the treachery of^thoi^ about his pekbn, obliged to 
retreat, and to a3 on the defensive. Charles by this time was 
advanced to Pavia, where he found his coufin' german Ga^ 
leazzo, the true duke of Milan, on his death- bed, occafioned 
thro’ poifon adminiffered by bis uncle Sforza, But neither his 
languifhing condition, nor the tears of his beautiful wife and 
''ihfant fon, who thrfw themfelves at his feet for his protedion 
againft Sforza, could diiTuade Charles from proceeding; and 
the du-ke dying fome days after, Sforza was invelted with the 
enfigns of the duke oiMilan,\n prejudice of his grand nephew, 
who was only five years of age. Charles was then at Pia^ 
cenza ; and nei'iher he nor his court, abandoned as it was, 
cdbld refled without horror on the villainy and pradices of 
Sforza. 

« It is probable, that this horror, and Sforzds trifling with He applies ^ 
bis engagements, were fo ftrong, that Charles, not being joined the Flor- 
as he cxpc^cd by the Italians, would have repafled the Alps, rentincs, 
^ad it not been for the encouragement he met with from the 
of PetAr de Medici.^ Lorenzo and fohn de Medici, 
whom we have already mentioned, having broken out of their 
confinement, repaired to Charles at Piacenza, where they rc- 
prefented the unpopularity iVf Peter, and the affedion the Flo* 
rentines had for the French, in fuch colours as determined 
5 . j Charles, 



$50 

\ 


who 

ntowr bimJ 


Peter fuh- 
miutohims 


and hi^ 
$rajs his 
country ; 




The Hiftvry of Florence; 

' Chiles j at all events, to proceed. Charles^ however, WTgJj*' 
iblicitous of gaining over the Florentines^ that he \ 

fjrcfc ambaflTadors, ofFeringthem great advantages, if the^ould 
him to proceed ; and threatening them With the tfimO: 
vengeance, if they obftru^led his march. ^ r 
This irieffage had vaft cFcdls upon the minds of)diei%-» 
rentine people, who now faw themfelves expofed to the wrath 
of a great kif\g, merely thrhugh the imprudence of Peter di 
Medici, It was -plain that Charles^ had it not been for his 
refentment againft Peter^ might have marched to Naples with- 
out touching the Florentine territories; but he was deter- 
mined to fubjcdl Tufeany before he proceeded, aiVd hi 
marched by the way of Parma^ at the uiftanccs of Sfor%a^ to 
whom he was now retbneiled, and who wanted to become 
mafter of Pifa, His army being ftrengthened by the juncSioil 
of the Swijs from Genoa^ he advanced viftorioufly, and t qojt. >» 
fcveral places that belonged to Florentines in LUnigiana, 
'The Florentines, or r2ithcr Peter de A f edict, 'retohed to make 
their fland againft him at Serazana and Serezanclla, in a coun- 
try where- his army would find it difEr/j^Fd'|focurefubfiftence 
if thofe places held opt* r 

But the French czxxxed on w’ar in a manrier liVatfor many 
, years had not been known in Italy Each of their flighteft 
Ikirmilhes wert attended with^or^ bloodfhed than had beeil 
for a century paft loft in the greateft battles fought there. 
Their artillery was irrcfiftible, and they put a garrifon which 
oppofed them to the fword. All thofe confiderations dif- 
mayed Peter de Medici, who finding fo ftrong a dillike to him 
in Florence, came to a refolution unworthy of his rank and^ 
family, which was that of throwing himji^lf at the feet of the 
French king. All that can be alledged in favour of Petet ” 
for this dafiardly refolution, was the inability of the courts of 
Rome and Naples to fupport him, joined to the frcfti refent- 
ments of his fellow -citizens againft him, occafioned by t 
new order iflued by the French for all the ^hnntine mer- 
chants, without diftindion, to evacuate their dominions. 
While Peter w»as preparing for his journey, a detachment of 
Florentine horfe and foot, under Paul Orjini, marching to* 
reinforce the garrifon of Serazana, was cut in pijees by the 
French, Being adm'itted,- with fome difficulty, to the pre-s 
fence of Charles, whofe army lay before Ser^zanella, 
the utmoft diftrefs, he agreed, fh the moft abjed nymnCri ro 
more than was required of him. He immediately gave up 
Serazana, Serazanella, Pietra Sc^nta, and the citadels of 
axif) Leghorn to the French ; that \ing engaging, by an in- 
ftrument, to reftore them as foon as he Ibould be ftated om 
" * • . the 
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thej|hronrof Naples \ and that the Florentines pay fori 

tnc "^rety-i protedion and friendlhip two hundred thoufand 
florii, ^A). 

P . " T E iJ*s conceffions fecured all Tufcany to the kiog. 
and pi cd his .way into the Romagna^ wheie the duke of Ca~ 
labriawi^ entrenched within thc^ilrong lines of a^camp near 
Faenza^ which were, with a great deal of bloodfliecl, forced 
by the French. The Florentines^ now fubmitt^d *to Charles ; 
and the duke, not kn^^wing whom to truft tO; was obliged 
to rtiitire with precipitation under the walls of Cej'efia^ and 
from thence towards Ronu ; fo that the Neapc^tan affairs bc- 
" '^Ticov to weiir a very gloomy afped. It was plain, that 
j unexpefted progrefs of the French in Ital)\ vvai owing to 
je pufillanimity of Peter de Medici ; » and the magiftrates *f 
Florence fent (bme of his moft. determined enemies as their 
ambafladors to the king. Upon this Peter., under pretence 
ot his late engagements with Charles., repaired to 

Florence^ whcre^ftis beft friends looked coluly upon him ; 
and he was not oi.l) denied admittance into the palace of the 
republic, but pi .iCI«ll*. ^d a rebel, together with ffis^two bro- 
thers ; and they, all threi fled to Bologna^ where they were re- 
ceived by E^^nhKglio ^{i h the moft bitter reproaches upon 
Peter's mifeonduit and cowardice. 

Upon this revolution W the Florentine the Pi/ans 
applied to thekin^, befceching him to deliver them from the 
oppreflivc yoke of the Florentines^ which, contrary to his 
agreement, he promifed to do. Upon this the people pulled 
down the Florcnthi: ftandards ; and the king, fenfible of bis 
miftake, ordered the Fhrentine magiftrates to continue in their 
pfeces ; but took pofiefiion of the new citadel, leaving the 
old yne, which was of frr.all importance to t'.c Pifans.^ to 
the great difappoinnnent pf Sferza^ who was in iiopes of be- 
ing put into poiTeliion of Plfa. 

CHARLES was then at ; and fending for 
to join him, he pjocceded tow’ards Florence., which he en- 
in the midft of his guards and army as a conqueror, 
with his beaver up, and his lance ere£f. This terrible array, 
<l!cpreflcd and divided as the Florentines were, did not difpirit 
them. Charles had again and again declared, that he ex- 
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iSefled to Be put into polFcffion of the fovereignty o\ 
public; and fihdii>g the obftinate on tha^lS^d, 
he dlCpatched meireng^ra to Bologna^ to recal Peter Ae A^gj/ici^ 
who, by that time, had precipitately fled to Venice, Br*. the 
^ Tlerenthm were refolvcd to live or to die free." They^allcd 
all their foldters and i'ubjedts ipto their capital ; and the word 
ivas given, that the moment the great bell was tolled, all 
ihould run to arms. It is inore than probable that Charles 
came to the Icnovrlc&'ge of this defperate refulution ; for he 
had ev'ery motive that could induce him to profecute his| de- 
mands, which he at lafl receded from, cm condition /that 
the Florentines would fufFer hts deputies, under the donqb^ 
3hation of men of the long robe, to remain in Florence^ 
a Lind of jurifdiciion ; but the Florentines continued infl S 
even on that head. It was now every moment ex^ 
that Florence miifl be deluged with blood ; but the cal 
was prevented by the unparalleled magnanimity Pir 
ilefcendant of tfie famous Ncri de Capponi, A day beinij^ 
for th^ lafl determination, when all partief were aflembleo’l 
in the king’s prefcnce, orderct*f^i\i^''iU^*,etary to read 

the terms that were to purchafe Flo ence her‘fafety. They 
were hard) and tyrannical; and thoVccrcttix^j Lad fcarcely 
finiflied the paper, when Pietro llart^ from his feat, fnatched 
it from him, a^icf tore it before the king’s face. “ Now, 
Sir, faid he, found your trumpets, and ^e will ring our 
“ bells and then he left the room, attended by his com- 
panions. The French were no ftrangers to the wifdom and 
refolution of Capponi^ who had redded in their court as the 
/vici»/«(!H^^ambafl'ador. 'I'hey were daunted by the boldnefsof 
his behaviour ; and civilly defiling the deputies to return, 
convention was made, by which Florence was to be the fr’end 
and confederate of France ; and it was agreed that the citadels 
of Pifa and Leghorn yWitb Pietra Santa^ Serazana, znd Seraza^ 
nelkiy fhould be reftored by Charles as fooh as he was in 
pofleflion of Naples j or as foon as he fliould rergrp to France ; 
but that in the mean time their revenues (hould accrue lo 
ibc Florentines, The rebellion of the Pifans wss to be for-^ 
given. The Florentines were to make no fteps in the prefen/, 
war without previoufly acquainting two ambaifadors the king 
was to leave behind Wtm. The attainders of Peter de Medici^ 
JMid'his two brothers, w'crc to be^talM^ ofF^ butP^rrw^ 
not to come within ojie hundred miles oPihe borders of the 
republic; nor his two brothers within otl4 
Florence, 'Thei Florentines were si -r. 

cf ^ms, all who rebelled agaioft 








